Hospitals & Asylums 

  
Disability Insurance Replenishment Tax (DIRT) Act of 2014 HA-4-7-14

To amend the DI tax rate from 1.80% to 2.61%, from 0.90% to 1.305% for employees and from 0.90% to 1.305% for employers under Sec. 201(b)(1)(S) of the Social Security Act 42USC(7)II§401 without increasing the overall 12.4% OASDI or 15.3% OASDI and Hospital Insurance (HI) tax-rate under 26USC(A)(2)§1401.  

To amend the OASI tax rate from 10.60% to 9.79%, from 5.30% to 4.895% for employee under 26USC(C)(21)(A)§3101 (a) and from 5.30% to 4.895% for employers under 26USC(C)(21)(A)§3111 (a) 

Be it enacted by the House and Senate Assembled, Referred to the Ways and Means Committee 

By Anthony J. Sanders, DI $669 (2014) 

sanderstony@live.com
I. Anarchy Agenda

A. Chaplain’s Prayer for Rapture Insurance $700 mo. July 2014- December 2015
B. Why Can’t We All Just Act Like U.S. Customs Graduated from Homeland Security (HS) in 12 Years Like a Literate Nation?
C. 20th Anniversary of the Violence against Women Act to Abolish the FBI for 10 million Counts of TANF Deprivation
II. Actuarial Reports 

D. Disability Insurance
E. Medicare and Social Security
F. SSI
G. National Poverty
H. California
III. Budget Requests

I. Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAY) to save $12 billion annually
J. Presidential Accountability for Disaster Insurance 

K. Pardon Rod Blagojevich to save $109 billion and Act to Gas Export Tax (GET) for the Highway Trust Fund
L. $20 billion FY2014 + 3% annual growth for the USPS from $1 trillion DHHS spending limit     
SSA Commissioner Contestants 
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Stanley Friendship, 

Seattle Regional SSA Commissioner
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Carolyn W. Colvin, Acting SSA Commissioner


I. Anarchy Agenda

A. Chaplain’s Prayer for Rapture Insurance $700 a month July 2014-December 2015 

The weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold (1Kings 10:14)(2 Chronicles 9:13).  He who has an ear, let him hear.  If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go.  If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed.  This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints for forty-two months…He also forced everyone great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark which is the name of the beast or the number of his name, This calls for wisdom.  If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number.  His number is 666 (Revelation 13:9, 10 & 16-18).  If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath…There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name (Revelation 14: 9-11).  O Prophet! why do you forbid (yourself) that which Allah has made lawful for you; you seek to please your wives; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful (The Prohibition 66:1). O you who believe! save yourselves and your families from a fire whose fuel is men and stones; over it are angels stern and strong, they do not disobey Allah in what He commands them, and do as they are commanded (The Prohibition 66:6). Thy people called it a lie, and yet it is the truth. Say, I have not charge over you; to every prophecy is a set time, and in the end ye shall know (Cattle 6:66).  Say: Come I will recite what your Lord has forbidden to you-- (remember) that you do not associate anything with Him and show kindness to your parents, and do not slay your children for (fear of) poverty-- We provide for you and for them-- and do not draw nigh to indecencies, those of them which are apparent and those which are concealed, and do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden except for the requirements of justice; this He has enjoined you with that you may understand (Cattle 6:151).

Three years of $674 a month SSI, that is thirty-six months, plus another year of DI $669 for mental disability, that is forty-eight months, already six months too long and threatening benefit reductions to do it all over again in three years. To do poetry justice it might be better to call the Great Recession the Rapture.  Both the Social Security trustees and the Congressional Budget Office project that beginning in 2016 the Disability Insurance Trust Fund will only have enough to pay approximately eighty percent of disability insurance benefits (Colvin ’14).  Stephen C. Goss the Chief Actuary certifies, “The necessary tax rate increase of 2.61% differs from the 2.6% actuarial deficit for two reasons. First, the necessary tax rate is the rate required to maintain solvency throughout the period that does not result in any trust fund reserve at the end of the period, whereas the actuarial deficit incorporates an ending trust fund balance equal to 1 year’s cost. Second, the necessary tax rate reflects a behavioral response to tax rate changes, whereas the actuarial deficit does not. In particular, the calculation of the necessary tax rate assumes that an increase in payroll taxes results in a small shift of wages and salaries to forms of employee compensation that are not subject to the payroll tax” (Goss ’12: 4).  DI Trust Fund reserves expressed as a percent of annual cost (the trust fund ratio) declined to 85 percent at the beginning of 2013, and the Trustees project trust fund depletion in 2016, the same year projected in the last Trustees Report. DI cost has exceeded non-interest income since 2005, and the trust fund ratio has declined since peaking in 2003. While legislation is needed to address all of Social Security’s financial imbalances, the need has become most urgent with respect to the program’s DI component. Lawmakers need to act soon to avoid reduced payments to DI beneficiaries three years from now.  DI Trust Fund asset reserves, which have been declining since 2008, are projected to be fully depleted in 2016, as reported last year. Payment of full DI benefits beyond 2016, when tax income would cover only 80 percent of scheduled benefits, will require legislation to address the financial imbalance, possibly including a reallocation of the OASDI payroll tax rate between OASI and DI. The OASDI reserves currently continue to grow because projected interest earnings ($103 billion in 2013) still substantially exceed the non-interest income deficit (Lew et al ’14).  Deprivation of relief benefits is not a legal ploy to negotiate with Congress to ratify it is a civil rights violation punished with up to twelve months in prison under 18USC(13)§246.  
The situation is dire because Acting SSA Commissioner Carolyn W. Colvin has recidivated and it must be clarified that beneficiaries receive any payment approximating $666 ($600-699) as evidence of incitement to the crime of genocide by the Commissioner and hold her responsible for a significant portion of their bad luck under the Convention on the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948 as codified at 18USC(50A)§1091. After taking over for her former obese Harvard educated lawyer boss who plagiarized my request for $1,000 with SSI $674 a month for three years without COLA December 2008 – December 2011 after a generous prepaid COLA, she has again colluded with the CPI to punish some beneficiaries, including me, this time with $669 a month or so (December 2013-14).  In terms of copyright law my poor pay from SSDI is an attempt to exclude the federal government from expressing (any 2008-2011 & 2014) knowledge of my balanced federal budget since 2004, perfected in 2010 and 2012 to prevent 100% of GDP debt, until such a time that the U.S. Treasurer purchases an update for $1,000.  Social Security owes the General Fund up to $1 million for two counts of incitement of the crime of genocide.  Rapture insurance might cost OASI up to $500 million compensation FY 2014 and would ensure that beneficiaries won’t be persecuted with the number of the beast again, they’ll get automatically bumped to $700, after reaching $600-699 for 42 months, or being robbed in an underpayment overpayment scandal, disability review or other ostensibly Congressionally mandated hassle in need of abolition under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 44USC§3508 for what must be the first and last time.   
2014 is the 20th Anniversary of the Violence against Women Act of 1994 that failed to abolish the FBI resulting in a reduction of the TANF rolls from 14 million to 4 million today.  The police informants Judas Iscariot and Mary Magdalene betrayed Jesus Christ. The Virgin Mary doctrine compels the truthful woman, noting only the men were slain in this story from the Gospel, hopefully reminded on the divorce form, use her maiden name professionally; or be forever heckled for being a rich non-paying witch like Acting Commissioner Carolyn W. Colvin. Not to be confused with the saintly Democratic prosecutor from Ohio Rep. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones September 10, 1949 – August 20, 2008 who died of brain aneurysm while driving, and might have leveled the 10 million counts of deprivation of TANF benefits in her report precisely against the FBI, as HA does this day, died of a brain aneurysm while driving. I had just subscribed to Tubb-Jones’ newsletter with the knowledge of my atherosclerotic black girlfriend at the time, Ms. Jones.  She then sold me to a psychiatric hospital to squat my apartment in peace after needing to resupply her free prescription for antidepressants, the first generation of which were known to acquit consumers who became homicidally psychotic, losing her temp job, making me a vegan before I became an athlete years later and thousands of miles away who can eat meat without being murdered and read the Salvation Army chastise her poetry regarding the heart as violence at the free dental clinic.  Don’t date people petitioning the same SSA ALJ until they get licensed social workers for that post.  The 6 year term of the Commissioner prophesied in Al Gore’s “locked boxes” in 2000 was legislated on January 19, 2001 and needs to be reduced to the normal human 1 to 2 year term of the Ways and Means Committee, or abolished without any further congressional interference with the natural rate of retirement of the social security commissioners under Section 702 of Title VII of the Social Security Act 42USC(7)VII§902(a)(3).  Jo Anne B. Barnhart, nominated by President Bush on July 17, 2001, and confirmed by the Senate on November 2, 2001 was sworn in on November 9, 2001.  She was the first Commissioner to serve six years in office since the founding Commissioner Arthur J. Altmeyer served from July 16, 1946 to April 10, 1953.  6 years SSA Commissioner is too long for any mortal but the creator.  Stanley Friendship for SSA Commissioner – saint, social worker, 30 years’ experience working for SSA, Seattle Regional Commissioner and professional drummer.    
Rudolph Rocker wrote, ‘anarchism is not a fixed, self-enclosed social system but rather a definite trend in the historic development of mankind, which, in contrast with the intellectual guardianship of all clerical and governmental institutions, strives for the free unhindered unfolding of all the individual and social forces of life.  For the anarchist, freedom is the possibility for every human being to bring to full development all the powers, capacities, and talents with which nature has endowed, and turn them into social account.  The less this natural development of man is influenced by ecclesiastical or political guardianship, the more efficient and harmonious will human personality become, the more will it become the measure of the intellectual culture of the society in which it has grown.  Anarcho-syndicalists are convinced that a Socialist economic order cannot be created by decrees and statutes of a government, but only by the solidaric collaboration of the workers.  Wilhelm von Humboldt, an early advocate for libertarianism, wrote, ‘Freedom is the first and indispensable condition which the possibility of development presupposes… The incapacity for freedom can only arise from a want of moral and intellectual power (Chomsky ’13: 1, 2, 131).  The anarchist takes their stand with those who struggle to bring about “the third and last emancipatory phase of history”, the first having made serfs of slaves, the second having made wage earners out of serfs, and the third which abolishes the proletariat in a final act of liberation that places control over the economy in the hands of free and voluntary associations of producers.  The problem of freeing man from the curse of economic exploitation and political and social enslavement remains the problem of our time.  Wage slavery is intolerable.  People should not be forced to pay rents they can ill afford. The core of anarchist tradition is that power is always illegitimate, unless it proves itself to be legitimate.  So the burden of proof is always on those who claim that some authoritarian hierarchic relation is legitimate.  If they can’t prove it, then it should be dismantled (Chomsky ’13: 1, 2, 131, 11, 20, 21, 110).  Americans lawyers need to know what kind of horrible government they have officially had since the Supreme Court decided Bush v. Gore (2000) - Anarchy - requiring abolition of the government; abolition of the four generations of prohibition proletariat of forced labor left over from Prohibition under the Slavery Convention of 1926 to be precise.    

Theology is often a powerful tool for peace and justice, but in this case, the compulsion to punish social security under both religious law and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 1948, eclipses the need of the non-Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAYing) federal government for an update of the HA balanced budget this June, I dedicate to health and welfare.  With paying social work and not theology nor law being the solution, it is difficult to find a doctor of divinity whose understanding of the number of the beast is greater than his fear of a church shooting.  The forensic preacher is challenged to condemn the bureaucratic abuse of the number of the beast, as incitement to the crime of genocide, which we are all compelled to prevent and punish, by international law. Iron Maiden produced a downloadable single titled, “Number of the Beast”.  Revelation is most popular among religious madmen without any merit, such as myself when I was involuntarily under the influence of dimethoxymethyl-amphetamine (DOM), 50 times more diabolical than DMT for three days to six stressed out months in Christian hell. In his sermon on tribal religions Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. proselytized, “At the center of Christianity stands the Christ who is now and ever shall be the highest revelation of God.  He, more than any other person that has ever lived in history, reveals the true nature of God.  Through his life, death, and resurrection the power of eternity broke forth into time” (King & Baldwin ’12: 196).  When making biblical references Christian government would do better to cite the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In my experience it is painfully clear there is a separation of church and state in the United States, nearly every “armed” infringement, by the state of a church, specifically the speech of the police chief, instantly resulted in a homicide just outside his jurisdiction, all facilitated by the civilian councilwoman who left.  The Old Testament reminds us that there is a divine punishment for those who violate the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)(Deuteronomy 5: 6-21).  For instance, I was recently prosecuted in propio motu for working on the Sabbath; the milk soured and I took three days off.  

Treasury Secretary Lew got into trouble this Annual Trustees Report 2014 for conspiring with the Social Security Commissioner’s doomsday prophecy to pay large populations $666 a third time by reducing benefits to 80% in 2016.  It seems best that Lew be presumed an innocent, albeit difficult to table Windows 8 fuzz, until he actually deprives relief benefits as threatened in 2016 and until then the General Fund is immediately due up to a $1 million fine and public statement promising non-repetition from the SSA Commissioner for two counts of incitement of genocide using the number of the beast and one count of attempted deprivation of relief benefits which we are moved to prevent.  Agriculture Secretary Vilsack is officially a villain since he anarchically cut food stamp spending in autumn of 2013 to scorn women petitioning for the abolition of the White House Office of Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator under the Slavery Convention of 1926 to protect their privacy.  Few to none lost all their food stamps and the poorest receive full benefits so we shall only charge Vilsack with one count of deprivation of relief benefits, and we shall need a new Agriculture Secretary because by cutting SNAP benefits he has failed us.  The FBI on the other hand is charged with10 million counts of deprivation of relief benefits for the damage their Violence against Women anarchy has caused the TANF rolls; the FBI needs to be abolished under the Slavery Convention of 1926.  To save her 6 year term and Lew’s innocence the public letter of the Commissioner to the Treasurer and other Social Security Trustees regarding Rapture Insurance and up to $1 million fine for two counts of incitement to the crime of genocide using the number of the beast, must include a resolution of the Commissioner to pay for DI with OASI if Congress cannot unanimously vote for the math at the top of this Act which she affixes to her letterheads these days?  Mountain died of Hodgkin’s lymphoma before we could vouch for the 95% effectiveness of modern combination chemotherapy, let alone the 70 cent a week cost of oral methotrexate that doesn’t make your hair fall out, although the myelosuppression threatens leukemia, Gleevac and bone marrow transplant with overuse.  David Haskamp is presumed to have taken an irregular dose of his antipsychotic medicine in lieu of champagne and died New Year’s Eve 2013, before I had informed him the new FDA approved antidote for antipsychotic and childhood stimulant Parkinsonian facial tic side-effect is Amantadine (Symmetrel) since the tried and true Cogentin (benztropine mesylate), I had talked with him about, was withdrawn from market by corporate volition, shortly after he received his annual statement for 2014 – DI $669?  

Review of abnormal mortality and hospitalization statistics in SSI and DI mental retardation beneficiaries (2008-2011) is needed.  It might be nice to notice that children with Down’s syndrome have such severe congenital heart disease that mother’s milk causes heart attacks requiring a vegan diet for fat people to vegetarian diet for thin people and Special Olympics exercise routine, just like their older parents who may need an equal amount of help learning these new tricks (Sanders ’13).  Cardiac drug other than statins are the second leading cause of drug overdose after antipsychotic drugs and sleep aids.  A change of heart is needed in the medical and forestry literature to properly note that Hawthorne is the supreme herb for the heart in medical botany. Although the language regarding ‘combating’ mental retardation is not acceptable the Marine Corp physical fitness test (PFT) three sets of 50-100 push-ups, crunches and three mile run must be done everday to tolerate animal products or hiking 14 miles with a 65 pound pack from the food pantry.  I witness the overweight mongoloid son of an overweight Asian volunteer cook get in a fight, yell at and passive aggressively hit another older woman.  In the aftermath there were only male volunteers and the cooking gave rise to gallstones everytime, which although amenable to gluten free diet with little fat, are more often than not, uncurable without $10 Stonebreaker tincture for two days or surgery. Receiving $668 (2008-2011) the mentally retarded and their families have suffered the most of all from this peculiar scheduling of the number of the beast.  The language regarding being killed with a sword or taken into captivity is too frightening for a general audience so small as Congress let alone a ‘Rapture’ involving ten million beneficiaries 2008-2011.  Both classes of SSI and DI mental retardation beneficiary survival 2008-2011 must be surveyed before SSA can presume that it is safe to mark their beneficiaries with the number of the beast.  Astrue’s peculiar obsession with 666 is in fact a cruel and unusual punishment or treatment, needs to be abolished, and the United States is notorious about abolishing welfare instead of the infringing prohibition proletariat, by appointing licensed social workers ALJ, instead of lawyers, in the case of SSA.  Being a DI overpayment punishee amongst OASI and state pension plan suffragettes, I propose that SSA guarantee beneficiaries Rapture Insurance - SSA shall limit the time an annual COLA receiving beneficiary spends earning between $600 and $699 to 42 months, three years and six months (Revelation 13:10).  At a steady, best legislated 3% COLA, after three years a beneficiary would be receiving $654, then, six months later, after 42 months of receiving between $600 and $699 SSA would give a boost to $700 from whence the COLA would accumulate normally in December and also by repayment.  Rapture Insurance for overpayment punishees and COLA beneficiaries, alike.  No overpayment punishment shall reduce benefits below $700 if such disability reviews, invasions of privacy and tortures have not been abolished under the Paperwork Reduction Act. For me 42 months of pre-meditated 666 is now. 

B. Why Can’t We All Just Act Like U.S. Customs Graduated from Homeland Security (HA) in 12 Years Like a Literate Nation?
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) employment page specifically excludes so-called non-citizens and my circa 1988 naturalization disclaimer and my Mexican soup chef’s U.S. birth/deportation are unable to procure picture identification documents without current passport and license.  The social security administration conspires by denying immigrant’s social security cards without any social service upon USCIS from whence SSA claims documents are needed.  Furthermore social security cards have been disclaimed if they are laminated.  While no invariably poor so-called undocumented alien I know is planning on leaving the country without a gold plated hand-written diplomatic visa in the current international climate of so called U.S. drone strikes and special renditions, we are concerned that we wouldn’t be allowed back in the country of our family, the USA, if we managed to leave.  Due to expirations it can be estimated that in 2014 there are an equal number of undocumented aliens and naturalized U.S. citizens with valid identity documents - 15 million.  Make sure to keep both state ID or driver’s license and passport current.  Customs could rule that disclaimers on naturalization papers, birth certificates, social security cards are discrimination for the purpose of selling everyone in the United States affordable identification documents under Arts. 27 and 29 of the International Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees that require governments to grant identification documents, equally to all refugees under the 1967 Protocol. The fundamental principles of the 1951 Convention are non-discrimination, non-penalization and non-refoulement. Social security and welfare benefits of refugees are also protected.  Article 23 and 24 - Public relief; Labor legislation and social security - The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory the same treatment with respect to public relief and assistance as is accorded to their nationals.  Abolish the disclaimer.  
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My ungarnishable Bachellor’s degree in international relations did not track me to the U.S. Foreign Service exam until after I had become knowledgeable of the profanity written by Congress in the prima facie of Title 22 Foreign Relations and Intercourse (a-FRaI-d) that requires technical amendment to be Foreign Relations (FR-ee), Court of International Trade of the United States (COITUS) to Customs Court (CC) and Title 6 Domestic Security and Department of Homeland Security (HS) to Customs within 12 years of the Homeland Security Act of Nov. 2002.  The U.S. might save face by graduating HS in 12 years, although in truth after four years the diplomatic department was seized by lawyers - anarchy.  The graduation of U.S. Customs within 12 years from the Homeland Security Act of Nov. 2002 is the primary indicator of social progress and development this 2014.  It is our nation’s last chance to save face.  Having abolished the Immigration and Naturalization (INS) in 2002 and Asia and Near East (ANE) Bureau for USAID in 2009 at my command, Customs was committed to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital and the slope was denuded, and building in photo hereby condemned, if it has not already been, by the Coast Guard in violation of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 and Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 that stressed the use of Forest Plans to include a reforestation plan so that cutover lands can be restocked with assurance within five years of the final harvest and prohibiting logging where soil, slope or other watershed conditions will be irreversibly damaged and requires each sale to include a sale area improvement plan outlining mitigation measures required to counter logging impacts.  
Subsequent to the Customs House Act, St. Elizabeth (CHASTE) of 2011 for the HA Bicentennial, my out of state driver’s license expired and I too now equally suffer undocumented alien status, I find the term Stateless more stately, although it might mislead all possibly out-of-state Americans from the ever present danger of joint ID and passport loss, theft or expiration. With such poor Customs, if the United States is to have any success at selling fossil fuels at equal prices due to their advantageous leadership in shale oil and gas fracking technology to reverse deforestation caused by urban fuelwood and charcoal dependence, the United States must ratify both (1) the Law of the Sea to create a civilian Fishing Safety and Health Administration (FSHA) to regulate the nation’s most dangerous industry  and (2) the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as well as the Cartagena Protocol and Kuala-Lumpur Supplemental Protocol that pointedly hold the United States and other nations responsible for corporate liability for the transboundary spread of biologically (genetically GM) modified organisms.  Logging is the second most dangerous job and the OSHA manual must require “snow chains and altitude sickness training”. With 0.2% net annual forest growth, despite the world’s greatest demand for wood pulp and paper products, the United States should ratify the CBD and propose a new ‘Jogging Road’ protocol to ban clearcutting, the cutting of trees greater than 24 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) and promote native species nurseries, which is more sensitive to all ecosystems, including North Americas natural comparative paucity of biodiversity which should not be promoted with nationally patented monocropss.  Harvesting should be limited to the absolute minimum needed to create planned roads and human habitations under the forest canopy. Replanting should be done in native tree species.  Once the most dangerous job, mining is now as safe as farming since the traumatic birth of the Mining Safety and Health Act of 1977 (Sanders ’14); FY2014 is dedicated to the deficit neutral; 
‘Homeland Security (HS) Graduation Act of 2014’

To abolish the Department of Homeland Security (HS) and create "Customs" in Title 6 of the United States Code and Code of Federal Regulations within 12 years of the Homeland Security Act of Nov. 2002.  

To amend Title 22 Foreign Relations and Intercourse (a-FRAI-d) to Title 22 Foreign Relations (FR-EE). 

To abolish the Court of International Trade of the United States (COITUS) and create Customs Court (CC). 

To abolish U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) and create a U.S. Naturalization Service (USNS). 

To rule the necessity for and disclaimer on Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) naturalization papers a novel discrimination against naturalized U.S. citizens by the Obama Administration under Arts. 27 and 29 of the International Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, to grant identification documents, equally to all refugees under the 1967 Protocol. The fundamental principles of the 1951 Convention are non-discrimination, non-penalization and non-refoulement. 

To amend federal torture statute to comply with Arts. 2, 4 and 14 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 1984.  The phrase “outside the United States” must be repealed from 18USC(113C) §2340A(a) and Exclusive Remedies at 18USC(113C)§2340B amended so: (1) The  legal system shall ensure that the victim of an act of torture obtains redress and has an enforceable right to fair and adequate compensation, including the means for as full rehabilitation as possible.  In the event of the death of the victim as a result of an act of torture, his dependants shall be entitled to compensation. (2) Nothing in this article shall affect any right of the victim or other persons to compensation which may exist under national law.  

Be the federal police finance and White House Office of Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) abolished and employees preferentially transferred to the Department of Commerce, Department of Justice and a new Drug Evaluation Agency (DEA) and Center for Alcohol, Tobacco and Marijuana (ATM) in the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) under 5USCIIIB(35)I§3503. 

When Congress has corrected these errors they are welcome to return to work, from their long holiday with pay, for President Barack Obama this FY2014 re-dedicated to the repeal of the Jim Crow laws codified in Sections 2-5 of Amendment XIV of 1868 protecting tribal tax exemptions under Section 1. 
In the early nineteenth century North Caroline case Gobu v. Gobu, in which a white girl found an abandoned baby whom she claimed as her slave.  When this enslaved boy grew to maturity he sued for his freedom.  No one knew the identity of his biological parents.  In appearance, according to the court, he was “of an olive colour, between black and yellow, had long hair and a prominent nose”.  Judge John Louis Taylor expressly states that if he had recognized the plaintiff as “black”, the plaintiff would have borne the burden of proving that he was not a slave.  The judge required the slaveholder to bear the burden of proving that the plaintiff was properly enslaved.  Following the publication of his Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World, but in Particular, and Very Expressly, to those of the United States of America David Walker (1785-1830) was blacklisted by several southern state legislatures who enacted laws banning seditious literature and further punishing the education of slaves.  In Georgia, a bounty was put on Walker: ten thousand dollars alive, one thousand dollars dead.  Walker died in 1830 under mysterious circumstances.  Many suspect he was poisoned. In the infamous case of Dred Scott v. Sanford, 60 U.S. 393 (1856), the Supreme Court held that regardless of status as slaves or free persons, blacks were ineligible for United States citizenship.  Citizenship through birthright conclusively settled only in 1868 by the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.  In 1866, the Congress that framed the Fourteenth Amendment subsequently enacted a statute appropriating money for the “relief of colored women and children”.  The next year, the Congress enacted a statute providing relief for destitute “colored” people in the District of Columbia.  Year after year in the Civil War period, before, during, and after ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment – Congress made special appropriations for awarding bounty a prize money to the ‘colored’ soldiers and sailors in the Union Army.  American statutory and constitutional law allows for expatriation – revoking citizenship – but makes such revocation difficult to effectuate.  Strauder v. West Virginia, 100 U.S. 303 (1880), marked the first time the Supreme Court applied the Fourteenth Amendment in a racial context, containing “a necessary implication of a positive immunity or right most valuable to the coloured race –the right of exemption from unfriendly legislation against them distinctively as colored – exemption from legal discriminations, implying inferiority in civil society, lessening the security of their enjoyment of the rights which others enjoy ,and discriminations which are steps towards reducing them to the condition of a subject race (Kennedy ’08: 21, 29, 104).   

For a brief period after the Civil War ended in 1865, newly freed slaves enjoyed the right to vote, hold office and have equal access to education, jobs and services for the first time in the South.  But their former masters were not willing to give up their superior position in society.  Within a decade, white Southerners, intent on reestablishing segregation and depriving African-Americans of political power, began campaigns of terror, led by the Ku Klux Klan, to force blacks into abandoning their newfound rights.  By the late 1870s, white segregationists had regained political control over most state governments in the South and had passed “Jim Crow” laws, which legalized inequality between African Americans and whites in all areas of public life.  By 1880, less than 10 percent of African Americans eligible to vote were registered to vote in the Southern states, deterred by expensive poll taxes and bizarre literacy tests, which required that they recite the Constitution from memory.  African Americans were restricted to separate – and vastly inferior schools.  Restaurants, movie theatres, public transportation and sports arenas had separate seating, water fountains and bathrooms for blacks and whites.  Some businesses banned blacks altogether.  Many jobs were restricted to white applicants and African Americans received lower pay for doing the same work as whites.  All neighborhoods were officially segregated.  Always hovering in the background was the threat of violence. Blacks had no legal protection; Juries were all white, and prosecutors or police routinely intimidated witnesses and defendants.  Lynch mobs often took the law into their own hands.  By the 1950s, the South was still a segregated society, and African Americans had almost no political power to change these laws and customs.  In the national political party structure, race as an issue cut across party lines:  The Democratic Party had both liberal members in the North and segregationist members in the South.  Northern Republicans were liberal on racial issues, but other Republicans form the Midwest and West were not.  Attempts to change federal laws often failed because of these political party alliances.  In addition, a significant number of Southern senators used their powerful committee chairmanships to block legislation to override the Jim Crow laws.  And then there was the filibuster rule in the Senate, which allowed unlimited debate unless two-thirds of the Senate approved moving a bill to a majority vote.  Even in extreme cases where bills did manage to get to the Senate floor, the threat of unlimited debate prevent most civil rights legislation from ever being voted on (Schenkkan ’12: 4).

Dred Scot v. Sandford made blacks ineligible for federal citizenship and Plessy v. Ferguson upheld the constitutionality of state-compelled racial segregation) (Kennedy ’08: 138).  In Pace v. Alabama, 106 U.S. 583 (1883) (upholding a statute that penalized interracial fornication more harshly than intraracial fornication); Cumming v. Richmond County Board of Education, 175 U.S 528 (1899) (upholding a decision of school board to end access to public secondary education for blacks while retaining access to public secondary education for whites).  In Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No 1 et al 127 S. Ct 2782 n.19, the Supreme Court invalidated a student assignment plan that used racial distinctions to maintain racial diversity in public high schools.  Justice Thomas maintained that race-based government measured during the 1860s and 1879s to remedy state-enforced slavery were not inconsistent with his conception of constitutional limitations, since “the color-blind Constitution does not bar the government from taking measured to remedy state-sponsored discrimination” (Kennedy ’08: 21, 29, 101, 104).  The Supreme Court held in Trop v. Dulles, 356 U.S 86 (1958) that the federal constitution prohibits expatriation as a punishment for crime.  To expatriate an individual who has a legitimate claim to citizenship, the government must prove that the person specifically intended to renounce her citizenship according to Vance v. Terrazas, 444 U.S. 252 (1979) (Kennedy ’08: 101).

A “sellout” is a person who betrays something to which she is said to owe allegiance.  When used in a racial context among African Americans, “sellout” is a disparaging term that refers to blacks who knowingly or with gross negligence act against the interest of blacks as a whole.  After 1920, the Bureau ceased enumerating mulattoes.  It adopted the one-drop rule, declaring that persons of “mixed blood” would be “classified according to the nonwhite racial strain.  The Use of black spies to maintain surveillance of black activists was ongoing and, systematic and extensive.  In 1967, the FBI launched a “Ghetto Informant Project” aimed at enabling officials to monitor the tenor of public opinion in black communities.  By the summer of 1968, the FBI had hired some 3,248 individuals to develop its “ghetto listening posts”.  Under the direction of the FBI, black spies and agents provocateurs penetrated virtually all of the significant black activist organizations.  Justice Clarence Thomas is the most vilified black official in the history of the United States.  His name has become synonymous with selling out.  To “pull a Clarence Thomas” is to engage in racial betrayal.  When he was nominated by President George H.W. Bush to fill the seat vacated by Thurgood Marshall in 1991, polling revealed that 54 percent of African Americans approved of his nomination while 17 percent disapproved.  After his nomination was imperiled by his former assistant Anita Hill’s allegations that he sexually harassed her, his support among blacks jumped considerably, with one poll showing a rise in support to 63 percent while another showed a rise to 70 percent.  Five years later a poll conducted by the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies indicated that 44 percent of blacks had an unfavorable view of Thomas and only 32 percent viewed him favorably.  In a poll conducted in December 2000 (in the immediate aftermath of the Bush v. Gore (2000), 52 percent of blacks (but only 30 percent of whites) stated that they had an unfavorable opinion of Thomas, while 35 percent of blacks (and 49 percent of whites) stated that they had a favorable opinion of the justice.  Nothing has been more central to the vilification of Clarence Thomas than his opposition to racial affirmative action – programs that expressly benefit racial minorities in competition for scarce, highly coveted positions in employment or educational institutions.  Some observers fault Thomas for having publicly castigated his sister because she received welfare assistance. Thomas is reported to have said of his sister: “She gets mad when the mailman is late with her welfare check.  That’s how dependent she is.  What’s worse is now her kids feel entitled to the check, too.  They have no motivation for doing better or getting out of that situation”.  Thomas apologized to his sister, she forgave him, and steadfastly supported him during his confirmation ordeal.  Anita Faye Hill, an aide to Thomas when he was head of the EEOC, a Yale Law School alumna, she accused him of having made lewd sexual comments to her and of making unwelcome advances.  Thomas wrote, “this is circus.  It is a national disgrace.  And from my standpoint as a black America as far as I’m concerned, it is a high-tech lynching for uppity blacks who in any way deign to think for themselves, to have different ideas, and it is a message that unless you kow-tow to an old order, this is what will happen to you, you will be lynched, destroyed, caricatured by a committee of the U.S. Senate, rather than hung from a tree” (Kennedy ’08: 4, 18, 19, 52, 87, 88, 90, 91, 113-115).

The poverty rate was cut in half in the 1960s, under President Johnson’s Great Society, going from 22.4 percent in 1959 – the first year we have poverty statistics – to the 11.1 percent of 1973.  President Johnson, a Texan at war with Vietnam said, “The purpose of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 was to offer opportunity, not an opiate”.  The strategy of the war on poverty was primarily one of opening the door of opportunity to all Americans.  President Reagan said “we fought a war on poverty and poverty won”.  Job Corps residential programs are funded at about $1.7 billion annually.  The Community Health Centers program has an annual budget in excess of $2 billion.  The powerful civil rights laws, especially the ban on employment discrimination in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, were instrumental in opening employer’s doors.  African-American poverty fell from 55.1 percent in 1959 to 33.5 percent in 1970.  The number of people on welfare went from 3 million in 1960 to 8.5 million in 1970.  Welfare did not raise a family’s income above poverty by itself, but it could bring a partial check to supplement a low-wage job and could add to the resources of an extended family (Edelman ’12: 14, 16, 17, 19).  The twenty-first century began with the nation in the best position on poverty in thirty years.  At the end of the Clinton administration, the poverty level was 11.3 percent of the population, only a tick higher than the 1973 low point of 11.1 percent.  Before the recession began, six million people were added to the ranks of the poor between 2000 and 2007.  Another 9 million became poor between 2007 and 2010, the year when the total number of people in poverty reached 46.2 million, or 15.1 percent of the population.  Family homelessness went up 20 percent between 2007 and 2010.  The Pew Center reported that between 2005 and 2009 the median wealth of Hispanics fell by 66 percent and that of African Americans fell by 53 percent, while whites lost 16 percent.  By 2009, the median wealth of white households was twenty times that of African Americans and eighteen times that of Latinos.  The Economic Policy Institute reported even more devastating figures, putting white median wealth at $97,860, 44.5 times that of African Americans.  The absolute figure for black median household wealth as $2,200, down 65 percent since 1983.  The number of children added to the rolls of the poor between 2008 and 2009 was the highest annual increase ever seen.  The number of homeless children in public schools went up 41 percent in just that one year.  Poverty looks different now than from four decades ago.  The elderly are much less poor, and children have become the poorest group.  Rural poverty, still somewhat on the high side percentage-wise, reflects many fewer people because fewer people live in rural America – although those who do reside there are especially likely to be among the persistently poor. Suburban poverty grew 53 percent between 2000 and 2010, compared to only 16 percent in cities.  Only 4 percent of households with more than one earner are in poverty, compared with 24 percent of households with a single earner.  In November 2011 the government concluded that the number of poor people in 2010 was 49.1 million, and the poverty rate was 16 percent.  The Economic Policy Institute and Wider Opportunities for Women have found that a livable income is about twice the poverty line.  This includes 103 million people at present and encompasses tens of millions who do not consider themselves poor.  The portion of the population with incomes below twice the poverty line rises to a remarkable 47.8 percent (or more than 146 million people), compared to the 34 percent (103 million people) who are below twice the poverty line under the official measure.  A major reason why so many more people appear in this category is the cost of out-of-pocket medical expenses (Edelman ’12: 25, 26, 28, 29).

Annual Random Survey of 3.6 Million Beneficiaries by Age, Race and Sex 2009
	
	All
	Male 
	Female
	All Races
	White
	Black
	Other

	Average Benefit of Retired Workers
	1,182
	1,366
	974
	1,182
	1,229
	1,073
	964

	Average Benefit of Disabled Workers
	1,120
	1,255
	963
	1,120
	1,180
	1,014
	963

	Number of Retired Workers
	2,739,966
	1,452,329
	1,287,637
	2,739,966
	2,147,458
	246,045
	346,463

	Number of Disabled Workers
	970,696
	521,424
	449,272
	970,696
	655,392
	173,181
	136,536

	Actual Number of Retired Workers
	37 million
	Actual Number of Disabled Workers
	10 million
	Actual Number of Survivors
	6 million
	FICA Taxpayers
	157


Source: Annual Statistical Supplement, 2010. February 2011 is a purely academic survey of race, gender or average price
The current theory is that black is a qualifying disability for DI and SSI under poverty guidelines but that might increase rolls by 10 million beneficiaries and the expense calls for due process under Section 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment without any of the Jim Crow in Sections 2-5 in such want of abolition.  The Annual Statistical Supplement above is a random sample concealing some very telling statistics regarding what we presume to be statistical shortage of African-American beneficiaries as severe as African-American poverty.  A civil right is an enforceable right or privilege for an individual, which if interfered with by another gives rise to an action for injury. Examples of civil rights are freedom of speech, press, assembly, the right to vote, freedom from slavery and involuntary servitude, and the right to equality in public places, health and welfare benefits.  Discrimination occurs when the civil rights of an individual are denied or interfered with because of their membership in a particular group or class.  Statutes have been enacted to prevent discrimination based on a person’s race, gender, religion, age, previous condition of servitude, disability, national origin and in some instances sexual preference.  The Social Security Administration (SSA) needs to produce an authentic, non-academic, Annual Statistical Supplement, of all their beneficiaries by race (sex and age).  The President needs to approve statistical surveys of the number of beneficiaries and benefit amount to ensure non-discrimination against beneficiaries of Federal Assistance Programs on the basis of race, sex, disability, religion or national origin under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 42USC(21)V§2000d-1 – specifically race (by sex, age, benefit type and amount). The International Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and 1967 Protocol requires governments to grant identification documents, equally to all refugees under the 1967 Protocol. Social security and welfare benefits of refugees are also protected.  Article 23 and 24 - Public relief; Labor legislation and social security - The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory the same treatment with respect to public relief and assistance as is accorded to their nationals. 

C. 20th Anniversary of the Violence against Women Act to Abolish the FBI for 10 Million Counts of TANF Deprivation
TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) rolls, since the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996 (Public Law 104-193) abolished aid for families with dependent children (AFDC), have declined from 14 million in 1996 to 4 million in 2013.  Although Congress has had an opportunity to applaud the single mothers who earn above a poverty line income, it is now our responsibility to assist the swelling ranks of extremely poor TANF eligible families with children who earn from 15% to 50% of the poverty line, depending on the state.  2014 is Mary Magdalene’s 20th anniversary reporting to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) under the Violence against Women Act of 1994.  The Violence against Women Act of 1994 incited, and continues to incite genocide due to technical writing error of inappropriately acting out a problematic judicial and social issue – violence against women; the remorseless armed infringement of the FBI on domestic violence is no substitute for welfare.  The language of the Violence against Women ‘Act’ is prohibited by law for literally inciting violence against women under Art. 20 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights.  The FBI needs to be abolished under the Slavery Convention of 1926, among four generations of other prohibition style slave traders such as the White House Office of Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator, DEA, ATF (create FDA Alcohol, Tobacco and Marijuana (ATM) and Drug Evaluation Agency (DEA) or the lawyer ALJs who murder SSA and need to be replaced with licensed social worker ALJs.  The United States, always negligent to abolish slavery, seems to have made amends with the Great Depression by repealing prohibition, but the ‘forced labor’ went unabolished. Since the DEA infringed the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), medical and pharmaceutical license in the early 1970s, the U.S. economy has become highly unequal and the justice system has gone from normal to highest, more than China, and densest concentration, more than Russia, of prisoners in the world.  Although I made the fatal mistake of writing James B. Comey, FBI Director, on New Year’s Day 2014, I failed to include the FBI in the list of ‘forced labor’ which must be abolished in the Customs’ Homeland Security (HS) Graduation Act of 2014, which was created that day, and amended several times to abolish the FBI, now charged with 10 million counts of deprivation of relief 18USC(13)§246 amongst other charges mostly involving, violence, false imprisonment of innocent people due to irregularities under paragraph 15 and 16 of the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors not to charge (wire fraud) defendants with their own (wiretaps) crime, which cannot be made right until the state drops the false charges and pays compensation under Art. 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.   
The 20th Anniversary of the Violence against Women Act (VAWA) is a critical moment for the nation to divorce ourselves from the sexually offensive and prohibited language that Congress and President have been blurting since the codification of the law in 1924, that is neatly corrected by passing the Customs HS Graduation Act of 2014 embedded in the previous chapter, which among many other ‘enforcement’ agencies abolishes the FBI.  The FBI cannot take any credit for the work of the criminal division of the Department of Justice.  They have fibbed too much, they have sabotaged the U.S. Code and U.N. Charter, their Violence against Women act has infringed upon the family and honor and they and other prohibitionist armed forces need to be abolished to spare weak willed Americans from their legal incompetence.  My mother still needs to change the name of her medical practice from her divorced name, mine, Sanders v. Sanders (1994).  She, her mom and sister, all Jews, divorced in 1994 for similarly injust cause, mostly involving a disability lawyer and carcinogenic food preservation techniques of retirement age teachers, but not without cheating husbands, physical violence, DOM, psychiatric slavery and unknowingly remarrying a woman who kept her terminal brain cancer secret.  The number of people who consider themselves Jewish in America has subsequently declined from 6 to 3 million and rises as high as 5 million for Palestinian statehood and maybe all 6 million for belief in a Palestinian Supreme Court.     I have asked my mother several times to change the name of her medical practice with increasing support from the geographically disperse Sanders family who paid for her medical school, and whose medical book got her back to work in 2013 although I haven’t been paid $1000 as requested in her father’s baby boomer botched will or any other sort of money since I worked for her 1992-94.  My DI may be her divorce insurance but her inability to love me makes anarchist government conspiracies easy.  My sister accepted her babysitting service in lieu of compensation.  My mom felt like she had to sneak back to work without telling me while the university president plagiarized my work by robbing the faculty of $5.5 million to justify her millionaire salary, criminal heart attack empire and complete obsolescence of such office since the President was enslaved by the White House Office of the Intellectual Property Coordinator.  My mother did once pay $300 for a dental exam but the cost of the toxic extortion of my $69 SSI supplement that was immediately terminated in 2011 during the $50 billion SSI panic, sabotaged by Senator Sanders’ plagiarizing Defense of Social Security Caucus instead of literate settlement of Sanders’ HA lawsuit, outweighed the benefit of the dental exam without extraction she was displeased about.  My dental research which gave me control over my sugar consumption with prompt tooth brushing netted the community a free mobile dental clinic twice a week, which now pulls the wrong tooth more often than not, and requires more understanding regarding probiotics to prevent tooth decay due to antibiotic use or sugary diet deficient in animal products or prudent supplementation which provide teeth and bones with calcium phosphorus ‘apatite’.

In recent years women have joined the workforce, some statistics peak at 69%, but most are content with 49.9% of the labor force being women.  Drug testing and criminal background checks highly favor women in the workforce.  Although women frequently lament their low salaries, 77% of a man’s, in my experience it is the poor pay family members receive from rich women which really makes one angry at the annual salaries in excess of one million dollars to the often female Presidents and to a lesser degree Football Coaches of universities that have been extortionately raising tuition to pay these enormous executive salaries no one hears about until after they have caused irreparable economic damage to the faculty and other sacred aspects of an education that has absolutely no need for President or Trustee making more than a million dollars, whatsoever.  These novo millionaire university Presidents, the most virulent of whom are often women, have joined forces with the international trade lawyers to keep both President and populace ignorant via the White House Office of the Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator.  Until the language of the Violence against Women Act is redressed and the FBI abolished for the deprivation of AFDC benefits, amongst many other horrible crimes, legitimate women’s rights activity seems to be limited to selecting an honest female President of the United States.  The executive branch sometimes functions but no congressionally corrupted official functions.  By all accounts, Interior Secretary Sally Jewell might be a wonderful Presidential candidate if she would only perform the Herculean task of reporting in triplicate to the FDA on the treatment of hibernating bats on the east under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (Sanders ’14). Hillary Clinton plagiarized my endorsement of Secretary Jewell, with the publication of her new book, right when I was publishing Forestry.  Cialis sales, Clinton, twice supremely adulterous, twice corrupt, both as Senator and as Secretary of State who could not so much as abolish the USAID ANE Bureau without committing Homeland Security, and her partner in crime, Janet Napolitano now President of University of California in violation of statute which prevents conflicts of interests amongst retiring officers by requiring they wait two years before again processing federal finance, to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, and seems to be a mastermind in the plot to defraud people of their identification documents, whose passports were not immediately lost or stolen to the perpetrating Clinton administration, and cannot now procure a social security card, driver’s license or state ID, let alone a passport.  The mythical Clinton budget, which turned a profit until 2001, whose officials still feature prominently in the Treasury Department, was not balanced by cutting welfare in 1996, but by cutting military and medical waste in 1998 and 1999.  The Clintons are too corrupted by the penal system to be allowed to continue to abuse us with their domestic violence, before, as in the VAWA of 1994, PROWRA of 1996, and after, as in the sabotage we continue to suffer from the Social Security Amendments of 2001 that cursed us with CMS, a 6 year term for Commissioner, and theoretically the 9-11 attacks and the programming for this recidivist persecution of the number of the beast.  Neither the Clintons nor Obamas exhibit any federal budget close enough to true to be balanced without causing economic damage (Sanders ’10 & 12).

	Family Size 
	Federal Poverty Limit (FPL) 
	Living Wage 
(200 percent of FPL) 

	Family of Four 
	$22,350 
	$44,700 

	Family of Three 
	$18,530 
	$37,060 

	Family of Two 
	$14,710 
	$29,420 

	Individual
	$11,170
	$22,340


Source: Colvin ’14; DHHS ‘12

According to the National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP) in 2011 the federal poverty level (FPL) for a family of four was $22,350, for a family of three it was $18,530, for a family of two it was $14,710.  In 2011 there were more than 72 million children under 18 years old in the United States. 22 percent or 16.1 million of them lived below the federal poverty level (FPL) and were categorized as poor. NCCP also noted the research suggesting that families actually need an income level of twice the federal poverty level to meet the family’s basic needs and be considered a living wage.  Several studies have documented the correlation between poverty and disability.  Children in low-income families that live in poor areas face heightened environmental risks.  Those environments, including choices and constraints induced by poverty, may result in low birth weight due to poor nutrition during pregnancy and less access to health care which could result in the development of serious disabilities and consequently increased applications for SSI disability benefits.  Therefore, families that earn up to 199% of the FPL are still not making a living wage and are categorized as low income. A living wage starts at an income equal to twice the FPL.  The total percent of children that fell into the Low Income category in 2011 is about 45 percent of all the children living in the U.S.  Furthermore, the number of children that live in either poor or low-income families has been increasing over time. From 2006 to 2011, the total number of children in the U.S. increased by less than 1 percent, but there was a 13 percent increase in the number of children in families falling into the low income category and a 23 percent increase in the number of children in families with income below the FPL.  
Percentage change of children living in 
Low-income and Poor Families, 2006–2011 
	 
	2006 
	2011 
	Percent Change 

	Low Income 

(less than 200% of FPL)  
	28,530,186 
	32,379,884 
	13% 

	Poor 

(less than 100% of FPL) 
	13,078,106 
	16,105,863 
	23% 


Source: National Center for Children in Poverty 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1074.pdf" http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1074.pdf
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According to the Census Bureau the number of children in poverty has been increasing steadily from approximately 16.2 percent in 2000 to 19 percent in 2008, and approximately 22 percent in both 2010 and 2011.  The number of SSI applications for children for the same period has also increased substantially from 337,000 in 2000 to 498,000 in 2011. The number of total recipients has increased from 844,000 in 2000 to 1.276 million in 2011, but the overall allowance rate has declined slightly from 43.7 in 2000 to 41.6 in 2011.  For an adult, the definition of disability was the same under the SSI program as it was for SSDI:  [The] inability to engage in any substantial gainful activity by reason of any medically determinable physical or mental impairment which can be expected to result in death or which has lasted or can be expected to last for a continuous period of not less than 12 months.  For a child, an individual under age 18, eligibility was based on having a disability of comparable severity to that of an adult, defined as older than 18. While the evaluation for adults involved a 5 step sequential evaluation which included an analysis of their functional ability, the evaluation stopped at step three for children, meaning if they did not have an impairment severe enough to meet a listing, they were not found to be disabled.  In the years that followed implementation of the SSI program, the evaluation of disability cases became the subject of litigation in the courts. In the City of New York v. Heckler, the Second Court of Appeals upheld the district court finding that SSA used an improper standard in evaluating the impairments of young workers with mental illness.  After a series of hearings Congress responded by requiring SSA to rewrite the listings of mental disorders within 120 days. The House Report noted that serious questions had been raised about the old listings, observing that even "the Secretary has determined that a full scale re-evaluation of the Listings and current procedures is necessary. . .” The agency complied and issued new listings for analyzing mental disorders in adults.  However, the children’s listing for mental disorders remained the same for almost six years, despite the similarity in the analysis between the adult’s and children’s listings for mental disorders.  Finally, in December 1990, in accordance with the Disability Benefits Reform Act of 1984, the agency issued new regulations revising the medical listings to include new medical standards for assessing mental impairments in children. The regulations incorporated functional criteria into the children’s listings and were intended to reflect medical advancements in the treatment of mental illness. Behavioral impairments such as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, and learning disorders, were now included in the listings.  That same month, the Supreme Court issued its seminal decision in Sullivan v. Zebley. The case challenged the comparable severity analysis used in children’s claims. The court held that a disability analysis based solely on the medical listings was inconsistent with the statutory standard of comparable severity because there was no individualized functional analysis as contemplated by the statute and applied to the analysis in adult disability cases. The decision prompted new regulations, increased outreach efforts, and the review of thousands of prior decisions in children cases.  Several studies have documented the correlation between poverty and disability.  Children in low-income families that live in poor areas face heightened environmental risks.  Those environments, including choices and constraints induced by poverty, may result in low birth weight due to poor nutrition during pregnancy and less access to health care which could result in the development of serious disabilities and consequently increased applications for SSI disability benefits (Colvin ’14).  
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Source: Annual Report of the Supplemental Security Income Program 2012 – Table IV.B6. http://www.ssa.gov/oact/ssir/SSI12/IV_B_Recipients.html#819110
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Empty nest syndrome has many faces.  The syndrome often rears its ugly head and results in divorce.  Other times it creates strain and difficulty in a relationship without completely tearing it apart.  Plenty of couples continue to live under the same roof as husband and wife long after their children go off to college or land jobs and move out on their own.  These couples may never divorce, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that their marriages work.  Perhaps the husband and wife continually display anger at each other, resulting in constant bickering.  Or maybe they don’t say anything to each other at all.  They may develop completely separate interests – he’s out on the golf course all day and she’s playing cards with her friends all night.  Television may be their favorite companion, each watching separate shows in different rooms.  If negative emotions build up for a decade or two, they are quite ingrained.  Each partner has little foibles that drive the other to distraction.  Some couples do a very good job of hiding their problems; their families, friends, and neighbors are clueless as to the true nature of their relationship.  Certainly the children don’t want to see their parents get divorced.  And friends of the couple don’t want to choose between them. So their circle of family and friends pressures them to remain a “couple” but all the pressure in the world can’t restore the love that led them to walk down the aisle in the first place.  Sadly, some romances are beyond rekindling.  Their kids kept them so busy that they didn’t have time to think about separating.  But after their children are gone, they really don’t have an excuse to be together.  Couples need to spend some quality time together so that they reestablish the contact they once enjoyed (Westhelmer ’01: 72-80).  Women should use their maiden name when filing for divorce.

The women’s suffrage movement was successful in securing their voting rights in the 19th Amendment of 18 August 1920.  Women had waged a long and often bitter struggle to win voting rights.  During the Civil War in the North Dr, Elizabeth Blackwell , the first woman in the United States to receive a medical degree, pioneered in the training of Army nurses.  They marched and picketed and went on hunger strikes.  Often they were arrested and jailed.  Thanks to their efforts, an amendment to the Constitution was introduced in Congress in 1878, it said, “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  The amendment was defeated.  An equal suffrage amendment was reintroduced in every session of Congress for the next 40 years.   In 1869 the same year that Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton founded the National Woman Suffrage Association, the territory of Wyoming gave women the right to vote.  The women of Wyoming thus became the first women in the world legally permitted to cast ballots in government elections. Colorado, in 1893, became the second state to grant women’s suffrage. Utah, which became a state in 1896 under a constitution that granted voting rights to women, was the third.  Idaho also enfranchised women in 1896.  Several other western states followed in turn, but almost two decades passed before women in any of the eastern states were able to vote.  Between 1910 and 1914 the states of Washington, California, Oregon, Arizona, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, Illinois, and the territory of Alaska passed legislation granting women’s suffrage.  Jeannette Rankin of Montana, who, when elected to the House of Representatives in 1916, became the first female member of Congress, introduced a suffrage amendment to the floor of the House. The final vote was 274 in favor of the amendment, 136 opposed.  Not until 1918 did the House of Representatives approve it.  After a year and half the Senate passed the amendment in 1919 and sent it to the states for approval.  The Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution, was enacted, on August 26, 1920 (Sullivan ’94). Equal suffrage was sabotaged by Prohibition.  It was decades before nice anarchist girls would vote for the man’s foolish right to be drafted.  Then when women began to vote in equal numbers in the 1970s prohibition crept onto the scene again in the pharmaceutical form of the economically enslaving DEA which has caused a decline in social indicators towards slavery domestically which the Court of International Trade of the United States (COITUS) transmitted internationally through developing nation currency devaluation and HIV.  The worst part of this sabotage of women’s rights by prohibitionist lawyers is that so many women, such as my mother, are inferior to philosophical freedom therefrom, and resort to state sanctioned violence and slavery so as not to pay their children allowance like any self-respecting rich father.  In the absence of any politicians that get it right, I own the balanced federal budget, and I don’t feel it would be right to elect anyone but a woman U.S. President, after a black President failed to emancipate the nation from the prohibition proletariat, but we cannot elect another fool – a remorseless killer of Afghan civilians from July 2008.  
In 1890 there were about 4 million women employed outside the home.  By 1900 the number had risen to 5.3 million and by 1910 to 7.4 million.  The biggest percentage of working women were still those employed in private homes as maids, cooks, and laundresses.  Large numbers of women were also employed as farm laborers, teachers, nurses and salesclerks.  41 In 1870 there were only seven women stenographers.  By 1900 there were 200,000 women office workers and by 1930 some 2 million.  The typewriter, first produced in large quantities during the 1879s helped to cause the revolution.  The operation of the typewriter was looked upon as women’s work.  When other office machines were invented, women were employed to run them.  When it came to factory work, great numbers of women were employed in the garment trades. In 1912 the Progressive Party called for labor reforms that included an eight hour day, a six day workweek and an end to child labor under the age of 16.  As industrial workers women were offered only low paying unskilled jobs.  During the World Wars women were called upon to replace men in the workforce but when the men were discharged they had to give up their good paying highly skilled industrial jobs and return to their traditional forms of work.  Women rejoined the workforce but continue to face discrimination in pay.  In 1950, women earned, on average, 65 percent of what men earned.  By 1960, the amount had fallen to 60 percent. NOW , (National Organization for Women), says, the Social Security system is guilty of sex discrimination by providing payments to women that amount to less than 60 percent of what men average.  In 1940, 28 percent of woman were employed, by 1990, the number had jumped to almost 60 percent.   But there is still a yawning gap in salaries between men and women.  As of the early 1990s, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average woman earned 71 cents for every dollar a man earned.  In 1991 a startling 46 percent of all families headed by single mothers lived below the poverty line.  In the House of Representatives in 1992, the number of women increased by 68 percent, or 19 seats.  However, in actual number, women in Congress are still a very distinct minority.  The One-hundred –third Congress convened in January 1993 the number of women increased by 68 percent, or 19 seats.  However, in actual numbers, women in Congress are still a very distinct minority, only 6 of the 100 seats in the Senate and 48 of the 435 seats in the House. 83 While other nations have had female leaders, such as Indira Gandhi (India), Golda Meir (Israel), Corazon Aquino (The Philippines, Margaret Thatcher (Great Britain) and Benazir Bhutto (Pakistan) the Speaker of the House is the highest women have risen in the U.S. (Sullivan ’94).  

In 2006 there were 4,265,996 births out of nearly 6.6 million pregnancies, a 3 percent increase from the year before, the largest single-year increase since 1989 and the highest total number of births since 1961, near the end of the baby boom.  For the first time in 35 years, the U.S. fertility rate has climbed high enough to sustain a stable population, solidifying the nation's unique status among industrialized countries as a growth state.  The 2006 fertility rate of 2.1 children is the highest level since 1971. The overall fertility rate increased 2 percent between 2005 and 2006, nudging the average number of babies being born to each woman to 2.1. That marks the first time since 1971 that the rate has reached a crucial benchmark of population growth: the ability of each generation to replace itself.  The nation's total fertility rate hit a high of nearly 3.8 in the United States in 1957 during the postwar Baby Boom. But it fell sharply through the 1960s and 1970s with the introduction of the birth control pill, legalization of abortion and other trends, including women delaying childbearing to attend college and pursue a career. The rate dipped below replacement level in 1972 and hit a low of 1.7 in 1976, but it started rising again in the late 1970s, climbed steadily through the 1980s, hovering close to but never hitting the replacement rate throughout the '90s although the population grew to over 300 million in 2006.   The United States lags dramatically behind all high-income countries, as well as many middle- and low-income countries when it comes to public policies designed to guarantee adequate working conditions for families. One hundred sixty-three countries around the world guarantee paid leave to women after childbirth; the United States does not. Forty-five countries ensure that fathers either receives paid paternity leave or paid parental leave; the United States does not. Seventy-six countries protect workingwomen’s right to breastfeed at work; the United States offers no such protection. Ninety-six countries offer paid annual leave; the United States does not require employers to provide any paid annual leave. One hundred thirty-nine countries provide paid leave for short or long-term illnesses; the United States has no national policy regarding sick leave. Where this comprehensive global data are available, the United States also appears to lag significantly behind in services available to children in working families. The United States ranks 39 in available data on early childhood education enrollment and 91 in student-to-staff ratios. The school year in the United States is shorter than that of 54 other countries around the world.  The Family and Medical Leave Act of February 5, 1993 (PL-303-3) is considered substandard and the U.S. provides only 12 weeks of unpaid leave to approximately half of mothers in the U.S. and nothing for the remainder.  The following ILO Conventions await ratification by the United States a. Holidays with Pay Convention (Convention 132) of 1970; b. Workers with Family Responsibilities (Convention 156) of 1981; c. Maternity Protection (Convention 183) of 2000 (Sanders '13: 278-280).  
II. Actuarial Reports

D. DI 

The Disability Insurance (DI) trust fund pays for Disability Insurance (DI).  The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program is financed by the general fund and administrated by SSA (Astrue ’12).  In 2010 DI paid 9.9 million beneficiaries and SSI paid 7.9 million beneficiaries.  There is considerable overlap between SSI and both DI and OASI.  In total there were around 15 million beneficiaries of the DI and SSI programs in 2010.  For around 12 million of these beneficiaries, DI and/or SSI comprised most or all of their income for the year.  Since 2009 the DI Trust Fund has operated on a deficit.  Since 2009 DI program costs have exceeded combined payroll tax and interest income by -$12.2 in 2009, -$23.6 in 2010 and -$25.8 in 2011.  At the current tax rate the DI Trust Fund is projected to dip below the level of annual expenditures in 2012 and be exhausted by 2018.  Lawmakers are recommended to reallocate the payroll tax rate between OASI and DI, as they did in 1994 and 1983 (Goss ’11: Table IV.A2 (Goss ’12: 2, 4) (Blahous & Reischauer ’12)(Diamond & Orszag ’04).  
Tax rates as a percent of taxable earnings 1937-2011

	Tax rate for employees and employers, each
	Tax rate for self-employed workers

	Year
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total

	37-49
	1.000
	--
	1.000
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	1950
	1.500
	--
	1.500
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	51-53
	1.500
	--
	1.500
	--
	--
	2.250
	--
	2.250
	--
	2.250

	54-56
	2.000
	--
	2.000
	--
	--
	3.000
	--
	3.000
	--
	3.000

	57-58
	2.000
	0.250
	2.250
	--
	--
	3.0000
	0.3750
	3.375
	--
	3.375

	1959
	2.250
	0.250
	2.500
	--
	--
	3.3750
	0.3750
	3.750
	--
	3.750

	60-61
	2.750
	0.250
	3.000
	--
	--
	4.1250
	0.3750
	4.500
	--
	4.500

	1962
	2.875
	0.250
	3.125
	--
	--
	4.3250
	0.3750
	4.700
	--
	4.700

	63-65
	3.375
	0.250
	3.625
	--
	--
	5.0250
	0.3750
	5.400
	--
	5.400

	1966
	3.500
	0.350
	3.850
	0.350
	4.200
	5.2750
	0.5250
	5.800
	0.350
	6.150

	1967
	3.550
	0.350
	3.900
	0.500
	4.400
	5.3750
	0.5250
	5.900
	0.500
	6.400

	1968
	3.325
	0.475
	3.800
	0.600
	4.400
	5.0875
	0.7125
	5.800
	0.600
	6.400

	1969
	3.725
	0.475
	4.200
	0.600
	4.800
	5.5875
	0.7125
	6.300
	0.600
	6.900

	1970
	3.650
	0.550
	4.200
	0.600
	4.800
	5.4750
	0.8250
	6.300
	0.600
	6.900

	71-72
	4.050
	0.550
	4.600
	0.600
	5.200
	6.0750
	0.8250
	6.900
	0.600
	7.500

	1973
	4.300
	0.550
	4.850
	1,000
	5.850
	6.2050
	0.7950
	7.000
	1.000
	8.000

	74-77
	4.375
	0.575
	4.950
	0.900
	5.850
	6.1850
	0.8150
	7.000
	0.900
	7.900

	1978
	4.275
	0.775
	5.050
	1.000
	6.050
	6.0100
	1.0900
	7.100
	1.000
	8.100

	1979
	4.330
	0.750
	5.080
	1.050
	6.130
	6.0100
	1.0400
	7.050
	1.050
	8.100

	1980
	4.520
	0.560
	5.080
	1.050
	6.130
	6.2725
	0.7775
	7.050
	1.050
	8.200

	1981
	4.700
	0.650
	5.350
	1.300
	6.650
	7.0250
	0.9750
	8.000
	1.300
	9.300

	1982
	4.575
	0.825
	5.400
	1.300
	6.700
	6.8125
	1.2375
	8.050
	1.300
	9.350

	1983
	4.775
	0.625
	5.400
	1.300
	6.700
	7.1125
	0.9375
	8.050
	1.300
	9.350

	1984
	5.200
	0.500
	5.700
	1.300
	7.000
	10.400
	1.000
	11.400
	2.600
	14.000

	1985
	5.200
	0.500
	5.700
	1.350
	7.050
	10.400
	1.000
	11.400
	2.700
	14.100

	86-87 
	5.200
	0.500
	5.700
	1.450
	7.150
	10.400
	1.000
	11.400
	2.900
	14.300

	88-89
	5.530
	0.530
	6.060
	1.450
	7.510
	11.060
	1.060
	12.120
	2.900
	15.020

	90-93 
	5.600
	0.600
	6.200
	1.450
	7.650
	11.200
	1.200
	12.400
	2.900
	15.300

	94-96 
	5.260
	0.940
	6.200
	1.450
	7.650
	10.520
	1.880
	12.400
	2.900
	15.300

	97-99 
	5.350
	0.850
	6.200
	1.450
	7.650
	10.700
	1.700
	12.400
	2.900
	15.300

	2000 
	5.300
	0.900
	6.200
	1.450
	7.650
	10.600
	1.800
	12.400
	2.900
	15.300

	Year
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total

	Tax rate for employees and employers, each
	Tax rate for self-employed workers


Source: Social Security and Medicare Tax Rates December 29, 2010, Sanders ’11: Table 12; 51

Stephen C. Goss the Chief Actuary certifies, “The necessary tax rate increase of 2.61% differs from the 2.6% actuarial deficit for two reasons. First, the necessary tax rate is the rate required to maintain solvency throughout the period that does not result in any trust fund reserve at the end of the period, whereas the actuarial deficit incorporates an ending trust fund balance equal to 1 year’s cost. Second, the necessary tax rate reflects a behavioral response to tax rate changes, whereas the actuarial deficit does not. In particular, the calculation of the necessary tax rate assumes that an increase in payroll taxes results in a small shift of wages and salaries to forms of employee compensation that are not subject to the payroll tax” (Goss ’12: 4).  The SSA Actuary has done the calculus and left me to do the simple math and legislate the DI tax rate to 2.61%, 1.305% for employees and 1.305% for employers under Sec. 201(b)(1)(S) of the Social Security Act 42USC(7)II§401 and the OASI tax rate to 9.79%, 4.895% for employee under 26USC(C)(21)(A)§3101 (a) and 4.895% for employers under 26USC(C)(21)(A)§3111 (a) without increasing the overall 12.4% OASDI or 15.3% OASDI and Hospital Insurance (HI) tax-rate under 26USC(A)(2)§1401.
Actuarial payroll tax rates are:                       Scheduled payroll tax rate for 2013 are:

	
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total

	Employees
	4.895
	1.305
	6.2
	1.45
	7.65

	Employers
	4.895
	1.305
	6.2
	1.45
	7.65

	Combined total
	9.79
	2.61
	12.40
	2.90
	15.30


	
	OASI
	DI
	OASDI
	HI
	Total

	Employees
	5.30
	1.305
	6.20
	1.45
	7.65

	Employers
	5.30
	1.305
	6.20
	1.45
	7.65

	Combined total
	10.60
	2.61
	12.40
	2.90
	15.30


Credit: Goss ’12                 

                                                                                           Credit: Lew ‘13

Unable to do the simple math and legislative work, as I have done for several years, the Social Security trustees and the Congressional Budget Office project that beginning in 2016 the Disability Insurance Trust Fund will only have enough to pay approximately eighty percent of disability insurance benefits (Colvin ’14).  DI Trust Fund reserves expressed as a percent of annual cost (the trust fund ratio) declined to 85 percent at the beginning of 2013, and the Trustees project trust fund depletion in 2016, the same year projected in the last Trustees Report. DI cost has exceeded non-interest income since 2005, and the trust fund ratio has declined since peaking in 2003. While legislation is needed to address all of Social Security’s financial imbalances, the need has become most urgent with respect to the program’s DI component. Lawmakers need to act soon to avoid reduced payments to DI beneficiaries three years from now.  DI Trust Fund asset reserves, which have been declining since 2008, are projected to be fully depleted in 2016, as reported last year. Payment of full DI benefits beyond 2016, when tax income would cover only 80 percent of scheduled benefits, will require legislation to address the financial imbalance, possibly including a reallocation of the OASDI payroll tax rate between OASI and DI. The OASDI reserves currently continue to grow because projected interest earnings ($103 billion in 2013) still substantially exceed the non-interest income deficit (Lew et al ’14).  Deprivation of relief benefits is a criminal violation of civil rights under 18USC(13)§246.  

The DI Trust Fund costs have exceeded payroll tax income since 2007 and has been operating on a net deficit since 2009 (-$12 billion), 2010 (-$23 billion) and estimates deficits in 2011 (-$21 billion) and the near future (-$23 billion).  Under the current 1.80% rate of taxation (0.90% employee and 0.90% employer) the DI Trust Fund is projected to steadily decline under the intermediate assumptions, and would fall below 100 percent of annual cost by the beginning of 2013 and continue to decline until the trust fund is exhausted in 2018.  The combined assets of the Old Age Survivor Insurance (OASI) and Disability Insurance (DI) Trust Funds are however projected to grow throughout the short-range period, from $2,609 billion at the beginning of 2011, or 353 percent of annual cost, to $3,526 billion at the beginning of 2020, or 284 percent of annual cost, under the intermediate assumptions.  The Annual Report of the OASDI Trustees has recognized that legislative action will be needed as soon as possible since 2011.  At a minimum, a reallocation of the payroll tax rate between OASI and DI would be necessary, as was last done in 1994.  The OASDI annual cost rate is projected to increase from 13.35 percent of taxable payroll in 2011 to 17.01 percent in 2035 and to 17.56 percent in 2085, Expressed in relation to the projected gross domestic product (GDP), OASDI cost is estimated to rise from the current level of 4.8 percent of GDP to about 6.2 percent in 2035, then to decline to 6.0 percent by 2050, and to remain between 5.9 and 6.0 percent through 2085.  
Calculating the proper apportionment of taxation between the OASDI and DI Trust funds is a difficult task, but it is necessary to redress the decline in payroll tax revenues in 2010 that has caused a deficit in the DI Trust, in high demand during the economic recession and be prepared for the retirement of the baby boomers in the coming decade.  The OASDI annual cost rate is projected to increase from 13.35 percent of taxable payroll in 2011 to 17.01 percent in 2035 and to 17.56 percent in 2085. Expressed in relation to the projected gross domestic product (GDP), OASDI cost is estimated to rise from the current level of 4.8 percent of GDP to about 6.2 percent in 2035, then to decline to 6.0 percent by 2050, and to remain between 5.9 and 6.0 percent through 2085.  Americans are however tired of idle actuarial chatter about potential tax increases and need an adjustment in FY 2011 to restore the OASDI trust funds to balance, as has not been done since 2000.  The first time OASDI rates were adjusted without raising the total tax rate was in 1980, again in 1983 and four times between 1990-2000.  Between 1991 and 1994, after Bush Sr. left office the DI Fund ran a deficit, but after increasing the combined employee/employer tax rate for DI from 1.2% to 1.88% and reducing the OASI rate from 11.2% to 10.52% from 1994-1996.  The DI balance overcorrected and the tax rate was adjusted downward to 1.7% from 1997-1999 and has been at 1.8% since 2000.  During the same period 1997-1999 OASI was adjusted upward to 10.7% and has been at 10.6% since 2000.  Subsequently change and growth in the DI fund has steadily declined until becoming negative 2008 to present.  After record growth in dollar values in 2006 OASI fund growth declined to 3.94% in 2010 as the result of economic recession and retirement of the baby boomers.

This OASDI tax adjustment should have no adverse impact on national employment whereas the overall rate of taxation shall remain un-changed at this time of economic depression.  Nor would this OASDI adjustment affect the projected costs of either OASI or DI program.  Nor will it change the overall amount or ratio of the combined OASDI trust funds although the OASI and DI trust funds do change.  To cover the $25 billion shortfall in DI revenues the DI tax rate would need to be increased by 24 percent, a minimum 0.45%.  This would bring the DI tax rate currently set at 1.8% in FY 2011 up to 2.25% in FY 2012 and OASI rate down from 10.6% in FY 2011 to 10.15%.  The 0.45% adjustment accomplishes the task of generating positive change in the DI fund of $1.2 billion.  A 0.5% increase in DI payroll tax to 2.3% would correspond with a 0.5% OASI payroll tax rate decrease to 10.1%.  Total OASDI income would exceed costs and both the OASI and DI funds would grow.  A 0.6% increase in DI payroll tax to 2.4% would correspond with a 0.6% OASI payroll tax decrease to an even 10.0% (Sanders ’11).  

If any lawmaker doubt HA or the actuary’s numbers let them do the calculus with the help of the table below.  There is no reason to mistrust the 2.61% DI tax rate proposed by the Actuary who has kept the book through thick and thin for so many decades.  The 2.61% DI payroll tax proposed by the Actuary would bring the OASI tax to 9.79%.  The distortion in revenue statistics caused by the 2.0% OASI tax relief does not perturb the Actuary’s 2.61% estimate.  This tax act only serves to balance the annual actuarial report and should have no impact on the economy or taxpayers.  If Congress delays the passage of this tax rate adjustment SSA will be responsible for paying for DI out of OASI without reducing benefits as they have threatened, or both the SSA Commissioner and Treasurer will face up to 12 months in prison for deprivation of relief benefits under 18USC(13)§246.   

Optimal OASDI Tax Rate (billion) 2012 
	OASDI Tax 
	Payroll  Revenues 
	Total Revenues
	Total Costs
	Change in Fund
	Fund

	2008 12.4%
	672.2
	805.3
	625.2
	180.2
	2,418.7

	OASI 10.6%
	574.6
	695.5
	516.2
	179.3
	2,202.9

	DI 1.8%
	97.6
	109.8
	109.0
	0.9
	215.8

	2008 12.4%
	672.2
	805.3
	625.2
	180.2
	2,418.6

	OASI 10.0%
	542.1
	663.0
	516.2
	146.8
	2,170.4

	DI 2.4%
	130.1
	142.3
	109.0
	33.3
	248.2

	2008 12.4%
	672.2
	805.3
	625.2
	180.1
	2,418.6

	OASI 9.79%
	530.7
	651.6
	516.2
	135.4
	2,159

	DI 2.61%
	141.5
	153.7
	109.0
	44.7
	259.6

	2008 12.4%
	672.1
	805.3
	625.2
	180.1
	2,376.3

	OASI 9.2%
	498.7
	619.6
	516.2
	103.4
	2,127

	DI + SSI 3.2%
	173.5
	185.7
	151.0
	34.7
	249.3

	2011 12.4%
	564.3
	805.1
	736.1
	69.2
	2,678.0

	OASI 10.6%
	482.4
	698.8
	603.8
	95
	2,524.1

	DI 1.8%
	81.9
	106.3
	132.3
	-25.8
	153.9

	2012 12.4%
	593.0
	845.9
	788.7
	57.2
	2,735.2

	OASI 10.6%
	506.9
	735.7
	647.2
	88.5
	2,612.6

	DI 1.8%
	86.1
	110.2
	141.5
	-31.3
	122.6

	2012 12.4%
	593.0
	845.9
	789.7
	57.2
	2,735.2

	OASI 10.0%
	478.2
	707.0
	647.2
	59.8
	2,583.9

	DI 2.4%
	114.8
	138.9
	141.5
	-2.6
	151.3

	2012 12.4%
	593.1
	846.0
	788.7
	57.3
	2,735.3

	OASI 9.79
	468.2
	697.0
	647.2
	49.8
	2,573.9

	DI 2.61%
	124.9
	149.0
	141.5
	7.5
	161.4

	2012 12.4%
	593.1
	846.0
	822.7
	44.1
	2,700.1

	OASI 9.2%
	440.0
	668.8
	633.0
	38.4
	2,562.5

	DI+SSI 3.2%
	153.1
	177.2
	193.5
	-16.3
	137.6


Source: calculated by Sanders, Tony J. in Table 20 of the Defense of Social Security Caucus: U.S. v. M.J. Astrue Esq. HA-1-7-11 pg. 63 taking into consideration Goss ’12: Table IVA2 Operations of the DI Trust Fund, Calendar Years 2007-21, Intermediate Assumption 2012, pg. 40 and IVA1 Operations of the OASI Trust Fund, Calendar Years 2007-21 pg. 37, Intermediate Assumptions 2012; Astrue ’12: Table IV.C1 SSI Federal Payments in Current Dollars

Of the 7.78 million disabled workers earning DI benefits 4.1 million were men earning an average of $1,189 a month and 3.69 million were women earning an average benefit of $925.  27.5 percent of DI benefits go for the mental illness diagnostic group followed closely by musculoskeletal system and connective tissue diseases comprising 24.9 percent of beneficiaries.  Those with musculoskeletal diseases earned significantly more on average $1,121.20 than those with a diagnosis of mental illness $940.10. Cancer was the highest earning diagnostic group with an average benefit of $1,210.90 a month. Of those who worked the least before becoming disabled and unable to work, those with congenital abnormalities earned an average of $793.40 and those who were mentally retarded who earned the equivalent of SSI $668.00 in December 2009, less than SSI.  There were 7.78 million beneficiaries in 2009 and divided by 12 months, the average benefit payment should have been $1,306.77 a shortfall as high as $292.47 per month, $3,509.64 per capita per year, $27.3 billion, 22.4% of $122 billion program costs in 2009 no representative fees can cover up.  More careful actuarial and social work is clearly needed to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse.  
Number and Average Benefit of DI Beneficiaries by Diagnosis December 2009

	Diagnostic Group
	Number of Beneficiaries
	% of Total
	Average 

Benefit

	Total
	7,788,013
	100
	$1,014.30

	Congenital Anomalies
	13,614
	0.3
	793.40

	Endocrine, nutritional, and metabolic diseases
	278,565
	3.3
	1,010.20

	Infectious and parasitic diseases
	119,753
	1.4
	1,033.50

	Injuries
	330,708
	3.9
	1,079.90

	Mental disorders
	
	
	

	Retardation
	358,737
	8.9
	668.00

	Mental Illness
	2,220,390
	27.5
	940.10

	Neoplasms
	237,589
	2.7
	1,210.90

	Diseases of the—
	
	
	

	Blood and blood-forming organs
	19,977
	0.3
	942.60

	Circulatory system
	683,834
	7.9
	1,187.70

	Digestive system
	125,725
	1.5
	1,114.40

	Genitourinary system
	132,797
	1.5
	1,109.30

	Musculoskeletal system and connective tissue
	2,146,952
	24.9
	1,121.20

	Nervous system and sense organs
	734,496
	9.4
	1,053.70

	Respiratory system
	227,385
	2.7
	1,087.90

	Skin and subcutaneous tissue
	18,713
	0.2
	1,020.80

	Other
	18,030
	0.2
	1,097.50

	Unknown
	120,748
	3.2
	853.10


Source: Table 6: distribution by sex and diagnostic group and Table 7 Average Monthly Benefit Amount. Annual Statistical Report on the Social Security Disability Insurance Program December 2009. Sanders ’11: Table 10. Pg. 47
Social Security implemented Compassionate Allowances in October 2008 to expedite the processing of disability claims for applicants with medical conditions so severe that their conditions by definition meet Social Security's standards.  There currently are 88 specific diseases and conditions that qualify as a Compassionate Allowance.  In 2011 about 150,000 people will benefit from these fast-track disability processes.  After two years of advocacy by HA to add cardiovascular disease to the disability quick list on November 9, 2010 the sixth Compassionate Allowances Outreach hearing in Baltimore, MD at the University of Maryland in Baltimore County added cardiovascular disease to the Disability Quick List.  The hearing determined that cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in America and that more than 95,000 people are currently waiting for an organ transplant and nearly 4,000 are added to the waiting list each month and both of these classes of people are due quick disability determination to get them on the fast path to recovery with a minimum of bureaucratic negligence and abuse (Lassiter ’10). 
Disability Insurance was not passed by Congress until 1956 probably because the DI program is vulnerable to discrimination on the basis of disability and for as little as the OASDI taxation of workers making over $106,800 (2011), Social Security could insure a poverty line income for all Americans.  Of the 7.78 million disabled workers earning DI benefits 4.1 million were men earning an average of $1,189 a month and 3.69 million were women earning an average benefit of $925.  Sexual discrimination is clearly indicated in the DI program - men make $4.87 billion while women make $3.4 billion a month.  27.5 percent of DI benefits go for the mental illness diagnostic group followed closely by musculoskeletal system and connective tissue diseases comprising 24.9 percent of beneficiaries.  Those with musculoskeletal diseases earned significantly more on average $1,121.20 than those with a diagnosis of mental illness $940.10. Cancer was the highest earning diagnostic group with an average benefit of $1,210.90 a month. Of those who worked the least before becoming disabled and unable to work, those with congenital abnormalities earned an average of $793.40 and those who were mentally retarded who earned the equivalent of SSI $668.00 in December 2009. 

Review of abnormal mortality and hospitalization statistics in SSI and DI mental retardation beneficiaries (2008-2011) is needed.  It might be nice to notice that children with Down’s syndrome have such severe congenital heart disease that mother’s milk causes heart attacks requiring a vegan diet for fat people to vegetarian diet for thin people and Special Olympics exercise routine, just like their older parents who may need an equal amount of help learning these new tricks (Sanders ’13).  Cardiac drug other than statins are the second leading cause of drug overdose after antipsychotic drugs and sleep aids.  A change of heart is needed in the medical and forestry literature to properly note that Hawthorne is the supreme herb for the heart in medical botany. Although the language regarding ‘combating’ mental retardation is not acceptable the Marine Corp physical fitness test (PFT) three sets of 50-100 push-ups, crunches and three mile run must be done everday to tolerate animal products or hiking 14 miles with a 65 pound pack from the food pantry.  Receiving $668 (2008-2011) the mentally retarded and their families have suffered the most of all from this peculiar COLA scheduling of the number of the beast that has incited a rash of witless, lawless, poisoned and uncontestable ‘punishments’ by SSA sanctioned anarchists (medical doctors?) against social security beneficiaries of all fund types, with written social security petitions that are not responded to in my experience, in violation to the Convention on the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948 as codified at 18USC(50A)§1091.  
E. Medicare and Social Security

The Actuaries have not published the Medicare and OASDI Trustee reports for 2014.  Is this due to Windows 8? My Forestry file is ruined.  Their work was done in 2012.  My work must be passed.  I recommend that both Social Security and Medicare Actuaries put the DIRT Act of 2014 at the top of their reports whether or not Congress has already passed.  The Social Security Actuary must have enough The Social Security and Medicare together accounted for 38 percent of federal expenditures in fiscal year 2012. Social Security’s Disability Insurance (DI) program satisfies neither the Trustees’ long-range test of close actuarial balance nor their short-range test of financial adequacy and faces the most immediate financing shortfall of any of the separate trust funds.  The Trustees project that the Medicare Hospital Insurance (HI) Trust Fund will be the next to face depletion after the DI Trust Fund. The projected date of HI Trust Fund depletion is 2026, two years later than projected in last year’s report, at which time dedicated revenues would be sufficient to pay 87 percent of HI cost. As it has since 2008, the HI Trust Fund will pay out more in hospital benefits and other expenditures than it receives in income in all years until reserve depletion.  The Trustees project that total Medicare cost (including both HI and SMI expenditures) will grow from approximately 3.6 percent of GDP in 2012 to 5.6 percent of GDP by 2035, and will increase gradually thereafter to about 6.5 percent of GDP by 2087.  For the seventh consecutive year, the Social Security Act requires that the Trustees issue a “Medicare funding warning” because projected non-dedicated sources of revenues—primarily general revenues—are expected to continue to account for more than 45 percent of Medicare’s outlays in 2013, a threshold breached for the first time in fiscal year 2010. For OASDI and HI, the major source of financing is payroll taxes on earnings paid by employees and their employers. Self-employed workers pay the equivalent of the combined employer and employee tax rates. During 2012, an estimated 161 million people had earnings covered by Social Security and paid payroll taxes; for Medicare the corresponding figure was 165 million. Current law establishes payroll tax rates for OASDI, which apply to earnings up to an annual maximum ($113,700 in 2013) that ordinarily increases with the growth in the nationwide average wage. In contrast to OASDI, covered workers pay HI taxes on total earnings (Lew ’14). 

Note that starting in 2013, the Affordable Care Act applies an additional HI tax equal to 0.9 percent of earnings over $200,000 for individual tax return filers, and on earnings over $250,000 for joint return filers.  Payments from the General Fund currently finance about 75 percent of SMI Part B and Part D costs, with most of the remaining costs covered by monthly premiums charged to enrollees or in the case of low-income beneficiaries, paid on their behalf by Medicaid for Part B and Medicare for Part D. Part B and Part D premium amounts are determined by methods defined in law and increase as the estimated costs of those programs rise. In 2013, the Part B standard monthly premium is $104.90. There are also income-related premium surcharges for Part B beneficiaries whose modified adjusted gross income exceeds a specified threshold. In 2013 through 2019, the threshold is $85,000 for individual tax return filers and $170,000 for joint return filers. Income-related premiums range from $146.90 to $335.70 per month in 2013.  In 2013, the Part D “base monthly premium” is $31.17. Actual premium amounts charged to Part D beneficiaries depend on the specific plan they have selected and average around $30 for standard coverage. Part D enrollees with incomes exceeding the thresholds established for Part B must pay income-related monthly adjustment amounts in addition to their normal plan premium. For 2013, the adjustments range from $11.60 to $66.60 per month. Part D also receives payments from States that partially compensate for the Federal assumption of Medicaid responsibilities for prescription drug costs for individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid. In 2013, State payments will cover about 12 percent of Part D costs (Lew ’14).  The results of the experiment to pay for Medicare by eliminating the income exclusion on the HI tax have not yet been tabulated.  Congress and the General Fund are extremely challenged to account for this new federal tax.  It is probably a mistake for Congress to bypass the meticulous accounting of the Medicare Actuary in the Annual Report of the Social Security and Medicare Trustees.  Before requiring SSA to pay for SSI by eliminating the income cap Congress and the General Fund must account for the new HI tax revenues, but Congress and the General Fund are fiscally incompetent to maintain the national accounts.  Congress and the General Fund must admit they are fiscally incompetent by authorizing the Medicare Actuary to account for and administrate the HI tax to the satisfaction of the $1 trillion Medicare, Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) portfolio for quite some time as cost reduction and inflation control to 3 percent annual growth, improve efficiency. Until the results of the Medicare elimination of the income cap on social security taxation has been quantified SSA cannot be relied upon to take over responsibility for payment of SSI from the General Fund (Astrue ’12).  The insolvent Congress appears to have stolen the HI tax.  The Medicare Actuary will have to account for it nonetheless for the sake of knowing natural agency budgetary constraints.  Congress should require the Hospital Insurance (HI) fund to account for these new revenues in their meticulous annual report, rather than beg of the federal deficit plagued General Fund.  
                                                         OASI
           DI
          HI
       SMI
	Reserves (end of 2011) . . . . . . . . $2,524.1
	$153.9
	$244.2
	$80.7

	Income during 2012 . . . . . . . . . .
731.1
	109.1
	243.0
	293.9

	Cost during 2012. . . . . . . . . . . . .
645.5
	140.3
	266.8
	307.4

	Net change in reserves . . . . . .
85.6
	-31.2
	-23.8
	-13.5

	Reserves (end of 2012) . . . . . . . .
2,609.7
	122.7
	220.4
	67.2


Social Security excels in eliminating discrimination against the aged.  Even people without earnings on record are eligible for SSI when they reach the age of 65.   In 33.5 million retired workers received reduced benefits because of entitlement prior to full retirement age. Relatively more women (76.4 percent) than men (71.4 percent) received reduced benefits.  On average female retirees make $301 less.  Significantly more women over the age of 65, 20.7 million (56.7 percent) received retirement benefits than the 15.8 million men over the age of 62 (43.3 percent).  In total women OASI beneficiaries over the age of 65 make $102 million more every month $20,927 million, than men and women under the age of 62 combined, $20,729 million.  Although sexual discrimination may be evident against women in average benefits earned as retirees this shortfall is more than made up by the relatively longer life expectancy of women.  In regards to young people SSA pays benefits to 3.2 million children under the age of 18.  Nearly 15 million children in the United States – 21% of all children – live in families with incomes below the federal poverty level – $22,050 a year for a family of four.  Social security could do more for poor children (Sanders ’11).
Trust fund income, by source, in 2012 

(Totals may not add due to rounding.)

Source (in billions)
OASI
DI
HI
SMI

[image: image4]

Payroll taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$503.9
$85.6
$205.7
—

Taxes on OASDI benefits . . . . . .
26.7
0.6
18.6
—

Beneficiary premiums. . . . . . . . .
—
—
3.7
$66.6

Transfers from States. . . . . . . . . .
—
—
—
8.4

General Fund reimbursements . .
97.7
16.5
0.5
—

General revenues. . . . . . . . . . . . .
—
—
—
214.0

Interest earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . .
102.8
6.4
10.6
2.8

Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
a
—
3.9
2.2
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Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 731.1 109.1 243.0 293.9 a.Less than $50 million.
The OASI Trust Fund showed a net increase in asset reserves in 2012; reserves in the DI, HI, and SMI Trust Funds declined (Lew et al ’14).  To the best of my knowledge the OASI Trust Fund is the largest national asset in the world, only the post-European bailout International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan portfolio is larger. A temporary reduction in the Social Security payroll tax rate in 2011 and 2012 reduced payroll tax revenues by an estimated $222 billion in total. The legislation establishing the payroll tax reduction also provided for transfers from the General Fund to the trust funds in order to “replicate to the extent possible” payments that would have occurred if the payroll tax reduction had not been enacted. Those General Fund reimbursements amounted to about 15 percent of the program’s non-interest income in 2011 and 2012. The temporary payroll tax reduction expired at the end of 2012. Projected revenue from payroll taxes and taxes on OASDI benefits credited to the HI Trust Fund increases from 1.4 percent of GDP in 2013 to 1.8 percent in 2087 under current law, while projected general revenue transfers to the SMI Trust Fund increase from 1.5 percent of GDP in 2013 to 2.9 percent in 2087, and beneficiary premiums increase from 0.5 to 1.0 percent of GDP. The share of total non-interest Medicare income from taxes falls substantially (from 41 percent to 30 percent) while general revenue transfers rises (from 43 to 50 percent), as does the share of premiums (from 14 percent to 17 percent). The distribution of financing changes in part because in Parts B and D—the Medicare components that are financed largely from general revenues—costs increase at a faster rate than Part A cost under the Trustees’ projections. By 2087, the Medicare SMI program will require general revenue transfers equal to 2.9 percent of GDP. Moreover, the HI deficit represents a further 0.7 percent of GDP in 2087. There is no provision under current law to finance this deficit through general revenue transfers or any other revenue source (Lew ’14).

F. SSI

[image: image9.png]SSI recipients with federal benefits in current-payment status, blind or disabled, ages 0 to 17
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SSI income and resource limits, wage and residence reporting requirements, prohibit more than 8 million people SSI beneficiaries from getting out of poverty, and need to be abolished.  SSI beneficiaries automatically qualify for Medicaid and Food Stamps. The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-193) directs the Social Security Administration (SSA) to report annually to the President and to the Congress on the status of the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program. The SSI program is a nationwide Federal assistance program administered by SSA that guarantees a minimum level of income for needy aged, blind, or disabled individuals. It acts as a safety net for individuals who have limited resources and little or no Social Security or other income. In January 2013, 8.1 million individuals received monthly Federal SSI payments averaging $507, up from 7.9 million recipients with an average payment of $497 in January 2012.  Federal expenditures for cash payments under the SSI program during calendar year 2012 increased 5.4 percent to $51.7 billion, while the funds made available to administer the SSI program in fiscal year 2012 decreased 1.2 percent to $3.9 billion. In 2011, the corresponding program and administrative expenditures were $49.0 billion and $4.0 billion, respectively.  By 2037, the end of the 25-year projection period, we estimate that the Federal SSI recipient popula-tion will reach 9.4 million. The number of SSI program recipients is projected to grow slightly faster than the U.S. population over the next few years reflecting the still-elevated unemployment rates during the remainder of the recovery from the recent economic downturn. Over the remainder of the 25year projection period, the growth in the SSI recipient population is projected to be somewhat slower than the growth in the overall U.S. population.  As a percentage of the total U.S. population, the number of Federal SSI recipients increased slightly from 2.47 percent in 2011 to 2.51 percent in 2012. SSA projects this percentage to rise very slightly to 2.53 percent over the next few years before beginning a gradual decline over the remainder of the 25year projection period reaching 2.42 percent of the population in 2037. SSA estimates that Federal expenditures for SSI payments in calendar year 2013 will increase by $1.9billion to $53.6 billion, an increase of 3.7 percent from 2012 levels.  In dollars adjusted by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 2013 levels, we project that Federal expenditures for SSI payments will increase to $61.5 billion in 2037, a real increase of 0.6 percent per year.  Federal SSI expenditures expressed as a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) were 0.33in 2012. SSA projects that expenditures as a percentage of GDP will remain at 0.33 percent of GDP in 2013, and decline thereafter to 0.23 percent of GDP by 2037 (Colvin ’14).

During calendar year 2012, 2.3 million individuals applied for SSI benefits based on blindness or dis-ability, a decrease of 5 percent from 2011. Additionally, 147 thousand individuals applied for SSI benefits based on age, a decrease of 4 percent from 2011. In 2012, 973 thousand applicants were awarded SSI benefits, a decrease of 7 percent as compared to the 1.0 million awarded benefits in 2011.  Each month on average during calendar year 2012, 8.0 million individuals received Federal SSI benefits. This group was composed of 1.1 million aged recipients, 6.8 million disabled recipients, and 65 thousand blind recipients. Of the 6.9 million blind or disabled recipients, 1.3 million were under age 18, and 0.9 million were aged 65 or older. Over 56% of SSI recipients aged 65 or older received OASDI benefits. Over 56% of SSI recipients aged 65 or older received OASDI benefits, as did 31.3% of those aged 18-64 and 7.6% of those under age 18.  During the year, 9.0 million aged, blind, or disabled individuals received at least 1 month’s Federal SSI benefit.  Federal expenditures for payments under the SSI program in calendar year 2012 totaled $51.7 billion, up from $49.0 billion in 2011.  Each month on average during calendar year 2012, 2.3 million individuals received Federally-administered State supplementation payments. This group was composed of 0.5 million aged recipients, 1.7 million disabled recipients, and fewer than 50 thousand blind recipients. During calendar year 2012, 2.7 million individuals received at least 1 month’s Federally-administered State supplementation payment.  State expenditures for Federally-administered supplements, excluding fees for Federal administration, totaled $3.3 billion in calendar year 2012, down from $3.5 billion in 2011. The percentage of SSI recipients receiving their benefits electronically increased from 70 percent in fiscal year 2011 to 83 percent in fiscal year 2012. SSI recipient participation in direct deposit increased gradually in the 2000’s after experiencing a period of sharp growth when it more than doubled from 24 percent in 1995 to 49 percent in 2000. Electronic receipt of benefits increased significantly in 2012 and is expected to continue to increase significantly in the next year as most SSI recipients must receive their benefit payments by direct deposit, the Direct Express® debit card, or an electronic transfer account, effective March 2013.  The cost of administering the SSI program in fiscal year 2012 was $3.9 billion, which was roughly8 percent of total Federally-administered SSI expenditures  In January 2013, 8.3 million individuals received Federally-administered monthly SSI benefits averaging $526. Of these, 8.1 million received monthly Federal SSI payments averaging $507, and 2.2 million received monthly State supplementation payments averaging $122 (Colvin ’14).

Certain noteworthy patterns appear in the numbers of SSI recipients in the recent past and projections of such numbers for the near future. The total number of SSI recipients increased rapidly in the early 1990s due to the growth in the numbers of disabled adults and children. The growth in the numbers of children receiving SSI resulted in large part from the Supreme Court decision in the case of Sullivan v. Zebley, 110 S. Ct. 885 (1990), which greatly expanded the criteria used for determining disability for children. The growth in the numbers of disabled adults is a more complicated phenomenon. Extensive research conducted under contract to SSA and the Department of Health and Human Services suggests that this growth was the result of a combination of factors including: (1) demographic trends; (2) a downturn in the economy in the late 1980s and early 1990s; (3) long-term structural changes in the economy; and (4) changes in other support programs (in particular, the reduction or elimination of general assistance programs in certain States). The 1996 welfare reform legislation, the economic downturn in the early 2000s, and the recent economic recession that began late in 2007 have contributed to the more recent changes in program participation.  Following small declines in the SSI recipient population in the late 1990s due to the combined impact of Public Law 104-121 (the Contract With America Advancement Act of 1996) and Public Law 104193 (the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996), modest growth in the SSI rolls resumed in 2000. The economic recession that began in late 2007 led to faster growth in the SSI recipient population in recent years. Following a 4-year period in the mid-2000s when applications remained fairly level at 2.1 million per year, applications started increasing in 2008, largely due to the severe economic recession that began at the end of 2007 and continued into 2009. The level of applications, which continued to increase through 2010, decreased only slightly in 2011 as the economy recovered slowly but decreased at a faster rate in 2012 as the economic recovery continued. We are projecting that applications will decline to 2.1 million in 2018 and remain at that lower level through 2022, reflecting the impact of individuals coming on the SSI rolls earlier due to the economic downturn, and then grow slightly, leveling off at about 2.2 million per year in 2024. This leveling off of the projected applications is a significant change from the projected applications in the 2012 SSI Annual Report where we estimated that applications would grow roughly in line with the overall population after a period of economic recovery. We expect a somewhat higher level of growth to continue for a few years due to the still-elevated unemployment rates during the remainder of the recovery from the recent economic downturn. That brief period of elevated growth is projected to be followed by a return to more modest growth throughout the remainder of the projection period at a rate somewhat slower than the rate of growth in the U.S. population. By 2037, we estimate that the Federal SSI recipient population will reach 9.4 million. As a percentage of the total U.S. population, we project the number of Federal SSI recipients to increase from 2.51 in 2012 to rise very slightly to 2.53 over the next few years and then to decrease very gradually to 2.42 percent of the population by 2037.  We estimate that Federal expenditures for SSI payments in calendar year 2013 will increase by $1.9billion to $53.6 billion, an increase of 3.7 percent from 2012 levels. In dollars adjusted by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 2013 levels, we project that SSI program outlays will increase to $61.5 billion in 2037, a real increase of 0.6 percent per year.  Federal SSI expenditures were 0.33 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2012. We project that such expenditures will remain at 0.33 percent of GDP in 2013, and then decline thereafter to 0.23 percent of GDP by 2037.

Table IV.A2.—SSI Federal Benefit Rate Increases and Levels: Historical and Projected on the Basis of the Intermediate Assumptions of the 2013 OASDI Trustees Report, 1974-2037
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	Historical data:
	
	
	
	

	Initial benefit paid January 1, 1974 c ...............

1974.......................................................
	—

d 4.3%
	$140.00 146.00
	$210.00 219.00
	$70.00 73.00

	1975.......................................................
	8.0
	157.70
	236.60
	78.90

	1976.......................................................
	6.4
	167.80
	251.80
	84.00

	1977.......................................................
	5.9
	177.80
	266.70
	89.00

	1978.......................................................
	6.5
	189.40
	284.10
	94.80

	1979.......................................................
	9.9
	208.20
	312.30
	104.20

	1980.......................................................
	14.3
	238.00
	357.00
	119.20

	1981.......................................................
	11.2
	264.70
	397.00
	132.60

	1982....................................................... 1983.......................................................
	7.4 d 7.0
	284.30 304.30
	426.40 456.40
	142.50

152.50

	1984.......................................................
	3.5
	314.00
	472.00
	157.00

	1985.......................................................
	3.5
	325.00
	488.00
	163.00

	1986.......................................................
	3.1
	336.00
	504.00
	168.00

	1987.......................................................
	1.3
	340.00
	510.00
	170.00

	1988.......................................................
	4.2
	354.00
	532.00
	177.00

	1989.......................................................
	4.0
	368.00
	553.00
	184.00

	1990.......................................................
	4.7
	386.00
	579.00
	193.00

	1991.......................................................
	5.4
	407.00
	610.00
	204.00

	1992.......................................................
	3.7
	422.00
	633.00
	211.00

	1993.......................................................
	3.0
	434.00
	652.00
	217.00

	1994.......................................................
	2.6
	446.00
	669.00
	223.00

	1995.......................................................
	2.8
	458.00
	687.00
	229.00

	1996.......................................................
	2.6
	470.00
	705.00
	235.00

	1997.......................................................
	2.9
	484.00
	726.00
	242.00

	1998.......................................................
	2.1
	494.00
	741.00
	247.00

	1999....................................................... 2000....................................................... 2001.......................................................
	1.3 e 2.5

3.5
	500.00 f 513.00 f 531.00
	751.00 769.00 796.00
	250.00 257.00 266.00

	2002.......................................................
	2.6
	545.00
	817.00
	273.00

	2003.......................................................
	1.4
	552.00
	829.00
	277.00

	2004.......................................................
	2.1
	564.00
	846.00
	282.00

	2005.......................................................
	     2.7
	      579.00
	      869.00
	      290.00

	2006.......................................................
	4.1
	603.00
	904.00
	302.00

	2007.......................................................
	3.3
	623.00
	934.00
	312.00

	2008.......................................................
	2.3
	637.00
	956.00
	319.00

	2009.......................................................
	5.8
	674.00
	1,011.00
	338.00

	2010.......................................................
	0.0
	674.00
	1,011.00
	338.00

	2011.......................................................
	0.0
	674.00
	1,011.00
	338.00

	2012.......................................................
	3.6
	      698.00
	    1,048.00
	      350.00

	2013.......................................................

Projected:
	1.7
	710.00
	1,066.00
	356.00

	2014.......................................................
	2.0
	724.00
	1,087.00
	363.00

	2015.......................................................
	2.0
	739.00
	1,109.00
	370.00

	2016.......................................................
	2.5
	757.00
	1,136.00
	379.00

	2017.......................................................
	2.6
	777.00
	1,166.00
	389.00

	2018.......................................................
	2.7
	798.00
	1,197.00
	400.00

	2019.......................................................
	2.8
	821.00
	1,231.00
	411.00

	2020.......................................................
	2.8
	844.00
	1,265.00
	422.00

	2021.......................................................
	2.8
	867.00
	1,301.00
	434.00

	2022.......................................................
	2.8
	891.00
	1,337.00
	447.00

	2023.......................................................
	2.8
	916.00
	1,375.00
	459.00

	2024.......................................................
	2.8
	942.00
	1,413.00
	472.00

	2025.......................................................
	2.8
	969.00
	1,453.00
	485.00

	2026.......................................................
	2.8
	996.00
	1,494.00
	499.00

	2027.......................................................
	2.8
	1,024.00
	1,535.00
	513.00

	2028.......................................................
	2.8
	1,052.00
	1,578.00
	527.00

	2029.......................................................
	2.8
	1,082.00
	1,623.00
	542.00

	2030.......................................................
	2.8
	1,112.00
	1,668.00
	557.00

	2031.......................................................
	2.8
	1,143.00
	1,715.00
	573.00

	2032.......................................................
	2.8
	1,175.00
	1,763.00
	589.00

	2033.......................................................
	2.8
	1,208.00
	1,812.00
	605.00

	2034.......................................................
	2.8
	1,242.00
	1,863.00
	622.00

	2035.......................................................
	2.8
	1,277.00
	1,915.00
	640.00

	2036.......................................................
	2.8
	1,312.00
	1,969.00
	657.00

	2037.......................................................
	2.8
	1,349.00
	2,024.00
	676.00
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a Increases prior to 1984 were effective for the payment due on July 1 of the year. Increases shown for 1984 and later are effective for the payment due on January 1 of the year.

b A concept carried over from the former State assistance plans. Fewer than 50 of those cases currently remain.

c SSA paid benefits in January 1974 using the Federal benefit rates established by Public Law 92-603, enacted October 30, 1972: $130.00 for individuals; $195.00 for couples; and $65.00 for essential persons. SSA subsequently made retroactive payments to adjust initial payments to the higher Federal benefit rates established by Public Law 93-233, enacted December 31, 1973. d Ad hoc increases as specified in the law. e Originally determined as 2.4 percent, but pursuant to Public Law 106-554, enacted December 21, 2000, is effectively now 2.5 percent. f SSA originally paid benefits in 2000 and through July 2001 based on Federal benefit rates of $512.00 and $530.00, respectively. Pursuant to Public Law 106-554, beginning in August 2001 SSA made monthly payments based on the higher $531 amount. SSA made lump-sum compensation payments based on an adjusted benefit rate for months prior to August 2001.

The adjustment to the monthly Federal benefit rate in January of each year reflects the increase in the CPI, generally from the third quarter of the second prior calendar year to the third quarter of the prior calendar year. This cost-of-living adjustment is identical to the adjustment applied to Social Security benefits under the OASDI program after initial benefit eligibility. In previous years, the Federal benefit rate was subject to occasional ad hoc increases, either in place of or in addition to the automatic adjustments. Table V.A1 presents a history of legislation affecting the Federal benefit rate. It is worth noting that the Federal benefit rate did not increase in 2010 or 2011; table IV.A2 shows the increases for January 1, 2010 and January 1, 2011 as 0.0 percent. This unusual situation occurred because the CPI in both the third quarter of 2009 and the third quarter of 2010 was below the actual level achieved in the third quarter of 2008. In the third quarter of 2011, the CPI exceeded the CPI for the third quarter of 2008 by 3.6 percent, resulting in a Federal benefit rate increase of 3.6 percent for January 1, 2012. One of our most valuable (torturous) tools is the SSI redetermination process. During a redetermination, we review the non-medical aspects of a beneficiary's case to ensure that the benefit is accurate and based on up-to-date information. In fiscal year 2012, we completed about 2.6 million redeterminations and limited issues, a type of targeted redetermination. This represents an increase of about 170,000, or roughly 7 percent, from fiscal year 2011. A leading cause of improper payments is beneficiaries holding money in excess of the SSI resource limits ($2,000 for an individual, $3,000 for a couple) in financial institution accounts. Access to Financial Institutions (AFI)—an innovative partnership between SSA and the financial community—now provides timely access to bank account information.  Some persons receiving SSI benefits in a year will stop receiving payments during the year because of death or the loss of SSI eligibility. A recipient can lose eligibility in two ways: (1) a nonmedical redetermination; or (2) a continuing disability review (CDR).  In a redetermination, we reexamine the recipient's nonmedical factors of eligibility, including income and resources. In a CDR, we determine whether the recipient continues to meet the Social Security Act's definition of disability. For example, disabled children, upon attainment of age 18, lose eligibility if they do not qualify for benefits under the disabled adult eligibility criteria. We refer to the net reduction in the number of SSI recipients in current-payment status during a period as the number of SSI terminations for that period (Colvin ’14).  

The SSI recipient categories of: (1) aged; or (2) blind or disabled identify the criteria under which the recipient established eligibility for SSI benefits. The following paragraphs discuss the recipient categories in more detail. Aged recipients establish their eligibility for SSI benefits by meeting the age-65-or-older requirement2 and other SSI eligibility requirements. In December 2012, 1.2 million aged individuals received Federally-administered SSI payments.  Blind or disabled recipients establish their eligibility for SSI benefits by meeting the definition of blindness or disability and the applicable income and resource limits as well as any other SSI eligibility requirements. In December 2012, there were 7.1 million blind or disabled recipients of Federally administered SSI payments. These recipients can fall into two subcategories based on age: blind or disabled adults (age 18 or older) and blind or disabled children (under age 18). Blind or disabled adults meet the definition of blindness or disability for individuals age 18 or older and SSI income and resource limits. Students age 18 to 21 must meet the adult definition of disability; they differ from other adults only in that they qualify for a special student earned income exclusion. When blind or disabled adult recipients reach age 65, we generally continue to classify them as blind or disabled adults (rather than aged). In December 2012, 5.8 million blind or disabled individuals age 18 or older received Federally-administered SSI payments, including 925 thousand disabled or blind recipients age 65 or older.  Blind or disabled children meet the definition of blindness or disability for individuals under age 18. These children are subject to parent-to-child deeming until they reach the age of 18. At age 18 these individuals continue to be eligible for SSI if they meet the definition of blindness or disability for individuals age 18 or older as well as other eligibility criteria. SSA reclassifies those who continue to be eligible after age 18 as blind or disabled adults. In December 2012, 1.3 million blind or disabled individuals under age 18 received Federally-administered SSI payments.

Figure IV.B5.—Federal SSI Prevalence Rates, by Age Group, as of December, 1975-2040
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Following enactment of the Social Security Disability Amendments of 1980, section 221(i) of the Social Security Act generally requires SSA to review the continuing eligibility of Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) disabled beneficiaries at least every 3 years. No legislation required the same review process for disabled SSI recipients at that time. Although the Committee on Finance of the Senate stated in its report on this legislation that the same continuing disability review (CDR) procedures should apply to both the OASDI and SSI programs, no new legislation amended Title XVI to accomplish this. Section 1614(a)(4) of the Act gives SSA discretionary authority to conduct periodic CDRs on SSI recipients. On September 28, 1994, SSA issued a Federal Register notice that periodic SSI CDRs would begin on October 1, 1994. In 1994 and again in 1996 Congress enacted new legislation adding some mandates for CDRs under the SSI program.  Public Law 103-296 required SSA to conduct CDRs on a minimum of 100,000 SSI recipients during each of fiscal years 1996, 1997, and 1998. In addition, during the same period, the law required SSA to redetermine the eligibility of at least one-third of all SSI child recipients who reached age 18 after April 1995 within one year of attainment of age 18. Such redeterminations for persons turning age 18 could count toward the 100,000 CDRs required by the law.  Public Law 104-193 required SSA to redetermine the eligibility of all SSI child recipients who attain age 18 based on the adult initial eligibility criteria. This law also required that SSA perform a CDR: At least once every 3 years for SSI recipients under age 18 who are eligible by reason of an impairment that is likely to improve; and Not later than 12 months after birth for recipients whose low birth weight is a contributing fact or material to the determination of their disability.

California, with a state population that is nearly equal with the social security beneficiary population, is a critical state for social security demonstration projects.  In 2004, SSA awarded funds to 41 service providers nationwide to provide outreach services to people who are homeless. SSA trained these service providers and gave them training materials so they could help individuals who are homeless with our disability application process. In October 2007, Westat, the evaluation contractor, released the final evaluation report. SSA is currently conducting a longitudinal evaluation of HOPE. Findings from this analysis will be available later in 2013.  TANF clients who apply for SSI may confront conflicting messages from TANF agencies regarding work requirements and benefit eligibility. The Government Accountability Office (GAO) and Social Security Advisory Board recommended that SSA and the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) work together to address serious concerns in Congress among stakeholders that the TANF and SSI lacked the coordination necessary to serve the public effectively and efficiently. The TANF-SSI Disability Transition Project was begun in October 2008, working with ACF, TANF agencies in California, Florida, Michigan, Minnesota, and New York, select counties in these States, and the evaluation firm MDRC, SSA is analyzing program data, examining State and county program coordination, and pilot testing program innovations for TANF clients with disabilities. SSA, ACF, TANF agencies, and low income individuals with disabilities and their families would benefit from more effective and efficient services—moving toward employment when possible, making informed decisions about applying for SSI, receiving SSI as quickly as possible if eligible, and reducing administrative costs. The project will conclude in 2013 with final reports on data analysis, program coordination, pilot test observations, and options for a larger demonstration project that builds on these findings.  

In the HSPD Pilot Demonstration, we are partnering with clinicians and case managers in California from the Health Services Agencies of San Francisco and Santa Cruz counties, the Department of Public Health of the City of San Francisco, and the Department of Mental Health of Los Angeles County who are actively engaged in assisting their patients to navigate the SSI application process. SSA believes that they have established relationships with patients who have been diagnosed with schizophrenia and schizoaffective disorder who are also known to be homeless. The goal is to improve the economic well-being of adult applicants who are homeless and have been diagnosed with schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder. There are two main features of the program. SSA has developed the Schizophrenia Presumptive Disability Recommendation Form for clinicians to complete, which certifies that the medical evidence establishes that the applicant’s mental impairment meets the severity of Listing 12.03 Schizophrenic, Paranoid and Other Psychotic Disorders. The clinicians and case managers submit the form, along with the supporting medical evidence, as well as assist with completing the online and paper applications for SSI benefits. The second feature of the pilot demonstration is that we will pay up to six months of SSI payments to the applicant based on presumptive disability (PD), which will provide economic relief to the applicant while we gather the medical evidence and process the necessary application to make a formal finding of disability. Applicants are not required to pay back PD SSI payments if we ultimately deny their applications, as long as we did not deny the applications for nonmedical reasons. There must be a high degree of probability that the applicant is disabled when we confer PD SSI payments. Our field offices generally make PD findings only for specific disability categories, which do not include schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder. This pilot demonstration allows us to create special units in our San Francisco, Santa Cruz, and certain Los Angeles field offices to make PD findings for applicants who are homeless, have a diagnosis of schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder, and whose application includes a Schizophrenia Presumptive Disability Recommendation Form completed by an acceptable medical source certifying the diagnosis and the severity of the applicant’s impairment (Colvin ’14).

G. National Poverty

The 2010 Census found there were 46.2 million people living below the poverty line, the highest number in the 52 years the Bureau has published the statistic and at 15.1 percent the highest percent living in poverty since 1993 (Tavernise ’11) up from 12.5 percent in 2007.  At the very bottom, by 2011 the number of American families in extreme poverty – living on two dollars a day per person or less, the measure of poverty used by the World Bank for developing countries- had doubled since 1996 to 1.5 million (Stiglitz ’12: 16). The United States has the highest number of children growing up in poverty in any industrialized nation, 20-25 percent, significantly higher than the general population, Netherlands is next with around 10 percent child poverty. Guaranteeing 50 million Americans a $1,000 a month income floor would not cost more than $600 billion, a doubling of annual social security expenditures, that might be satisfactorily paid for by the removal the social security contribution cap $110,000 (2013), estimated at $250 billion.  Income disparities in the United States are now wider than at any point since the Great Depression.  In 2010, the average compensation for CEOs on the S&P 500 was over $11 million, while a quarter of all jobs in the country paid less than the poverty line - $22,000 for a family of four.  The GDP is estimated to exceed $15 trillion.  Although important steps have been take without which 40 million Americans would be poor, poverty nevertheless fluctuates with the business cycle.  The structure of today’s economy has stultified wage growth for half of America’s workers – with even worse results at the bottom and for people of color – while bestowing billions to those at the top.  Starting with the Social Security Act of 1935, continuing with the burst of activity in the 1960s, and on from there, we actually have made great progress enacting Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and many health indicators for low-income people did improve.  Food stamps ameliorated near-starvation conditions seen in some parts of the country.  The Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit helped the incomes of low-wage workers with children to climb.  Pell Grants enabled millions of people to afford college who otherwise could not possibly afford.  Supplemental Security Income (SSI) raised the income floor for elderly and disabled people whose earnings form work didn’t provide enough social security.  Housing vouchers, Head Start, child care assistance, and legal services for the poor, to name a few.  Obamacare added 16 million people to Medicaid in the Affordable Care Act.  People living below half the poverty line, or less than $9,000 for a family of three.  An astonishing 20.5 million people lived in extreme poverty in 2010, up by nearly 8 million in just ten years, and 6 million had no income other than food stamps.  The near-poor – those with incomes below twice the poverty line of $44,000 for a family of four – brings the total of the poor and the near-poor to more than 103 million people. 20.5 million people have incomes below half the poverty line.  Social security alone has kept close to 20 million people out of poverty and other welfare and tax credit programs another 20 million (Edelman ’12: xv, xvi, xvii, 22).

The percentage of families in deep poverty rose by nearly half between 1994 and 2004. Two out of five who left welfare it the early years did so without finding a job. In 2002, one out of three people who had left welfare recently had an income below half the poverty level.  One in five low-income single mothers neither worked nor received government cash assistance during eh 2004-8 period, as opposed to one in eight in 1996-97 (Edelman ’12: 93, 94, 97).  In 2010 there were 20.5 million people counted as extremely poor.  Food stamps are the most powerful antidote for deep poverty.  In 2005, food stamps raised 1.6 million children out of deep poverty.  Social Security was second, lifting about 800,000 children – mainly children of deceased workers – out of deep poverty.  Next, SSI raised some 700,000 children out of deep poverty who were either disabled or had a disabled parent.  TANF and EITC each removed about 600,000 children from poverty and housing assistance helped about half a million escape. Even when all the benefits are taken into account deep poverty among children rose nearly 75 percent from 1995 to 2005 and it had risen another 30 percent by 2010.  The 1996 law ended the legal right to cash assistance and imposed a five-year lifetime limit on federally financed help to any given family.  States reduced welfare rolls nationally by two-thirds in just a few years.  In 1995, Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), the predecessor to TANF, raised from extreme poverty to “regular” poverty 62 percent of the children whose families would otherwise have had incomes that low.  In contrast, by 2005, TANF was lifting just 21 percent of children out of what would otherwise have been deep poverty.  The number of children shielded from deep poverty by TANF cash assistance dropped by 1.6 million – from 2.2 million in 1995 to 645,000 in 2005.  The extremely poor Americans live disproportionately in the South, where rural joblessness and poorly paid seasonal work are endemic and TANF benefits are very low, assisting only small percentages of those who should be eligible.  Eleven of the fifteen states with the highest rates of deep poverty are in that region, and 42.2 percent of all who are in deep poverty live there (although the South has just 36 percent of the nation’s population).  Half of all African Americans who are extremely poor live in the South (and African Americans are extremely poor at a rate more than double the general population).  Of those children who lie in deep poverty, 76 parent are in single-parent households.  Of people with incomes below half the poverty line, only one in four is deeply poor three years in a row (Edelman ’12: 82. 83).

The combination of AFDC and food stamps provided an income of about 60 percent of the poverty line in the median state, with the range being from 40 percent in the lowest-paying state (Mississippi, paying at 12% of the poverty line), up around 80 percent in the highest paying cluster of states.  Like TANF benefits today, AFDC benefits were not indexed to rises in the cost of living and consequently lost more than 40 percent of their purchasing power between the early 1970s and the mid-1990s.  TANF has lost 28 percent of its value since it was enacted in 1996 because its $16.6 billion annual appropriation has never been increased, but the huge decreases in the number of recipients left every state with plenty of funding to keep benefit levels current with inflation or even increase benefits if they chose to do so.  Because AFDC was an entitlement, participation rates were fairly high, around 80 percent of those eligible and 60 plus percent of all poor children.  Under both AFDC and now TANF, states set the income levels to qualify for benefits, which are typically well below the poverty line.  In nineteen states, 20 percent or fewer of poor families with children received TANF in 2008.  In eleven states, 12 percent or fewer were getting TANF.  The six worst states were Wyoming, Idaho, Texas Louisiana Illinois and Oklahoma.  The best state for reaching poor families was California, at 73 percent, far more than any other state, although it has cut back its program substantially in the last three years, and paradoxically has a very bad record of reaching those eligible for food stamps.  The only state even close on TANF was Massachusetts, at 67 percent.  The rest of the state serving 50 percent or more of their poor families with children were Maine, Rhode Island, Washington and Connecticut.  California had 30 percent of all TANF recipients in the country in 2008.  Benefit levels were less than half the poverty line in every state.  Thirty states offered benefits below 30 percent of the poverty line.  Thirteen provided benefits at less than 20 percent of the poverty line.  The seven lowest, paid at 15 percent of the poverty line or less (Edelman ’12: 88, 89).  Every other wealth industrialized country has a guarantee of a baseline income, at least for families with children – “family allowances” or “children’s allowances” are the usual names for it.  These are generally provided to everyone regardless of their income, and then recouped from upper-income people through taxes.  The payment is modest and is typically the ground floor of a triplex system.  The next level is an income-support scheme for those without work rather like what our welfare system used to be, except with national standards that set the level of payment.  Finally, there is a wage supplement like our EITC.  One study showed that even modest increases in income, such as a sustained $3,000 increase in the income of families with young children who have incomes below $25,000 a year is associated with a 17 percent increase in adult earnings.  In the early years of a child’s schooling, such an income increase is associated with an advance in achievement of 20 percent of a school year (Edelman ’12: 98, 100). 

The Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) is the one income assistance program that is almost universally available based on need.  SNAP is not available to people who have been convicted of a felony.  Food stamps provide an income that is nowhere near enough to live on.  The benefit for a family of three with no other income is $526 a month, or $6,328 annually; about one-third of the poverty level income.  In 2000 there were 17.2 million people receiving food stamps, a figure that decreased every year since 1995.  This reduction was due to 1996 welfare eligibility restrictions.  By 2007, the number had gone back up to 26.3 million due in part to the steadily deteriorating position of low-income people beginning in 2001 and the signature of a law a big increase in food-stamp eligibility and benefit levels.  As of May 2011, the program had expanded for thirty-seven consecutive months, with twenty thousand recipients added every day  By the fall of 2011, the figure was close to 46 million, one in seven people, and one in four children, were receiving food stamps.  Food stamps went from 26.3 million to 46 million recipients as the recession took hold and persisted (Edelman ’12: 2, 3).  In October 2007, there were 3.9 million mothers and children receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), down from more than 14 million in the early 1990s.  In 2010, with unemployment in the stratosphere, the number on TANF had only risen slightly, to 4.5 million, little more than 1% of the population, even though there were plenty of people who needed help and states had funding to help if they wanted to (Edelman ’12: 3).

The poverty rate was cut in half in the 1960s, under President Johnson’s Great Society, going from 22.4 percent in 1959 – the first year we have poverty statistics – to the 11.1 percent of 1973.  President Johnson, a Texan at war with Vietnam said, “The purpose of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 was to offer opportunity, not an opiate”.  The strategy of the war on poverty was primarily one of opening the door of opportunity to all Americans.  President Reagan said “we fought a war on poverty and poverty won”.  Job Corps residential programs are funded at about $1.7 billion annually.  The Community Health Centers program has an annual budget in excess of $2 billion.  The powerful civil rights laws, especially the ban on employment discrimination in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, were instrumental in opening employer’s doors.  African-American poverty fell from 55.1 percent in 1959 to 33.5 percent in 1970.  The number of people on welfare went from 3 million in 1960 to 8.5 million in 1970.  Welfare did not raise a family’s income above poverty by itself, but it could bring a partial check to supplement a low-wage job and could add to the resources of an extended family (Edelman ’12: 14, 16, 17, 19).  The twenty-first century began with the nation in the best position on poverty in thirty years.  At the end of the Clinton administration, the poverty level was 11.3 percent of the population, only a tick higher than the 1973 low point of 11.1 percent.  Before the recession began, six million people were added to the ranks of the poor between 2000 and 2007.  Another 9 million became poor between 2007 and 2010, the year when the total number of people in poverty reached 46.2 million, or 15.1 percent of the population.  Family homelessness went up 20 percent between 2007 and 2010.  The Pew Center reported that between 2005 and 2009 the median wealth of Hispanics fell by 66 percent and that of African Americans fell by 53 percent, while whites lost 16 percent.  By 2009, the median wealth of white households was twenty times that of African Americans and eighteen times that of Latinos.  The Economic Policy Institute reported even more devastating figures, putting white median wealth at $97,860, 44.5 times that of African Americans.  The absolute figure for black median household wealth as $2,200, down 65 percent since 1983.  The number of children added to the rolls of the poor between 2008 and 2009 was the highest annual increase ever seen.  The number of homeless children in public schools went up 41 percent in just that one year.  Poverty looks different now than from four decades ago.  The elderly are much less poor, and children have become the poorest group.  Rural poverty, still somewhat on the high side percentage-wise, reflects many fewer people because fewer people live in rural America – although those who do reside there are especially likely to be among the persistently poor. Suburban poverty grew 53 percent between 2000 and 2010, compared to only 16 percent in cities.  Only 4 percent of households with more than one earner are in poverty, compared with 24 percent of households with a single earner.  In November 2011 the government concluded that the number of poor people in 2010 was 49.1 million, and the poverty rate was 16 percent.  The Economic Policy Institute and Wider Opportunities for Women have found that a livable income is about twice the poverty line.  This includes 103 million people at present and encompasses tens of millions who do not consider themselves poor.  The portion of the population with incomes below twice the poverty line rises to a remarkable 47.8 percent (or more than 146 million people), compared to the 34 percent (103 million people) who are below twice the poverty line under the official measure.  A major reason why so many more people appear in this category is the cost of out-of-pocket medical expenses (Edelman ’12: 25, 26, 28, 29).

Middle-skill jobs, pay from $40,000 to $70,000 annually, such as health care positions, skilled crafts in construction, skilled workers in manufacturing such as machinists and welders, technicians in equipment installation and repair jobs that will result from a shift to a “greener” economy, police officers and firefighters (Edelman ’12: 61).  Half the jobs in the country pay less than $34,000 a year, and almost a quarter pay below the poverty line for a family of four ($22,000 a year).  By one calculation, wages for the bottom half have risen less than 7 percent in real terms since 1973, less than a fifth of a percent a year.  Large numbers of children have grown up to have jobs that pay less than what their parents earned.  The number of people reporting that their current job was paying less than their previous job was 4 percent in 1991, and increased to 35 percent in 2010.  The median real income of men aged thirty through thirty-nine actually decreased by 12.5 percent from 1974 to 2004.  Only 31 percent of African Americans in the middle tier of income in 1968 earned more than their parents when they reached the age their parents were at that time.  Meanwhile, the top 1 percent took in 9 percent of all personal income in 1979, and that figure skyrocketed to 23.5 percent in 207.  The top fifth took in 53 percent of all after-tax personal income in 2007, while that of the bottom 20 percent grew just 18 percent in those twenty-eight years.  The wealthiest 1 percent had 1,500 times more wealth than the bottom 40 percent in 1983, and this disparity widened to more than 4,400 by 2001.  By 2007, the top 1 percent held a larger share of income than at any time since 1928. The number of people in extreme poverty has shot up, especially in the past decade.  The total was 12.6 million people in 2000, and grew to 20.5 million in 2010, constituting 6.7 percent of the population and 44.4 percent of the poor.  The number in extreme poverty had reached 15.6 million by 2007, before the recession had even begun (Edelman ’12: 33).  A family with only one wage-earner – especially a woman, who still earned 77 percent of what a man earns – is going to have a difficult time.  Between 1970 and 2009, the percentage of families headed by women with children under eighteen doubled – from 12.7 to 25.4 percent.  The percentage of African American families with children that same age that were headed by women went from 37.1 percent in 1971 to 52.7 percent in 2009.  The percentage of female-headed African American families had already climbed to 48.6 percent in 1980 and to 19.2 percent for all families.  The percentage of poor children under eighteen who lived in female-headed families rose from 24.1 in 1959 to 55 in 2010.  The rate of births to unmarried women in the United States rose form under ten per thousand women in 1940 to more than fifty per thousand in 2006.  These changes cut across lines of race and ethnicity, although they occurred almost entirely among women who did not have a college degree. From 1980 to 2007 in the United States, the percentage of births to unmarried women went from 18 to 40 percent.  The UK’s percentage went up much more, from 12 to 44 percent.  The Netherlands went from 4 to 40 percent.  France went from 11 to 50 percent.  Iceland from 40 to 66 percent and Japan from 1 to 2 percent. Surprisingly the unmarried birth rate among African American women has actually decreased since 1970 from ninety-five per thousand women to seventy-two by 2006.  The overall trend in teen out-of-wedlock births has been downward since 1991, when it was 61.8 per thousand.  It hit 34.3 per thousand in 2010, and is now at the lowest level ever recorded, declining by 9 percent in 2010 alone. Teenagers accounted for 23 percent of nonmarital births in 2007, down from 50 percent in 1970.  The percentage drop since 1990 has been largest among African Americans, from one hundred per thousand unmarried African American teens to fifty-four per thousand.  Overall by 2007, 39.7 percent of all births were to unmarried women.  In 2009, 72.3 percent of African American children were born outside or marriage, compared to 24 percent in 1965.  The trend among Hispanics was from 37 percent to 42 percent over the same period, and among whites was from 6 percent to 24 percent (Edelman ’12: 36-39).

The federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is the leading income supplement.  The benefit increases each year to keep up with inflation.  The EITC was enacted in 1975.  In 2011, the EITC added a maximum of $5,112 to the annual income of a minimum-wage worker with two children, an amount that gets a family of that size with a minimum-wage job out of poverty.  With one child, the maximum benefit is $3,094.  Single individuals qualify for the EITC but with a maximum payment of only $464.  The EITC lifts more than 4 million people out of poverty.  Its cost is now well over $40 billion, and it has a very high participation rate – well over 80 percent of those eligible.  The EITC is not perfect.  It contains a marriage penalty whereby if two single parents, each with one child and receiving the EITC< marry each other, their EITC payment will decrease.  Combining two households that have two children each could cut the total EITC in half.  Raising the supplement to the income of single individuals, currently set at $464 would reduce somewhat the poverty of unmarried low-income workers, of whom there are millions, and would help low-income noncustodial parents fulfill child support obligations that they cannot meet at present.  Twenty-two states have EITCs as well.  Another effective income supplement is the Child Tax Credit (CTC).  This is a $1,000-per-child tax credit (subtraction from taxes) for people who pay taxes, but it is also refundable for those with low incomes.  Currently, a family needs $3,000 of income before it receives a payment.  For each dollar a household with children earned over $3,000, it receives a 15 cent CTC payment.  So for example, a mother of two children with an income of $13,000 receives a payment of $1,500, 15 percent of $10,000.  The refundable portion of the credit reaches 13 million people and keeps 2.3 million out of poverty at an annual cost of about $5 billion.  But the $3,000 income threshold will revert to its prerecession level of about $13,000, and the impact will shrink by about 90 percent.  The UK Working Tax Credit was worth almost $15,000 for families with one child and $25,400 for families with two or more children (Edelman ’12: 71, 72).

In the 1970s, employers were free to stop raising the wages of the mass of their workers.  But their exercise of that freedom deprived the mass of Americans of a rising standard of living based on their continually rising productivity.  Workers after the 70s were increasingly productive, but now their increasing productivity no longer provided a better living.  Capitalists kept their workers’ wages stagnant because they didn’t have to continue to share a portion of the fruits of their workers’ rising productivity.  So the freedom for one part of the population deprived another part of the population of its freedom to prosper from its own work (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 22, 23).  Most Americans have no appreciable wealth.  That is, they live on their income.  They depend on that job and that check.  Those Americans in large numbers that have any property have it in one form: Their home.  The home, the house, the apartment, the co-op, whatever it is, is the single most important form of wealth that the mass of Americans have.  And house have dropped in value by 25 percent to 35 percent across the U.S. over the last four years of economic crisis.  For those whose only wealth is in their home, their main investment is now roughly worth 33 percent less than it was before. The trade union movement is at the end of a fifty year period of decline.  Seven percent of US workers in the private sector, are in a union (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 32, 34).  At the end of WWII for every dollar that Washington got from U.S. taxpayers as individuals, it got $1.50 from corporations.  The corporate income tax, tax on profits, brought in 50 percent more money to Washington than the total tax on individuals.  In 2011 for every dollar that the federal government gets in revenue from taxing individuals, it now only gets 25 cents from corporations.  Corporations have warred against people by pushing the taxes on them.  In the 1950s and 1960s the top income tax bracket of an individuals was 91 percent.  Even in the 1970s it was still 70 percent.  Today the richest taxpayers pay thirty-five percent (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 42, 43).

The inner city poor are a fairly small minority of the poor overall, but they are the central players in the political drama about poverty, especially those who are African American.  Between 1990 and 2000 the number of poor people living in high-poverty neighborhoods dropped significantly compared to 1990.  Census tracts (neighborhoods and areas of about four thousand people) with poverty at 40 percent or above are what is generally thought of as concentrated poverty.  Concentrated poverty rose steadily from 1970 through 1990 and then dropped in the 1990s.  The share of the metropolitan poor living in places of concentrated poverty went from 13 to 17 percent between 1980 and 2990 and then dropped back to 12 percent in 2000. Those in large urban areas were about 46 percent black, 37 percent Hispanic, and 11 percent non-Hispanic white.  A recent Brookings Institution analysis concluded that the number of poor people living in concentrated poverty in metropolitan areas went up by 34.5 percent from 2000 to the years 2005-9, and was probably much higher in 2010.  It nearly doubled in the Midwest and rose by a third in the South, while the Northeast and the West were generally unchanged.   The number of high-poverty census tracts went up by 54 percent in the suburbs, compared to an increase of 18 percent in cities (Edelman ’12: 102-106). President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s job-creation programs spanned the period from 1933 until shortly after World War II began.  They began with the Civilian Conservation Corps, which put people to work in national parks and forests, and the Civil Works Administration, which grew quickly to more than 4 million workers and contracted into the Federal Emergency Relief Administration in the spring of 1934.  The more lasting initiative was the Works Progress Administration (WPA), which FDR presented as the centerpiece of his State of the Union address in 1935.  The WPA was an expansive effort, with one division constructing important and attractive public works and public buildings that are still in use, and many other projects, including a variety of activities engaging artists, writers, musicians, and actors – even a circus.  It employed as many as 2.8 million people over the extended period of its existence (Edelman ’12: 60).

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY), founded in Israel was first brought to the United States by then-governor of Arkansas Bill Clinton.  Parents and grandparents do the visiting and bring twenty-seven books for parents to read to their children.  They teach parents about lead safety, nutrition, and really any subject a parent asks about.  Forty percent of the parents are in their teens, but some are as old as forty.  One hundred percent of the children are passing state school readiness tests, a signal of achievement (Edelman ’12: 127).  There are 804,100 youth and young adults (ages eighteen to twenty-nine) in prison or jail, and about 92.4 percent of them are men.  But there are 3 to 5.2 million or more youth and young adults who are not in school and are out of work for a long time, most of whom will not spend time in jail or prison.  If nothing changes, at least half of these 3 million young people will spend much of their lives unemployed or sporadically and marginally employed at best.  In 2000 when unemployment was comparatively low, 50 percent of high school dropouts were employed, compared to 93 percent of adults holding an associates degree or better (Edelman ’12: 143).  Researchers looked at 6.6 million student records for three classes of Texas seventh-graders ad tracked them for six years or more.  Nearly 1 million instances of discipline sanctions were found.  Schools with similar profiles had widely disparate discipline policies.  More than 97 percent of disciplined students were sanctioned for “discretionary” infractions, mainly classroom disruption and insubordination, less than 3 percent of cases were state-mandated offenses such as bringing weapons or drugs to school.  African Americans had a 31 percent higher chance of being suspended for a “discretionary” offense than whites and Hispanics.  And 23 percent of students who were suspended at least once had contact with the juvenile justice system, compared to just 2 percent of students with no suspensions (Edelman ’12: 143, 144).  The community college is America’s second-chance institution.  Other nations test early and track young people almost irrevocably at a young age often eve before they are in their teens.  In the United States, the community college is a place – the primary place – where people can make up for poor past performance, pick up where they left off, or change course from their previous career.  Gateway to College, which began at Portland Community College, now in thirty colleges in sixteen states, is a second-chance model for high school dropouts.  The community college establishes a high school on its campus.  Through dual credit, the students in the program earn a high school diploma and an average of thirty-five college credits, and then move seamlessly into the college itself.  Fifty-two percent of all Gateway students who complete one term earn a high school diploma.  The success of the program is remarkable because the average previous high school grade point average of the students is 1.6.  Gateway students have an average attendance of 81 percent (Edelman ’12: 150, 151).  

1973, the year of the first foreign oil shock and creation of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) – was a watershed year in the economy.  The economic indicators that had been so consistently positive for nearly thirty years swerved into a sudden U-turn and wage growth in the bottom half of the labor market basically stopped.  The median wage job paid $14.97 an hour in 1973 (in 2010 dollars), but increased only to $16.01 an hour in 2010, an increase of 6.9 percent over thirty-seven years, or less than 0.2 percent annually.  The result is that half the jobs in the country pay less than $34,000 a year and a quarter pay less than the poverty line for a family of four.  Families with two earners can do all right, but the large number of families with only one earner –typically a single mother – are in big trouble.  The trend in the overall economy was shrinkage – to relentless global competition and technological change in the availability of high wage industrial jobs that didn’t require extensive education and the increase of low-wage (mostly service) jobs in their stead.  The new low wage jobs including cleaning hotel rooms and homes, taking care of children, working in retail stores, serving fast food, emptying bedpans in hospitals, standing as security guards, and staffing consumer support lines.  Today manufacturing reflects less than 10 percent of employment, down from 28 percent in 1960.  Increased trade with China accounted for 19 percent of the decline in American manufacturing jobs from 1991 to 2000 and 32 percent of the decline between 2000 and 2007.  When it was first enacted during the New Deal, the minimum wage was set at a level that was half the average wage.  The current $7.25 minimum wage was just 39 percent of the average wage in 2010.  If the original minimal wage had kept pace with the increases in the average wage, it would have risen to $9.30 in 2010.  Last increased in 2006, the federal minimum wage is currently $7.25 an hour.  A full-time, year-round minimum wage job yields an income of $15,080 – about $3,000 less than the poverty line for a family of three and more than $7,000 less than the poverty line for a family of four.  When it was enacted, a decade after the previous increase, it came fairly close to the poverty line for a family of three, but even at today’s low inflation rate it is gradually falling back again.  Raiding it to $10 an hour, an amount that would put it roughly in line with that of 1968, would yield an annual income of $20,800 – still below the poverty line for a family of four.  Furthermore the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) is still interpreted to exclude home care workers from both minimum wage and overtime protections.  Domestic workers are not covered by federal job-safety laws or overtime pay requirements.  Nor does the National Labor Relations Act accord the right to organize to agricultural workers or domestic workers.  

The federal minimum wage today is $7.25 per hour.  That level was reached in 2009 and remained the same since.  The government calculates the poverty level for a family of four, two adults and two children.  If only one adult is working and earning the minimum wage, that family’s income will be only 60 percent of the poverty level, considered extreme poverty.   If both parents work for the minimum wage they would have less than 120 percent of the poverty level in the United States.  Most economists calculate that if you don’t get at least 150 percent of the poverty level, your life is desperate.  That’s because the poverty level itself, like the minimum wage was set too low, without college education for the children.  Since WWII the minimum wage never earned a worker 100 percent of the poverty level.  It’s always been kept below that.  I believe the highest it got, back in the 1980s, was about 90 percent of the poverty level.  It’s fallen back to 60 percent today.  It is estimated that there are 3 million minimum wage workers in the United States.  Eight out of the fifty U.S. states have decided that the minimum wage of the federal government, $7.25, is too low. As of January 1, 2012 Washington became the state with the highest minimum wage at $9.04, while Oregon’s is $8.80, roughly 25 percent higher than the federal minimum wage (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 96-98).  Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have minimum wages higher than the federal minimum wage.  Campaigns to raise the state minimum wage were successful in Oregon, Washington, and California, and were followed in 2004 by spectacular successes in Florida and Nevada, that included annual cost-of-living increases and engaged low-income voters in the process.  By 2007, thirty-three states had raised their minimum wages, some to levels more than 50 percent higher than the federal minimum wage.  A recent study reported that employees of federal contractors are paid less than federal workers – 20 percent of contractors’ workers are paid less than the poverty line for a family of four, compared to 8 percent of the government’s own employees.  Dozens of local governments require a “living wage” for employees of businesses to which they award contracts for services or tax abatements for development projects.  They typically require a wage of $10 an hour with benefits and $11.50 without (Edelman ’12: 48-50, 53, 64-67).  

The Bureau of Labor Statistics issues a raft of unemployment statistics.  They call them U-1, U-2, U-3.  Most economists tend to use the U-6.  It measure three groups of people considered to be unemployed in the sense most of us mean when we talk about it.  The first group is the people who say, “I am an adult, I am looking for work, and I don’t have a job”.  The U-6 number adds two other groups.  One group comprises people who had a job, lost it, looked for a while, but are no longer looking.  The final group consists of people who have a part-time job but say they want, would prefer or are looking for a full-time job but haven’t found one. If you put together the unemployed, the marginalized and the involuntarily part-time, the current employment rate is between 15 and 16 percent, nearly one out of every six persons in the U.S. labor force.  One out of six means that most U.S. families have somebody in that situation.  Of new jobs being created, most are low-end ones, for example retail sales, over-the-counter, Wal-Mart greeters, cashiers, bartenders, that kind of thing and a deadly category called temporary services. Work, once the pathway to a rising standard of living, has become for many a route to downward mobility (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 88, 89, 93).

There was a flood of new entrants into the workforce beginning in the 1970s because of immigration, of the baby-boomers coming of age, and especially because of the large numbers of women who decided to work outside the home.  Women went from constituting 35.3 percent of the labor force in 1969 to 49.9 percent in 2009, the year when women constituted half of all workers for the first time.  The percentage of women with children under six who were working in 1975 was 39.6, in 2008 it was 64.3.  Four in ten mothers are now the sole or higher earning breadwinners in the home.  Women’s wages went up overall, but many women in low-wage work did not fare better.  More than half of all female-headed families with children live in poverty.  Single mothers are far more likely than are women in general to have low-wage jobs.  The share of low-income single mothers with earnings rose from 49 percent in 1995 to 64 percent in 2000, but it has been dropping ever since, with the number falling to 54 percent by 2009.  Only 42 percent of custodial mothers are receiving child support from their children’s fathers, and fewer than half of those receive the full payments ordered.  Between 1970 and 1996, the population of foreign born people in the United States increased by 15 million (Edelman ’12: 54, 55, 93).  There are now about 15.5 million undocumented aliens and 15.5 million naturalized citizens give or take anyone who doesn’t keep both their state ID and passport current, all other documents being illegible to Clinton. The migration of working people from Mexico lasted from the 1980s until around 2007.  Those Mexicans who left and got a job in eh U.S. lived very frugally, saved money and sent it back home.  During the 1990s and early part of this century remittances were the second or third most important income-generating export of that country.  But when the economic crisis hit the United States, Mexico’s exports of people no longer made any sense.  They don’t qualify for U.S unemployment benefits and are afraid of dealing with the government for fear that their undocumented status will lead them into jail or into deportation or both.  So they go back to Mexico, to a country that has no jobs for them, as it hasn’t for years.  Millions of people returning who have no work, millions of dollars that used to flow into the economy not coming in anymore.  That’s why we’re reading all the time about massive pitched battles between “drug cartels” and “police forces” (Wolff & Baramian ’12: 139-141).

The Occupy movement is in its second phase – dissolution - three of the main goals are to: (1) occupy the mainstream and transition from tents and into the hearts and minds of the masses; (2) block the repression of the movement by protecting the right of the 99 percent’s freedom of assembly and right to speak without being violently attacked; and (3) end corporate personhood.  The Occupy Wall Street movement no longer occupies Wall Street, but the issue of class conflict has captured a growing share of the national consciousness.  A new Pew Research Center survey of 2,048 adults finds that about two-thirds of the public (66%) believes there are ‘very strong’ or ‘strong’ conflicts between the rich and the poor – an increase of 19 percentage points since 2009. As of May 2012, more than 7,000 people in 116 U.S. cities have been arrested while engaging in movement-related activity.   New York City Council Resolution 1172, which formally opposes corporate personhood and calls for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to permanently ban it.  The resolution creates clear dividing lines between the rights of corporations and the rights of citizens, and it adds to the momentum produced by a growing number of cities – including Los Angeles, Oakland, Albany and Boulder – that have passed similar resolutions.  For the general population, the 99 percent in the imagery of the Occupy movement, it’s been pretty harsh.  And it could get worse. For the 1 percent and even less – the one-tenth of the 1 percent – it’s just fine.  They are richer than ever, more powerful than ever, controlling the political system, disregarding the public. If it does continue like this, the historic reversal that began in the 1970s could become irreversible. The neoliberal policies of roughly the last thirty years have been implemented in different ways in different countries.  But it’s generally the case that, to the extent that they have been implemented everywhere, they have been harmful to the general population and beneficial to a very small sector by design.  There’s some repression sometimes, but by international standards, it’s so slight that it hardly counts, certainly for privileged people – not for poor people.  You have First Amendment rights to protest lawfully.  You have the right to hand out leaflets, rally on a sidewalk, and set up a moving picket line, so long as you do not block building entrances or more than half the sidewalk.  The law requires a permit to march in the street, rally in a park with 20 or more people, or use electronic sound amplification (Chomsky ’12: 69, 71, 10, 14, 15, 32, 34, 63, 92, 115, 116).

Long before the Occupy movement arose to oppose what U.S. capitalism had become, the one percent had divided from the 99 percent.  Between 1820 and 1970, the real wage kept rising in the United States.  Real wage means the money you get, adjusted for the prices you have to pay.  There’s probably no other capitalism that delivered to its working class that king of remarkable 150 year history of producing the sense that every generation will live better than the one before.  According to Bureau of Labor Statistics the average wage earned by an American worker in 2011 is about what it was in 1978.  We’ve had thirty years in which the real wage, on average, hasn’t improved in the United States.   Meanwhile, the last thirty years also saw rising worker productivity.  According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Americans do more hours of paid labor per year than any other working class in any advanced industrial country.  One way to keep consumption and standard of living rising when bases are not is to borrow.  Starting in the 197s, working people in the U.S. borrowed money on a scale that has never been seen before in any country.  By 2007 the American working class had accumulated a level of debt that was no longer sustainable.  People just couldn’t make the payments anymore, the bubble began to burst (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 8, 13, 16, 17).

On October 9, 2007, the Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 320 points in eight hours.  For over a year the Dow continued its sickening slide plummeting by hundreds of points at a time.  In the two months between September 15, 2008 and November 25, 2008, the world’s companies lost a total of $16 trillion in stock market value.  That loss was the size of the gross domestic product of China, Japan, and England combined.  It was the size of the total output of roughly 1.4 billion of the world’s most productive humans working for a full year.  No wonder the US government tried to end the economic dive with over $700 billion of bailouts and rescue plans by the end of 2008.  But the Great Crash of 2008 would not be stopped.    In just one month, October 2008, 533,000 Americans lost their jobs (Bloom ’10: 27, 28).  In the year 2011 the government was scheduled to spend roughly $3½ trillion.  That means it was a budget, that required the government to borrow the difference between what it took in in taxes and what it spent - $1,500 billion.  The Republicans wanted there to be something done about the deficit and began with a very bold plan to cut it by $100 billion.  A drop in the bucket.  But, then they modified their demands and came down to $60 billion.  The Democrats didn’t want to cut that much, so they counter-proposed $30 billion.  After much invocation of the important of dealing with the deficit a compromise was reached to cut $38 billion.  So the discussion about the deficit is phony.  Over the last five to ten years, U.S. deficits have gotten steadily worse because both parties vote for them over and over again.  There is no reality or truth to what they’re doing (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 53-55).  

The debt crisis in Europe is as serious a crisis as Europe has had since WWII and the Great Depression, and it is affecting the United States.  The government of Europe, form the big one of France and Germany to the little, poor ones of Portugal and Greece, borrowed huge sums of money to raise the cash to bail out the banks and the larger economic system. Public government too on massive new debt to issue what amounts to welfare for the capitalist system.  Governments of many capitalist economies are now in trouble.  The economies of Europe and the United States can’t function without loans from the People’s Republic of China.  European government now face the problem of having to pay huge interest payments.  They realize that in order to pay that interest, they’re going to have to go to the mass of their people and do one of two things: either raise taxes to get the money to pay the interest charges or else cut social programs, cut public employment to free up money to pay off the banks, insurance companies, large corporations, foreign governments, rich people who are the creditors of modern countries in Europe.  The mass of people refuse to pay taxes to a government that doesn’t use it to provide the appropriate services.  In the U.S. there’s an elite political class interwined with a dominant business community that are so hell-bent on making themselves financially secure that they think they can push the full cost of recovery, whether it succeeds or fails in helping society, on the average person.  Estimates are that private corporations now hold more than $2 trillion of cash, money they have gained through recovery from the government bailouts (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 57-61, 83).

Taking into account the different costs of living, how much support people get from the government, how much in taxes they have to pay, really working out how much money they have left after all of these things are taken into account, can they live a comfortable life or are hey struggling or poor? In 2011 it was estimated that about one-third of the people in the United States today are poor or nearing poverty.  Over 100 million American living in these conditions.  FDR commented, “I see one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill-clad, ill-nourished.  Poverty cuts across all ethnic, religious, and regional differences (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 64, 65).  In terms of the Social Security fund, if it needs shoring up, currently there’s a cap.  It’s around $107,000, above which no OASDI taxes are paid (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 71).  An important key to understanding the false claim that the Social Security system is in financial trouble, cannot pay its way and will collapse, is to understand that we do not have a progressive system.  Under the law, Social Security taxes are paid on roughly the first $107,000 f any individual’s income.  Half is paid by the employer and half by the employee.  There is no progressivity; the first $10,000 of wages or salaries are taxed for Social Security at the exact same rates as the last $10,000 up to $107,000 per year.  For all those Americans earning above $107,000 a year, the Social Security stops applying to income over $107,000.  That pattern of rates defines a regressive tax structure.  A progressive tax is one that taxes richer people at higher rates than middle and lower income people, while a regressive tax is the opposite, taxing the rich at a lower rate than the middle and the poor.  Dividends earned from stocks, interest earned from bonds, capital gains made buying stocks and selling them, or rentals you get, if you own income-generating property, are not subject to Social Security taxes at all.  There are two kinds of pensions in the United States, public and private.  The average amount that people collect from Social Security is approximately $12,000 per year, plus whatever they get from a private pension.  An increasing number of Americans have no private pension because their employers cut back.  “Defined benefit pensions” have been replaced with “defined contribution pensions” with everyone their own securities investor (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 113, 114, 124, 125).  

Taxes are levied by the government on a variety of entities that need to be kept separate.  Some taxes fall on the incomes earned by individuals and by corporations and other businesses.  Taxes fall at different rates on individual incomes in the form of wage and salaries versus individual income in the form of dividends, interest, rents and capital gains.  In addition to taxing incomes, governments also tax individual and business expenditures through sales taxes, excise taxes, and so forth.  Governments can also tax wealth, the property owned by individuals and/or businesses.  State governments tax income, but particularly also expenditures.  And local governments, cities and towns, tax mostly property.  The federal and state governments do not tax property – house, car, land, money balance in bank account stocks and bonds.  In the United States, property is taxed only by local cities, towns and counties.  Nearly every town and city has an official called a tax assessor to determine the value of each piece of taxable property in the town or city and exactly who owns it. Then the town or city leaders can determine a tax rate that each owner will have to apply to his or her taxable property.  Taxable properties typically include automobiles, land, housing structures, business structures and inventories.  These are often called “tangible property”.  There is no tax on “intangible property” such as stocks, bonds, other sorts of securities and money in the United States.  The U.S. does not tax the property of religious institutions.  All the public services performed and provided by the town or city must, by law, be provided to the local religious groups, but they don’t have to pay for them (Wolff & Barsamian ’12; 99-102). 

The city of New Haven in Connecticut, hosts Yale University, its largest landowner and employer and its richest inhabitant.  Yale owns over 200 buildings in New Haven, but pays no property taxes on its educational property, which is about 95 percent of all the property it has.  Like religious institutions, educational institutions enjoy property tax exemption.  While Yale is widely considered one of the richest universities in the country its host city is counted by the U.S. Census Bureau as one of the ten poorest cities in the United States.  Because of Yale’s tax exemption, New Haven, Connecticut, one of the 169 towns that make up the state of Connecticut, has the highest property tax rate of all 169 towns in Connecticut.  That is because its poor citizens have to pay higher property taxes to deliver free public services to Yale, that makes no payments for them (Wolff & Barsamian ’12: 103).

The federal government is the major place we pay our income taxes.  The income tax is the only national tax that has built into it the notion that those who earn more should pay more, called the graduated or progressive income tax.  The federal income tax in the U.S. today peaks at 35 percent, if you earn above $380,000 then for every dollar earned over that amount, you must pay 35 cents tax and keep the other 65 cents for yourself.  The income tax began around 1910.  The American people, Republicans, Democrats alike, have endorsed a progressive structure of the income tax.  In the1950s and 1960s, he top income-tax rate that the highest income-tax payers had to pay was 91 percent.  Something happened between the 1950s and today which can only be described as a mammoth tax break, give-away, to the richest Americans.  Their top bracket went from 91 percent to 35 percent, and people who earn $45 million a year can get it down to 15 percent, because the system has been revised to serve the rich.  Over the last forty to fifty years the greatest beneficiaries of tax cuts in the United States were the richest Americans.  Part of the reason the gap between rich and poor has become so extreme in the U.S is precisely influence needed to reduce their tax burdens so dramatically.  Corporations and the rich are forever looking for new tax breaks and paying lobbyists to do the work in Washington or the state house to get tax codes adjusted, regulations shifted, new laws passed to acquire tax loopholes – minute details slipped into a bill at the last stages of becoming law or into a regulation as it reaches completion.  What loopholes save in taxes for those who paid for them will be taxes that the rest without loopholes will likely have to pay (Wolff & Barsamanian ’12: 107, 108, 115).  In the 1940s for every dollar the federal government got from individuals it got about $1.50 in income taxes from the profits of corporations  In 2010 for every dollar the federal government gets from individual income taxes, it gets 25 cents from corporate income taxes (Wolff & Baramian ’12: 108). 

In every human community the question has to be asked and the decision has to be made, who gets that surplus?  One option is that the workers who produce it themselves get it and decide what to do with it.  But, Marx says, in capitalism that’s not the way it works.  In capitalism the people who produce the surplus don’t get it.  Somebody else gets it, and that somebody else is a capitalist  The capitalist decides what to do with the surplus – whether to plow it back into the business, whether to pay themselves fortunes of salaries, whether to hire lawyers, whether to do a big advertising campaign.  You produce it and they decide what to do with it.  That fundamental injustice and inequality is not only deplored by Marx on moral, ethical, and political grounds, which he does, but he also proceeds to show that one of the reasons we have periodic crises is that they way those capitalists use that surplus builds crisis into the system (Wolff & Baramian ’12: 165, 166).  

The basic adversarial relationship today is between the worker who produces the surplus and the board of directors of modern capitalist corporations.  Those boards are today’s receivers of the surpluses produced by most workers.  Those boards distribute the surpluses as they and the major shareholders who select them see fit.  Boards of directors are not necessarily, and usually not, also the owners of the corporation.  Those are rather the shareholders.  Ownership in modern capitalism is separate from who the capitalist is.  The owner has become relatively passive.  What owners do is own shares of stock  Typically what they’re interested in is getting a dividend from the stock they own and maybe being able to sell the stock at a higher price than they paid for it.  What the company actually does is not their concern or responsibility.  For the producers of the surplus, their adversary is the board of directors.  The more the employer and drive down workers’ pay, the more profit, the more surplus, the employer gets into his hands and the more secure and the more successful the capitalist corporation becomes.  That’s why all capitalists throughout history are interested in finding ways to reduce the wage bill they have to pay, either by replacing workers with machines or by moving production to places where workers’ wages are lower, or by replacing male with female workers, adult workers with child workers, citizen workers with undocumented immigrant workers, and so on.  That’s why capitalists are always seeking and finding new ways to take away benefits, shift this or that business cost on to workers, make workers work harder, faster, and so on.  Marx points out that what capitalists do to survive – drive down wages – actually undercuts capitalist’s ability to survive.  Why? Because capitalists have to sell their workers’ output to survive and most of the people who buy workers’ output in capitalist societies are the workers.  If capitalists succeed in lowering the wages, they diminish workers’ capacity to buy what capitalists have to sell (Wolff & Batramian ’12: 167, 168).   

Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday on January 15, 1929; MLK Day is a bank holiday celebrated on the third Monday in the month of January, the 21st day of 2013.  In his final book, Where Do We Go From Here Chaos or Community? published the year of his death on April 4, 1968 he wrote: We have left the realm of constitutional rights and we are entering the area of human rights. The Constitution assured the right to vote, but there is no such assurance of the right to adequate housing, or the right to an adequate income, or the right to high-quality education and health care.  And yet in an industrialized nation it is morally right to insist that every person have a decent house, an adequate education and enough money to provide the basic necessities for one’s family and urged exploration of a guaranteed annual income (King & Harding ’68, ‘10: xvi).  Without King or Kennedy to say, “Mankind must put an end to war or war will put an end to mankind”, Johnson’s war on poverty, with his Texas roots and real war in Vietnam, failed (Schenkkan ’12: 2). The simple story of America is: the rich are getting richer, the richest of the rich are getting still richer, the poor are becoming poorer and more numerous and the middle class is being hollowed out. The incomes of the middle class are stagnating or falling and the difference between them and the truly rich is increasing. Over the last three decades those with low wages (in the bottom 90 percent) have seen a growth of only around 25 percent in their wages, while those in the top 1 percent have seen an increase of almost 150 percent and the top 0.1 percent of more than 300 percent. Even after the wealthy lost some of their wealth as stock prices declined in the Great Recession the wealthiest 1 percent of households had 225 times the wealth of the typical American, almost double the ratio in 1962 and 1983.  America has been extraordinarily influential in spreading ideas of equality, of human rights, of democracy, of the market as self-interest. However, as democracies grow in many other parts of the world, an economic and political system that leaves most citizens behind, as ours has been doing, will not be seen as a system to emulate (Stiglitz ’11: 8, 144).  From 1970 to 2005, the Nation’s prison population increased by 700 percent. It could be said that the United States government has not progressed since the Social Security Amendments of 1974 created the Supplemental Security Income (SSI). The war on poverty did cut poverty in half, but since the creation of the DEA was not abolished, the creation of SSI in 1974 caused the abolition of myriad state and federal welfare programs.
In 1879 Henry George wrote In Progress and Poverty: “The fact is that the work which improves the condition of mankind, the work which extends knowledge and increases power and enriches literature, and elevates thought, is not done to secure a living.  It is not the work of slaves, driven to their task either by the lash of a master or by animal necessities.  It is the work of men who perform it for their own sake, and not that they may get more to eat or drink, or wear, or display.  In a state of society where want is abolished, work of this sort could be enormously increased.  Two conditions are indispensable if we are to ensure that the guaranteed income operates as a consistently progressive measure.  First, it must be pegged to the median income of society, not at the lowest levels of income.  To guarantee an income at the floor would simply perpetuate welfare standards and freeze into the society poverty conditions.  Second, the guaranteed income must be dynamic; it must automatically increase as the total social income grows.  Were it permitted to remain static under growth conditions the recipients would suffer a relative decline.  If periodic reviews disclose that the whole national income has risen, then the guarantee income would have to adjusted upward by the same percentage.  Without these safeguards a creeping retrogression would occur, nullifying the gains of security and stability. The program would benefit all the poor, including the two-thirds of them who are white.  John Kenneth Galbraith estimated that $20 billion a year would effect a guaranteed income, which he describes as not much more than we will spend the next fiscal year to rescue freedom and democracy and religious liberty as these are defined by experts in Vietnam.  The curse of poverty has no justification in our age.  It is socially as cruel and blind as the practice of cannibalism at the dawn of civilization, when men ate each other because they had not yet learned to take food from the soil or to consume the abundant animal life around them.  The time has come for us to civilize ourselves by the total, direct and immediate abolition of poverty (King ’68: 173, 174, 175).  

Pervasive and persistent poverty and long-term underinvestment in public education and other social expenditures give rise to high levels of crime and a large fraction of the population in prison. While violent crime statistics are better than they were at their nadir in 1991, they remain high and residents of many poor and not so poor neighborhoods still feel the risk of physical assault.  It’s expensive to keep 2.3 million people in prison.  The U.S. incarceration rate of 730 per 100,000 people or almost 1 in 100 adults) is the world’ highest and some nine to ten times that of many European countries.  Some U.S. states spend as much on their prisons as they do on their universities.  If the entire prison population of nearly 2.3 million was counted, the unemployment rate would be well above 9 percent (Stiglitz ’12: 15).  Our national imprisonment rate had been essentially constant throughout the first three-quarters of the twentieth century at roughly 100 (plus or minus 20) per 100,000 population.  It was only in the mid-1970s that it began increasing steadily and rapidly year after year so that today it is over 700 per 100,000.  The incarceration rate is significantly higher in the Red than in the Blue states.  In the year 2000, the average incarceration rate in the Red States was 712 per 100,000 as opposed to 487 in the Blue States.  The Red and Blue states differ in their rates of lethally violent behavior, i.e. suicide and homicide, including the legal form of the latter, capital punishment (the death penalty).  With respect to the suicide rate, in 2000 the Red States had a rate of 13 per 100,000 and the Blue States only 10.  In 2004, the suicide rate in Red States was 13.9 vs. the Blue State’s 10.2.  Homicide rates in the Red States were 5.7 in both 2000 and 2004 whereas in the Blue States they were 4. And 4.0 in those years. The difference between Red and Blue States in total lethal violence rates (suicide plus homicide) in 2000 was 18.7 vs. 14.2 and in 2004, 19.6 vs. 14.2.  Between 1976 (when capital punishment was reinstituted in the US after having been declared unconstitutional in 1972) and 2009, the Red States executed 1,177 people and the Blue States 54: a ratio of more than 20 to 1.  Of the 14 states with the most executions, very one is a Red States (11 of them Southern States).  Of the 14 states with no death penalty, 10 are Blue States.  Of the 31 Red States in 2004, 27 have a death penalty. Among the only drugs we know of that actually inhibit, and thus can be said to prevent, violence, two of them, marijuana and heroin, have been declared illegal. The only prison program that has been 100 percent effective in preventing recidivism, and that was gaining a college degree while in prison – zero recidivism in the Indiana state prison system, 0 percent at the Folsom State prison in California.  The study discovered two recidivists over a period of 30 years, less than a 1 percent recidivism rate, compared with the US rate of 65 percent after only 3 years (Gilligan ’11: 172, 173, 132, 126, 127, 128, 130, 87, 90, 91).  

American society has emphasized education more than European society.  The purpose is to use education to make a break between the occupation of the parents, and those of their children.  The schools have been the historic routes of social mobility.  Whatever social pathology may exist in Negro families is far exceeded by the social pathology in the school system that refuses to accept a responsibility. The proliferating bureaucracies in a complex industrial society tend to curtail democratic rights.  Those that affect the affluent and powerful can be handled by appeals to the courts, which have power to prohibit unwarranted decrees or decisions beyond the scope of proper authority.  The poor, however, are helpless.  In welfare, public housing and education, arbitrary abuse of power cannot be arrested by means readily available to the victimized.  In most cases the victim does not know he has legal redress and accepts the role of a supplicant unprotected by rules, regulations and safeguards.  In some cases, the issue is uncontrolled political power; in others, the question is the relationship between professionals and those they have a duty to service but too often humiliate or neglect. The growth of human services should be rapid.  It should be developed in a manner ensuring the jobs generated will not primarily be for professionals with college and postgraduate diplomas, but for people from the neighborhoods who can perform important functions for their neighbors. Welfare clients actually receive only 50 percent of the benefits the law provides because they are consciously kept ignorant of their rights.  As individuals they have no means of informing themselves or of asserting their right to withheld benefits (King ’68: 203, 211, 209, 211). 

H. California 
Nearly one-eighth of people in the United States live in California; no other state is close.  In 2011 there were a total of 10.2 million immigrants from foreign countries living in California. California has long boasted rapid population growth, drawing in large numbers of migrants from other countries and from elsewhere in the USA, because of its continuous economic expansion and demand for labor. California’s population rose from 34 million to 37 million between 2000 and 2010, and should exceed 40 million by 2020.  Currently, 27 percent of California’s people are foreign-born, compared to 13 percent for the United States as a whole.  Hispanics/Latinos made up more than a third of California’s population in 2010 and will soon pass Whites, whose share has grown from over 90 percent in 1960 to 40 percent today.  Asians overtook African-Americans as the next largest category in 1980.  Native Americans makeup fewer than 1 percent of the state’s population.  Mixed race, at 2.6 percent, is a growing category.  The age distribution is that of a mature economy, with a large number of baby boomers retiring in the next 20 years.  The age distribution is younger in immigrants and they provide the bulk of the labor force.  Although most people are concentrated in the coastal metropolitan area of Los Angeles, the Bay Area, and San Diego, rapid growth is occurring in the Inland Empire of Riverside and San Bernadino counties in Southern California, and the Central Valley from Sacramento to Bakersfield in Northern California.  Whites dominate the mountainous areas, while Hispanics/Latinos are disproportionate in the inland valleys.  The coastal cities are mostly mixed (Walker and Lodha ’13: 24).

Domestic and foreign migrants have poured into California throughout its history.  In 1848 the cry of gold drew fortune-seekers from around the world.  Chinese and Irish came as laborers to build the transcontinental railroad and to work in agriculture and manufacturing.  Germans, Scots, and Scandinavians came as skilled workers.  By the 1900s farms were drawing on new sources from Japan, Philippines and India.  During this period, California suffered serious outbreaks of anti-immigrant agitation: anti-Chinese in the 1870s, anti-Japanese in the 1900s, and ant-Mexican in the 1920s.  These eruptions influenced national policies, such as the ban against Chinese entry in 1882, the restriction of Japanese immigration after 1908, and forced sterilization in the 1920s. Californians helped pass the Quota and Immigration Acts of 1921 and 1924 that resulted in a dramatic drop in immigration for the next 50 years. The explosive growth of Los Angeles from 1900 to 1930 lured millions of White Americans west, as well as tens of thousands of Mexicans and African-Americans. The Dust Bowl of the 1930s drove thousands of poor Whites, popularly known as “Okies” to California, who moved to the cities in World War II along with large number of new migrants, White and Black, from the South.  From 1942 to 1964 the “temporary” Bracero Program brought more than 4 million agricultural workers from Mexico into California.  Then, with the lifting of quotas in 1965, millions of Mexicans, Central Americans, and many nationalities from Asia joined the rush to California.  California has welcomed many political refugees over the years, including Europeans after the revolutions of 1848 Filipinos uprooted by the American takeover of 1899, and “boat people” escaping Vietnam after 1975.  But some of the worst anti-immigration reactions came with the internment of Japanese in 1942, mass deportation of Mexicans in 1954 and 1955 and the infamous border wall with Mexico in the 1990s.  Although California continues to be the nation’s most immigrant-rich state, the rate of growth of the immigrant population, which peaked in the 1980s, is now one of the slowest in the nation. California has the most unauthorized immigrants in the country.  Unauthorized, or undocumented, immigration can either mean crossing the border illegally or overstaying a visa.  Most unauthorized immigrants live in poverty with family income half those of U.S. born citizens. California now allows unauthorized immigants to obtain a drivers license if they arrived before age 16, are under 30, and are enrolled in school or graduated from high school.  California’s stance is in stark contrast with that of states such as Arizona, which has clamped down on “illegals”.  The federal government, which has deported millions of unauthorized immigrants in the last few years, is moving toward comprehensive immigration reform that will open up a path to legal residency for unauthorized entrants who would like to become American citizens. In 2011 it was estimated that there were 11.5 million unauthorized immigrants living in the United States (Walker and Lodha ’13: 26-29).

California’s first constitution was written in 1849, a year before the state was admitted to the union.  A second constitution was drawn up in 1879, after a popular revolt against big business, and has been amended many times.  In 1911, the Progressives swept into power ad passed major reforms, including the referendum, recall, and initiative.  For almost a century after the Civil War, California was solidly Republican and San Francisco was the stronghold of Democratic, labor, and liberal politics.  Sothern California was the principle cradle of U.S. neo-conservatism, producing such national leaders as Richard Nixon and Ronal Reagan, and such movements as the war on crime, tax revolt, and ending Affirmative Action.  Northern California has been known for its liberal leadership in gay and women’s equality, environmental protection and immigrant rights.  Today the liberal-conservative split is east-west rather than north-south.  With the emergence of stronger Latino, Asian and youth vote since 2008, California is tilting in more of a liberal direction.  California governments have faced severe fiscal challenged over the last 30 years.  By 1980, California has the second largest budget after the federal government.  Now, every time the economy dips, the state budget goes deeply into the red.  The Great Recession of 2009 and 2012 brought California to its knees.  It had the biggest budget deficit of any state, and massive spending cuts forced the furloughing of employees and the issuing of IOUs to employees.  The interior counties and cities were the worst affected and, although some local government shortfalls were made up by the state, the cities of Stockton and San Bernadino declared bankruptcy in 2012.  Major credit-rating agencies downgraded California credit in the 2000s.  Budgets were regularly deadlocked in the 2000s because the minority Republicans refused all tax increases and the legislature was obliged to pass annual budgets by a two-thirds majority.  This practice was ended by Proposition 25 (2010).  State budget deficits are due to a combination of falling revenues in recessions and past tax cuts.  With the passage of Proposition 30 in November 2012, Californians voted to levy additional income tax on those making more than $250,000 and an additional 0.25 percent sales tax, increasing state revenue by roughly $6 to $7 billion a year for the next seven years and closing the deficit in 2013.  California state and local governments together are an enterprise with more than $325 billion.  Nearly one-fifth of general revenue comes from the federal government, and the remainder is raised almost equally by the state and local governments.  The bulk of the state revenue, roughly $95 billion and referred to as the general budget, comes from taxes on personal income, corporate profits, and retail sales.  The state raises additional revenues of roughly $33 billion.  Local governments once relied on property taxes to raise the bulk of revenue, but Proposition 13 (1978) reduce these by three-fifths and requires a two-thirds vote to approve any new taxes.  Local governments have had to find other sources of revenue, such as sales and utility taxes, or user fees for such things as parks and garbage collection.  California state government has a long-term outstanding debt f $84 billion – equal to about 90 percent of its annual general fund budget.  Large outlays for state and local public works such as school facilities, new roads, and light rail, clean water and disaster preparedness, convention centers, ad parks, are normally paid for by issuing bonds.  Total expenditure from 2009 to 2010 was $340 billion (Walker and Lodha ’13: 34-37).

California is the Pacific coast bulwark of American military power.  It has more installations and more military personnel than any other state, which together for the largest complex of military bases, command and training centers weapons stations, logistics and operational centers in the world.  With close to $40 billion in annual spending by the Department of Defense in the state, defense is one of the state’s largest economic sectors.  By the 1990s many California bases were closed under four round8s of BRAC.  While California’s share of military personnel and spending has declined form its Cold War peak of over 20 percent in the 1980s, it continues to be the largest recipient of defense contracts among all the states (Walker and Lodha ’13: 3).

Until recently, California has the largest prison population in the USA, now it is second only to Texas. IN 2013, along with the incarceration of close to 150,000 people in 33 state prisons the state held nearly 80,000 people in county jails.  In addition there were roughly 110,00 people on parole and 270,000 people on probation.  Since the 1980s, funding for the Department of Corrections has grown 16 times, and 22 prisons have been built, as opposed to 12 in the preceding 130 years.  California’s incarceration rate first began ballooning following Richard Nixon’s call for a War on Drugs in 1977.  By the early 1990s, a quarter of young African-American men were under the authority of the criminal justice system.  In 2010, the ratio of the rate of incarceration for Hispanics and White was 1.7 to 1 and an astounding 7.9 to 1 blacks and whites.  Since 1980, California’s prison population has exceeded the design capacity of the system, leading to intense overcrowding.  In 2001, prisoners sued the state and in 2011 the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower court order for a reduction in the state prison population to 137.5 percent of design capacity (Walker & Lodha ’13: 40, 41).

The California state gross domestic product in 2011 was $1.958 trillion, it has the largest state economy, only Texas and New York also exceed one trillion dollars in GDP.  California’s largest basic industries are electronics (computing, internet, social media), entertainment (films, TV, recording), oil and refining, chemicals and food products.  Silicon valley is known for electronics and Hollywood for entertainment.  Economic growth has come in spectacular waves, such as the silver and railroad boom of the 1860s, citrus and fruit mania of the 1880s, and the oil and auto bubble of the 1920s.  World War I brought a hug expansion of aircraft, shipbuilding, and military electronics, and the postwar era saw massive growth in highways, water projects, education and construction.  California was hard hit in the last three downturns: 1989-91, 2000-01, and 2008-10.  Its economy peaked as the world’s fifth largest in 1999.  California’s labor force is the largest of any state, at 18.4 million, roughly 12 percent of the U.S. labor force.  But job creation flattened out in the 2000s and, during the Great Recession, the unemployment rate stayed over 10 percent for four years (over 20 percent in some interior counties peaking at 12.3 percent or 2.2 million people out of work.  Wages started out very high in the 19th century and demand roughly 15 percent higher than the US average, fifth among the states. California’s agricultural output is prodigious: over $43 billion per year in the sale of over 400 types of plant and animal crops, accounting for nearly 10 percent of the state GDP.  Agriculture passed mining as California’s leading sector after 1875, and led the U.S. by 1925.  California became the country’s largest producer of dried fruit in the 19th century, canned goods in the early 20th century, and fresh fruits and vegetables thereafter.  Over 400,000 farm workers, many of Mexican origin and a large number unauthorized toil in the fields (Walker & Lodha ’13: 44,-50).

From 1980 to 2010 healthcare spending per capita in the USA expanded roughly eight times in terms of purchasing power, compared to a five-fold increase for most Western European countries.  California ranks last, roughly 33 percent below the US average, I per capita spending on Medi-Cal, the state-supported Medicaid program for low-income, disabled, and certain elderly people.  Employer-sponsored health insurance coverage for working people has dropped from 62 percent to 53 percent over the last decade. With the passage of the Federal Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, in 2010, Callifornia is preparing for near-universal insurance coverage of all citizens, regardless of age or pre-existing conditions.  The federal government will bear the full cost of expansion for the first three years and 90 percent of the cost thereafter.  California educates more than 6 million K-12 students in 8,000 public schools distributed over close to 1,000 school districts.  About 5 percent of these students attend 800 publicly funded charter schools, subject to fewer state regulations.  In addition, roughly 10 percent of California students attend private schools, home schools, or religious schools.  In 2011 the Nation’s Report Card ranked California’s fourth and eighth graders at 46th place in math and reading and 48th place in science.   Funding of public education has fallen badly over the last 30 years. California was ranked 48th in per student expenditure.  The finance system is also highly inequitable, with wide variation in per student funding among school districts, ranging from a low of $6,100 to a high of $17, 450.  California’s system of higher education was long the envy of the world.  Not only are its top private universities – Stanford and CalTech – among the best, its public colleges and universities were once unrivaled.  Berkeley is considered the country’s finest public university and the other nine campuses of the University of California (UC) are not far behind.  UC educates over 200,000 students a year.  The 23 campuses of the California State system enroll over 300,000 students.  The Community College system is the country’s largest, with 2.6 million students in 112 campuses.  Until recently college tuition was nominal.  This world-class system is now under threat, with budget cuts of up to one-third during the recession.  Tuition fees skyrocketed as state funding collapsed under the pressure of fiscal deficits.  UC is now one of the most expensive public universities in the country and students contribute a roughly equal share of total funding to that of the state.  Student and family debt loads are rising.  With cutbacks in classes, hundreds of thousands of students have been turned away and find their progress to degree level delayed. To meet the U California has fallen into the bottom half of US states in terms of its percentage of college graduates (Walker & Lodha ’13: 92, 93, 98, 99).

California real estate has over 12 million housing units, of which over 7 million are single-family detached homes.  Total office space is over 1 billion square feet.  California real estate is the priciest in the continental United States.  The median home in 2010 cost just under $300,000, almost double the national average; the Ba area median was twice the state average.  The total value of California real estate in 2008 was $4.4 trillion.  State mortgage lenders were key promoters of innovations such as the jumbo certificate of deposit and subprime loans, which ballooned the market in the 1980s and 2000s.  At the peak of the housing bubble in 2006, almost a third of all mortgage loans in the country were issued in California.  The bubble burst and California suffered the largest number of foreclosures and underwater mortgages, and the greatest dip in home values of any state, by far.  There are 385,600 miles of roads, 18 million registered vehicles and Californians drive over 332 billion mile a year. , as in the US as a while. Coal is used less.  The state is one of the top producers of crude oil in the country, accounting for more than 10 percent of U.S. production.  Most production takes place in the Los Angeles basin, Kern county, and offshore Southern California.  But a steady decline of local output over the last two decades has led to almost 60 percent of oil being imported.  Natural gas is the other main energy source, with 90 percent of it drawn from out-of-state source.  Fossil fuels provide about 80 percent of California’s energy supply California has led the way in energy conservation since the 1970s, with per person use far below that of most states.  Energy consumption is dominated by transportation, due to the size of the state.  More than a third of primary energy supply is used up in generating electricity, refining petroleum products and distribution losses.  Aging power plants are in need of large capital investment to realize their potential to become 20 to 30 percent more efficient using current technologies and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Renewable source – geothermal, wind, solar, biomass, and small hydro – account for 11.7 percent of instate generation of California’s total electricity sales.  Geothermal is the largest contributor, biomass plants and small hydroelectric power provide about the same amount of electricity and solar energy contributes only 3 percent of California’s renewable energy and a tiy 0.4 percent of total electricity sales, but it holds the maximum promise for future development.  The state has provides incentives for installing solar panels on rooftops.  In 2011, the state set the ambitious goal of renewable energy sources contributing 20 percent, 25 percent, and 33 percent of electricity sales by 2013, 2016, and 2020 respectively.  Water pumping is another major energy-eater.  The new desalination plant being built for Sand Diego will be a huge drain on energy.  State policy has encourage renewable energy development – wind, geothermal, hydro, biomass and solar – for decades, with a new push in the 2000s, especially in large solar and wind farms in desert areas.  The total storage capacity of California’s groundwater basins is estimated to be 1 billion acre-feet, but the usable storage is only one-quarter of that.  Groundwater overdraft, which occurs when more water is removed than is recharged, is currently estimated to be 1.5 MAF per year.  Agriculture uses 75% of the water supply.  The urban share of water use has steadily increased from 10 percent in the 1960s to roughly 25 percent today (Walker & Lodha ’13: 62, 64, 67, 76, 68, 70).  

Giant sequoias (Sequoiadendron giganteum) like the world’s largest tree, General Sherman, grow at high altitude, such as on the Sierra Nevada’s western slopes, and are most abundant in California’s Sequoia, Yosemite and Kings Canyon National Parks.  In California, Coast redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) inhabit a narrow strip along the Pacific coast between Big Sur and southern Oregon, where they thrive in the foggy conditions that add moisture to the soil.  A coast redwood called Hyperion is the tallest known living tree in the world.  Stretching a hopping 115.6m, it’s almost 20m higher than Big Ben.  Estimated to be between 700 and 800 years old, it’s relatively middle-aged for the species.  Discovered in August 2006, Hyperion’s location is kept a secret for fear that hordes of boot clad visitors would compact its delicate root system and damage its fragile ecosystem.  Coast redwoods often grow to well over 100,, the height of a 26-storey building, with bases up to 7m wide, exceeding the width of many city streets.  They reach their maximum height between 300 ad 700 years of age, but the older, fat-trunked giants have often lost their tops during intense storms.  The second part of the coast redwood’s Latin term, Sequoia sempervirens, means ‘ever living’ a fitting name for a species that can survive more than 2000 years.  The leaves of the main and cone0-bearing shoots are scale-like, while the side shoots have needles.  Lower down the tree, the needles are flat and long, while higher up they are smaller and scaly, due to emitting less water in the process known as transpiration.  If conditions are good, trunks can grow in diameter by 25mm a year.  On older trees, the bark is grey in colour but flakes away to expose the or a orange brown, soft, fibrous inner bark.  As the bark has a high moisture content, it acts as a natural fire retardant.  The bark also contains high levels of tannins, making it resistant to disease and insects.  With fewer insects, fewer birds and mammals are drawn to coast redwood forests.  The plant life is toxic and there is nothing for a human to eat in a redwood forest.  Plunging deep into the ground, the vast root network sucks up enough water to nourish the whole tree.  It’s not known what the maximum height a coast redwood could grow to before its biological water pump could no longer reach its extremities.  Coast redwoods are monoecious, the same tree produces both male (pollen producing) and female (seed-bearing) cones, but on different branches.  Pollen is scatter in winter or spring.  Mature, fertilized cones, holding up to 24 seeds, ripen in autumn, before drying out and shedding their seeds in winter.  Coast redwoods become sexually mature around 10 years old, but their seeds are most viable when the tree is 250 years or more.  They are the only conifers in the world that can reproduce by sprouting form their parents’ roots and stumps, using the established root system.  The tops of coast redwoods that have fallen to the ground base first have been known to grow as a clone of the parent tree (Osma ’14: 104, 105).   

Today the United States is by far the most unequal rich democracy and California is at its leading edge.  The distribution of income and wealth in the US was remarkably stable from 1945 to 1975.  Since then, the gap between rich and poor has widened steadily, prompting serious debate about the impacts of economic inequality, and providing growing evidence of its profound cost inequality has risen rapidly in California and in the United States since the mid-1970s and may now be greater than even in the Gilded Age or Roaring Twenties.  The main reason for rising inequality has been enrichment at the top.  Executive pay has multiplied several times over, while the top 20 percent of skilled labor in management and technology have seen their salaries climb.  The growth of wealth has also come from the rising value of stocks and other financial assets; the top 10 percent own 73 percent of al assets.  California is home to more millionaires and billionaires than any other state.  Meanwhile, wages and salaries of middle-level households have been flat, and those at the bottom have fallen in real terms, as has the wealth of large numbers of families   Houses and cars are the principal assets of the lower 80 percent, and the homeownership has fallen in California over the last generation, while millions of families saw the value of their homes collapse in the Great Recession.  The top marginal federal income tax rate fell from 91 percent during the 1950s to 28 percent in the 2000s, and California followed suit.  Greater inequality has pushed millions of Californians into poverty.  By the traditional poverty rate, California ranks among the ten worst states, and a new poverty measure, which takes into account the cost of living and government assistance programs, ranks California dead last in 2012.  The state’s 24 percent poverty rate far exceeds the US average.  California offers CalWorks, a cash assistance and welfare program for the needy, but eligibility criteria, work rules, and budget cuts have left out a significant majority of the impoverished.  California ranks in the bottom ten states for hunger or food insecurity.  Roughly 4 million adults and 2.5 million children – or one sixth of the population – worry about where their next meal will come from and their inability to afford a balanced diet.  There has been roughly a 50 percent increase in food-insecure adult Californians over the last decade and 1.4 million suffer from very low food security, where meals are regularly missed for a lack of money. Food assistance is provided by the CalFresh program (formerly known as Food Stamps) and the federal WIC program (Women, Infants, and Children), in addition to several lunch programs. California hosts the largest homeless population in the nation.  More than 25 percent are chronically homeless, compared with the national average of 16 percent. And 65 percent are unsheltered.  Over 40 percent of homeless have jobs and many are in families and live out of their cars.  Government benefits are distributed through more than 50 federal and state progras, ranging from social security, medicare, and Medicaid to CalWorks.  Nationally such benefits accounted for 17. Percent of personal income in 2009, an increase from 11 percent over the previous 30 years.  In California, the benefits rate varies from a low of 7 percent in Marin County to more than 20 percent in the majority of counties (Walker & Lodha ’13: 102, 103, 104, 111).

Nadya Suleman, 38, the woman who gave birth to octuplets in January 2009, has been charged with welfare fraud, allegedly receiving nearly $30,000 from video and personal appearances while on public assistance.  She faces two counts of perjury by false application for aid and one count of aid by misrepresentation.  If convicted she faces a sentence of up to five years and eight months, bail is set at $25,000.  Suleman, who has a total of 14 children, filed for public assistance in Lancaster, California, in January 2013.  She is alleged to have failed to disclose in applications and quarterly reports that she was paid for personal appearances and residual fees for videos during the first six months of last year.  Suleman is accused of receiving $9,814 in CalFresh aid, the food aid program known elsewhere as the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), without disclosing her income.  She is also accused of receiving $6,667 in aid she was not entitled to from CalWORKS, the welfare program that provides cash aid and services to eligible needy California families.  The discrimination against women that gave rise to this persecution involves the impromptu SNAP cuts to spite the spying complaints of the German Chancellor and Brazilian President, both females with more legitimate agricultural regulation than Washington.  The primary argument of concern to Los Angeles County district attorney in this welfare fraud, is that the family size limits on food stamps and other welfare programs, which the prosecutors are exploiting, amount to prevention of births within the populace a crime of genocide, and they have proposed methods of punishment which threaten to destroy the Suleman family, forcible transfer of children, in violations in both federal genocide statute 18USC(50A)§1091(a)(4-6) and Art. 2(c-e) of the Convention on the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948.  The Accusation of Michael Kamrava M.D. by the California Medical Board dated 22 December 2009 neglects to compensate, or even name, the happy mother, while revoking the license of the physician whose harmless medical error caused this victimless bundle of joy, wherefore welfare of $50,000 annual value and schooling supportive of such rights is due the Suleman family until the single mother is gainfully employed.  Due process calls upon the LA DA to require Kamrava's lapsed medical malpractice policy to pay the state $250,000 towards 15 lifetimes of welfare 9Sanders ’14)..
Women are now more likely than men to hold college or graduate degrees.  California is the first state to represented by two women in the US Senate, and it has a higher percentage of women legislators (26.6%) than the US average.  But just one-quarter of the county supervisors are women and fewer than one in ten city mayors.  Little progress has been seen since 2000.  California is in the top five states for the lowest wage gap between men and women, roughly 85 cents on the dollar for the same work.  The gender gap is most severe in business and professional leadership.  Women represent only 10 percent of directors and top executives in the 400 largest corporations based in the state, of which almost one-third have no women at all in top positions.  California Women’s Health Survey found that 40 percent of women experience partner violence in their lifetimes.  The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) passed by Congress in 1994 and expanded in 2013 (Walker & Lodha ’13: 108).

III. Budget Requests

I. Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAY) to save $12 billion annually

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968), Nobel Peace Prize laureate and architect of the nonviolent civil rights movement, was among the twentieth century’s most influential figures.  One of the greatest orators in U.S. history, King is the author of several books, including Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story, The Trumpet of Conscience, Why We Can’t Wait, and Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?  King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968 (King & Baldwin ’12).  He wrote: There could be a world government where diversity can exist and this would lessen many tensions that we face today, and whatever affects one nation directly in the world, indirectly affects all. On a world scale we have seen the old world order in the form of colonialism and imperialism.  These lead to domination and exploitation.  Fifty years ago the vast majority of people were under some colonial power.  India under British, Africa and China under British, French and Dutch, Indonesia under the Dutch.  Most of these colonial people are now free. The old order of ungodly exploitation and crushing domination is passing away.  On a national scale we have seen the old order in the form of segregation and discrimination.  Segregations has been an instrument all along to remind the Negro of his inferior status.  Its presupposition is that the group that is segregated is inferior to the group that is segregating.  But the tide has turned.  Segregation is passing out (King & Baldwin ’12: 7, 8). The United Nations is a gesture in the direction of nonviolence on a world scale.  There, at least, states that oppose one another do so with words instead of with weapons.  But true nonviolence is more than the absence of violence.  It is the persistent and determined application of peaceable power to offenses against the community – in this case the world community.  As the United Nations moves ahead with the giant tasks confronting it, I would hope that it would earnestly examine the uses of nonviolent direct action (King & Baldwin ’12: 186, 187).  Authorization of the world government with the use of force seems to have reduced conventional warfare since the World Wars of the pacifist League of Nations, but the form of government of the United Nations is a military dictatorship.  Military dictatorships are universally recognized as being unsatisfactory, corrupt and tolerant of fascism in the corporate interest.  The United Nations has most recently been plunged into anarchy by the continuing bloody coup of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia which stands for precise abolition under the Slavery Convention of 1926 before the International Criminal Court (ICC) the United States is not party to.  To be diplomatic the United Nations needs to lay down their Generals of the United Nations (GUN) and elect a civilian Secretary of the United Nations (SUN) under the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights in the constitutional referendum of what I now call the Statement of the United Nations (SUN).  Before getting into the intricacies of the sabotage that occurred at the Dumbarton Oaks conference in San Francisco the United States of America must pay for the casualties, injuries, property damage and forcible relocation of refugees caused by their overseas military operations and drone strikes noticed to have occurred in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAY) at UN Compensation Commission rates.  

The system of compensation for victims of war set forth by United Nations Security Council Compensation Commission for Iraq-Kuwait are applicable to the victims of all conflicts and disasters in which the United States takes part.  The rates are as follows;
1. People forced to relocate as the result of military action $2,500 -$4,000 for an individual and $5,000-$8,000 for a family;

2. People who suffered serious bodily injury or families reporting a death as the result of US military action are entitled to between $2,500 and $10,000;

3. After being swiftly compensated for relocation, injury or death an individual may make a claim for damages for personal injury; mental pain and anguish of a wrongful death; loss of personal property; loss of bank accounts, stocks and other securities; loss of income; loss of real property; and individual business losses valued up to $100,000.

4. After receiving compensation for relocation, injury or death an individual can file a claim valued at more than $100,000 for the loss of real property or personal business.

5. Claims of corporations, other private legal entities and public sector enterprises. They include claims for: construction or other contract losses; losses from the non-payment for goods or services; losses relating to the destruction or seizure of business assets; loss of profits; and oil sector or heavy industry losses.

6. Claims filed by Governments and international organizations for losses incurred in evacuating citizens; providing relief to citizens; damage to diplomatic premises and loss of, and damage to, other government property; and damage to the environment

The compensation payments to Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAY) for military and U.S. patented drone operations are easily paid for by reducing global U.S. Foreign Military Finance from $13 billion to the $800 million allowed under 22USC(32)§2312 and $3 million to any one country under §2314.  To the best of my knowledge the only legitimate interest in a U.S. military base, valued up to $50 million under 22USC(32)§2314, in the Middle East, is to defend Israel while eliminating excessive foreign military finance to both Israel and Egypt, while recognizing Palestinian territory and English translations of the mythical Palestinian Supreme Court, with an independent nonaggression treaty.  The kibbutz is as close to a full democracy as there is.  Although the kibbutzim are very authentic democracies, there are a lot of ugly features about them.  For one thing, they’re extremely racist.  There are probably not any Arabs on any kibbutz in Israel, and a fair number have been turned down.  If a couple forms between a Jewish member of a kibbutz and an Arab, they generally end up living in an Arab village.  They also have an extremely unpleasant relationship with the state.  A part of the reason the kibbutzim are economically successful is that they get a substantial state subsidy, and in return for that state subsidy they essentially provide the officers’ corps for the elite military units in the Israeli Praetorian Guard (Chomsky ’13: 24, 25).  
The US Department of Defense (DoD) administrates an estimated $50-$100 billion abroad annually to support US military bases and foreign military assistance, not including war time surges. In 2005 the US Military has around 737 bases in 63 countries. Brand new military bases have been built since September 11, 2001 in seven countries. In total, there are normally 255,065 US military personnel deployed Worldwide, not including war time surges, with a total of 845,441 different buildings and equipment. DoD is authorized to administrate only $800 million of foreign military assistance every year under 22USC(32)§2312 on the stipulation that; No defense articles shall be furnished on a grant basis to any country at a cost in excess of $3,000,000 except under 22USC(32)§2314 whereby defense articles under the Arms Export Control Act 22 USC(35)III§2751 will not get into the hands of people who are not employed by the government and that defense stockpiles are kept at US bases and value less than $50 million.  The primary distinction between military assistance and deployment overseas is that foreign military assistance is given as a grant or loan to the government of a foreign nation for the development of their self-defense capabilities.  At $13,025 million in 2007 the US clearly administrates more than the $800 million limit on foreign military assistance this section analyzes US Census Bureau Table 1263 estimates of US foreign military assistance administrated in 2007 is analyzed with particular attention to those nations receiving assistance in excess of $3 million. 

25 Nations Receiving US Military Assistance in Excess of $3 million

	#
	Country
	Military Assistance

2007
	% of Total
	Military Assistance

2015
	#
	Country
	Military Assistance 2007
	% of Total
	Military Assistance 2015

	1
	Iraq
	-4,143
	32%
	-3
	14
	Turkey
	-18
	0.1%
	-3

	2
	Afghanistan
	-3,642
	28%
	-50
	15
	Romania
	-16
	0.1%
	-3

	3
	Israel
	-2,340
	18%
	-0
	16
	Morocco
	-14
	0.1%
	-3

	4
	Egypt
	-1,301
	10%
	-3
	17
	Ukraine
	-11
	0.08%
	-3

	5
	Pakistan
	-312
	2.4%
	-3
	18
	Georgia
	-11
	0.08%
	-3

	6
	Sudan
	-254
	2%
	-0
	19
	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	-10
	0.08%
	-3

	7
	Jordan
	-211
	1.6%
	-3
	20
	El Salvador
	-9
	0.07%
	-3

	8
	Russia
	-112
	0.9%
	-50
	21
	Indonesia
	-9
	0.07%
	-3

	9
	Colombia
	-87
	0.7%
	-3
	22
	Azerbaijan
	-5
	0.03%
	-3

	10
	Liberia
	-56
	0.4%
	-20
	23
	Kazakhstan
	-4
	0.03%
	-3

	11
	Philippines
	-43
	0.3%
	-3
	24
	Albania
	-4
	0.03%
	-3

	12
	Poland
	-31
	0.2%
	-3
	25
	Macedonia
	-4
	0.03%
	-3

	13
	Bulgaria
	-24
	0.2%
	-3
	0
	United States
	13,025
	100%
	211


Source: U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. Foreign Economic and Military Aid by Recipient Country 2000 to 2007. Table 1263

The primary goal of US military assistance is to promote the increased observance of internationally recognized human rights by all countries.  Gross violations of internationally recognized human rights include mass murders, killing prisoners of war, torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, prolonged detention without charges and trial, causing the disappearance of persons by the abduction and clandestine detention of those persons, and other flagrant denial of the right to life, liberty, or the security of person. Countries determined to be in gross violation of human rights are not eligible for military assistance from the United States under 22USC(32)§2304.  Of 67 nations receiving US foreign assistance 43 received military assistance, 64 percent.  26 nations received US foreign military assistance in excess of $3 million, 39 percent.  If all recipients were limited to $3 million or less, total US foreign military assistance could be limited to $106 million; this would give some nations some leeway to receive tens of millions or one or two, up to a hundred million dollars, without infringing upon the arbitrary $800 million limit.  Among the sharpest changes made by the Bush administration involve the dramatic increase in the role of the Department of Defense (DOD) in foreign assistance programs. In 2000, the DOD received 3.5 percent of the US foreign assistance budget, around $1.3 billion, not too much more than the $800 million limit, easily explained by the delivery of humanitarian assistance and work of the US Army Corp of Engineers.  By FY08 however the DOD allotment increased to 22 (31) percent of total US foreign assistance (Garrett ’09) a little more than $13 billion.  In 2007 $41,940 million in total US foreign assistance, was administrated by US government agencies. $28,915 million was economic assistance, 69 percent of the total, only $21,787 million of which was credited by the OECD DAC as ODA, 52 percent of the total, or 75 percent of so-called economic assistance that should be credited as ODA.  $13,025 million was military assistance, 31 percent of the total, none of which, even that contributed to official UN peacekeeping or UN Security Council authorized International Security Missions, can be credited as ODA.  Foreign military assistance is generally not popular in either the US or the receiving countries, is not a source of credit in international economic cooperation and is in fact frowned upon and looked upon with considerable suspicion. US foreign military assistance and foreign military bases, in general, really need to be eliminated to relieve pressures on the budget and foster a just and lasting peace.  

Afghanistan with $3,642 million, 28 percent of the $13,025 million total, and Iraq with $4,143 million, 32 percent of the total, are the primary recipients of US foreign military assistance.  The reason is that Afghanistan and Iraq have been the primary battlefields of the so-called war on terror and both nations have been invaded by US led international security assistance forces and had their governments overthrown.  As the result of the overthrow of their governments the occupying powers have been responsible for reconstituting military and police forces in these countries with the objective of maintaining their own security independently and without any need for foreign assistance.  At the prevailing wages in these nations a billion dollars could pay the wages and equip 100,000 troops.  This is a mighty contribution by a third party to the national security of a sovereign state with only around 500,000 military and police officers in nations of around 25 million people each.  While there is definitely conflict in these states, 500,000 military and police officers, 20 per 1,000 residents, is a higher concentration than one would find in nearly any other State.  Iraq has been making a killing on high oil prices and should be able to pay their own security forces.  There has also been a drawdown in US forces in Iraq so foreign military assistance should be dramatically reduced to $3 million or zero.  Afghanistan poses a different problem because they are so poor, and to pay the wages and equip their military and police forces, to secure their territory independently Afghanistan must create a National Opium Agency, the nonexistence of which is their entire economic and security problem, being the world’s largest producer of black market opium, with which to finance their government and tax their wealthy.  Opium is however not quite enough to run a social safety net and regime on, so some foreign assistance will be needed.  Military assistance is the most subversive of foreign finances and should be limited by law.  Military assistance to Afghanistan and Iraq should probably be folded into Veteran’s Benefit programs and terminated.  The less money we spend in these conflicts, the less responsibility we have for the violence that is probably more the result of our own tyranny and anti-colonial reaction, than any domestic failing.  An Afghan Opium Agency would legalize 25-50% of their economy and peace promises to reduce opium dependence (Sanders ’10: 11-14).
In rich and poor countries around the globe, millions suffered immensely due to the scarcity and lack of food, clean and fresh drinking water, clothing and shelter, health care, and education.  King persistently addressed these problems in his sermons, speeches and writings, and he also led campaigns that attacked poverty and joblessness while offering constructive proposals for effective action to meet basic human needs through governmental and private initiatives.  King hope that his assault on poor housing and unjust real estate practice in Chicago in 1965 an ’66, his planned Poor People’s Campaign in the United States in 1967 and ’68, are models for constructive action against poverty in America.  In his statement, The Octopus of Poverty of January 5, 1965 highlights the evils of global poverty, noting particularly “the social and economic gulf” that separates “the haves” from “the have notes of the world”.  King closed with a stern reminder to the rich regarding their moral responsibility to the poor, a concern he framed in biblical terms in his sermons on the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-23), the Good Samaritan (Luke 16:19-31), and Lazarus and Divas (Luke 16:19-31).  In Poverty and the World House of 1967 King writes, two-thirds of the peoples of the world go to bed hungry at night.  They are undernourished, ill-housed and shabbily clad.  Many of them have no houses or beds to sleep in.  Most have never seen a physician or dentist.  Why should there by hunger and privation in any land, in any city, at any table, when man has the resources and the scientific know-how to provide all mankind with the basic necessities of life?  Even deserts can be irrigated, topsoil can be replaced and forests regrown.  We cannot complain of a lack of land, for there are 25 million square miles of tillable land on earth, of which we are using less than seven million.  We have amazing knowledge of vitamins, nutrition, the chemistry of food and the versatility of atoms.  There is no deficit in human resources; the deficit is in human will (King & Baldwin ’12: 114-116). 

The current global economic crisis has led to rising food prices and cutbacks on aid to poor families and the elderly in the United States, and to occasional food crises, starvation, and death in poor countries in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. Homelessness is characteristic of life for millions in the so-called Third World, and it has reached epidemic proportions even in rich nations like the United States and Canada, a problem exacerbated by population explosion.  The rich are getting richer and the poor poorer, and few who live in luxury and security are willing to embrace and practice King’s altruistic ethic, which affirms an unselfish and unwavering devotion to the uplift and empowerment of others.  King still has much to say to the world about the evils of poverty and neglect, and about the wisdom of meeting basic human needs as an avenue to world community and peace.  King calls for “coalitions of conscience” to address the problems of the poor, the weak and the disabled is as urgent today as it was a half century ago, and so is his advocacy for more enlightened global economic policies  Caring for and serving the poverty-stricken and needy are not only consistent with King’s legacy of ideas and struggle but also indicative of how human rights can still be universalized in principle and practice in this twenty-first-century world (King & Baldwin ’12: 116-117).  Today the choice is no longer between violence and nonviolence.  It is either nonviolence of nonexistence.  The colored peoples may be God’s appeal to this age – an age drifting rapidly to its doom.  The eternal appeal takes the form of a warning; “All who take the sword will perish by the sword”.  President John F Kennedy said on one occasion, “Mankind must put an end to war or war will put an end to mankind”.  War is obsolete.  There may have been a time when war served as a negative good by preventing the spread and growth of an evil force, but the destructive power of modern weapons eliminated even the possibility that war may serve any good at all.  If we assume life is worth living and that man has a right to survive, then we must find an alternative to war (King & Baldwin ‘123: 144, 145, 186, 187). The time has come for an all-out war against poverty.  The rich nations must use their vast resourced of wealth to develop the underdeveloped, school the unschooled and feed the unfed.  The well off and the secure have too often become indifferent and oblivious to the poverty and deprivation in their midst.  The poor in our countries have been shut out of our minds, and driven from the mainstream of our societies, because we have allowed them to become invisible. The wealthy nations of the world must promptly initiative a massive, sustained Marshal Plan for Asia, Africa and South America.  If they would allocate just 2 percent of their gross national product annually for a period of ten or twenty years for the development of the underdeveloped nations, mankind would go a long way toward conquering the ancient enemy, poverty (King & Baldwin ’12:122).  Today language like ‘war on poverty’ is not acceptable but 2 percent contributions are out of reach.  The United States pays only 0.3 percent or so of the GDP on development assistance and the goal is only 0.7% and a 1% payroll tax for Official Development Assistance (ODA) is just a pipe dream.  Nonetheless, the world is more on less on track to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for 2015 (Sanders ’10).     

J. Presidential Accountability for Disaster Insurance

The federal government usually runs on a deficit, with some famous exceptions, such as when Andrew Jackson paid off the federal debt in 1835 and more recently when Bill Clinton ran a surplus in 1998-2000, and is currently running the highest deficit in dollar terms in national history, -$1.4 trillion in 2009, and -$1.3 trillion in 2010, 2011 and 2012 and is projected to improve to -$900 million in 2013. This deficit is the second highest as a percentage of GDP since WWII and the Confederacy during the Civil War.  The gross federal debt is scheduled reach 104.8% in FY2012 and 107.4% in 2013 unless the United States gets serious about keeping the federal debt less than 100% of GDP.  The vast majority of the deficit is resolved by re-adding agency budgets after imposing reasonable spending limits, principally 3% annual growth from FY 2008, if agency spending is high.  Using this method in the aftermath of the stimulus bills the federal budget was easily brought within 3% of GDP as early as FY 2011 and balanced in FY 2012.  Yet the federal government continues to declare an enormous deficit although they could buy a balanced budget from Hospitals & Asylums (HA) for $1,000.  The Democratic-Republican (DR) monopoly is completely insolvent - regressive taxes, stimulus spending and tax relief must cease; waste, fraud and abuse must be eliminated.  Most of the budget balancing action occurs at the level of agency leadership, some produce acceptable budgets, others must be replaced by people who do.  An annual report explaining how to balance the budget is required for candidates to navigate the federal government in health and safety.  Forecasters should balance the federal budget no less frequently than once every four year Presidential term if they wish to exhibit any economic accuracy to the press.  Projections through 2020 must focus on balancing the annual budget.  Due to the excessive theological demands of this health and welfare act that drags on into July the Treasurer, for all his reasonable rate of interest and my patience, will have to purchase an update of the FY 2014 budget for $1,000, because $669 (2014) is a second count of incitement of the crime of genocide, using the number of the beast, since the great number of the beast of December 2008-2011, and as of the 2014 Annual Report of the Social Security Trustees Secretary Lew is actually innocent until he actually allows the OASDI trustee to deprives relief benefits so she can torture the low paid majority with $666 again in 2016.  Now is the time for the Treasurer, Social Security and Medicare Trustees to decide to pay full benefits, and maybe honor John’s 42 month limit on 666 persecutions with $700 a month after 42 months with an income between $600 and $699, although the insolvent congress and black slaveowning anarchist President may prove too illiterate to buy a balanced budget for $1,000 from an unhappy beneficiary, or so much as pass either the Disability Insurance Replenishment Tax (DIRT) Act of 2012, which unduly burdens the anarchy with reporting requirement, or DIRT Act of 2014 designed to immediately garner a unanimous vote with the approval of the SSA Chief Actuary and Chaplain’s prayer, before it is too late for Secretary Lew to collect up to $1 million fine from Social Security for two counts of incitement of the crime of genocide.  I pray my accounting of disaster relief settles any differences we might have between ourselves and we might move forward as a freedom loving nation determined to abolish its prohibition proletariat under the Slavery Convention of 1926, never reduce benefit payments and in fact eliminate poverty. 

Federal Budget 2008, 2010; 2012 & 2013 Rebalanced for Perpetual 3% Growth 

	
	2008
	2010
	2012
	2012 pro
	2013
	2013 pro

	GDP billion
	14,334.4
	14,359.7
	15,601.5
	15,601.5
	16,335.0
	16,335.0

	Total Outlays
	2,982,544
	3,456,213
	3,795,547
	3,205,300
	3,803,364
	3,308,600

	Total Receipts
	2,523,991
	2,162,724
	2,468,599
	2,793,599
	2,901,956
	2,901,956

	Total Deficit
	-458,553
	-1,293,489
	-1,326,948
	-411,700
	-901,408
	-406,700

	% GDP
	-3.2%
	-9.0%
	-8.5%
	2.6%
	-5.5%
	2.5%

	Gross Federal Debt billion
	9,986


	13,528.8,

2011

14,764.2
	16,350.8
	15,175.7
	17,548


	15,582

	% GDP
	69.7%
	94.2%
	104.8%
	97.3%
	107.4%
	95.4%

	Legislative Branch
	4,447
	4,893
	4,538
	4,538
	4,789
	4,789

	Judicial Branch
	6,518
	7,214
	7,258
	7,258
	7,502
	7,502

	Executive Office of the President
	289
	432
	385
	385
	392
	392

	Agriculture
	92,950
	130,983
	147,545
	147,545
	154,667
	154,677

	Interior
	10,556
	12,843
	11,598
	11,598
	11,357
	11,357

	Environmental Protection Agency
	7,393
	10,165
	8,313
	8,313
	8,138
	8,138

	Energy
	22,739
	23,026
	22,843
	22,843
	32,300
	32,300

	Commerce
	9,585
	13,679
	7,995
	7,995
	9,239
	9,239

	Education
	65,399
	62,911
	116,613
	73,248
	55,685
	75,209

	State
	23,124
	30,285
	30,139
	30,139
	31,608
	31,608

	International Assistance 
	24,008
	28,127
	30,487
	30,487
	37,399
	37,399

	Homeland Security
	50,624
	45,423
	47,677
	47,677
	45,109
	45,109

	Housing and Urban Development
	50,930
	45,075
	55,901
	55,901
	44,010
	44,010

	Transportation
	67,974
	84,342
	122,594
	76,160
	74,280
	78,440

	Office of Personnel Management
	65,951
	72,434
	90,744
	73,865
	94,857
	75,844

	General Services Administration 
	340
	261
	-1,040
	-1,040
	-840
	-840

	National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
	17,209
	18,719
	17,751
	17,751
	17,693
	17,693

	National Science Foundation
	6,197
	6,963
	7,130
	7,130
	7,470
	7,470

	Small Business Administration 
	1,317
	6,472
	2,715
	2,715
	1,111
	1,111

	Justice
	26,354
	30,171
	35,442
	35,442
	30,023
	30,023

	Labor
	57,973
	179,228
	138,389
	55,000
	88,993
	58,000

	Treasury
	751,174
	392,169
	523,679
	523,679
	519,490
	519,490

	Veterans Affairs
	88,401
	124,305
	124,181
	124,181
	137,381
	137,381

	Defense- Civil

(Veterans Off-budget)
	45,430
	54,786
	55,524
	55,524
	57,416
	57,416

	Civil – Corps of Engineers
	9,093
	5,665
	6,659
	6,659
	4,668
	4,668

	Defense – Military 
	674,694
	695,646
	650,482
	500,000
	620,259
	500,000

	Health and Human Services (on-budget)
	700,010
	889,625
	888,846
	824,000
	921,605
	845,000

	Social Security Administration (on-budget)
	58,500
	70,198
	188,749
	167,100
	116,657
	66,000 or 13,700 if SSI paid by SSA

	Social Security Administration (off-budget)
	601,826
	683,908
	641,135
	733,900
	768,658
	870,700

	Other Independent Agencies (on-budget)
	31,701
	17,855
	39,103
	39,103
	29,264
	29,264

	Other Independent Agencies (off-budget)
	9,677
	4,700
	1,742
	1,742
	n/a
	n/a

	Allowances
	
	18,750
	500
	500
	5,488
	5,488

	Undistributed Offsetting Receipts
	-277,791
	-267,886
	-279,289
	-279,289
	-269,592
	-269,592


Source: Sanders, Tony J. Federal Budget in Balance FY 2011: Comparison of Bush and Obama HA-28-2-10 as updated by OMB 7/12/12 Historical Table 1.1 Summary of Receipts, Outlays and Surpluses or Deficits; Table 1.2 As Percent of GDP 1930-2017; Table 5.2 Budget Authority By Agency 1976-2017; Table 7.1 Federal Debt at End of Year 1940-2017 
Before 1950, state and local governments and non-governmental organizations – like the American Red Cross (ARC) and Salvation Army – were largely responsible for disaster relief assistance.  Throughout the first half of the century, voluntary organizations, as well as the United States military, assisted in multiple disasters like the Galveston Hurricane and Storm Surge in 1900, San Francisco Earthquake in 1906, the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927, and the droughts of 1930-1931. Up until this point, Congress only funded relief efforts incident by incident. Congress believed that disaster relief was best left to charitable organizations.  This inefficient and piecemeal approach to disaster assistance was partially remedied in 1950 when Congress passed the Federal Disaster Relief Program. This Program transferred power from Congress to the President to federally declare disasters. It also established the Federal government’s role as merely supplementing local and state efforts.  The Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, established within the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), provided major federal recovery and response in the 1960’s. The federal government was able to test this program in the Anchorage Alaska Earthquake in 1964. This disaster marks the beginning of serious federal involvement in disaster relief.  In an executive order in 1979, President Carter created the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) which subsumed disaster-related responsibilities in the different federal agencies. FEMA absorbed agencies like the Federal Insurance Administration, the National Fire Prevention and Control Administration, the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, etc.
Disaster Relief FY 1990 to FY 2013 

(millions of dollars)

	Year
	Relief
	Year
	Relief

	2002
	$1,454
	1990
	$2,095

	2003
	$1,852
	1991
	$323

	2004
	$7,558
	1992
	$3,482

	2005
	$37,157
	1993
	$2,499

	2006
	$31,944
	1994
	$7,881

	2007
	$5,451
	1995
	$45,773

	2008
	$21,365
	1996
	$3,866

	2009
	$2,743
	1997
	$10,280

	2010
	$6,029
	1998
	$4,726

	2011
	$2,475
	1999
	$2,700

	2012
	$7,075
	2000
	$470

	2013
	$11,488
	2001
	$4,203

	2002-2013  Budget Authority 
	$136,591 
	1990-2001 Budget Authority
	$88,298

	Low (FY 2003) 
	$1,852 
	Low (FY 1991)
	$323

	High (FY 2005) 
	$37,157 
	High (FY 1995)
	$45,773

	Average (dropping high/low) $ 
	$9,750
	
	$4,202


Lew '11: 3

The total budget authority appropriated for disaster relief the ten year period 2001-2011 was $130,756 billion.  The low value was $1,852 in FY2003.  The high value was $37,157 billion in FY2005 for Hurricane Katrina.  The average funding provided for disaster relief over the 10 years 2001-2011 (excluding the highest and lowest years) is $11.5 billion for fiscal year 2011, and $11.3 billion for fiscal year 2012 (Lew '11).   During FY 2011 and FY 2012, Lew and OMB Director and then Treasurer, seems to have been able to pay for the disaster relief using the Deepwater Horizon Overpayment (Sanders '11).  Because all of the disaster relief spending is the result of presidential disaster declaration it should be accounted for by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in the Executive Office of the President spending which is otherwise less than $1 billion annually although he is, once was, or liked to call himself, the most powerful man in the world, who would be honored to be judged by the cost of the Acts of God during his or her term in office.  Unless there is a shortfall in funds, the expense of disaster assistance is paid by the Disaster Trust funds.  These disaster funds have previously been considered off-budget and the reason that this issue, covered in the CHASTE Act of 2011 is brought up today, is that accounting for disaster spending by the President, provided it did not exceed trust fund assets and require an act of Congress, would be deficit neutral – any insured disaster declaration spending would be accounted as spending in the Executive Office of the President column and also as general revenues, in equal amounts.  

Legislative action to control guns has been subjected to gridlock because the Vice President and Attorney General dishonorably fail to precisely recall Bushmaster assault rifles of the sort used in the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting mocking the federal delinquency to pay Sandy relief (Sanders ’12) in full.  The integrity of Obama’s administration is deeply compromised by his poor choice in black Attorney General.  During confirmation hearings, Eric Holder admitted to “mistakes” in the pardon of fugitive financier Marc Rich – mistakes that he claimed were “not typical” of his conduct.  From this remark one can tell that Holder is not a man with any conviction in freedom, the prison population has continued to rise and to tell you the truth under Holder DoJ financing totally corrupts local federal correspondence with gun violence.  Not that anyone writes the federal government anymore after having their fears about lobbying corroborated.  Caveat emptor - No one should trust us, and anyone who does is a fool. (Stiglitz ’12: 205).  Without dismissing his counsel under Psalm 1 it is not surprising the Obama administration comes under penal sanctions for nearly all their actions, and negligent inaction, in every department but Commerce, International Trade Representative, and Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  Mexican Attorney General Marisela Morales was left in the dark about Operation Fast and Furious and she has called for officials involved in the operation to be extradited from the U.S. and sent to Mexico for prosecution.  President Barack Obama has refused to take responsibility for Operation Fast and Furious.  Obama maintains he has “full faith and confidence” in Attorney General Eric Holder and his handling of the scandal.  In the end, Operation Fast and Furious was a calculated and lethal decision to purposely place thousands of guns into the hands of ruthless criminals.  The operation was a coordinated and planned effort not to track guns, but to arm thugs south of the border for political gain.  The ATF has become corrupt.  Some people claim it began after ATFs raid on the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in 1993.  Some say it was when government was realigned and ATF was moved from the Treasury Department to the Department of Justice in 2003. As a deputy attorney general in Janet Reno’s Clinton-era Justice Department, Holder backed the assault weapons ban and defended the department’s bungled attack on the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in 1993. 
The same day President-elect Obama chose Holder as his attorney general, he also nominated Arizona governor Janet Napolitano as Secretary of Homeland Security.  Napolitano was not considered controversial, and her confirmation proceeded smoothly.  Holder’s nomination was a different story, given his reputation as a fiercely partisan member of the Bill Clinton-era Justice Department.  Since 2006, 48,000 people had been murdered in the cartel wars in Mexico.  In 2009, 21,313 guns were recovered in Mexico and submitted for tracing.  Only 5,444, or 25 percent were sourced to U.S. gun dealers. Deputy Attorney General Lanny Breuer of the Department of Justice Criminal Division, after years of denial, finally admitted to knowing about the “gunwalking” at the ATF.  Breuer served in private practice with Eric Holder and now serves as Holder’s number two man in the Justice Department.  Breuer also approved detailed wiretap applications for Operation Fast and Furious in early 2010 (Paylich ’12: 3, 23, 32, 162).  The Mexican violence seems to have been halted now the U.S. connection has been exposed and a new Mexican PRI President has been elected.  The ATF has become corrupt and must be reorganized to dissolve the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) and Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and transfer functions to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Drug Evaluation Agency (DEA) and Center for Alcohol, Tobacco and Marijuana (ATM), leaving a Bureau of Firearms and Explosives (BFE) to be transferred to U.S. Customs (a.k.a. Homeland Security)(Sanders ’13). A 2010 study, suggested that the marijuana market in America is probably in the range of $40 billion a year, with the potential to grow to $100 billion in the event of widespread legalization. Thus, it's smaller than the market for other legal mind-altering substances such as beer ($99 billion), tobacco ($71 billion), or hard liquor ($61 billion) -- but bigger than the market for wine ($27 billion) (Smith ’12) or guns and ammunition $6 billion) (Sanburn ’12).  
K. Pardon Rod Blagojevich to save $109 billion and Act to Gas Export Tax (GET) for the Highway Trust Fund

'Human subject' means a living individual about whom an investigator (whether professional or student) conducting research obtains (1) Data through intervention or interaction with the individual, or (2) Identifiable private information under 34CFR§97.102 (f). Of most concern in this case are university wifi networks and coerced reports therefrom, particularly to the totally insolvent Congress and/or armed forces (university police), attempting to capitalize or otherwise use to their advantage illegally intercepted information, that is supposed to be excluded as evidence, without abusive censorship.  It would be better if universities had regular free unsecured wifi, that doesn't pop-up, so people could download free movies and music anonymously while they work, without fear of being plagiarized.  Plagiarism is a species of intellectual fraud.  It consists of unauthorized copying that the copier claims (whether explicitly or implicitly and whether deliberately or carelessly) is original with him and the claim causes the copier’s audience to behave otherwise than it would if it knew the truth.  The Latin word plagarias was first used in its modern sense by Roman poet Martial in the first century AD.  A plagarius was someone who stole another’s slave or enslaved a free person. Student plagiarism may be becoming less and less common as more and more colleges and universities adopt plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin, a product of a company called iParadigms.  Thousands of colleges in the United States and abroad have acquired licenses, at an annual cost of about 80 cents per student, to use the program. The program digitizes the student’s paper, uploads it into the Turnitin database, and searches the Database for matches.  Scholars are self-selected into an activity that requires them to write, they are not indifferent students with writer’s block. (Posner 07:82, 90).  College level professional non-fiction writing requires the author to cite sources in pursuit of being cited by others to advance scientific understanding.  The problem is however not so much that people copy their work, there are very few skilled note-takers and professional writers.  The problem is that the publication of meaningful work is plagued by malicious academics, agents, politicians and prosecutors attempting to get "rich" or maintain their comparative advantage in wealth with the genuinely wise people they plagiarized to get their privileged position.  To solve Martial's law it is not plagiarism to free a slave under 18USC§205(d)(1) but it is plagiarism to enslave a free person under 18USC§205(a)(1).  

Case in point, Rod Blagojevich Esq., the former governor of Illinois, needs to be Presidentially pardoned a 14 year prison sentence for a 'crime he and his associates did not commit' so that the Secretaries of Education and Transportation and President of the United States, from Illinois, will not continue to burden the nation with this conflict of interest.  I pray this Serbian descendant will join the two Serbians I helped free from prison in the Hague rather than the two who died there, and keep my communication domestic, so the Canadian refugee agency will not to kill any more Canadians detained in U.S. prisons.  The racketeering charges against Blagojevich and his associates actually incriminate the prosecutor, who has already resigned, but jury selection has had to be ruled exclusive, in US v. Blagojevich et al, 612 F. 3d 558 7th Cir. 2010 and freedom remains elusive.  Reason being, the federal judiciary in the nation with the highest and densest penal population in the world, the USA, would like to corrupt the African-American President, his closest friends and supporters, so that they can continue to slave despite the moral hazard posed to the peculiar institution by an African-American lawyer President and Attorney General, who have so far, not made any headway reducing the steadily increasing national and federal penal populations.  Racial disparities among prisoners persist, particularly in the 25-29 age group, 8.1% of black men, about one in 13, were behind bars, compared with 2.6% of Hispanic men and 1.1% of white men.  Making the black President the slave owner of his innocent former supporter and 'master' amounts to exclusion of jurors on account of race or color under 18USC§243.  To redress The Gap Between Wisdom and Wealth: Pardon Rod Blagojevich et al HA-19-1-13, U.S. v. Blagojevich et al No. 08 CR 888 must be overturned.  Besides the President' free will, and federal budget in general, the Departments of Education and Transportation budgets have been corrupted by Blagojevich's 'federal bailout' and more than $100 billion a year could be saved, from these two departments alone, who safely put the fantasy money in the student loan and highway fund respectively, until the day the federal government bails out Rod Blagojevich, and the truth is known regarding the 'Federal Budget Balanced to Prevent 100% of GDP Debt FY2012'.  A Presidential pardon is order.  Rod Blagojevich may be America's ticket to freedom. Blagojevich is a lawyer, fully qualified for federal office, and due to his false arrest and incarceration he might, with the reconciliation and protection of the President, not only be publicly freed, to secure the blessings of liberty for the nation, but be appointed to be an inspired leader of the efforts of the Obama administration to normalize the prison population. Blakely v. Washington No. 02-1632 of June 24, 2004 “eliminated sentencing guidelines schemes and 20 years of sentencing reform".  Composition of Institutional Review Boards where prisoners are involved requires that at least one member of the Board shall be a prisoner, or a prisoner representative with appropriate background and experience to serve in that capacity, except that where a particular research project is reviewed by more than one Board only one Board need satisfy this requirement under 45CFR§46.304(b) Biomedical or behavioral research conducted or supported by DHHS shall not involve prisoners as subjects except for research on practices, which have the intent and reasonable probability of improving the health or well-being of the subject 45CFR§46.306(b)(a)(iv).  State studies have shown that earning a college degree in prison eliminates recidivism by 100% which otherwise runs at around 60% re-incarceration in three years (Gilligan '11:90, 91).  

The Superceding Indictment of Northern District of Illinois Judge James B. Zagel in U.S. v. Rod Blagojevich et al. No. 08 CR 888 dated February 2008 offends the public integrity of the United States from its U.S. Department of Justice Public Integrity Office to the black slave owner in the White House and fiscally incompetent Secretaries of Transportation and Education from Illinois, costing the federal deficit more than $100 billion in superfluous, deposits in the Student Loan and Highway Trust Funds, marked imaginary and consequential out of control T-bond sales.  Of Illinois' last seven governors, four have ended up going to prison. They are: Rod Blagojevich – Governor from 2002 through 2009, when he became the first Illinois governor in history to be impeached. Convicted of numerous corruption charges in 2011, including allegations that he tried to sell or trade President Barack Obama's old Senate seat. George Ryan – Governor from 1999 through 2003. After leaving office, was convicted of racketeering for actions as governor and secretary of state. In November 2007, began serving a 6 1/2 year sentence in federal prison and was released on January 30, 2013.  Dan Walker – Governor from 1973-1977. Pleaded guilty to bank fraud and other charges in 1987 related to his business activities after leaving office. Spent about a year and a half in federal prison. Otto Kerner – Governor from 1961-1968. Resigned to become judge, then was convicted of bribery related to his tenure as governor. Sentenced to three years in prison.  The high level of office that this local practice offends, the African-American President of the United States, and unlawful amount of T-bonds sold deprives Americans of an intangible right of honest services..  A claim by a party aggrieved that evidence is inadmissible because it is the primary product of an unlawful act or because it was obtained by the exploitation of an unlawful act, the opponent of the claim shall affirm or deny the occurrence of the alleged unlawful act under 18USC(II)(223)§3504. 

In the Motion to Disclose Intercepted Communications: US v. Rod Blagojevich and John Harris 594 F.Supp.2d 993 (2009) Northern District of Illinois Chief Judge James F. Holderman reports that on December 9, 2008, agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation arrested Illinois Governor Rod R. Blagojevich pursuant to a criminal complaint filed in this case. That complaint charged defendant Blagojevich with two counts of alleged criminal conduct: one count of conspiring to defraud the citizens of Illinois of their right to his honest services in violation of the mail and wire fraud statutes, 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341, 1343, 1346, and 1349, and one count of corruptly soliciting and demanding the firing of Chicago Tribune editorial board members who had been critical of defendant Blagojevich, in exchange for the awarding of millions of dollars in financial assistance from the State of Illinois in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 666(a)(1)(B) and 2. Within days of defendant Blagojevich's arrest, the Illinois House of Representatives adopted House Resolution 1650, creating a Special Investigative Committee "for the purpose of (i) investigating allegations of misfeasance, malfeasance, nonfeasance, and other misconduct of Governor Rod R. Blagojevich and (ii) making a recommendation as to whether cause exists for impeachment." H.R. Res. 1650, 95th Gen. Assem., Reg. Sess. (Ill. 2008). The United States of America (the "government") on December 29, 2008, filed a Motion to Disclose Intercepted Communications to the Special Investigative Committee of the Illinois House of Representatives (Dkt. No. 16).  Although the Chief Judge of the District takes full responsibility for authorizing the wire fraud the United States failed to stop charging the defendant with these charges as required to do by paragraph 16 of the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors.  The Superseding Indictment written by Northern District of Illinois Judge James B. Zagel in U.S. v. Rod Blagojevich et al. No. 08 CR 888 dated February 2008 lists as violations: Title 18, Sections 1001(a)(2), 1343, 1346, 1349, 1951(a), and 1962(d).  The Appeal of Chicago Tribune Company, The New York Times Company, Illinois Press Association, and Illinois Broadcasters Association indicates that the press has dropped the inapplicable theft or bribery concerning programs receiving federal funds §666 charges in U.S. v. Rod and Robert Blagojevich, Defendants the Denial of Appeal en banc 614 F.3d 287 (2010) and 612 F. 3d 558 (2010) which both serve to exclude the names of jurors from the mass media to protect them from the racketeering charges which have been substituted for the equally false theft or bribery concerning programs receiving federal funds charges. 

The Judges of the 7th Cir. Court of Appeals express that they are too scared to redress the cruel and unusual Illinois tradition of falsely imprisoning their former Governors, beginning with Rod Blagojevich et al which came to their attention because it so seriously corrupts the administration of the black lawyer President.  Reason being, 7th Circuit Court Judge Posner, has not solved Martial's law.  In 'Little Book of Plagiarism' he writes, "Plagiarism is a species of intellectual fraud.  It consists of unauthorized copying that the copier claims (whether explicitly or implicitly and whether deliberately or carelessly) is original with him and the claim causes the copier’s audience to behave otherwise than it would if it knew the truth.  The issue being the libel caused by the release of illegally obtained evidence seems to have a doubly damaging effect on the alleged defendant, not only by the innocuous speculative information contained therein, but also because the crimes of illegally obtaining the evidence are abusively applied to the defendant and in these racketeering cases before us, is the exclusive source of violation of the laws, for which people are serving years in prison for crimes they did not commit.  The Latin word plagarias was first used in its modern sense by Roman poet Martial in the first century AD.  A plagarius was someone who stole another’s slave or enslaved a free person" (Posner 07:82, 90).  The fear expressed by the judges of the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals seems to be derived from the part about "stealing another's slave" and to those who have not actually solved Martial's law these poetic slaves, Rod Blagojevich et al, falsely accused of the crimes of the racketeering prosecutors,  belong to the Illinois. President Barack Obama, who has the power to pardon his supporters if wished to do so as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, and none dare challenge his military might. The solution of Martial's law however takes some time to come to the realization that a person does not belong to another, this delusional ownership of another is all that perpetuates slavery.  To solve Martial's law it is not plagiarism to free a slave 18USC§205(d)(1) but it is plagiarism to enslave a free person §205(d)(1)…Human Subject Graduation. HA-12-1-14 
It is indiscrete that these racketeering prosecutors continue to slave a free person despite the moral hazard posed to the peculiar institution by an African-American lawyer President and Attorney General, who have so far, not made any headway reducing the steadily increasing national and federal penal populations.  Racial disparities among prisoners persist, particularly in the 25-29 age group, 8.1% of black men, about one in 13, were behind bars, compared with 2.6% of Hispanic men and 1.1% of white men.  Making the black President the slave owner of his innocent former supporter and 'master' amounts to exclusion of jurors on account of race or color under 18USC(13)§243.  Besides the President' free will, and federal budget in general, the Departments of Education and Transportation budgets have been corrupted by Blagojevich's 'federal bailout' and more than $100 billion a year could be saved, from these two departments alone, who safely put the fantasy money in the student loan and highway fund respectively, until the day the federal government bails out Rod Blagojevich, and the truth is known regarding the 'Federal Budget Balanced to Prevent 100% of GDP Debt FY2012'.  U.S. v. Blagojevich et al No. 08 CR 888 must be overturned.  A Presidential pardon is order, but an acquittal by any federal judge, is honest.  It is however not that simple Art. 14(6) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 23 March 1976, requires, “when a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal offence and when subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the ground that a new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, the person who has suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be compensated according to law”.  The United States needs to pay and we don't have any experience Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen (PAY) ing due to invasion of the news media by some armed Security Agreement.  To pay on a budget, with what money exists on the public record in regards to this case, it is suggested to charge the prosecutors of the Northern District of Illinois with the $5,000 fine for the exclusion of jurors 18USC(13) §243 pertaining to their local practice of falsely imprisoning their former Governor beyond their ability to conceal from the news media of the defamed black slave owner in the White House.  
Blagojevich is a lawyer, fully qualified for federal office, and due to his false arrest and incarceration he might, with the reconciliation and protection of the President, not only be publicly freed, to secure the blessings of liberty for the nation, but be appointed to be an inspired leader of the efforts of the Obama administration to normalize the prison population. Blakely v. Washington No. 02-1632 of June 24, 2004 “eliminated sentencing guidelines schemes and 20 years of sentencing reform".  Composition of Institutional Review Boards where prisoners are involved requires that at least one member of the Board shall be a prisoner, or a prisoner representative with appropriate background and experience to serve in that capacity, except that where a particular research project is reviewed by more than one Board only one Board need satisfy this requirement under 45CFR§46.304(b) Biomedical or behavioral research conducted or supported by DHHS shall not involve prisoners as subjects except for research on practices, which have the intent and reasonable probability of improving the health or well-being of the subject 45CFR§46.306(b)(a)(iv).  State studies have shown that earning a college degree in prison eliminates recidivism by 100% which otherwise runs at around 60% re-incarceration in three years (Gilligan '11:90, 91).  The federal prison needs to release their nonviolent offenders.  More than 50% of the population are drug offenders and 60% of those marijuana.  People with felony convictions are denied food stamps nationwide.  The black race seems to be discriminated against in disability benefits, an accurate study of social security beneficiaries by race is needed under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  In general black households are estimated to hold an average of $5,000 in assets while white households hold $80,000 in assets.  Never getting the 40 acres and a mule at the end of the Civil War and selling the family farm from the Homestead Act in the Great Depression it is hypothesized that the black race should be a considered a qualifying disability for SSI poverty guidelines as compensation for the stigma of slavery at serf rates.  Offenders released on probation and parole must not be denied food stamps so that they are not driven to commit crimes of desperation and aggression while starving and malnourished to such a degree they can be outdone by a donut eating cop. The condition that offenders complete a college degree program after a felony conviction so as not to recidivate and be re-incarcerated within three years 60% of the time for not behaving in an educated manner, might prevent recidivism 100% of the time.  Not to provide financial incentives for getting a felony conviction beyond the promise of food to be able to perform gainful labor, SSI awards should wait until after the ex-offender has completed a formal college degree program on federal student loans, if a free education could not be provided in jail, and are still unable to find paying employment.  It might be written that provided an ex-offender has completed a college degree their criminal conviction is, as prima facie evidence of serious mental illness, a qualifying disability.  Is Rod Blagojevich such a bad lawyer that he needs reeducation or can he be paid to serve the President as the great safe liberator of federal prisoners we are all anarchists about, in lieu of compensation under Art. 14 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights.

ED and DOT Spending Errata 2008, 2011; 2012 & 2013 Adjusted

	
	2008
	2011
	2012
	2012 pro
	2013
	2013 pro

	Education
	65,399
	62,911
	116,613
	73,248
	55,685
	75,209

	Transportation
	67,974
	84,342
	122,594
	76,160
	74,280
	78,440


Source: OMB 7/12/12 Historical Table 5.2 Budget Authority By Agency 1976-2017

Pardoning former Illinois Governor Rod Blagovich’s 14 year federal sentence for attempting to sell the President’s former Senate seat to the highest bidder poses a budgetary emergency in FY 2012.  Firing Illinois cabinet-members would relieve the budget deficit an estimated $109 billion in FY 2012 for the price of adding $24 billion to the deficit in FY 2013.  Both the Education and Transportation Secretaries are from Illinois, the Secretary of Education was one of the President’s grade school super-intendants and the Secretary of Transportation is a Republican, both are extremely damaging to the federal budget in FY 2012.  Rod Blagovich must be pardoned right away.  Both of these Secretaries have consistently posed a conflict of interest with the President, along volatile party and academic lines, failing to produce a solvent agency budget, must be replaced by someone who does.  Transportation spending unexplainably rises to $123 billion in FY 2012 from $70.5 billion in FY 2011, a $52.5 billion, 74.5% spending increase, after being $3.6 under 3% annual increase from FY 2008 in FY 2011.  Transportation spending needs to be reduced to $76.2 billion in FY 2012 and $78.4 billion in FY 2013, 3% annual budgetary increase from FY 2008.  This saves $46.5 billion FY 2012 but adds $4.2 billion to FY 2013, paving the way for sustainable 3% annual agency budget growth.  Education spending unexplainably rises to $117 billion in FY 2012 from $43.6 billion in FY 2011 and $65.4 billion in FY 2008, a $73.4 billion, 168% spending increase.  The FY 2011 budgetary figure of $43.6 billion is $27.7 billion less than the $71.3 billion it would have been if the agency had stabilized their budget at 3% annual growth from FY 2008 as ordered in 2010 and understood by most other agencies.  Because the agency received some $70 billion in Recovery act funding in FY 2009 we shall not concern ourselves with back-pay and set ED on the road to sustainable growth at $76.2 billion in FY 2012 and $78.4 billion in FY 2013, increasing 3% every year thereafter.  This saves $43.4 billion in FY 2012 and costs $19.5 billion in FY 2013 before stabilizing (Sanders ’12).  
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As of 2015 the U.S. is expected to have the inventory to be the world’s largest oil exporter, after rising prices led to dramatic and unsung decline in domestic consumption, so great as to deplete the Highway Trust Fund, counterfeit appropriations being non-negotiable.  The Highway Trust Fund has declared a shortfall in revenues from the domestic gas consumption tax this 2014.  The boom-bust budget from Recovery Act propaganda must stop and be levelled off at the professional rates above which allow for 3% annual growth 2008.  Although DOT makes a great show of doing street work for interesting dissatisfied petitioners, they are not believed to have touched the fictional funds of the Illinois conflict of interest perpetuated by Blagojevich’s false imprisonment, which has seized the black President of the United States with the slavery of the White House Office of the Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator and needs to be abolished before anyone could hope to work with the President of the United States.  The Highway Trust Fund does need to swiftly relieve their new deficit in revenues, by taxing gas and oil exportation by legislation.  If anarchy prevents legislation of the oil export tax in good faith, export ‘tariffs’ may be deposited in the general fund by Customs agents at rates set by executive schedule.  Least developed nations show high rates of deforestation driven by urban firewood and charcoal consumption.  Gas and propane alternatives for heating and cooking are many times more expensive in least developed nations than in industrialized nations, although income is many times less, and fossil fuel assistance should be subsidized to conserve the tropical rainforest.  Until such a day that all the oil is exploited, and the petroleum interests who finance alternative energy research stop suppressing effective and affordable solar technology; the Highway Trust Fund shall be satisfied with the calculation of a new U.S. oil export tax.  To project a socially and environmentally responsible message to prospective consumers gas and oil exporters should get tax breaks and official development assistance credit for fossil fuel assistance programs aiming to sell oil and gas at retail prices not exceeding those in the United States in least developed and developing nations. Carbon credit can also be given to multinational corporations for native species reforestation programs, in areas with deforestation problems, such as Ukraine or Haiti, in need of nurseries for native tree species and the cooking fuel not to cut them down (Sanders ’14).  In Spring of 2014 the international trade balance swung against the United States because of how insensitive the President’s patently illegal economic sanctions against Russian industrialists were, he should have applauded Yulia Tynoshenko release, he was under the influence of a library card tapping university president, but much like alcoholic Russian males apologizing for their Afghan casualties, Americans have become a people heavily addicted to imported chocolate spread to justify their delusion of global market dominance, to the detriment of real understanding regarding the futility of the sanction duel with Russia, which has affected the U.S. international trade balance. To end the $100 billion anarchy soap opera and sell $1 trillion of oil and gas on the international market, before other countries adopt fracking technology to tap into their shale oil and gas reserves, the U.S. President must pardon both Russian industrialists and his former governor, supporter, and lawyer Rod Blagojevich Esq. to have any hope that the Highway Trust Fund will enjoy the Gas Export Tax (GET) Act revenues any more than Hospital Insurance (HI) actuaries were enabled to account for Affordable Care Act elimination of the income cap on HI contributions.  The Highway Trust fund must calculate an equitable rate of gas and oil export tax or tariff.  Highway Trust Fund expenses must not exceed the total revenues of both the domestic gas tax and new gas and oil export tax.  Schedule a tariff now with the Customs Commissioner.  Without the legislation of a tax it seems illegal for the freedom loving Highway Trust Fund to get any of these revenues from the General Fund but they must account for the gas and oil export tariff nonetheless.  As long as the export tariff revenues are accounted as received by the General Fund and expenses of the Highway Trust Fund are normalized at a rate less than the sum of both domestic and export gas and oil tax revenues, the anomalous asset will be metabolized by the HA budget, until the Highway Trust Fund gas and oil export tax is law.
L. $20 billion annually + 3% annual growth from FY 2014 for the USPS with a $1 trillion DHHS Spending Limit

Postal Service as of the end of fiscal year (FY) 2013. Liabilities exceed assets by approximately $40 billion. There are also close to $51 billion in additional obligations for retiree health benefits (RHB) and pensions at the end of FY2013 that under multi-employer accounting rules are not recorded on our balance sheet. Annual financial losses have continued to add to the deficiency between our assets and liabilities. It will take legislative reforms and years of profitability to rebalance our assets and liabilities and to eliminate the accumulated net deficiency from the past 7 years.  In 2013 USPS assets totaled $21.3 billion - $2.3 billion unrestricted cash, $17.5 billion buildings and equipment, and $1.8 billion other assets.  Total liabilities amounted to $61.5 billion – $16.8 billion retiree benefits, $17.2 billion worker’s compensation, $15.0 billion debt, $3.5 billion compensation and leave, $3.6 billion deferred revenue, $5.4 billion other.  The FY2014 net loss is forecasted to be $4.6 billion, including $5.7 billion of legally mandated pre-funding for retiree health benefits, but before the expense associated with adjustments to long-term workers’ compensation liabilities.  Once again, we will not have sufficient liquidity to make the $5.7 billion pre-funding payment for retiree health benefits due by September 30, 2014. Even after defaulting on the $11.1 billion of pre-funding payments for FY2012 and the $5.6 billion pre-funding payment for FY2013, we ended FY2013 with an unrestricted cash balance of only $2.3 billion and had no remaining borrowing capacity.  Total work hours were 1,110 million in 2013, and represented a 12 million work hour decline, or 1.1 percent, compared to 2012. The plan forecasts total work hours of 1,074 million in 2014 and a work hour reduction target of 36 million, or 3.3 percent (Donahoe ’14). I suggest a postage stamp that somehow fits the following  - $20 billion FY 2014 + 3% annual growth. Growth in the inflation of medical costs needs to be reduced to a high of 3% annual increase.  The Court noted that the ACA must reduce medical spending while increasing revenues.  HA held in FY2012 that greater than $1 trillion in medical spending in FY 2014 is unacceptable.  DHHS spending needs to be limited to $1 trillion without review until 2020.  It is the savings from the $1 trillion DHHS spending limit, from whence the United States shall justify the budget request of the United Postal Service.  This new $20 billion + 3% annual growth USPS budget allocation must be accounted for in an independent column of the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and should not need to burden Congress or the President with any further budget requests.

HHS Spending, 2000 & 2008 Base Years plus Part D and ACA 2012-2014

	 
	Base Year
	2012
	2013
	2014

	HHS Spending
	854,059 (2010)
	871,836
	940,832
	1,040,661


Source: Source: OMB 7/12/12 Historical Table 5.2 Budget Authority By Agency 1976-2017, Cost of implementing Medicare Part D by HHS, Cost of implementing the ACA by American Health Insurance Programs (AHIP) 2008
$20 billion including Affordable Care Act + 3% annual growth from FY2014 would be resolve the now regularized deficit in first class U.S. mail caused by free email.  Under severe limitations overseas and case by dwindling case the (secret email addess list) ceased to function on all free email providers except basic html for slow connections which eschew AJAX (the serial killer dispatcher) at www.mail.google.com/mail/h/.  On November 6, 2013 the New York Times reported; Last year, the Postal Service’s operating revenue was $65 billion, but its operating expenses were $81 billion = $16 billion deficit in 2012.  A net loss of $41 billion is reported between 2007-02 or 13.  The post office has seen revenue for first-class mail — the agency’s cash cow — decline by $2.4 billion. It has defaulted on three annual $5.5 billion payments into a health care fund for its future retirees. It has also exhausted its $15 billion borrowing limit from the Treasury Department. It has defaulted on three annual $5.5 billion payments into a health care fund for its future retirees. It has also exhausted its $15 billion borrowing limit from the Treasury Department.  On November 15, 2013 the L.A. Time wrote; The USPS reported a $5 billion loss FY2013.  It's the seventh-straight yearly net loss.  Since 2006, the agency has cut its expenses by $15 billion annually, but first-class mail volume has continued to drop.  While package and standard mail volumes increased, the agency's most profitable product, first-class mail, declined by 2.8 billion pieces.  Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe said "We’ve achieved some excellent results for the year in terms of innovations, revenue gains and cost reductions, but without major legislative changes we cannot overcome the limitations of our inflexible business model”.  Instead of dealing with the Postmaster General the Internet executives powwowed with the President and by January 2014 I was forced to purchase Windows 8 due to the destruction of my computer under color of jury sequestration within days that a Russian ex. rel. of Microsoft’s Windows 8 development team was arrested and released by the FBI for the leaking of trade secrets regarding the concealment of programs once easily reached with a click of the start button.  The ‘etch-a-sketch’ touch sensitive Start screen on Windows 8 computers needs to be abolished without incurring any cost to anyone because it interferes with legitimate computer use.  I hope s-Word document conversion to Apple or other is not as corrupting as the semi-automatic conversion of Adobe to Word.  Tables have most recently become excruciating.  Abolish the Start screen!!! 

Condolences on the hanging death of Jesse Ryan Loskarn, 35, former chief of staff to U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee.  So much for the constitutionality of USPS Congressional search and seizure statute and the idea that the USPS might somehow have better luck suing and being sued regarding a criminal case than myself or the FDA.  It was apparently USPS executing a search warrant who discovered an external drive with over 200 child porn files.  Loskarn was probably overwhelmed by the child porn cases in the news, particularly the one about the police chief, if he wasn't actually murdered/dosed with dimethoxymethylamphetamine, 50 times more powerful than DMT, to remind people just how cruel and unusual child porn charges are.  That's what happened to Dr. Michael Luebbe, a university music professor after he was falsely charged with child pornography that had been spammed onto his computer when he asked a computer consultant to delete it from his computer, he died at a young age shortly after serving the full five year sentence, when the prosecutor of the case was imprisoned.  The Oregon Supreme Court recently dismissed child porn charges in two cases where the images had been automatically downloaded from websites citing the Netherlands child porn study that called for mandatory restitution of the exploited children, running between $100 to $1.2 million for one child porn star with a prosecuting pimp daddy (the principle of victim compensation should probably more widely applied in all genuine prosecutions) Paroline v. Amy Unknown, United States. 5th Cir. No. 12-856120 November, 2013.  USPS and Congress might wish to consider repealing Sections 603 through 606 of Title 39 of the United States Code pertaining to the Postal Service. The search for child porn in Mr .Loskarn's home by USPS does not seem to be authorized by Congressional statute and ultimately resulted in his death.  Searches authorized 39USC(I)(6)§603 states, The Postal Service may authorize any officer or employee of the Postal Service to make searches for mail matter transported in violation of law. When the authorized officer has reason to believe that mailable matter transported contrary to law may be found therein, he may open and search any—(1) vehicle passing, or having lately passed, from a place at which there is a post office of the United States; (2) article being, or having lately been, in the vehicle; or (3) store or office, other than a dwelling house, used or occupied by a common carrier or transportation company, in which an article may be contained.  The postal service was not authorized to search the Loskarn home (dwelling house) where they discovered the child pornography.  USPS owes the Loskarn estate $500 to authorize recovery of civil damages under 18USC(119)§2520 for the hanging death that inadvertently occurred as a consequence to the illegal search of a dwelling house in violation of 39USC(I)(6)§603(3) and should repeal or independently strike down the entire Congressionally pre-authorized USPS burglary trade from Section 603 to 606 of Title 39.

The Loskarn child pornography case reveals a fatal weakness in First Amendment Privacy Protection, as codified at 42USC(21A)§2000aa.  It is provided in both paragraphs (a)(1) and (b)(1) search or seizure may be conducted under the provisions of this paragraph if the offense consists of the receipt, possession, or communication of information relating to the national defense, classified information, or restricted data under the provisions of section 793, 794, 797, or 798 of title 18, or section 2274, 2275, or 2277 of title 42, or section 783 of title 50, pertaining to espionage cases such Wikileaks: Honorable Discharge of Bradley Manning HA-31-1-12 and Snowden ex. rel. v. President Obama; National Security Administration (NSA) HA-6-1-14 or if the offense involves the production, possession, receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, the sexual exploitation of children, or the sale or purchase of children under section 2251, 2251A, 2252, or 2252A of title 18) such as Loskarn, Luebbe and their prosecutors who have also been imprisoned and committed suicide.  The Fourth Amendment protection against unrestricted searches and the First Amendment guarantee of freedom of speech are closely linked. The right to speak freely without government intrusion lies at the core of First Amendment protection. Indeed, “our founders believed that freedom to think as you will and to speak as you think are means indispensable to the discovery and spread of political truth” in Whitney v. California, 274 U.S. 357 (1927).  In Rakas v. Illinois (1978) 439U.S.128 it was determined that to accurately gauge probable cause required by the Fourth Amendment against an individual's right to privacy officers must not “violate a person's legitimate interest to privacy”.  The warrant requirement is no mere formality, it is a crucial safeguard against abuses in McDonald v. United States, 335 U.S. 451 (1948).  These espionage and child porn special prosecutions strangely exempted from First Amendment Privacy Protection clearly require equal protection under the Fifth Amendment privilege against non-self incrimination which provides; A confession, shall be admissible in evidence if it is voluntarily given under 18USC(II)(223)§3501.  Whenever a witness refuses, on the basis of his privilege against self-incrimination, to testify or provide other information and the person presiding over the proceeding communicates to the witness an order issued under this title, the witness may not refuse to comply with the order on the basis of his privilege against self-incrimination; but no testimony or other information compelled under the order (or any information directly or indirectly derived from such testimony or other information) may be used against the witness in any criminal case, except a prosecution for perjury, giving a false statement, or otherwise failing to comply with the order under 18USC(V)(601)§6002.  Rule 41 (e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure disqualifies evidence when, (1) the property was illegally seized without warrant, (2) the warrant is insufficient on its face, (3) the property seized is not that described in the warrant, (4) there was not probable cause for believing the existence of the grounds on which the warrant was issued, (5) the warrant was illegally executed. 

The weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold (1Kings 10:14)(2 Chronicles 9:13).  He who has an ear, let him hear.  If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go.  If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed.  This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints for forty-two months…He also forced everyone great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark which is the name of the beast or the number of his name, This calls for wisdom.  If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number.  His number is 666 (Revelation 13:9, 10 & 16-18).  If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath…There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name (Revelation 14: 9-11).  O Prophet! why do you forbid (yourself) that which Allah has made lawful for you; you seek to please your wives; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful (The Prohibition 66:1). O you who believe! save yourselves and your families from a fire whose fuel is men and stones; over it are angels stern and strong, they do not disobey Allah in what He commands them, and do as they are commanded (The Prohibition 66:6). Thy people called it a lie, and yet it is the truth. Say, I have not charge over you; to every prophecy is a set time, and in the end ye shall know (Cattle 6:66).  Say: Come I will recite what your Lord has forbidden to you-- (remember) that you do not associate anything with Him and show kindness to your parents, and do not slay your children for (fear of) poverty-- We provide for you and for them-- and do not draw nigh to indecencies, those of them which are apparent and those which are concealed, and do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden except for the requirements of justice; this He has enjoined you with that you may understand (Cattle 6:151).
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