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Model Cigarette Warning Label HA-31-1-11
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Title II of the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act P.L.111-31 signed June 22, 2009 Section 201 Cigarette Labels and Advertising Warnings Section 4 (a) directs Each label statement shall comprise the top 50 percent of the front and rear panels of the package. The word ‘WARNING’ shall appear in capital letters and all text shall be in conspicuous and legible 17-point type, unless the text of the label statement would occupy more than 70 percent of such area, in which case the text may be in a smaller conspicuous and legible type size, provided that at least 60 percent of such area is occupied by required text.  This model warning label consolidates the messages prescribed by the Act to more charitably convey instructions to the public pertaining to the health hazards posed by tobacco products than Sec. 4(a)(1) requires, It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, package, sell, offer to sell, distribute, or import for sale or distribution within the United States any cigarettes the package of which fails to bear, in accordance with the requirements of this section, one of the following labels:

 ‘WARNING: Cigarettes are addictive.

‘WARNING: Tobacco smoke can harm your children.

‘WARNING: Cigarettes cause fatal lung disease.

‘WARNING: Cigarettes cause cancer.

‘WARNING: Cigarettes cause strokes and heart disease.

‘WARNING: Smoking during pregnancy can harm your baby.

‘WARNING: Smoking can kill you.

‘WARNING: Tobacco smoke causes fatal lung disease in nonsmokers.

‘WARNING: Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious risks to your health.

2 1/4” x 1” x 4” is the average box size therefore a Warning Label 2” in height shall wrap around the top 6 ½” of the box.  To be compatible with the design of the box, it is proposed to separate the warning label into four panels uniformly 2” in height.  2 panels would be 2 1/4” in width and 2 panels would be 1” in width.  The front panel, with the flip top, would contain the health warnings required above.  One side panel would prescribe alternatives to tobacco.  The other side panel would promote quitting.  The back panel would describe the history of Nicotiana tabacum.
The model cigarette warning label is more or less to the scale of what follows.

Front (12 & 10 pt. font):

	WARNING

Cigarettes are addictive.  Tobacco smoke contains carbon monoxide and is a cause of lung disease, osteoporosis, cancer, stroke and heart disease, that can kill you  

	Smoking during pregnancy can harm your baby.  Tobacco smoke can harm child development and cause fatal lung disease in nonsmokers.


Side (10 pt. font)
	Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious risks to your health

Please consult a physician or attend a local meeting of

 www.nicotine-anonymous.org   


Side (10 pt. font)
	Nicotine withdrawal is a mental illness. Nicorette gum and prescription drugs help. Smoke Jimson weed for asthma and mullein for pulmonary ailments. E-cigarettes may be used in public


Back (10 pt. font)
	Nicotiana tabacum (tobacco) was first cultivated for smoking by Native Americans.  After discovery people around the world became addicted.  American colonists used tobacco as money. As early 1761 snuff was linked to cancer.  Numerous U.S. Surgeon General Reports blame smelly tobacco smoke for deadly diseases more caused by nosocomial infection.  Many States have banned smoking in public places. Get plenty of cardiovascular exercise.


Under Sec. 104 q(5) of the Act the package label requirements shall take effect on July 22, 2010. The Federal Cigarette Labeling and Advertising Act (15 U.S.C. 1333) however remains un-amended and unimplemented by the industry, who hold true to the old version.  In retrospect the quality of the Warning Label that previously stated either, “SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy” or “SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Cigarette Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide” seems to have deteriorated as the result of the Act.  Now distributors of tobacco must choose a warning label from the aforementioned list.  These single line statements are however too small to take up the space required under the Act and are less comprehensive than the previous warning label. The graphics insult the intelligence of consumer who would benefit so much more from medical information.  Under Sec. 202(d) if the Secretary finds that such a change would promote greater public understanding of the risks associated with the use of tobacco products she may adjust or establish the format, type size, color graphics, and text of any of the label requirements, by rulemaking under 5 U.S.C.553.

Under Sec. 900(1) of Chapter IX (1) the term ‘additive’ means any substance the intended use of which results or may reasonably be expected to result, directly or indirectly, in its becoming a component or otherwise affecting the characteristic of any tobacco product.  The Secretary is receiving reports on additives and flavorings.  After three months the Act banned all flavoring but menthol, added to cigarettes and cigars.  By July 22, 2011 pesticide residue shall be limited under Sec. 907 (1)(b).  The government needs to take a firmer stance against chemical additives and the tobacco industry needs to promote organic tobacco products.  
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