
Hospitals & Asylums

Chapter 3: Health and Welfare
Test Questions
The objective of this test is to transform American bureaucratic negligence into a pension for civil torts and mission for social justice.  In the United States, a nation of over 300 million people without statutory protection against torture, there are nearly 70,000 Social Security workers, 1.3 million petitioners, and 2 million medical billers who would out of work if single payer health insurance were implemented.  This test will help to change the name of the Centers for Medicare Medicaid and SCHIP (CMS) to National Health Insurance (NHI) and transfer the confidential health insurance program to the supervision of the independent Social Security Administration (SSA).  This test will give you and local non-profit organizations and governments the means to cooperate with Social Security and other federal social welfare programs.  Socially secure we shall dissolve the 111th Congress and balance our budget.

1. In what way is the parliamentary precedent pertaining to the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at Battle Mountain Sanitarium Reserve in South Dakota relevant to the administration of health and welfare benefits?

a. Protection of property rights.

b. Defense of territorial integrity against injury and invasion.

c. Economic rehabilitation of a specific territory. 
d. All of the above.
2. When the Social Security Act was first legislated in the United States?

a. The Social Security Act of 22 July 1932

b. The Economic Security Act of 14 August 1935 

c. The Social Security Act of 8 June 1938

d. The Economic Security Act of 20 May 1945  

3. What is the basic principle of social justice?

a. To provide for the general welfare by establishing a system of Federal old-age benefits, and by enabling the several States to make more adequate provision for aged persons, blind persons, dependent and crippled children, maternal and child welfare, public health, and the administration of their unemployment compensation laws.

b. To enhance human well-being and help meet the basic human needs of all people, with particular attention the needs and empowerment of people who are vulnerable, oppressed and living in poverty.
c. To ensure that the victim of an act of torture obtains redress and has an enforceable right to fair and adequate compensation, including the means for as full rehabilitation as possible.
d. All of the above.
4. Under current law torture is prohibited in the United States?

a. True 

b. False

5. Under current law biological weapons are prohibited?

a. True 

b. False

6. The United States is party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment?

a. True

b. False

7. A patient has brought it to your attention that a health care corporation poisons its medical bills with the heart disease pathogen he went to get a cholesterol test for, what should you recommend he do?
a. Tell the health care corporation.

b. Report the incident to the health care facility licensing agency.

c. File for a civil tort with the Court.
d. File a claim for disability insurance.

8. The same patient has discovered that the alumni association of the local university with a medical campus is reporting to have published a report on animal laboratory research into heart disease pathology, and that the cancer mortality rates have been four times higher in the local community than the rest of the country.  What is the value of this intelligence?

a. It nullifies student loans.
b. It serves as medical evidence for the purpose of filing a disability claim.

c. Understanding pathology is important to finding a cure. 

d. All of the above.

9. Two middle aged patients apply to the Social Security Office for disability insurance, one has been diagnosed with cancer, recently demoted to second leading cause of death, and the other with heart disease, the leading cause of death, both have been unable to work for more than six months and both are hoping to afford independence from their families.  Under current policies what is the likely outcome?

a. The cancer patient would be settled and the heart disease patient would be forced to appeal.

b. The heart disease patient would be settled and the cancer patient would be forced to appeal.
c. Both petitioners would be approved.

d. Both petitioners would be denied.

10. What is the basic principle of privacy protection of records maintained on individuals?

a. No agency shall disclose any record which is contained in a system of records by any means of communication to any person, or to another agency, except pursuant to a written request by the individual to whom the record pertains.
b. No agency shall disclose any record which is contained in a system of records any means of communication to any person, or to another agency, except by written permission of the individual to whom the record pertains or court order pursuant to valid act of Congress.
c. Any disclosure of confidential information to a third party must be approved by both the individual to whom the record pertains and the managing trustee of the agency.
d. No record shall be compiled of First Amendment freedom of speech and press related information. 

11. How many Americans received Social Security benefits at the end of 2008?

a. 35 million, 25 million retired workers and dependants of retired workers, 4 million survivors of deceased workers, and 6 million disabled workers and dependants of disabled workers.

b. 47 million, 35 million retired workers and dependents of retired workers, 5 million survivors of deceased workers, and 7 million disabled workers and dependants of disabled workers.

c. 51 million, 35 million retired workers and dependants of retired workers, 6 million survivors of deceased workers, and 9 million disabled workers and dependants of disabled workers.

d. 58 million, 42 million retired workers and dependants of retired workers, 8 million survivors of deceased workers, and 8 million disabled workers and dependants of disabled workers.

12. How many Americans were insured by Medicare and Medicaid in 2004?
a. 48 million, 24 million by Medicare and 28 million by Medicaid.

b. 72 million, 38 million by Medicare and 48 million by Medicaid.

c. 78 million, 44 million by Medicare and 52 million by Medicaid.

d. 87 million, 42 million by Medicare and 52 million by Medicaid.

13. How many people lived below the poverty line in 2005?
a. 24-26 million, 7.2-7.5% of the population.

b. 28- -30 million, 8.9-9.2% of the population.

c. 35-37 million, 12.6-13.2% of the population.

d. 42-44 million, 15.2-16.1% of the population.

14. In 2008 how many people were estimated to be without health insurance?

a. 35 million.

b. 42 million.

c. 47 million.

d. 52 million.

15. How many other industrialized nations do not have universal health insurance?

a. None, the US is the only industrialized nation without universal health insurance.

b. Three, Spain, Ireland and Finland do not insure poor people when they are not ill. 

c. Four Asian industrial nations do not have universal health insurance.
d. Universal health insurance is a common goal twelve other industrialized nations are still working to achieve universal coverage.

16. What is the most likely reason that the United States has not passed meaningful legislation to establish universal health insurance?

a. The Centers for Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP (CMS) it not trustworthy.

b. The private insurance lobby is too influential.

c. The trademark infringement of the Democratic and Republican (DR) parties creates a conflict of interest.

d. The Republicans stonewall every attempt at health care reform.

17. What would be the most effective way to secure universal single payer insurance?

a. Change the name of CMS to National Health Insurance (NHI).

b. Transfer the confidential government health insurance program to the independent Social Security Administration (SSA).
c. Expand the Medicaid program for free to all people below 250% of the poverty line.
d. All of the above.

18. What is the most effective way to reduce medical spending?

a. Allow for the patients to refuse payment and file civil torts for unnecessary, overpriced, involuntary or harmful medical procedures under Social Security statute.

b. Renegotiate prices with providers.

c. Pay for global budgets from health care corporations rather than nickels and dimes.

d. Set budget limits and cap cost growth. 

19. What must be done to eliminate the budget deficit?

a. Dissolve all appropriations of the 111th Congress.

b. Limit military spending to less than $400 billion.

c. Heighten scrutiny of medical claims and return up to half of the Social Security surplus.

d. All of the above.

20. The retirement of the Baby Boomers is estimated to begin in 2010.  When is this expected to cause OASDI expenditures to rise above revenues, necessitating an increase in the tax rate before the trust fund is exhausted?

a. 2014

b. 2017

c. 2020

d. 2025

Missions

21. Write a petition for social security or other health or welfare benefit for yourself, or another person who has been denied or who does not want to pay or wishes to earn a civil tort for being the victim of medical malpractice, product liability, invasion of privacy, falsified records, false arrest, wrongful conviction, or other health or bureaucracy related claim.  Take relevant notes from forms, documents, testimony, journal articles and books relevant to the case and put them on paper.  Prepare a brief.  Explain the person’s need.  What they have contributed to the system.  What reason is given that the person was denied or harmed?  What compensation and/or reforms you and the petitioner want.  To be paid by SSA, representatives must have a prior agreement with the agency. Keep this information confidential until you and the petitioner have agreed that the venue is safe and check on their wellness when you meet to discuss developments in the case.  
22. Sue a health care corporation, institution of higher education or agency that is corrupt for reparation and reform.  For effective reforms note your own grievances with the organization, who presents a disciplinary problem and what should be done to eliminate systemic problems.  Although this is how government is supposed work, by suing for a redress of grievances, it is probably wiser to avoid personal references to your own experiences, to influential criminals or other people’s grievances unless a group of people have joined together in collective self defense and keep each other informed of the developments in the case.  Analyze the history, prior legal cases, statistics, policies and system to determine breaking points in the law.  Suggest what needs to be done to reform the system to reduce harm.  Make your civil and political demands.  When you have prepared a case in which you feel relatively secure follow the formal channels of filing a grievance.  Be prepared to flee the jurisdiction.
23. Analyze a local community that is particularly economically distressed.  Take note of its location the size of the affected population and what statistical population issues are relevant, ie. racial diversity, urban decay, unemployment, transportation, pollution, crime etc.  Hypothesize what is needed to be done to fix the economic problems.  Estimate the costs of implementing health, welfare and rehabilitation programs you think are needed to redress the economic distress of that community or design a particular program you would like to run for that community.  Prepare a report for the local chamber of commerce, non-profit organizations and government.  Co-ordinate with other local organizations.  Apply for grants and ballot measures to sustain the project budget.
24. Analyze a developing nation or group of developing nations with the same problem (The term developing as it is used here is equally applicable to any nation in need of reform).  Take note of the location, population, GDP, human and natural resources, economic indicators, public health statistics, political system and history.  Identify what is problematic and what works efficiently.  Are there issues of territorial integrity or colonialism that can be easily redressed?  Are there epidemics of disease or short life expectancy, what are the causes and what must be done to contain the outbreak?  Are there unfulfilled international treaty obligations, nonexistent national institutions whose fulfillment would be likely to improve economic conditions?  Are there endemic human rights abuses, dictatorship, military conflict or economically retarding rules and red tape that can be peacefully resolved through the rule of law?  Read the literature and take notes until you formulate an idea that would significantly improve the national socio-economy and quality of life.  Prepare a report in the format that would best solve the problem and is most needed, ie. lawsuit, Constitution, political manifesto, international organizational procedure, journal article, book etc. 
1. d. All of the above.  Battle Mountain Sanitarium Reserve statute provides excellent precedence for defending the property rights of people with public entitlements, including their real estate.  It furthermore sets the stage for special projects rehabilitating distressed communities and protects people and property against wanton invasion and injury.
2. b. The Economic Security Act of 14 August 1935 was the first Social Security Act in the United States.

3. d. All of the above.  The Social Security Act, Code of Ethics of the National Association of Social Workers and Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 26 June 1987 are all fundamental to social justice.

4. b. False under current law, as of June 2009 torture within the geographic United States is not punished as a crime nor is it grounds for civil tort under federal law 18 USC 113C.
5. a. True under current law biological weapons are prohibited

6. a. True the United States is party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 26 June 1987.
7. d. Filing a claim for disability insurance is probably the safest, most confidential, method for reporting such medical malpractice.  It would betray the confidence of the patient, whose address they know, to report the complaint to the health care corporation without properly protecting the witness.  Most corrupt corporations act that way because their supervision allows them to act with impunity and complaining to the authority they direct you to is likely to make the problem worse.  Filing a claim with the Court is unlikely to succeed under current law and the issue of impunity is likely to arise except with bankruptcy.  Filing a claim for disability insurance provides the best protection because the individual is due compensation for this injury, the social security office, not the administrative law judge, is safe, they through trial and error may know of the competent authority for correcting this behavior and can protect the debtor from further billings.  The application should mention the poison bill, this bill is therefore bad and the Social Security Office should cause the bills cease. 
8. b. In the absence of social justice the only value of intelligence regarding disease pathogens is as medical evidence for a disability claim.  Otherwise the total disrespect this research into the “alma mater” has for human and animal life causes all value in education, medicine and society to cease.  To cure these deadly and disabling disease the disease pathogens and their delivery systems must be prohibited.  The existence of disease pathogens nullifies the value of medical research hoping to capitalize on human suffering and would be better for society if it was focused on eliminating the manufacture and stockpiles of disease pathogens.
9. a. Under current policies heart disease is not on the Disability Quick List.  Although a kind hearted representative might grant a claim for cardiovascular disease the petitioner is likely to be denied.  Cancer on the other hand is.  Coupled with a policy of anti-trust regarding oncologic procedure, the independence afforded by financial solvency of cancer patients is probably what is helping to improve cancer survival rates, it is also probably why oncologists are trusting more in their patients than medical science.  As the leading cause of death whose pathogen can be had from any disability lawyer heart disease needs to be added to the Disability Quick List.
10. a. No agency shall disclose any record which is contained in a system of records by any means of communication to any person, or to another agency, except pursuant to a written request by the individual to whom the record pertains.  
11. b. At the end of 2008 there were 47 million social security beneficiaries, 35 million retired workers and dependents of retired workers, 5 million survivors of deceased workers, and 7 million disabled workers and dependants of disabled workers.
12. d. In 2004 Medicare and Medicaid served 87 million, 42 million by Medicare and 52 million by Medicaid.

13. c. In 2005 it was estimated that 35-37 million, 12.6-13.2% of the population, lived below the poverty line.

14. c. In 2007 it was estimated that 47 million people did not have health insurance.

15. a. None, the United States is the only industrialized nation without universal health insurance.

16. c. The most likely reason that the United States has not passed universal care legislation is that the Democratic and Republican (DR) parties are in fact one ineffective party whose trademark infringes upon that of doctors and this creates an irreparable conflict of interest wherefore it is proposed to dissolve the parties and the 111th Congress that is so bad at balancing the budget. 

17. d. All of the above.  It is essential that CMS change their name to something that is not sexually or ethnically discriminatory and NHI is a good choice.  Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP are under social security statute and SSA became an independent agency in 1995 it is logical that the health insurance program would follow suit.  To actually insure everyone single payer insurance is the easiest to regulate and Medicaid could be easily expanded to cover those below 250% of the poverty line and sold to small businesses at reduced rates, or private insurance companies could be subsidized.

18. a. Allow for the patients to refuse to pay and to file civil torts for unnecessary, overpriced, involuntary or harmful medical procedures under social security statute.  This way every claim would be adjudicated, medical services would be improved and public health hazards would be eliminated.  The others are good ideas but in a democracy people power is the most effective and negotiating with special interests is a fruitless pastime.
19. d. All of the above.  To balance the federal budget all appropriation of the 111th Congress, including the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac bailout from the 110th Congress must be dissolved, repealed and returned.  Beginning anew, military spending must be limited to less than $400 billion.  Pre-conditions being met Social Security could return up to one half of their surplus and as long as scrutiny of medical claims was heightened to allow people to refuse to pay for unnecessary, involuntary and harmful medical procedures, and sufficiently sue the medical establishment for civil torts, this should balance the budget.

20. b. The Annual Report of the Trustees estimates expenditures will begin to exceed revenues in 2017.  This is not very frightening because the tax rate can always be adjusted upwards and by that time OASDI will have accumulated more than $3 trillion in savings.  Under Keynesian theory it is quite possibly the interest of this excessive savings that is driving the deficit, the war, the disability backlog and staffing shortage and the economic recession.
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