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Part I Islamic Development
                          
Art. 0 Middle East & Central Asia 
A. North Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia have been conglomerated into a single region called the Middle East and Central Asia (MECA) to pay homage to Mecca in this predominantly Muslim region that includes eight states from the former Soviet Union.   

1. The total area of the region is 17,678,882 sq km. a. 6,009,590 sq km in North Africa; b. 6,201,216 sq km in the Middle East; c. 5,468,076 sq km in Central Asia

2. In the beginning of 2006 the CIA World Fact Book reported a total of 713.1 million people living in the states that comprise MECA a. 153 million in the 7 states of the North Africa; b. 264.7 million in the 19 states if the Middle East; c. 246.4 million in 8 states of Central Asia (2003 est.).
3. In 2006 the total GDP of the region was estimated at $ 3,673 billion with a per capita of $5,150 and increase of $941 billion over the $2,732 billion GDP of 2003 an 8.6% annual growth rate; a. $656.8 billion in North Africa; b. $1.673.7 trillion in the Middle East; c. $401.5 billion in Central Asia.(2003 est.).

4. The region had a total military expenditure of $86.5 billion (2003 est.); 

5. The region had an international trade surplus;  a. $365.1 billion in exports; b. $301.9 billion in imports (2003 est.)
6. In 2003 the region received $12,137 million in ODA, not including the $33 billion of the Madrid Conference for the Iraq Reconstruction Fund.  In 2006 it is hoped to increase ODA revenues for the region to $22,000 million including the $10.2 billion settlement at the London Conference on Afghanistan with at least $2,500 million ODA administrated through the national budget of Afghanistan in 2006, without this extraordinary reparation the region would make $14,300 million in ODA for 2006.  We must strive to collect at least $1 billion ODA from the Middle Eastern nations with a per capita GDP of greater than $20,000.  Bahrain, Israel, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.  Since the foundation of UAE in 1971, the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development has given about $5.2 billion in aid to 56 countries (2004).  The UAE is the only country in the region that is reported to be contributor.
B. Modern Middle Eastern history is founded upon independence from colonialism that began when Oman sought independence in 1650 when they expelled the Portuguese.  Saudi Arabia gained recognition as an independent nation in 1931 with the unification of the kingdom.  Great Britain had a colonial interest after appropriating the dissolution of the Ottoman Turks as they withdrew.  The Ottoman Empire ruled this entire region and most of the North African Middle East until the end of World War I.  The Middle East was released from the Ottoman Empire after the end of World War I to the custody of the British who granted the Arab countries independence and the Jewish People the homeland of Israel at the end of World War II. At the end of World War II the Soviet Union annexed the Caucus state of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.  Kuwait gained its independence from Great Britain in 1961. United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Bahrain in 1971.  North Yemen had become independent on November 1918 from the Ottoman Empire and South Yemen had become independent on 30 November 1967 from the UK who had set up a protectorate in the southern port of Aden in the 19th Century.  In 1990 the two halves to the nation of Yemen united causing a brief opposition movement in the south that was quelled in 1994.  To establish conditions free from colonial control and influence where peace, justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties, religious beliefs and other sources of international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress, better standards of living and long life in larger freedom and prosperity this second draft treaty is renamed from North Africa Middle East (NAME) of the Winter Solstice 2003.  Of the 30 nations in North Africa, Middle East and Central Asia accounted for in this Treaty: 
1. Four nations are not yet full members of the United Nations: a. Kurdistan and Palestine who have Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations.  b. Western Sahara and Kashmir whose independence is monitored through UN Security Council Resolutions.
2. Four nations are considered least developed: a. Afghanistan with an estimated per capita income of $800. b. Yemen with a per capita between $800 and $1,556. c. Palestine with a per capita of $1,226 and d. Tajikistan with a per capita of $1,200.  
C. The Arab Charter of Human Rights (1994) explains in its preamble, Given the Arab nation's belief in human dignity since God honored it by making the Arab World the cradle of religions and the birthplace of civilizations which confirmed its right to a life of dignity based on freedom, justice and peace.  Pursuant to the eternal principles of brotherhood and equality among all human beings which were firmly established by the Islamic Shari'a and the other divinely-revealed religions, we reaffirm the principles of the International Bill of Rights and the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (1990).  
a. Art. 1 of the Charter states (a) all people have the right to self-determination and control over their natural wealth and resources and, accordingly, have the right to freely determine the form of their political structure and to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.  (b) Racism, zionism, occupation and foreign domination pose a challenge to human dignity and constitute a fundamental obstacle to the realization of the basic rights of peoples. There is a need to condemn and endeavor to eliminate all such practices. 
Art. 1 Islamic Fundamentals
A. The Hammurapi Code (2500BC) from Mesopotamia, in what is now Iraq, is the oldest known codification of law, King Hammurapi, the exalted prince, who feared God wrote, to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong should not harm the weak; I did right and righteousness in, and brought about the well-being of the oppressed. Righteous law, and pious statute did I teach the land.  I was not negligent, but I made them a peaceful abiding-place.  In my shelter I have let them repose in peace; in my deep wisdom have I enclosed them.  In order to protect the widows and orphans, in order to bespeak justice in the land, to settle all disputes, and heal all injuries, set up these my precious words, written upon my memorial stone, before the image of me, as king of righteousness.  Let my name be ever repeated; let the oppressed, who has a case at law, come and stand before this my image as king of righteousness; let him read the inscription, and understand my precious words: the inscription will explain his case to him; he will find out what is just, and his heart will be glad, so that he will say: "Hammurapi is a ruler, who is as a father to his subjects”.  In future time, through all coming generations, let the king, who may be in the land, observe the words of righteousness which I have written on my monument; let him rule his subjects accordingly, speak justice to them, give right decisions, root out the miscreants and criminals from this land, and grant prosperity to his subjects.

B.  Islamic law, Shari’a, is the most governmental of all contemporary religious faiths.  There is however great latitude for interpretation of the Qur’an and to ensure that the rule of law is founded in human rights rather than human sacrifice the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (1990) was drafted as a Muslim 10 Commandments to supplement interpretations of Basic Human Rights in Islam whereby All human beings form one family whose members are united by submission to God and descent from Adam.  All men are equal in terms of basic human dignity and basic obligations and responsibilities, without any discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, language, sex, religious belief, political affiliation, social status or other considerations.  The division of human beings into nations, races, groups and tribes is for the sake of distinction, so that people of one race or tribe may meet and be acquainted with people belonging to another race or tribe and co-operate with one another thereby establishing the principle of equality of the entire human race. True faith is the guarantee for enhancing such dignity along the path to human perfection.  
C. Equality is exemplified by the Prophet in one of his sayings: "No Arab has any superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over a black man, or the black man any superiority over the white man, the white man any superiority over the black man or any non-Arab superiority over an Arab. We are all the children of Adam, and Adam was created from clay." The Prophet (blessings of Allah and peace be upon him) alone liberated as many as 63 slaves. The number of slaves freed by ‘ice was 67; Abbes liberated 70; Bad Allah bin Omar liberated one thousand; Bad al-Rohm purchased freedom for thirty thousand, and Saddam Hussein is rumored to have liberated as many as 100,000 the government could no longer provide food.  The problem of the slaves of Arabia has thus been solved for 1400 years. Today, prisoners of war are exchanged on the cessation of hostilities.  Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah…Allah has promised those among them who believe and do good, forgiveness and a great reward (Victory 48:29)
D. Of mankind, we have created you from a male and female. In other words, all human beings are brothers and sisters. We are all the descendants from one father and one mother. We set you up as nations and tribes so that you may be able to recognize each other (Chambers: 49:13).  If two parties of the believers quarrel, make peace between them; but if one of them acts wrongfully towards the other, fight that which acts wrongfully until it returns to Allah's command; then if it returns, make peace between them with justice and act equitably; surely Allah loves those who act equitably (49.9). Co-operate with one another for virtue and heedfulness and not co-operate with one another for the purpose of vice and aggression (5:2). O you who believe! Be upright for Allah, bearers of witness with justice, and let not hatred of a people incite you not to act equitably; act equitably, that is nearer to piety (5:8) The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His apostle and strive to make mischief in the land is only this, that they should be (removed from power)…imprisoned; this shall be as a disgrace for them in this world, and in the hereafter they shall have a grievous chastisement (5.33)  Except those who repent before you have them in your power; so know that Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (Dinner Table 5:34) And, O my people! give full measure and weight fairly, and defraud not men their things, and do not act corruptly in the land, making mischief (11:85) And your Lord will most surely pay back to all their deeds in full (11.111). Those who are patient and do good, they shall have forgiveness and a great reward (11.11).And say to those who do not believe: Act according to your state; surely we too are acting. (Holy Prophet 11:121) 
E. Life is a God-given gift and the right to life is guaranteed to every human being.  It is the duty of individuals, societies and states to protect this right from any violation, and it is prohibited to take away life and it is forbidden to resort to such means as may result in the genocidal annihilation of mankind. “Do not kill a soul which Allah has made sacred." (6:151). They are lost indeed who kill their children foolishly without knowledge… forging a lie against Allah; they have indeed gone astray, and they are not the followers of the right course (6:140). Your people call it a lie and it is the very truth. Say: I am not placed in charge of you (Cattle 6:66)  Whosoever kills a human being is thought he had killed all mankind.  Whoever saves a life is though to have saved the lives of all mankind. (Dinner Table 5:32).   

F. Bring forth your people from utter darkness into light and remind them of the days of Allah; most surely there are signs in this for every patient, grateful one (14:5). This is a sufficient exposition for the people and that they may be warned thereby, and that they may know that He is One God and that those possessed of understanding may mind (Abraham 14:52).  Has there come to you information about the honored guests of Ibrahim (51:42)? When they entered upon him, they said: Peace. Peace, said he, a strange people (Scatterers 51.25).When Abraham was an old man he wisely saw to it that his son married to have children of his own, whereas it is unto thy seed will I give this land (Genesis 24:7). The Bible reminds us both of our common heritage and that people often do strange things because they believe that God, the Lord, or Allah, for that matter, tells them to.  For instance, Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old (Genesis 21:4). Abraham was so prone to his belief that he needed to be spared from making a human sacrifice of his son by the Angel of the Lord who arrived at the last minute to say, “Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him…I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast hearkened to My voice” (Gen 22:12-17-18). 
G. At the Sermon on the Mount Jesus Christ elaborated "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Mathew 5:1-12)
H. God said to Moses, 'Come up to Me, to the mountain, and remain there. I will give you the stone tablets, the Torah and the commandment that I have written for [the people's] instruction.'" (Exodus 24:12). It was during the six weekdays that God made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. God therefore blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. Honor your father and mother. You will then live long on the land that God your Lord is giving you. Do not commit murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not testify as a false witness against your neighbor. Do not be envious of your neighbor's house. Do not be envious of your neighbor's wife, his slave, his maid, his ox, his donkey, or anything else that is your neighbor's." (Exodus 20)  The 10 Commandments, that were twice written in tablets of clay as Moses was so angry with his people he destroyed the first draft, are: 
1. I am the LORD; thou shalt not have any other Gods 
2. Thou shalt not make any image of me, bow to it or worship it 

3. Thou shalt not take thy LORD's name in vain. 

4. Keep (and remember!) the day of Sabbath 

5. Honor thy father and mother 

6. Thou shalt not murder 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery 

8. Thou shalt no steal 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness or kidnap
10. Thou shalt not covet thy fellow-man's wife, house, or anything that is his. 

I. O you who believe! be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness of Allah's sake…if he be rich or poor (Women 4:135)  Anyone who asks for help and anyone who is suffering from deprivation has a right to share in the property and wealth of those who are not; irrespective of whether they belong to this or to that nation, to this or to that country, to this or to that race, or to this or that religion. If one is in a position to help and a needy person asks for help or if one comes to know that they are in need, then it is one's duty to help them.  This day every soul shall be rewarded for what it has earned (40:17).  Whoever does good, whether male or female, shall enter the garden, in which they shall be given sustenance without measure (Believer 40:40).  In their property is a portion due to him who begs (51:19)  And in your own souls (too); will you not then see (51:21)? In the heaven is your sustenance (Scatterers 51:22) Successful indeed are the believers (23:1) Who are humble in their prayers (23:2) And who keep aloof from what is vain (23:3) And who are givers of poor-rate (Believers 23:4) 
Art. 2 Territorial Disputes 

A. Article 2(4) of the UN Charter states, 

“All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.  

There are 5 major cartographic disputes that have yet to be resolved; 

1. The Armenian Christian Nagorno-Karabakh Enclave in Azerbaijan;

2. Kashmir border dispute betweeh China, Pakistan and Jammu-Kashmir, India;

3. Kurdistan; borders disputes with Armenia, Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey;

4. Palestine; the State of Palestine has yet to be officially recognized by the CIA World Fact Book and UNDP Human Development Report of 2006 that shall update the data tables from 2003.

B. The CIA World Fact Book reports that there are 16 minor cartographic disputes recognized by the CIA World Fact Book in the MECA;

1. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are negotiating maritime boundary with Iran;

2. UAE is engaged in direct talks with Arab League support to resolve disputes over Iran's occupation of Lesser and Greater Tub islands and Abu Muse island;

3. Eritrea protests Yemeni fishing around the Hamish islands awarded to Eritrea by the ICJ in 1999;  

4. Nomadic groups on the border region with Yemen resist the demarcation of a boundary;
5. Because the treaties have not been made public, the exact alignment of the boundary with the UAE is still unknown and labeled approximate;

6. Kazakh & China & Afghanistan & Pakistan are working to delimit their large open borders to control population migration, illegal activities, and trade; 
7. Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Russia have signed an equidistant treaty regarding the Caspian Sea; Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Iran have yet to sign the treaty;
8. Kazakhstan has come to no resolution of Caspian seabed boundary with Turkmenistan;
9. Kyrgyzstan disputes in Sara Valley delay completion of delimitation with Tajikistan; 
10. Prolonged regional drought creates water-sharing difficulties for Mau Daryl river states of Afghanistan and Tajikistan;
11. Talks have begun between Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to define and delimit border; 
12. An ICJ decision is expected to resolve the dispute between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan over sovereignty over Caspian oilfields; 
13. Demarcation of land boundary between Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan is underway - maritime boundary not resolved; 
14. Armed stand-off with India over the status and sovereignty of Kashmir continues 
15. India objects to Pakistan ceding lands to China in 1965 boundary agreement that India believes are part of disputed Kashmir; 
16. Disputes between Pakistan and India over the Indus River water sharing and the terminus of the Ran of Ketch, which prevents maritime boundary delimitation.     
17. Western Sahara struggling for independence in Southern Morocco.  The small population of 256,000 has not yet become fully independent although the United Nations brokered a cease-fire in 1991 calls for a referendum.  
18. Libya claims about 32,000 sq km in a dormant dispute still reflected on its maps in southeastern Algeria; 
19. Libya has claimed about 25,000 sq km in Niger in currently dormant disputes; 
20 Armed bandits based in Mali attack southern Algerian towns; 
21. The Algeria – Morocco border remains closed over mutual claims of harboring militants, arms smuggling;
22. Various Chadian rebels from the Ouzo region reside in southern Libya

C. In 2006 USAID currently has 13 missions and a budget of $1.4 billion plus $576 million for the former Soviet Republics of Central Asia and the Caucuses under 22USC(32)§2295.  For the sake of sanity USAID must create a Bureau for the MECA from the North African, Middle Eastern and Central Asian AOR of the Bureau for Asia and the Near East (ANE Asylum) that is so large as to be insulting to the intelligence.  
D. There are three foreign military occupations in the region, Palestine, Afghanistan and Iraq Two nations – Afghanistan & Iraq - remain partially subjugated by the foreign military occupation of the US Armed Forces under the hypocritical Operations Enduring “Freedom” and Iraqi “Freedom” however through UN mandates, constitutional conferences and democratic referendums their sovereignty is undisputed and both the invaders and Allah have promised those among them who believe and do good, forgiveness and a great reward (Victory 48:29).  The conqueror asks, surely we have given to you a clear victory (Victory 48.1)?  However victory is not complete until the occupying forces have left the region and are impeached for their crimes under Afghanistan & Iraq v. USA HA-29-5-06.  Reparations have been made in full to Iraq in the Madrid Conference and the US is estimated to owe another $10 billion to Afghanistan after the London Conference.  Both nations  should now be able afford their own security and it is time to begin withdrawing a large percentage of foreign troops and for the repatriation of prisoners of war pursuant to 132-135 of the Hammurapi Code (2500 BC) that states, If…a man is taken prisoner in war, (he is released so long as he is held blameless) and there is a sustenance in his house. If any one be captured in war and there is not sustenance in his house 24… assures then shall the community pay…their relatives.  

1.   Palestinian Human Development Report of 2004 reports a population of 3,762, GNP of $4.169 billion and per capita of $1,226.  In 2003 Occupied Palestine is reported to have received 971.6 million, however estimates for 2004 are as low as $450 million.  Due to non humanitarian sanctions against Hamas a figure of $750 million is sought for Official Development Assistance in 2006.  

a. Resolution 181 (II) (1947) partitioned Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state, with Jerusalem as a corpus separatum (independent international regime).  However the Arabs started a war against Israel and was soundly defeated on several occasions leaving the Palestinians stateless. Oslo II was signed at the White House on September 28, 1995 reinforcing the contemporary map of Palestinian Territory and reaffirming the right of Palestinian self governance.  
b. Palestine constitutes an important part of the Arab World and the Alexandra Protocol was signed at Farouq University on Saturday, Shawwal 20th, 1363 (October 7th 1944) to provide for the achievement of independence for Palestine as a permanent Arab right. One of the objectives of the Charter of the Organization of the Islamic Conference held in Jeddah from 14 to 18 Muharram, 1392H (29 February - 4 March, 1972); (30 members) is to coordinate efforts for the safeguarding of the Holy Places and support of the struggle of the people of Palestine, to help them regain their rights and liberate their land.  
c. The fulfillment of the Palestinian Draft Constitution of 2001 has been the focus of the Palestinian Authority in the roadmap.  
d. In nearly every Communiqué the Organization of Islamic Conferences holds Israel responsible for military attacks on Palestinians for which the ICJ mandates restitution in the Advisory Opinion regarding the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territories No. 131 of 9 July 2004 that ordered the removal of the wall and is analyzed with consideration for ODA in the Will of the Palestinian People HA-11-11-04
e. Election of Hamas, a political party on the EU and US list of terrorist organizations, has led to widespread sanctions against assistance to Palestine that was estimated at $450 million in 2004 and $900 million in 2003 is targeted to reach $1 billion this 2006 on the way to $1.2 billion.  It is hoped that Hamas will alleviate these sanctions by publicly taking the pledge of non violence and respect for the State of Israel at the end of Ohio Israeli Bond Sale HA-24-2-06.  
e. This 2006 it is time for UNDP and the CIA to officially account for the state of Palestine guided by the Palestinian Human Development Report of 2004 

2. Afghanistan had 29,928,987 inhabitants, a GDP of $215 billion and per capita of $800 on 10 January 2006.  Afghanistan is the least economically developed country in the region.  In 2003 ODA was estimated at $1,553 million, from March 2005-2006 international development assistance was estimated at $4,921 million for March 2005-2006, $3,053 million from the US. 
a. After the London Conference on Afghanistan international development assistance available for Afghanistan National Development Strategy from March 2006 increased to $10,500 million, $4 billion from the US.  The US owes another $8 billion for reparations and reconstruction before settling into 50 years at a rate of $1.6 billion annually.  
b. The Afghanistan Compact of 31 January 2006 directs the full implementation of the Bonn Agreement through the adoption of a new constitution in January 2004, and the holding of presidential elections in October 2004 and National Assembly and Provincial Council elections in September 2005, which have enabled Afghanistan to regain its rightful place in the international community.

c. The United Nations the Security Council decided  to extend the authorization of the International Security Assistance Force, for a period of twelve months beyond 13 October 2005 under SCRes. 1623 of 13 September 2005.
d. Afghan vital statistics are alarming with a 4.77% growth rate, the highest in the region.  They also have the highest birth rate with 47.01 per 1,000 birth rate, more disturbing is the 20.75 per 1,000 death rate that is more than twice as high as the next nation in the region. The average life expectancy is only 42.9 years, the lowest in all of Asia, on par with many African nations.  Large numbers of returning refugees have pushed migration in to the fabulously high rate of 2.1%.  Afghanistan has the lowest quality of health care in the Middle East that is on par with many African nations.  Projects are in place to address Infectious diseases that are responsible for the majority of morbidity and mortality in Afghanistan. Diarrhea, acute respiratory infections and vaccine preventable diseases account for 60% of deaths.  The Ministry of Public Health has extended basic coverage from 5% to 77% of the population.  

e. For sustainable development in the health sector and to eliminate the colonial treason of international armed forces against the cultivators of the medicinal opium poppy and people in general, while eliminating the illicit trade in opium and heroin to the satisfaction of the international community it is imperative that a National Opium Agency be founded within the Ministry of Public Health to license cultivators and market the product to pharmaceutical industries pursuant to the quotas of the International Narcotic Board under Art. 23 & 24 of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs as explained in the extraordinarily liberal Bank Afghanistan Day (BAD). 
3. Iraq is estimated to have a population of 36,074,906, GDP of $94.11 and per capita of $3,400 in 2006.  The economic growth rate is estimated at 2.4%.  Iraq was compensated $33 billion in the Madrid Conference of 2003 mentioned in Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 24 of resolution 1483 (2003) and is sustained by the sale of oil by the State so the administration of this assistance was estimated at only $2,265 million and for 2006 the administration of ODA, from the fund is estimated at only $1,650.  The greatest opportunity Iraq has of improving their macroeconomic performance is to invest in the oil refining and processing industry to produce a skilled and more educated workforce that fully capitalizes upon the natural and human resources of the country.
a. The Human Rights Committee is requested in Afghanistan & Iraq v. USA HA-29-5-06 to assure compliance with the repatriation of prisoners of war and accounting for the casualties of war to proceed towards the conclusion of the Multi-National Forces mandate for Iraq disputed in Security Council Resolution 1637 (2005) that was distributed on 11 November 2005.
b. On 22 July 2003 Saddam Hussein’s son’s Odai and Qusai Hussein were killed in a shootout with U.S. forces, the father was reported to have said that this was “good news” because they were martyrs. Saddam Hussein was captured Saturday, December 13 2003 at about 8:30 PM local in a cellar in the town of ad-Duar, which is some 15 kilometers south of Tikrit. The international community, who at first despised Saddam for his wars with Iran and Kuwait, came to appreciate him as having reformed with the counsel of the UN Security Council before he was ruthlessly attacked, his sons assassinated and ultimately incarcerated.  It is sad that he cannot live in the community within walking distance from the Tribunal so the Iraqi people can account for his crimes in freedom.

c. Coalition forces have an estimated 6,000-10,000 Iraqis, and hundreds of foreigners detained as prisoners of war.  These prisoners of war need to be transferred over the competent Iraqi authorities for trial.   

d. It is hoped that Iraq will take full control of their sovereign nation and find the independence to send home the vast majority of US troops leaving only one or two US military bases with not more than an arbitrary 25,000 completely voluntary peacekeepers.  In the Interim it is however hoped that US troops will be sent home unit by unit and new Reservists will not be called into active duty.  It is hoped that only a few soldiers dedicated to Iraqi culture, the Arabic language and the laws of the Republic of Iraq will remain Afghanistan & Iraq v. USA HA-20-12-05
E.  Kurdistan and Kashmir are involved in multiparty disputes regarding Independence that have not yet been satisfactorily resolved.  

1. The population of Kurdistan in 2000 was estimated at 36,200,000 comprised of 51%, 18.4 million in Turkey, 24.8% of the 65.9 million population; 24%, 9 million in Iran, 12.6% of the 73.9 million population; 17%, 6.4 million in Iraq 24% of the 26.5 million population,; 4.4%, 1.6 million in Syria, 9.2% of the 17.2 million population – 36.2 million.  Although not very accurate as the result of not knowing how much economic inequality Kurdish nationals suffer their average per capita income can be estimated at $6,250 and GDP derived therfrom of $225 billion.  It is hoped that UNDP will account for ODA to the Kurdish Government and Permanent Observer Mission.

a. Kurdistan is politically fairly well developed in Iraq thanks to the autonomy granted to the Constitution of the Iraqi Kurdish Autonomous Region that has increased with Interim and elected government after the war with the USA.    
b. The Treaty of Sevres (signed August 10, 1921) anticipated an independent Kurdish state to cover large portions of the former Ottoman Kurdistan; France and Britain divided up Ottoman Kurdistan between Turkey, Syria and Iraq.  

c. However the Treaty of Lausanne (signed June 24, 1923) formalized this division and totally neglected to mention the Kurdish.  
d. This oversight left 27% of the region’s population stateless.  It is hoped that UNDP and the CIA World Fact Book will account for the Kurdish People under that name and keep their rudimentary statistics separate from the total so that $100
2. The Kashmir border dispute between China, Pakistan and Jammu-Kashmir, India has been recognized by the UN Security Council India & Pakistan UNCIP ruling of 13 Aug 1948.  Kashmir came into being as a single political and geographical entity following the Treaty of Amristar between the British Government and Gulab singh signed on March 16, 1846. 
a. The Treaty handed over the control of the Kashmir State to the Dogra ruler of Jammu who had earlier annexed Ladakh. Thus a new State comprising three distinct religions of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh was formed with Maharaja Gulab Singh as its founder ruler. 

b. The feudal dispensation in the State, however, was too harsh for the people to live under and towards the end of a hundred years of this rule when their Indian brethren were fighting for independence from the British under the inspiring leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru.  

c. The Kashmiris led by a towering personality, the Sher-I-Kashmir Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, rose against the autocracy to uphold the ideals of secularism, equality, democracy and brotherhood. 

d. India does not recognize Pakistan's ceding historic Kashmir lands to China in 1964.  
e. In 2004, India and Pakistan resurveyed a portion of the disputed boundary in Sir Creek estuary at the mouth of the Rann of Kutch. Pakistani maps continue to show Junagadh claim in Indian Gujarat State. 
F. Two nations have contemporary economic disputes of merit.  

1. Yemen with a population of 20,727,063, GDP of $17.2 billion and Afghanistan with a population of 29,928,987 and GDP of $21.5 billion are disputed in the CIA World Fact Book as to which is the poorest nation in the region.  The WHO per capita income estimate of $1,556 for Yemen and only $417 for Afghanistan paints a more realistic picture.  
a. The average life expectancy in Yemen 62 years and in Afghanistan only 43.  Infant mortality is also much less in Yemen with only 62 per 1,000 than in Afghanistan where there are 163 deaths of children under 5 per 1,000.    

b. It can however be assumed that Yemen suffers from extreme poverty with 45.2% of the population living below the poverty line.   The literacy rate is only 50.2%.  Government revenues are satisfactory with $5.6 billion in revenues and 5.7 billion. 

c. Yemen clearly needs to develop their private sector through short basic literacy,  vocational, technical and scientific education programs with licensing exams for adults and free and compulsory primary education for all children.   

2. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is the wealthiest nation in the region.  UAE has a population of 2,563,212, GDP of $74.5 billion and per capita income of $29,100.  

a. The UAE manages an extensive list of Ports and Free Zones at www.mesteel.com has entered into an interesting dispute with the United States in regards to the management of a 6 major US ports.  Although the UAE is reported to have donated $100 million to the Hurricane Katrina victims US Congress is highly displeased with the though of letting a nation with ties to 9-11 take over part of our port operations in many of our largest ports.
b. In a rare threat to use his veto power, President Bush said Tuesday he will stop any legislation that attempts to prevent the purchase by Dubai Ports World a United Arab Emirates-owned firm of the London-based P&O Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Co., which runs six major U.S. ports, that is to be confirmed by the Court .  Bush promised the deal should go forward and won't jeopardize U.S. security. 
c. The acquisition by DP World of The Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company (“P&O”) is a global deal covering 30 terminals in eighteen countries, ferries, and property interests at an acquisition cost of $6.85 billion. The U.S. assets represent less than 10% of this portfolio. It is not only unreasonable but also impractical to suggest that the closing of this entire global transaction should be delayed.  DP World promises not exercise control over, or otherwise influence the management of, P&O’s U.S. operations pending the outcome of these further discussions.

d. The US has no legitimate relations with the UAE the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs Appropriations Act (HR 3057) and the Foreign Relations Committee should definitely seek to strengthen relations with the UAE in hopes of eliminating all discrimination between the US and Muslim nations.  The US must not impede the sale to the UAE but in fact must legislate the transaction with utmost consideration for the maintenance of the status quo in regards to the management and employees of these international transit points.
e. Since the foundation of UAE in 1971, the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development has given about $5.2 billion in aid to 56 countries (2004).  HDR reports UAE received $5.2 million in foreign assistance in 2003 this is however probably not true.  It is hoped that UAE will contribute $250 million in 2006, 0.3% of their GDP, $159 million.  And be joined by the other first world nations in the region.  It is hoped that the legislatures of the US and UAE will join together to improve the quality and reduce the quantity of US foreign assistance to the Middle East through the rule of law with consideration for the principle of equal rights and self determination of peoples.
Part II Regional Organizations

Art. 3 Organization of the Islamic Conference
A. The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) is an intergovernmental organization of 56 states.  OIC was founded in 1969 with the 1st Islamic Conference of Kings and Heads of State, that meets every 3 years followed by the 1st Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers in 1970, that convenes annually.  The OIC Charter was drafted in 1972; under Article II A its purpose is;
1. to consolidate cooperation among Member States in the economic, social, cultural, scientific and other vital fields of activities, and to carry out consultations among Member States in international organizations; 
2. to endeavor to eliminate racial [religious] segregation, discrimination and to eradicate colonialism in all its forms; 
3. to take necessary measures to support international peace and security founded on justice; 
4. to coordinate efforts for the safeguarding of the Holy Places 

5. and support of the struggle of the people of Palestine to regain their rights and liberate their land; 
6. to back the struggle of all Muslim people with a view to preserving their dignity, independence and national rights; 
7. to create a suitable atmosphere for the promotion of cooperation and understanding among Member States and other countries. 

Art. 4 Islamic Development Bank

A. The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Group provides financial and legal backing to the (OIC) member states.  The Islamic Development Bank is an international financial institution established in pursuance of the Declaration of Intent issued by the Conference of Finance Ministers of Muslim Countries held in December 1973.  
1. The purpose of the Bank is to foster the economic development and social progress of member countries and Muslim communities individually as well as jointly in accordance with the principles of Shania’s i.e., Islamic Law.  
2. The functions of the Bank are to participate in equity capital and grant loans for productive projects and enterprises besides providing financial assistance to member countries in other forms for economic and social development.  
3. The bank is backed with six billion Islamic diners (roughly $3 billion) divided into 600,000 shares of 10,000 each.    

Art. 5 League of Arab States
A. The Arab League is the oldest regional organization within the NAME that represents the 22 Arab nations from Morocco in the west to Syria in the north, to Iraq in the east.  The League was founded in 1945 by the Charter of the Arab League. Under Article 2 the league has as its purpose the strengthening of relations between the member state, the coordination of the policies in order to achieve cooperation between them and to safeguard their independence and sovereignty. 
B. The 22 member States of the League of Arab States are (1) Jordan, (2) United Arab Emirates, (3) Bahrain, (4) Tunisia, (5) Algeria, (6) Djibouti. (7) Saudi Arabia, (8) Sudan, (9) Syrian Arab Republic, (10) Somalia, (11) Iraq, (12) Oman, (13) Palestine, (14) Qatar, (15) Comoros, (16) Kuwait, (17) Lebanon, (18) Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, (19) Egypt, (20)                               Morocco, (21) Mauritania and (22) Yemen.  

C. Under Article 6 of the Charter, in case of aggression or threat of aggression by one state against a member state, the state, which has been attacked or threatened with aggression, may demand the immediate convocation of the Arab League Council. The Joint Defense and Economic Cooperation Treaty between the League of Arab States confirms their desire to settle their international disputes by peaceful means whether the dispute concerns relations amongst themselves or with other powers.  Arab League members are called to jointly or singly go to the defense of a member who has been attacked and should contact the Arab League and UN Security Council to keep these counsels informed and able to participate in the peacekeeping.
D. The Arab Charter of Human Rights (1997) states in its preamble, “Given the Arab nation's belief in human dignity since God honored it by making the Arab World the cradle of religions and the birthplace of civilizations which confirmed its right to a life of dignity based on freedom, justice and peace”.  Article 1 states (a) all people have the right to self-determination and control over their natural wealth and resources and, accordingly, have the right to freely determine the form of their political structure and to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.  

E. The Declaration Pan-Arab Free Trade Area, Economic and Social Council’s Resolution No. 1317-OS of 19 February 1997 appreciates the effort to facilitate and develop inter-Arab trade with a view to establishing a Pan-Arab Free Trade Area that keeps pace with the conditions and needs of all Arab States, consistent with the provisions of the World Trade Organization, preserves Arab States, economic interests, and develops economic and trade relations amongst Arab States and between them and the outside world, and constitutes the first practical step towards the creation of an Arab Economic Bloc that will have standing in the world economic arena.  Wherefore it was declared that within 10 years from 1 January 1998 there would be a Pan-Arab Free Trade Area. 
F. Secretary General Amre Moussa of the Arab League of States hailed the final communiqué issued by the 26th Summit which concluded activities 20-12-05 in Abu Dhabi.  The final communiqué tackled all issues of concern to the States of the Gulf and the entire Arab Region, pointing out terrorism and boosting cooperation between the Gulf States as prominently contributing to the process of development t in the region.   The League’s approach in dealing with the current Arab issues, such as Iraq, the Palestinian Cause, Syria, Lebanon, or Sudan has been to accentuate the Arab consent of all such issues, which would support the Arab States and Arab League in their bids to settle them. On the other hand Israel must join the non proliferation treaty in order for the Middle East region to be free of weapons of mass destruction.  This demand has always been reflected in the resolutions of the Arab Summit and the International Community and the Israeli nuclear dossier should be dealt with as seriously as the Iranian dossier. 

Art. 6. Union du Maghreb Arabe 

A. A total of 153 million people live in 6,009,590 sq km in 7 North Africa states, including Western Sahara that needs a referendum to gain independence from Morocco.  North Africa is 99% Arab Muslim.  Thanks to membership in the African Union, the Arabic language, Islam and a fairly equal standard of living the North African states have consolidated their economies into a Common Market, or Amah, called the Union du Maghreb Arabe  (UMA) with the Traite Instituant L’union du Maghreb Arabe signed in 1989 in Marrakech.  

1. The objective of the Union is to join the Arab economies and a number of treaties have normalized agriculture, tariffs and banking between member nations in 1991.  

2. UMA however conducts most of its business in the French and Arabic languages and English Speaking Arab Egypt remains aloof from the organization.  

3. Egypt is highly recommended to join the UMA to improve the union and accountability of the Arab people in North Africa with the objective of improving the production of export goods and per capita GDP.  

4. Regional government founded upon peace, free market principles and transparent and open borders throughout North Africa offer to promote good governance and individual economic performance through the region.  

B. All 7 North Africa states have a combined GDP of $656.8 billion with a regional international trade surplus;

1. A per capita income of between $1,900 in Mauritania and $7,600 in Libya;

2. Total North African government revenues totaled $74.8 billion; 

3. Total North African government expenditures totaled $74.2 billion;

4. Exports amount to an estimated $52.9 billion a year, about half of this is   petroleum however the region is an important manufacturer of metal, chemical and petroleum products and textiles and an exporter of many specialized agricultural products;  

5. North Africa imports an estimated $51.8 billion a year, the primarily food products, communication technology and industrial machinery;

6. Total military expenditure is $9.36 billion.   

C. The French colonized Morocco, Mauritania, Libya, Algeria and Tunisia from 1860-1962.  The Ottoman Turks ruled Egypt from 1517 to 1882 when Britain seized control of the government ostensibly to protect their investments and paid allegiance to the Ottoman Turks until the end of World War I, at the end of World War II Egypt was granted its independence.  Members states are striving to create a joint Border that upholds the 1991 Agreement on Tariffs of the Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA).  
Part III North Africa
Art. 7 Algeria
After a century of rule by France, Algeria became independent in 1962.  The surprising first round success of the fundamentalist FIS (Islamic Salvation Front) party in the December 1991 balloting caused the army to intervene, crack down on the FIS, and postpone the subsequent elections. The fundamentalist response has resulted in a continuous low-grade civil conflict with the secular state apparatus, which nonetheless has allowed elections featuring pro-government and moderate religious-based parties. The FIS's armed wing, the Islamic Salvation Army, disbanded in January 2000 and many armed militants of other groups surrendered under an amnesty program designed to promote national reconciliation. Nevertheless, small numbers of armed militants persist in confronting government forces and carrying out isolated attacks on villages and other types of terrorist attacks. Other concerns include Berber unrest, large-scale unemployment, a shortage of housing, and the need to diversify the petroleum-based economy. 
The hydrocarbons sector is the backbone of the economy, accounting for roughly 60% of budget revenues, 30% of GDP, and over 95% of export earnings. Algeria has the fifth-largest reserves of natural gas in the world and is the second-largest gas exporter; it ranks 14th in oil reserves. Algeria's financial and economic indicators improved during the mid-1990s, in part because of policy reforms supported by the IMF and debt rescheduling from the Paris Club. Algeria's finances in 2000-03 benefited from substantial trade surpluses, record foreign exchange reserves, and reductions in foreign debt.

Algeria has four international disputes; 1. Libya claims about 32,000 sq km in a dormant dispute still reflected on its maps in southeastern Algeria; 2. armed bandits based in Mali attack southern Algerian towns; 3. the border with Morocco remains closed over mutual claims of harboring militants, arms smuggling; 4. Algeria supports the exiled Sahrawi Polisario Front and rejects Moroccan administration of Western Sahara.
Art. 8 Egypt

The regularity and richness of the annual Nile River flood, coupled with semi-isolation provided by deserts to the east and west, allowed for the development of one of the world's great civilizations. A unified kingdom arose circa 3200 B.C. and a series of dynasties ruled in Egypt for the next three millennia. The last native dynasty fell to the Persians in 341 B.C., who in turn were replaced by the Greeks, Romans, and Byzantines. It was the Arabs who introduced Islam and the Arabic language in the 7th century and who ruled for the next six centuries. A local military caste, the Mamluks took control about 1250 and continued to govern after the conquest of Egypt by the Ottoman Turks in 1517. Following the completion of the Suez Canal in 1869, Egypt became an important world transportation hub, but also fell heavily into debt. Ostensibly to protect its investments, Britain seized control of Egypt's government in 1882, but nominal allegiance to the Ottoman Empire continued until 1914. Partially independent from the UK in 1922, Egypt acquired full sovereignty following World War II. The completion of the Aswan High Dam in 1971 and the resultant Lake Nasser have altered the time-honored place of the Nile River in the agriculture and ecology of Egypt. A rapidly growing population (the largest in the Arab world), limited arable land, and dependence on the Nile all continue to overtax resources and stress society. The government has struggled to ready the economy for the new millennium through economic reform and massive investment in communications and physical infrastructure.

Egypt improved its macroeconomic performance throughout most of the last decade by following IMF advice on fiscal, monetary, and structural reform policies. As a result, Egypt managed to tame inflation, slash budget deficits, and attract more foreign investment. In the past four years, however, the pace of reform has slackened, and excessive spending on national infrastructure projects has widened budget deficits again. Lower foreign exchange earnings since 1998 resulted in pressure on the Egyptian pound and periodic dollar shortages. Monetary pressures have increased since 11 September 2001 because of declines in tourism and Suez Canal tolls, and Egypt has devalued the pound several times in the past year. The development of a gas export market is a major bright spot for future growth prospects. In the short term, regional tensions will continue to affect tourism and hold back prospects for economic expansion.

Egypt and Sudan retain claims to administer the triangular areas that extend north and south of the 1899 Treaty boundary along the 22nd Parallel, but have withdrawn their military presence - Egypt is economically developing the "Hala'ib triangle" north of the Treaty line.  As this treaty seems to be settling Egypt cannot be considered to have any international disputes although their reluctance to join the Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA) requires scrutiny.
Art. 9 Libya
Libya claimed independence from Italy on December 24, 1951.  Since he took power in a 1969 military coup, Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-QADHAFI has espoused his own political system - a combination of socialism and Islam - which he calls the Third International Theory. Viewing himself as a revolutionary leader, he used oil funds during the 1970s and 1980s to promote his ideology outside Libya, even supporting subversives and terrorists abroad to hasten the end of Marxism and capitalism. Libyan military adventures failed, e.g., the prolonged foray of Libyan troops into the Ouzo Strip in northern Chad was finally repulsed in 1987. Libyan support for terrorism decreased after UN sanctions were imposed in 1992. Those sanctions were suspended in April 1999 and in 2003 Libya paid reparations for the Lockerbie passenger airline bombing.

The socialist-oriented economy depends primarily upon revenues from the oil sector, which contribute practically all export earnings and about one-quarter of GDP. These oil revenues and a small population give Libya one of the highest per capita GDPs in Africa, but little of this income flows down to the lower orders of society. Import restrictions and inefficient resource allocations have led to periodic shortages of basic goods and foodstuffs. The non-oil manufacturing and construction sectors, which account for about 20% of GDP, have expanded from processing mostly agricultural products to include the production of petrochemicals, iron, steel, and aluminum. Climatic conditions and poor soils severely limit agricultural output, and Libya imports about 75% of its food. Higher oil prices in the last three years led to an increase in export revenues, which has improved macroeconomic balances but has done little to stimulate broad-based economic growth. Libya is making slow progress toward economic liberalization and the upgrading of economic infrastructure, but truly market-based reforms will be slow in coming.

Libya has 3 international disputes; 1. Libya has claimed more than 32,000 sq km in southeastern Algeria; 2. Libya has claimed about 25,000 sq km in Niger; dormant; 3. various Chadian rebels from the Ouzo region reside in southern Libya
Art. 10 Mauritania

Independent from France in 1960, Mauritania annexed the southern third of the former Spanish Sahara (now Western Sahara) in 1976, but relinquished it after three years of raids by the Polisario guerrilla front seeking independence for the territory. Opposition parties were legalized and a new constitution approved in 1991. Two multiparty presidential elections since then were widely seen as flawed, but October 2001 legislative and municipal elections were generally free and open. Mauritania remains, in reality, a one-party state. The country continues to experience ethnic tensions between its black minority population and the dominant Maur (Arab-Berber) populace.

(E) Half the population still depends on agriculture and livestock for a livelihood, even though many of the nomads and subsistence farmers were forced into the cities by recurrent droughts in the 1970s and 1980s. Mauritania has extensive deposits of iron ore, which account for nearly 40% of total exports. The decline in world demand for this ore, however, has led to cutbacks in production. The nation's coastal waters are among the richest fishing areas in the world, but overexploitation by foreigners threatens this key source of revenue. The country's first deepwater port opened near Nouakchott in 1986. In the past, drought and economic mismanagement resulted in a buildup of foreign debt. In February 2000, Mauritania qualified for debt relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative and in December 2001 received strong support from donor and lending countries at a triennial Consultative Group review. In 2001, exploratory oil wells in tracts 80 km offshore indicated potential extraction at current world oil prices. A new investment code approved in December 2001 improved the opportunities for direct foreign investment. Ongoing negotiations with the IMF involve problems of economic reforms and fiscal discipline. Substantial oil production and exports probably will not begin until 2005.

(F) Mauritanian claims to Western Saharan have remained dormant and a formal renunciation of these claims should be signed.
Art. 11 Morocco
Morocco's long struggle for independence from France ended in 1956. The internationalized city of Tangier was turned over to the new country that same year. Morocco virtually annexed Western Sahara during the late 1970s, but final resolution on the status of the territory remains unresolved. Gradual political reforms in the 1990s resulted in the establishment of a bicameral legislature in 1997.
Morocco faces the problems typical of developing countries - restraining government spending, reducing constraints on private activity and foreign trade, and achieving sustainable economic growth. Following structural adjustment programs supported by the IMF, World Bank, and the Paris Club, the dirham is now fully convertible for current account transactions, and reforms of the financial sector have been implemented. Droughts depressed activity in the key agricultural sector and contributed to a stagnant economy in 1999 and 2000. During that time, however, Morocco reported large foreign exchange inflows from the sale of a mobile telephone license and partial privatization of the state-owned telecommunications company. Favorable rainfall in 2001 led to a growth of 6.5%. Good harvest conditions continued to support GDP growth in 2002. Formidable long-term challenges include: servicing the external debt; modernizing the industrial sector; preparing the economy for freer trade with the EU and US; and improving education and attracting foreign investment to boost living standards and job prospects for Morocco's youth.

Morocco has several international disputes; .1. Western Sahara is the greatest struggle facing Morocco and is reliant upon a United Nations brokered a cease-fire in 1991 for peace and is waiting for a Western Saharan democratic referendum regarding independence.  2. Morocco protests Spain's control over the coastal enclaves of Ceuta, Melilla, and    Penon de Velez de la Gomera, the islands of Penon de Alhucemas and Islas Chafarinas, and surrounding waters; 3. Morocco also rejected Spain's unilateral designation of a median line from the Canary Islands in 2002 to set limits to undersea resource exploration and refugee interdiction;  4. Morocco allowed Spanish fishermen to fish temporarily off the coast of Western Sahara after an oil spill soiled Spanish fishing grounds
Art. 12 Tunisia

Following independence from France in 1956, President Habib BOURGUIBA established a strict one-party state. He dominated the country for 31 years, repressing Islamic fundamentalism and establishing rights for women unmatched by any other Arab nation. In recent years, Tunisia has taken a moderate, non-aligned stance in its foreign relations. Domestically, it has sought to diffuse rising pressure for a more open political society.

Tunisia has a diverse economy, with important agricultural, mining, energy, tourism, and manufacturing sectors. Governmental control of economic affairs while still heavy has gradually lessened over the past decade with increasing privatization, simplification of the tax structure, and a prudent approach to debt. Real growth averaged 5.4% in 1997-2001 but slowed to 1.9% in 2002 because of agricultural drought, slow investment, and lackluster tourism. Increased rainfall portends higher growth levels for 2003, but continued regional tension from the war in Iraq will most likely continue to suppress tourism earnings. Tunisia has agreed to gradually remove barriers to trade with the European Union over the next decade. Broader privatization, further liberalization of the investment code to increase foreign investment, improvements in government efficiency, and reduction of the trade deficit are among the challenges for the future.
Art. 13 Western Sahara

Morocco virtually annexed the northern two-thirds of Western Sahara (formerly Spanish Sahara) in 1976, and the rest of the territory in 1979, following Mauritania's withdrawal. A guerrilla war with the Polisario Front contesting Rabat's sovereignty ended in a 1991 UN-brokered cease-fire; a UN-organized referendum on final status has been repeatedly postponed.
Western Sahara depends on pastoral nomadism, fishing, and phosphate mining as the principal sources of income for the population. The territory lacks sufficient rainfall for sustainable agricultural production, and most of the food for the urban population must be imported. All trade and other economic activities are controlled by the Moroccan Government. Moroccan energy interests in 2001 signed contracts to explore for oil off the coast of Western Sahara, which has angered the Polisario. Incomes and standards of living in Western Sahara are substantially below the Moroccan level.
Western Saharan sovereignty remains the central international dispute.  Morocco claims and administers Western Sahara, but sovereignty remains unresolved; a UN-administered cease-fire has remained in effect since September 1991, attempts to hold a referendum have failed and parties have rejected other proposals; Mauritanian claims to Western Sahara have been dormant in recent years; Western Saharan sovereignty remains contingent upon the successful passage of a referendum of voters and the maintenance of the cease fire as ordered in Security Council Resolution 1056 (1996).
Part IV Middle East

Art. 14 Armenia
Armenia prides itself on being the first nation to formally adopt Christianity (early 4th century). Despite periods of autonomy, over the centuries Armenia came under the sway of various empires including the Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Persian, and Ottoman. It was incorporated into Russia in 1828 and the USSR in 1920. Armenian leaders remain preoccupied by the long conflict with Muslim Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh, a primarily Armenian-populated region, assigned to Soviet Azerbaijan in the 1920s by Moscow. Armenia and Azerbaijan began fighting over the area in 1988; the struggle escalated after both countries attained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. The conflict led to the ethnic cleansing of the Kurdish population living near the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave.  By May 1994, when a cease-fire took hold, Armenian forces held not only Nagorno-Karabakh but also a significant portion of Azerbaijan proper. The economies of both sides have been hurt by their inability to make substantial progress toward a peaceful resolution.  Armenia supports ethnic Armenian secessionists in Nagorno-Karabakh and militarily occupies 16% of Azerbaijan.  In the Caucasus, the fledgling Armenian Republic, in the course of 1992-94 wiped out the entire Kurdish community of the former "Red Kurdistan." Having ethnically "cleansed" it, Armenia has effectively annexed Red Kurdistan's temtory that forms the land bridge between the Armenian enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia proper. The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) continues to mediate dispute and the border between Armenia and Turkey remains closed over Nagorno-Karabakh dispute.  

Under the old Soviet central planning system, Armenia had developed a modern industrial sector, supplying machine tools, textiles, and other manufactured goods to sister republics in exchange for raw materials and energy. Since the implosion of the USSR in December 1991, Armenia has switched to small-scale agriculture away from the large agroindustrial complexes of the Soviet era. The agricultural sector has long-term needs for more investment and updated technology. The privatization of industry has been at a slower pace, but has been given renewed emphasis by the current administration. Armenia is a food importer, and its mineral deposits (copper, gold, bauxite) are small. By 1994, however, the Armenian Government had launched an ambitious IMF-sponsored economic program that has resulted in positive growth rates in 1995-2002. Armenia also managed to slash inflation, stabilize the local currency (the dram), and privatize most small- and medium-sized enterprises. The chronic energy shortages Armenia suffered in the early and mid-1990s have been offset by the energy supplied by one of its nuclear power plants at Metsamor. Armenia is now a net energy exporter, although it does not have sufficient generating capacity to replace Metsamor, which is under international pressure to close. The electricity distribution system was privatized in 2002. Armenia's severe trade imbalance, which has decreased in recent years, has been offset somewhat by international aid.

To resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute Armenia will need to purchase the land from Azerbaijan for roughly $2 billion in recognition of the Azeri Naxcivan Autonomous Republic in Armenia and need to compensate Azerbaijan roughly $800 million for the 800,000 refugees they have to take care of as the result of the military invasion.  They will need to pay another $200 million for the ethnic cleansing of the Kurds and forfeit a piece of Kurdistan.  As there are an estimated 10,000 square km in controversy that would make the post damages cost around $100,000 a square kilometer.  Armenia should enjoy far greater success in international trade and assistance as the result of sanctions, both personal and national, being lifted in celebration of the successful resolution of this international conflict, particularly the opening of the Turkish border.

Art. 15. Azerbaijan
Azerbaijan - a nation with a Turkic and majority-Muslim population - regained its independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Despite a 1994 cease-fire, Azerbaijan has yet to resolve its conflict with Armenia over the Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh enclave (largely Armenian populated). Azerbaijan has lost 16% of its territory and must support some 800,000 refugees and internally displaced persons as a result of the conflict. Corruption is ubiquitous and the promise of widespread wealth from Azerbaijan's undeveloped petroleum resources remains largely unfulfilled.  Azerbaijan has an exclave called the Naxcivan Autonomous Republic in Armenia. Almost all Armenians live in the separatist Nagorno-Karabakh region they must therefore be permitted to be an Armenian enclave in Azerbaijan, like the Naxcivan enclave in Azerbaijan.  
Azerbaijan's number one export is oil. Azerbaijan's oil production declined through 1997 but has registered an increase every year since. Negotiation of production-sharing arrangements (PSAs) with foreign firms, which have thus far committed $60 billion to long-term oilfield development, should generate the funds needed to spur future industrial development. Oil production under the first of these PSAs, with the Azerbaijan International Operating Company, began in November 1997. Azerbaijan shares all the formidable problems of the former Soviet republics in making the transition from a command to a market economy, but its considerable energy resources brighten its long-term prospects. Baku has only recently begun making progress on economic reform, and old economic ties and structures are slowly being replaced. One obstacle to economic progress is the need for stepped up foreign investment in the non-energy sector. A second obstacle is the continuing conflict with Armenia over the Nagorno-Karabakh region. Trade with Russia and the other former Soviet republics is declining in importance while trade is building with Turkey and the nations of Europe. Long-term prospects will depend on world oil prices, the location of new pipelines in the region, and Azerbaijan's ability to manage its oil wealth.

The 10th Islamic Summit Conference (33) reiterated its condemnation of the continuing aggression in the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan, which constitutes a blatant violation of the United Nations Charter and international law.  Despite a 1994 cease-fire. Azerbaijan has yet to resolve its conflict with Armenia over the largely Armenian populated Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh enclave. It called for total, unconditional and immediate withdrawal of the occupation forces of Armenia from all occupied territories of Azerbaijan.  Azerbaijan has lost 16% of its territory and must support some 800,000 refugees and internally displaced persons as a result of the conflict. The Conference demanded from Armenia to implement fully other provisions of the United Nations Security Council resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884.  
Art. 16 Bahrain

Bahrain's small size and central location among Persian Gulf countries require it to play a delicate balancing act in foreign affairs among its larger neighbors. Bahrain gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1971. Facing declining oil reserves, Bahrain has turned to petroleum processing and refining and has transformed itself into an international banking center. The new amir, installed in 1999, has pushed economic and political reforms and has worked to improve relations with the Shi'a community. In February 2001, Bahraini voters approved a referendum on the National Action Charter - the centerpiece of the amir's political liberalization program. In February 2002, Amir HAMAD bin Isa Al Khalifa proclaimed himself king. In October 2002, Bahrainis elected members of the lower house of Bahrain's reconstituted bicameral legislature, the National Assembly.

In Bahrain, petroleum production and refining account for about 60% of export receipts, 60% of government revenues, and 30% of GDP. With its highly developed communication and transport facilities, Bahrain is home to numerous multinational firms with business in the Gulf. Bahrain is dependent on Saudi Arabia for oil granted as aid. A large share of exports consists of petroleum products made from refining imported crude. Construction proceeds on several major industrial projects. Unemployment, especially among the young, and the depletion of oil and underground water resources are major long-term economic problems. Bahrain has no known international disputes.

Art. 17 Georgia
Georgia was absorbed into the Russian Empire in the 19th century. Independent for three years (1918-1921) following the Russian revolution, it was forcibly incorporated into the USSR until the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991. Ethnic separation in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, poor governance, and Russian military bases deny the government effective control over the entirety of the state's internationally recognized territory. Despite myriad problems, progress on market reforms and democratization support the country's goal of greater integration with Western political, economic, and security institutions. President Eduard Schevardnadze suspended the Council and was subsequently impeached with a peaceful protest in November 2003.

Georgia's main economic activities include the cultivation of agricultural products such as citrus fruits, tea, hazelnuts, and grapes; mining of manganese and copper; and output of a small industrial sector producing alcoholic and nonalcoholic beverages, metals, machinery, and chemicals. The country imports the bulk of its energy needs, including natural gas and oil products. Its only sizable internal energy resource is hydropower. Despite the severe damage the economy has suffered due to civil strife, Georgia, with the help of the IMF and World Bank, has made substantial economic gains since 1995, achieving positive GDP growth and curtailing inflation. However, the Georgian Government suffers from limited resources due to a chronic failure to collect tax revenues. Georgia also suffers from energy shortages; it privatized the T'bilisi distribution network in 1998, but collection rates are low, making the venture unprofitable. The country is pinning its hopes for long-term growth on its role as a transit state for pipelines and trade. The start of construction on the Baku-T'bilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the Baku-T'bilisi-Erzerum gas pipeline will bring much-needed investment and job opportunities.

There are four international disputes in Georgia; 1. Chechen and other insurgents transit Pankisi Gorge to infiltrate Akhmeti region. 2. The Georgian boundary with Russia has been largely delimited, but not demarcated and several small, strategic segments remain in dispute. 3. Meshkheti Turks scattered throughout the former Soviet Union seek to return to Georgia; 4. Ethnic Armenian groups in Javakheti region of Georgia seek greater autonomy, closer ties with Armenia.

Art. 18 Iran

Known as Persia until 1935, Iran became an Islamic republic in 1979 after the ruling shah was forced into exile. Conservative clerical forces established a theocratic system of government with ultimate political authority vested in a learned religious scholar. A group of Iranian students seized the US Embassy in Tehran on 4 November 1979 and held it until 20 January 1981. During 1980-88, Iran fought a bloody, indecisive war with Iraq over disputed territory. Over the past decade, popular dissatisfaction with the government, driven by demographic changes, restrictive social policies, and poor economic conditions, has created a powerful and enduring pressure for political reform.  

Iran's economy is a mixture of central planning, state ownership of oil and other large enterprises, village agriculture, and small-scale private trading and service ventures. President KHATAMI has continued to follow the market reform plans of former President RAFSANJANI and has indicated that he will pursue diversification of Iran's oil-reliant economy although he has made little progress toward that goal. Relatively high oil prices in recent years have enabled Iran to amass some $15 billion in foreign exchange reserves, but have not solved Iran's structural economic problems, including high unemployment and inflation.

Iran is party to 6 international disputes;1. Iran protests Afghanistan's limiting flow of dammed waters on Helmand River tributaries in response to prolonged drought in region, 2. thousands of Afghan refugees still reside in Iran; 3. despite restored diplomatic relations in 1990, disputes with Iraq over maritime and land boundaries, navigation channel, and other issues from eight-year war persist; 4. UAE engage direct talks and Arab League support to resolve disputes over Iran's occupation of Tunb Islands and Abu Musa Island; 5. Iran insists on division of the Caspian Sea into five equal sectors, while other littoral states have generally agreed to equidistant seabed boundaries;  Iran has threatened Azerbaijanian hydrocarbon exploration in disputed waters; 6. Iran possesses a small portion of Kurdistan in the Northern border with Azerbaijan and Armenia. international creditors will certainly reward the land grant of Kurdistan with debt relief and discounted sale of Iranian international debt. 7. The development of uranium enrichment programs has upset the IAEA and the breaking of seals has led to action by the Security Council.
Art. 19 Iraq                                                                

Iraqi Mesopotamia is known as the cradle of civilization because it was there that writing was invented, giving birth to the first kingdom, state, and Empire in the world.  Formerly part of the Ottoman Empire, Iraq became an independent kingdom in 1932. A "republic" was proclaimed in 1958 after the assassination of the King.  A series of military strongmen have ruled the country since then although the Ba’ath Party has been successful in staying in power.  SADDAM Husayn was appointed President in 1980. Territorial disputes with Iran led to an inconclusive and costly eight-year war (1980-88) leading to 700,000 Iraqi casualties and over 1 million Iranian dead. In August 1990, Iraq seized Kuwait, but was expelled by US-led, UN coalition forces during the Gulf War of January-February 1991. In 1992 the Iraqi National Council (INC) passed legislation for the first democratic elections.  Saddam Hussein won his third term as President in 2002 with 99% of the vote, although it is rumored that he ran alone and many important people including King Sharif Husseini lived in exile.  

Iraq's economy is dominated by the oil sector, which has traditionally provided about 95% of foreign exchange earnings.  Since the US led War of 2003 exports been more than three-quarters prewar level. In the 1980s financial problems caused by massive expenditures in the eight-year war with Iran and damage to oil export facilities by Iran led the government to implement austerity measures, borrow heavily, and later reschedule foreign debt payments; Iraq suffered economic losses from the war of at least $100 billion. The Oil for Food Program began in December 1996 and improved conditions for the average Iraqi citizen. Iraq was allowed to export limited amounts of oil in exchange for money that would be invested in food and medicine for the people, and some infrastructure spare parts. In December 1999 the UN Security Council authorized Iraq to export under the program as much oil as required to meet humanitarian needs and reduced war reparations to 5% of the $10 billion yearly Oil for Food revenues.  $600 million was paid every year to the UN, 6% of the UN’s $10 billion revenues.  

The US-led invasion of Iraq on the Spring Equinox of 2003 ousted the SADDAM Husayn regime. The invasion occurred after a decade of illicit bombings of Iraq by US and British troops.  It is estimated that the US is directly responsible for bombing many ministries and public places killing between 50,000-10,000 Iraqis between 1991-2006. 150,000 US troops remain in Iraq creating a colonial disaster 

Art. 20 Israel                               

Israel was founded as a national homeland for the Jewish people after the Holocaust.  Resolution 181 (II) (1947) partitioned Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state, with Jerusalem as a corpus separatum (independent international regime). The resolution allocated to the Arab State approximately 42.88% of the total territory of mandate Palestine. This area encompassed the Western Galilee, the mountainous area of Nablus, the Hebron area and the Jordan Valley. It also included part of the coastal area, starting from Ashdod in the south and extending to the Egyptian border. In regard to the Jewish State, the resolution allocated approximately 56.74% of the total area of mandate Palestine. This area was to encompass the Eastern Galilee, Marj ibn Amr, and most of the coastal area, as well as the area of Be’r es-Sabe’, including the desert.  The state of Israel was founded in 1948 to serve as a homeland for the Jewish people.  Following the Holocaust of World War II when 6 million Jews died in Nazo concentation camps, the British withdrew from their mandate of Palestine, and the UN partitioned the area into Arab and Jewish states, an arrangement rejected by the Arabs. Subsequently, the Israelis defeated the Arabs in a series of wars without ending the deep tensions between the two sides. The original plan was to partition the state to provide a homeland for both Jews and Palestinians however the Palestinians rebelled and attacked Israel with the support of Arab armies from throughout the Arab League.  Israel was successful in defending themselves and the Palestinians lost their partitioned state. The UN Security Council Resolution 242 (1967) restored the partition plan but Israel resisted the plan and the Palestinians remained refugees in the Israeli occupied land of the Gaza Strip and West Bank.  

Israel has a technologically advanced market economy with substantial government participation. It depends on imports of crude oil, grains, raw materials, and military equipment. Despite limited natural resources, Israel has intensively developed its agricultural and industrial sectors over the past 20 years. Israel imports significant quantities of grain but is largely self-sufficient in other agricultural products. Cut diamonds, high-technology equipment, and agricultural products (fruits and vegetables) are the leading exports. Israel usually posts sizable current account deficits, which are covered by large transfer payments from abroad and by foreign loans. Roughly half of the government's external debt is owed to the US, which is its major source of economic and military aid. The influx of Jewish immigrants from the former USSR during the period 1989-99, coupled with the opening of new markets at the end of the Cold War, energized Israel's economy, which grew rapidly in the early 1990s; growth began moderating in 1996 when the government imposed tighter fiscal and monetary policies and the immigration bonus petered out. Growth was a strong 7.2% in 2000, but the bitter Israeli-Palestinian conflict, difficulties in the high-technology, construction, and tourist sectors, and fiscal austerity in the face of growing inflation led to small declines in GDP in 2001 and 2002.
On 25 April 1982, Israel withdrew from the Sinai pursuant to the 1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty.  Outstanding territorial and other disputes with Jordan were resolved in the 26 October 1994 Israel-Jordan Treaty of Peace. In addition, on 25 May 2000, Israel withdrew unilaterally from southern Lebanon, which it had occupied since 1982. Palestinian-Israeli violence since September 2000 has retarded Palestinian independence.  The Quartet has declared that the Palestinian people shall have a state by 2005. 
Art. 21 Jordan
For most of its history since independence from British administration in 1946, Jordan was ruled by King HUSSEIN (1953-99). A pragmatic ruler, he successfully navigated competing pressures from the major powers (US, USSR, and UK), various Arab states, Israel, and a large internal Palestinian population, through several wars and coup attempts. In 1989 he resumed parliamentary elections and gradually permitted political liberalization; in 1994 a formal peace treaty was signed with Israel. King ABDALLAH II - the eldest son of King HUSSEIN and Princess MUNA - assumed the throne following his father's death in February 1999. Since then, he has consolidated his power and established his domestic priorities, including an aggressive economic reform program. Jordan acceded to the World Trade Organization in January 2000, and signed free trade agreements with the United States in 2000, and with the European Free Trade Association in 2001.

Jordan is a small Arab country with inadequate supplies of water and other natural resources such as oil. Debt, poverty, and unemployment are fundamental problems. The US-led war in Iraq in 2003 dealt an economic blow to Jordan, which was dependent on Iraq for discounted oil. It remains unclear how Jordan will finance energy imports in the absence of such a deal. Other ongoing challenges include fiscal adjustment to reduce the budget deficit and broader investment incentives to promote job-creating ventures.      Jordan has no international disputes.

Art. 22 Kurdistan  
Since the end of World War I, the 26.3 million Kurdish people have been administered by five sovereign states, with the largest portions of the land being respectively 13.7 million in Turkey (43%) , 6.6 million in Iran (31%), 4.4 million in Iraq (18%), 1.3 million Syria (6%) and 500,000 in the former Soviet Union (2%). Their GDP can be estimated at $486 billion, with a per capita of $5,400. Kurds are speakers of Kurdish,.a member of the northwestern subdivision of the Iranic branch of the Indo-European family of languages, which is akin to Persian, and by extension to other European languages.  Nearly three fifths of the Kurds, almost all Kurmanji-speakers, are today at least nominally Sunni Muslims of Shafiite rite.   The Kurdish Language is fundamentally different from Semetic Arabic and Altaic Turkish. Modern Kurdish divides into two major groups: 1) the Kurmanji group and, 2) the Dimili-Gurani group. These are supplemented by scores of sub-dialects as well. The most popular vernacular is Kurmanji (or Kirmancha), spoken by about three-quarters of the Kurds today. Kurmanji divided into North Kurmanji (also called Bahdinani, with around 15 million speakers, primarily in Turkey, Syria, and the former Soviet Union) and South Kurmanji (also called Sorani, with about 6 million speakers, primarily in Iraq and Iran).  Kurdistan can be estimated at somewhere between 50,000 - 125,000 sq km.  There are an estimated 45,000 sq km in Turkey, 500 sq km in Syria, 20,000 sq km in Iraq, 3,000 sq km in Iran and 200 sq km in Armenia.  

The Kurdish are one of the ancient cultures of the Middle East. The Treaty of Sevres (signed August 10, 1921) anticipated an independent Kurdish state to cover large portions of the former Ottoman Kurdistan.  However, France and Britain divided up Ottoman Kurdistan between Turkey, Syria and Iraq and the Treaty of Lausanne (signed June 24, 1923) formalized this division and totally neglected to mention the Kurdish. Kurds of Persia/Iran, meanwhile, were kept where they were by Teheran.  Several Kurdish communities have achieved autonomy and lost it in the 20th century.  The 1920s saw the setting up of Kurdish Autonomous Province (the "Red Kurdistan") in Soviet Azerbaijan. It was disbanded in 1929. In 1945, Kurds set up a Kurdish republic at Mahabad in the Soviet occupied zone in Iran. It lasted one year, until the Iranian army reoccupied it. Since 1970s, the Iraqi Kurds have enjoyed an official autonomous status in a portion of that state's Kurdistan.  After the Anfal chemical weapons attack in 1988 the UN Security Council Resolution 688 issued a protective order for the Iraqi Kurdish people.  By the end of 1991, they had become all but independent from Iraq with the ratification of the Constitution of Iraqi Kurdistan.  While Iraqi Kurdistan does administrate taxes there is no information on their revenues or expenditures, nor regarding trade.

In 1984, the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a Marxist-Leninist, separatist group, initiated an insurgency in southeast Turkey, often using terrorist tactics to try to attain its goal of an independent Kurdistan. The group - whose leader, Abdullah OCALAN, was captured in Kenya in February 1999 - has observed a unilateral cease-fire since September 1999, although there have been occasional clashes between Turkish military units and some of the 4,000-5,000 armed PKK militants, most of whom currently are encamped in northern Iraq. The PKK changed its name to the Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy Congress (KADEK) in April 2002. 
Art. 23 Kuwait

Britain oversaw foreign relations and defense for the ruling Kuwaiti AL-SABAH dynasty from 1899 until independence in 1961. Kuwait was attacked and overrun by Iraq on 2 August 1990. Following several weeks of aerial bombardment, a US-led, UN coalition began a ground assault on 23 February 1991 that liberated Kuwait in four days. Kuwait spent more than $5 billion to repair oil infrastructure damaged during 1990-91 and was awarded almost half of $100 billion by the UN Compensation Commission.

Kuwait is a small, rich, relatively open economy with proved crude oil reserves of about 98 billion barrels - 10% of world reserves. Petroleum accounts for nearly half of GDP, 95% of export revenues, and 80% of government income. Kuwait's climate limits agricultural development. Consequently, with the exception of fish, it depends almost wholly on food imports. About 75% of potable water must be distilled or imported. Kuwait continues its discussions with foreign oil companies to develop fields in the northern part of the country. Oil production declined by an estimated 8% in 2002 but is expected to return to the 2001 level in 2003.  Since the Kuwait 1994 land and Khawr 'Abd Allah channel boundary demarcation ended Iraqi claims to Kuwait and Bubiyan and Warbah islands;  Kuwait has only one claim; Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are negotiating maritime boundary with Iran.
Art. 24 Lebanon       

Lebanon gained their independence from France in 1943.  Lebanon has made progress toward rebuilding its political institutions since the end of the devastating 16-year civil war in 1991. Under the Ta'if Accord - the blueprint for national reconciliation - the Lebanese have established a more equitable political system, particularly by giving Muslims a greater say in the political process while institutionalizing sectarian divisions in the government. Since the end of the war, the Lebanese have conducted several successful elections, most of the militias have been weakened or disbanded, and the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) have extended central government authority over about two-thirds of the country. Hizballah, the radical Shi'a party, retains its weapons. Syria maintains about 16,000 troops in Lebanon, based mainly east of Beirut and in the Bekaa Valley. Syria's troop deployment was legitimized by the Arab League during Lebanon's civil war and in the Ta'if Accord. Damascus justifies its continued military presence in Lebanon by citing Beirut's requests and the failure of the Lebanese Government to implement all of the constitutional reforms in the Ta'if Accord. Israel's withdrawal from its security zone in southern Lebanon in May 2000, however, has emboldened some Lebanese Christians and Druze to demand that Syria withdraw its forces as well.

The 1975-91 civil war seriously damaged Lebanon's economic infrastructure, cut national output by half, and all but ended Lebanon's position as a Middle Eastern banking hub. Peace enabled the central government to restore control in Beirut, begin collecting taxes, and regain access to key port and government facilities. Economic recovery was helped by a financially sound banking system and resilient small- and medium-scale manufacturers. Family remittances, banking services, manufactured and farm exports, and international aid provided the main sources of foreign exchange. Lebanon's economy made impressive gains since the launch in 1993 of "Horizon 2000," the government's $20 billion reconstruction program. Real GDP grew 8% in 1994, 7% in 1995, 4% in 1996 and in 1997, but slowed to 1.2% in 1998, -1.6% in 1999, -0.6% in 2000, 0.8% in 2001, and 1.5% in 2002. During the 1990s annual inflation fell to almost 0% from more than 100%. Lebanon has rebuilt much of its war-torn physical and financial infrastructure. The government nonetheless faces serious challenges in the economic arena. It has funded reconstruction by borrowing heavily - mostly from domestic banks. In order to reduce the ballooning national debt, the re-installed HARIRI government began an economic austerity program to rein in government expenditures, increase revenue collection, and privatize state enterprises. The HARIRI government met with international donors at the Paris II conference in November 2002 to seek bilateral assistance restructuring its domestic debt at lower rates of interest. While privatization of state-owned enterprises had not occurred by the end of 2002, the government had successfully avoided a currency devaluation and debt default in 2002.
There are currently only 3 dormant international disputes in Lebanon. 1. 16,000 Syrian troops have remained in central and eastern Lebanon since October 1976; 2. The Lebanese Government claims Shab'a Farms area of Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. 3. The Hizballah, radical Shi'a party, retains its weapons.
Art. 25 Oman

Oman has been independent since 1650 when they expelled the Portuguese.  In 1970, QABOOS bin Said Al Said ousted his father and has ruled as sultan ever since. His extensive modernization program has opened the country to the outside world and has preserved a long-standing political and military relationship with the UK. Oman's moderate, independent foreign policy has sought to maintain good relations with all Middle Eastern countries. 

Oman's economic performance improved significantly in 2000 due largely to the upturn in oil prices. The government is moving ahead with privatization of its utilities, the development of a body of commercial law to facilitate foreign investment, and increased budgetary outlays. Oman continues to liberalize its markets and joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in November 2000. GDP growth improved in 2001 despite the global slowdown and then fell back to 2.2% in 2002. In order to reduce unemployment, the government is trying to replace expatriate workers with local workers. Another government objective is the development of the nation's gas resources.
Oman has not international disputes since a boundary agreement was signed and ratified with UAE in 2003 for the entire border, including the disputed Omani Musandam Peninsula and Al Madhah enclaves.
Art. 26 Palestine

Palestine is one of the ancient cultures in the Middle East.  The Palestinian – Israeli conflict is the longest lasting conflict in the region.  Palestine will be recognized as a state by the US CIA in 2005 who must be informed of current census, trade and legal information to place in their comprehensive resource.  The border between Historical Palestine, on the one hand, and Lebanon and Syria, on the other, was determined in accordance with the Anglo-French Agreement concluded on 23 December 1920.   UN Security Council Resolution 181 (II) (1947) partitioned Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state, with Jerusalem as a corpus separatum (independent international regime). The resolution allocated to the Arab State approximately 42.88% of the total territory of mandate Palestine.  SC Resolution 242 (1967).  Affirms that the fulfillment of Charter principles requires the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East which should include the application of both the following principles: withdrawal of Israel armed forces from territories occupied in the recent conflict; and termination of all claims or states of belligerency and respect for and acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of every State in the area and their right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force.

Oslo II was signed at the White House on September 28, 1995 reinforcing the contemporary map of Palestinian Territory and reaffirming the right of Palestinian self governance.  The fulfillment of the Palestinian Draft Constitution of 2001 has been the focus of the Palestinian Authority.  Yasser Arafat has so far appointed two Prime Ministers, who are determined by the Quartet to be responsible for Palestinian terrorism, in the roadmap.  In nearly every Communiqué the Organization of Islamic Conferences holds Israel responsible for military attacks on Palestinians.  All parties agree that the Palestinian Authority shall be officially recognized as a state in 2005.  

Art. 27 Qatar

Ruled by the Al Thani family since the mid-1800s, Qatar transformed itself from a poor British protectorate noted mainly for pearling into an independent state in 1971 with significant oil and natural gas revenues. During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Qatari economy was crippled by a continuous siphoning off of petroleum revenues by the amir, who had ruled the country since 1972. He was overthrown by his son, the current Amir HAMAD bin Khalifa Al Thani, in a bloodless coup in 1995. In 2001, Qatar resolved its longstanding border disputes with both Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. Oil and natural gas revenues enable Qatar to have a per capita income not far below the leading industrial countries of Western Europe.  

Oil and gas account for more than 55% of GDP, roughly 85% of export earnings, and 70% of government revenues. Oil and gas have given Qatar a per capita GDP comparable to that of the leading West European industrial countries. Proved oil reserves of 14.5 billion barrels should ensure continued output at current levels for 23 years. Production and export of natural gas are becoming increasingly important to the economy. Qatar's proved reserves of natural gas exceed 17.9 trillion cubic meters, more than 5% of the world total and third largest in the world. Long-term goals feature the development of offshore natural gas reserves. Since 2000, Qatar has consistently posted trade surpluses largely because of high oil prices and increased natural gas exports, and Qatar's economy is expected to receive an added boost as it begins to increase liquid natural gas exports. Qatar has no known international disputes.

Art. 28 Saudi Arabia

In 1902, ABD AL-AZIZ bin Abd al-Rahman Al Saud captured Riyadh and set out on a 30-year campaign to unify the Arabian Peninsula. In 1932 the unification of the kingdom is recognized as the year of national independence.  In the 1930s, the discovery of oil transformed the country. Following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990, Saudi Arabia accepted the Kuwaiti royal family and 400,000 refugees while allowing Western and Arab troops to deploy on its soil for the liberation of Kuwait the following year. A burgeoning population, aquifer depletion, and an economy largely dependent on petroleum output and prices are all major governmental concerns.
This is an oil-based economy with strong government controls over major economic activities. Saudi Arabia has the largest reserves of petroleum in the world (26% of the proved reserves), ranks as the largest exporter of petroleum, and plays a leading role in OPEC. The petroleum sector accounts for roughly 75% of budget revenues, 45% of GDP, and 90% of export earnings. About 25% of GDP comes from the private sector. Roughly 4 million foreign workers play an important role in the Saudi economy, for example, in the oil and service sectors. The government in 1999 announced plans to begin privatizing the electricity companies, which follows the ongoing privatization of the telecommunications company. The government is supporting private sector growth to lessen the kingdom's dependence on oil and increase employment opportunities for the swelling Saudi population. Priorities for government spending in the short term include additional funds for the water and sewage systems and for education. Water shortages and rapid population growth constrain the government's efforts to increase self-sufficiency in agricultural products.

Saudi Arabia has only three international disputes, the last requiring only reporting; 1. Nomadic groups on the border region with Yemen resist the demarcation of a boundary; 2. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have been negotiating a long-contested maritime boundary with Iran; 3. Because the treaties have not been made public, the exact alignment of the boundary with the UAE is still unknown.

Art. 29 Syria
Following the breakup of the Ottoman Empire during World War I, Syria was administered by the French until independence in 1946. In the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, Syria lost the Golan Heights to Israel. Since 1976, Syrian troops have been stationed in Lebanon, ostensibly in a peacekeeping capacity. In recent years, Syria and Israel have held occasional peace talks over the return of the Golan Heights.
Syria's economy has been growing, on average, more slowly than its 2.4% annual population growth rate, causing a persistent decline in per capita GDP. Recent legislation allows private banks to operate in Syria, although a private banking sector will take years and further government cooperation to develop. External factors such as the international war on terrorism, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the war between the US-led coalition and Iraq probably will drive real annual GDP growth levels back below their 3.5% spike in 2002. A long-run economic constraint is the pressure on water supplies caused by rapid population growth, industrial expansion, and increased water pollution.

Syria has six dormant international disputes; 1. Lebanon claims Shaba'a farms in the Israeli occupied Golan Heights; 2. 16,000 Syrian troops have been stationed in Lebanon since October 1976 and withdrew in 2005; 3. Syria protests Turkish hydrological projects regulating upper Euphrates waters. 4. Syria makes claims to the Hatay province of Turkey that quickly rebuffed and are probably unfounded. 5. Syria is alleged to be a supporter of international terrorism by the USA but this accusation that has resulted in sanctions appears to be an unfounded accusation. 6. The cessation of some land in the east to Kurdistan when the Kurdish people have a UN Land Contract.
Art. 30 Turkey
Present-day Turkey was created in 1923 from the Turkish remnants of the Ottoman Empire. Soon thereafter, the country instituted secular laws to replace traditional religious fiats. In 1945 Turkey joined the UN, and in 1952 it became a member of NATO. Turkey intervened militarily on Cyprus in 1974 to protect Turkish Cypriots and prevent a Greek takeover of the island; the northern 37 percent of the island remains under Turkish Cypriot control. Relations between the two countries remain strained, but have begun to improve over the past few years. Turkey is currently trying to apply to the European Union and to meet European human rights standards passed legislation in 2000 abolishing the death penalty, setting forth penalties for human rights abuses by government officials and permitting unlimited appeals of judicial opinions. 

Turkey's dynamic economy is a complex mix of modern industry and commerce along with a traditional agriculture sector that in 2001 still accounted for 40% of employment. It has a strong and rapidly growing private sector, yet the state still plays a major role in basic industry, banking, transport, and communication. The most important industry - and largest exporter - is textiles and clothing, which is almost entirely in private hands. In recent years the economic situation has been marked by erratic economic growth and serious imbalances. Real GNP growth has exceeded 6% in many years, but this strong expansion has been interrupted by sharp declines in output in 1994, 1999, and 2001. Meanwhile, the public sector fiscal deficit has regularly exceeded 10% of GDP - due in large part to the huge burden of interest payments, which account for more than 50% of central government spending; inflation has remained in the high double-digit range. Perhaps because of these problems, foreign direct investment in Turkey remains low - less than $1 billion annually. In late 2000 and early 2001 a growing trade deficit and serious weaknesses in the banking sector plunged the economy into crisis - forcing Turkey to float the lira and pushing the country into recession. Results in 2002 were much better, because of strong financial support from the IMF and tighter fiscal policy. Continued slow global growth and serious political tensions in the Middle East cast a shadow over prospects for 2003.

Turkey has 6 major international disputes. 1. complex maritime, air, and territorial disputes with Greece in the Aegean Sea;  2. Cyprus question remains with Greece;                                                                                   3. Syria and Iraq protest Turkish hydrological projects to control upper Euphrates waters; 4. Turkey is quick to rebuff any perceived Syrian claim to Hatay province; 5.  border with Armenia remains closed over Nagorno-Karabakh; 6. the Kurdish people in the southeast Turkey are seeking independence through legal venues.
Art. 31 United Arab Emirates
The Trucial States of the Persian Gulf coast granted the UK control of their defense and foreign affairs in 19th century treaties. In 1971, six of these states - Abu Zaby, 'Ajman, Al Fujayrah, Ash Shariqah, Dubayy, and Umm al Qaywayn - merged to form the United Arab Emirates (UAE). They were joined in 1972 by Ra's al Khaymah. The UAE's per capita GDP is not far below those of leading West European nations. Its generosity with oil revenues and its moderate foreign policy stance have allowed the UAE to play a vital role in the affairs of the region.

The UAE has an open economy with a high per capita income and a sizable annual trade surplus. Its wealth is based on oil and gas output (about 33% of GDP), and the fortunes of the economy fluctuate with the prices of those commodities. Since 1973, the UAE has undergone a profound transformation from an impoverished region of small desert principalities to a modern state with a high standard of living. At present levels of production, oil and gas reserves should last for more than 100 years. The government has increased spending on job creation and infrastructure expansion and is opening up its utilities to greater private sector involvement.

UAE is engaged in only one international dispute having recently resolved the first two; 1. Because the treaties have not been made public, the exact alignment of the boundary with Saudi Arabia is still unknown and labeled approximate; 2. A boundary agreement was signed and ratified with Oman in 2003 for the entire border, including Omani Musandam Peninsula and Al Madhah enclaves; 3. UAE is engaged in direct talks with Arab League support to resolve disputes over Iran's occupation of Lesser and Greater Tunb islands and Abu Musa island. 4. The UAE is involved in direct talks with the USA regarding the purchase of 6 US ports from a Brittish shipping company.

Art. 32 Yemen
22 May 1990, Republic of Yemen was established with the merger of the Yemen Arab Republic [Yemen (Sanaa) or North Yemen] and the Marxist-dominated People's Democratic Republic of Yemen [Yemen (Aden) or South Yemen].  Previously North Yemen had become independent on November 1918 from the Ottoman Empire and South Yemen had become independent on 30 November 1967 from the UK who had set up a protectorate in the southern port of Aden in the 19th Century.  Three years later, the southern government adopted a Marxist orientation. The massive exodus of hundreds of thousands of Yemenis from the south to the north contributed to two decades of hostility between the states. The two countries were formally unified as the Republic of Yemen in 1990. A southern secessionist movement in 1994 was quickly subdued. In 2000, Saudi Arabia and Yemen agreed to a delimitation of their border.

Yemen, one of the poorest countries in the Arab world, reported strong growth in the mid-1990s with the onset of oil production, but has been harmed by periodic declines in oil prices. Yemen has embarked on an IMF-supported structural adjustment program designed to modernize and streamline the economy, which has led to substantial foreign debt relief and restructuring. International donors, meeting in Paris in October 2002, agreed on a further $2.3 billion economic support package. Yemen has worked to maintain tight control over spending and implement additional components of the IMF program. A high population growth rate and internal political dissension complicate the government's task.

Yemen is party to two international disputes; 1. Eritrea protests Yemeni fishing around the Hanish islands awarded to Eritrea by the ICJ in 1999; 2. Nomadic groups in the border region with Saudi Arabia resist demarcation of boundary. 
Part V Central Asia
Art. 33 Afghanistan
Afghanistan gained its independence from the UK on August 19, 1919.  Afghanistan's recent history is characterized by war and civil unrest. The Soviet Union invaded in 1979, but was forced to withdraw 10 years later by anti-Communist mujahidin forces supplied and trained by the US, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and others. Fighting subsequently continued among the various mujahidin factions, giving rise to a state of warlordism that eventually spawned the Taliban. Backed by foreign sponsors, the Taliban developed as a political force and eventually seized power. The Taliban were able to capture most of the country, aside from Northern Alliance strongholds primarily in the northeast, until US and allied military action in support of the opposition following the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks forced the group's downfall. In late 2001, major leaders from the Afghan opposition groups and diaspora met in Bonn, Germany and agreed on a plan for the formulation of a new government structure that resulted in the inauguration of Hamid KARZAI as Chairman of the Afghan Interim Authority (AIA) on 22 December 2001. The AIA held a nationwide Loya Jirga (Grand Assembly) in June 2002, and KARZAI was elected President by secret ballot of the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan (TISA). The Transitional Authority has an 18-month mandate to hold a nationwide Loya Jirga to adopt a constitution and a 24-month mandate to hold nationwide elections. In December 2002, the TISA marked the one-year anniversary of the fall of the Taliban. In addition to occasionally violent political jockeying and ongoing military action to root out remaining terrorists and Taliban elements, the country suffers from enormous poverty, a crumbling infrastructure, and widespread land mines.

Afghanistan is an extremely poor, landlocked country, highly dependent on foreign aid, farming and livestock raising (sheep and goats), and trade with neighboring countries. Economic considerations have played second fiddle to political and military upheavals during more than two decades of war, including the nearly 10-year Soviet military occupation (which ended 15 February 1989). During that conflict, one-third of the population fled the country, with Pakistan and Iran sheltering a combined peak of 4 to 6 million refugees. Gross domestic product has fallen substantially over the past 20 years because of the loss of labor and capital and the disruption of trade and transport; severe drought added to the nation's difficulties in 1998-2002. The majority of the population continues to suffer from insufficient food, clothing, housing, and medical care, and a dearth of jobs, problems exacerbated by political uncertainties. International efforts to rebuild Afghanistan were addressed at the Tokyo Donors Conference for Afghan Reconstruction in January 2002, when $4.5 billion was pledged, $1.7 billion for 2002. Of that approximately $900 million was directed to humanitarian aid - food, clothing, and shelter - and another $90 million for the Afghan Transitional Authority. Priority areas for reconstruction include upgrading education, health, and sanitation facilities; providing income generating opportunities; enhancing administrative and security arrangements, especially in regional areas; developing the agricultural sector; rebuilding transportation, energy, and telecommunication infrastructure; and reabsorbing almost 2 million returning refugees. Two decades of war have taken a heavy toll on Afghan society.  Over a million people have died, nearly 4 million Afghans remain refugees in Iran and Pakistan and very few of the provincial warlords respect the legitimacy of the Afghan Interim Authority.   Isolating terrain and close ties among Pashtuns in Pakistan make cross-border activities difficult to control.  The prolonged regional drought strains water-sharing arrangements for Amu Darya and Helmand River states.
Art. 34 Kashmir 
The Government of Jammu & Kashmir has remained convened as a democratic government since the Proclamation of May 1, 1951 on J&K Constituent Assembly states, Whereas it is general desire of the people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir that a Constituent Assembly should be brought into being for the purpose of framing a constitution for the State.  80% of the population is involved in producing agricultural products. to appreciate the Freedom movement, found a Permanent Observer Mission with the UN for Jammu & Kashmir to make independence a possibility and expedite conference with the Ambassadors from China, India, Afghanistan and Pakistan;

Kashmir came into being as a single political and geographical entity following the Treaty of Amristar between the British Government and Gulab singh signed on March 16, 1846. The Treaty handed over the control of the Kashmir State to the Dogra ruler of Jammu who had earlier annexed Ladakh. Thus a new State comprising three distinct religions of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh was formed with Maharaja Gulab Singh as its founder ruler. The feudal dispensation in the State, however, was too harsh for the people to live under and towards the end of a hundred years of this rule when their Indian brethren were fighting for independence from the British under the inspiring leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, the Kashmiris led by a towering personality, the Sher-I-Kashmir Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, rose against the autocracy to uphold the ideals of secularism, equality, democracy and brotherhood. 

The UN Security Council India & Pakistan UNCIP ruling of 13 Aug 1948,
Part I Require a ceasefire, non augmentation of military potential on either side and the maintenance of a peaceful atmosphere.

Part II Pakistan had to withdraw all her forces, regular and irregular, while India was required to keep sufficient troops for the security of the state including the observance of law and order.

Part III The Government of India and Government of Pakistan reaffirm their wish that the future status of Jummu and Kashmir shall be determined in accordance with the will of the people and to that end, upon acceptance of the Truce Agreement both Governments agree to enter into consultation with the Commission to determine fair and equitable conditions whereby such free expression of will be assured.
Art. 35 Kazakstan       
Native Kazakhs are a mix of Turkic and Mongol nomadic tribes who migrated into the region in the 13th century and were rarely united as a single nation. The area was conquered by Russia in the 18th century and Kazakhstan became a Soviet Republic in 1936. During the 1950s and 1960s agricultural "Virgin Lands" program, Soviet citizens were encouraged to help cultivate Kazakhstan's northern pastures. This influx of immigrants (mostly Russians, but also some other deported nationalities) skewed the ethnic mixture and enabled non-Kazakhs to outnumber natives. Independence has caused many of these newcomers to emigrate. Current issues include; 1. developing a cohesive national identity;  2. expanding the development of the country's vast energy resources and exporting them to world markets; 3. achieving a sustainable economic growth outside the oil, gas, and mining sectors;  4. strengthening relations with neighboring states and other foreign powers.

Kazakhstan, the largest of the former Soviet republics in territory, excluding Russia. It possesses enormous fossil fuel reserves as well as plentiful supplies of other minerals and metals. It also is a large agricultural - livestock and grain - producer. Kazakhstan's industrial sector rests on; the extraction and processing of these natural resources; also on a growing machine-building sector specializing in construction equipment, tractors, agricultural machinery, and some defense items. The breakup of the USSR in December 1991 and the collapse in demand for Kazakhstan's traditional heavy industry products resulted in a short-term contraction of the economy, with the steepest annual decline occurring in 1994. In 1995-97, the pace of the government program of economic reform and privatization quickened, resulting in a substantial shifting of assets into the private sector. Kazakhstan enjoyed double-digit growth in 2000-01 - and a solid 9.5% in 2002 - thanks largely to its booming energy sector, but also to economic reform, good harvests, and foreign investment. The opening of the Caspian Consortium pipeline in 2001, from western Kazakhstan's Tengiz oilfield to the Black Sea, substantially raised export capacity. The country has embarked upon an industrial policy designed to diversify the economy away from overdependence on the oil sector by developing light industry. Additionally, the policy aims to reduce the influence of foreign investment and foreign personnel.
Delimitation of boundary with (1) Russia is scheduled for completion in 2003  two international border dispute remaining; (2) Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are complete with demarcations underway, (3) delimitation with Kyrgyzstan is largely complete; (4) equidistant seabed treaties have been signed with Azerbaijan and Russia in the Caspian Sea   
Art. 36 Kyrgystan

A Central Asian country of incredible natural beauty and proud nomadic traditions, Kyrgyzstan was annexed by Russia in 1864; it achieved independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. Current concerns include the privatization of state-owned enterprises, expansion of democracy and political freedoms, interethnic relations, and combating terrorism.

Kyrgyzstan is a small, poor, mountainous country with a predominantly agricultural economy. Cotton, tobacco, wool, and meat are the main agricultural products, although only tobacco and cotton are exported in any quantity. Industrial exports include gold, mercury, uranium, and natural gas and electricity. Kyrgyzstan has been fairly progressive in carrying out market reforms, such as an improved regulatory system and land reform. Kyrgyzstan was the first CIS country to be accepted into the World Trade Organization. With fits and starts, inflation has been lowered to an estimated 7% in 2001 and to 2.1% in 2002. Much of the government's stock in enterprises has been sold. Drops in production had been severe after the breakup of the Soviet Union in December 1991, but by mid-1995 production began to recover and exports began to increase. Growth was held down to 2.1% in 1998 largely because of the spillover from Russia's economic difficulties, but moved ahead to 3.6% in 1999, 5% in 2000, and 5% again in 2001. The drop in output at the Kumtor gold mine sparked a 0.5% decline in GDP in 2002. Poverty indicators are no better in 2002 than in 1996. On the positive side, the government and the international financial institutions have embarked on a comprehensive medium-term poverty reduction and economic growth strategy. Further restructuring of domestic industry and success in attracting foreign investment are keys to future growth.

Kyrgyzstan’s has four international disputes, with one nearly settled, 1. Kyrgyzstan's constitutional court has ruled that 1,270 sq km ceded to China in a 2000 delimitation agreement were legally transferred; 2. delimitation with Kazakhstan is largely complete with only minor disputed areas;  3. disputes in Isfara Valley delay completion of delimitation with Tajikistan;  4. serious disputes with Uzbekistan around Uzbek enclaves mar progress on delimitation efforts.
Art. 37 Pakistan  
The separation in 1947 of British India into the Muslim state of Pakistan (with two sections West and East) and largely Hindu India was never satisfactorily resolved. A third war between these countries in 1971 resulted in East Pakistan seceding and becoming the separate nation of Bangladesh. A dispute over the state of Kashmir is ongoing. In response to Indian nuclear weapons testing, Pakistan conducted its own tests in 1998.    

Pakistan, an impoverished and underdeveloped country, suffers from internal political disputes, low levels of foreign investment, and a costly, ongoing confrontation with neighboring India. Pakistan's economic prospects, although still marred by poor human development indicators, continued to improve in 2002 following unprecedented inflows of foreign assistance beginning in 2001. Foreign exchange reserves have grown to record levels, supported largely by fast growth in recorded worker remittances. Trade levels rebounded after a sharp decline in late 2001. The government has made significant inroads in macroeconomic reform since 2000, but progress is beginning to slow. Although it is in the second year of its $1.3 billion IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility, Islamabad continues to require waivers for politically difficult reforms. Long-term prospects remain uncertain as development spending remains low, regional tensions remain high, and political tensions weaken Pakistan's commitment to lender-recommended economic reforms. GDP growth will continue to hinge on crop performance; dependence on foreign oil leaves the import bill vulnerable to fluctuating oil prices; and efforts to open and modernize the economy remain uneven.           

Pakistan is a participant in several international disputes.  1. Thousands of Afghan refugees still reside in Pakistan; isolating terrain and close ties among Pashtuns in Pakistan make cross-border activities difficult to control; 2. armed stand-off with India over the status and sovereignty of Kashmir continues, 3. India objects to Pakistan ceding lands to China in 1965 boundary agreement that India believes are part of disputed Kashmir; 4. disputes with India over Indus River water sharing and the terminus of the Rann of Kutch, which prevents maritime boundary delimitation.                                       
Art. 38 Tajikstan
Tajikistan has experienced three changes in government and a five-year civil war since it gained independence in 1991 from the USSR. A peace agreement among rival factions was signed in 1997, and implemented in 2000. The central government's less than total control over some areas of the country has forced it to compromise and forge alliances among factions. Attention by the international community in the wake of the war in Afghanistan has brought increased economic development assistance, which could create jobs and increase stability in the long term. Tajikistan is in the early stages of seeking World Trade Organization membership and has joined NATO's Partnership for Peace.

Tajikistan has the lowest per capita GDP among the 15 former Soviet republics. Cotton is the most important crop. Mineral resources, varied but limited in amount, include silver, gold, uranium, and tungsten. Industry consists only of a large aluminum plant, hydropower facilities, and small obsolete factories mostly in light industry and food processing. The civil war (1992-97) severely damaged the already weak economic infrastructure and caused a sharp decline in industrial and agricultural production. Even though 60% of its people continue to live in abject poverty, Tajikistan has experienced steady economic growth since 1997. Continued privatization of medium and large state-owned enterprises will further increase productivity. Tajikistan's economic situation, however, remains fragile due to uneven implementation of structural reforms, weak governance, and the external debt burden. A debt restructuring agreement was reached with Russia in December 2002, including an interest rate of 4%, a 3-year grace period, and a US $49.8 million credit to the Central Bank of Tajikistan.
Tajikstan has resolved 2 international disputes with China (1) boundary agreements signed in 2002 cede 1,000 sq km of Pamir Mountain range to China in return for China relinquishing claims to 28,000 sq km of Tajikistani lands; (2) negotiations with China resolved the longstanding boundary dispute;  leaving three outstanding disputes.  Three other disputes remain unresolved; 1. Prolonged regional drought creates water-sharing difficulties for Amu Darya river states; 2. talks have begun with Uzbekistan to demine and delimit border; 3. disputes in Isfara Valley delay completion of delimitation with Kyrgyzstan.
Art. 39 Turkmenistan 

Annexed by Russia between 1865 and 1885, Turkmenistan became a Soviet republic in 1925. It achieved its independence upon the dissolution of the USSR in 1991. President NIYAZOV retains absolute control over the country and opposition is not tolerated. Extensive hydrocarbon/natural gas reserves could prove a boon to this underdeveloped country if extraction and delivery projects can be worked out.

Turkmenistan is largely desert country with intensive agriculture in irrigated oases and huge gas (fifth-largest reserves in the world) and oil resources. One-half of its irrigated land is planted in cotton, making it the world's tenth-largest producer. Until the end of 1993, Turkmenistan had experienced less economic disruption than other former Soviet states because its economy received a boost from higher prices for oil and gas and a sharp increase in hard currency earnings. In 1994, Russia's refusal to export Turkmen gas to hard currency markets and mounting debts of its major customers in the former USSR for gas deliveries contributed to a sharp fall in industrial production and caused the budget to shift from a surplus to a slight deficit. The sale of Turkmen gas to Russia and other CIS countries resumed in December 1999. With an authoritarian ex-Communist regime in power and a tribally based social structure, Turkmenistan has taken a cautious approach to economic reform, hoping to use gas and cotton sales to sustain its inefficient economy. Privatization goals remain limited. In 1998-2002, Turkmenistan suffered from the continued lack of adequate export routes for natural gas and from obligations on extensive short-term external debt. At the same time, however, total exports rose sharply because of higher international oil and gas prices. Prospects in the near future are discouraging because of widespread internal poverty, the burden of foreign debt, and the unwillingness of the government to adopt market-oriented reforms. However, Turkmenistan's cooperation with the international community in transporting humanitarian aid to Afghanistan may foreshadow a change in the atmosphere for foreign investment, aid, and technological support. Turkmenistan's economic statistics are state secrets, and GDP and other figures are subject to wide margins of error.
Turkmenistan is suffering from a prolonged regional drought that creates water-sharing difficulties for Amu Darya river states.  Turkmenistan has three pending international disputes; 1. it has not committed to follow either Iran or the other littoral states in the division of the Caspian Sea seabed and water column; 2. an ICJ decision is expected to resolve dispute with Azerbaijan over sovereignty over Caspian oilfields; 3. demarcation of land boundary with Kazakhstan is underway - maritime boundary not resolved.
Art. 40 Uzbekistan
Russia conquered Uzbekistan in the late 19th century. Stiff resistance to the Red Army after World War I was eventually suppressed and a socialist republic set up in 1924. During the Soviet era, intensive production of "white gold" (cotton) and grain led to overuse of agrochemicals and the depletion of water supplies, which have left the land poisoned and the Aral Sea and certain rivers half dry. Independent since 1991, the country seeks to gradually lessen its dependence on agriculture while developing its mineral and petroleum reserves. Current concerns include terrorism by Islamic militants, a nonconvertible currency, and the curtailment of human rights and democratization.

Uzbekistan is a dry, landlocked country of which 11% consists of intensely cultivated, irrigated river valleys. More than 60% of its population lives in densely populated rural communities. Uzbekistan is now the world's second-largest cotton exporter, a large producer of gold and oil, and a regionally significant producer of chemicals and machinery. Following independence in December 1991, the government sought to prop up its Soviet-style command economy with subsidies and tight controls on production and prices. Uzbekistan responded to the negative external conditions generated by the Asian and Russian financial crises by emphasizing import substitute industrialization and by tightening export and currency controls within its already largely closed economy. A growing debt burden, persistent inflation, and a poor business climate led to disappointing growth in 2001-02. The government, while aware of the need to improve the investment climate, sponsors measures that often increase, not decrease, the government's control over business decisions. A sharp increase in the inequality of income distribution has hurt the lower ranks of society since independence.

Uzbekistan has four disputes, 1. prolonged regional drought creates water-sharing difficulties for Amu Darya river states; delimitation with Kazakhstan complete with demarcation underway; 2. serious disputes with Kyrgyzstan around Uzbek enclaves mar progress on delimitation efforts; 3. talks have begun with Tajikistan to determine and delimit border. 
Part VI The First States

Art. 41 Cradle of Civilization

The Middle East is commonly known as the Cradle of Civilization and is the birthplace of History.  It was in the Fertile Crescent of the Nile, Jordan and Tigris-Euphrates rivers where pre-historic hunter-gatherers first learned to domesticate wild plants and animals, began to settle in small villages, grew into cities and city states and invented writing and arithmetic.  As the last glaciers of the Ice Age receded around 10,000 BC the warming caused an increase in food supply that permitted the first permanent settlements of up to several hundred humans to be founded in the region of Canaan (modern Israel) upon the surplus of food stored by foragers.  Much of the record is determined by increasingly elaborate burial rights of leaders.  Agriculture and domesticated animals are estimated to have begun around 8,000 BC.  By 7,000 BC the first signed of agriculture, particularly cereal grains, appeared in Canaan, Anatolia (modern Turkey) and what is now modern Iraq and Iraqi-Kurdistan.  The development of agriculture and irrigation caused a great increase in population that prohibited a return to the former hunter-gatherer lifestyle.  By 6,000 BC the diverse people of the region had developed an extensive trading network for tools and raw materials such as obsidian.  
Art. 42 Civilization
It was not until late 4,000 BC that civilization can truly be considered to have begun.  Populations clustered in urban centers that often focused around a temple and often commanded large hinterlands.  These cities sometimes joined together into city-states.  Societies were stratified with a small ruling elite headed by a king, followed by administrators and priests, served by artists and craftsmen operating above the price ranges of masses of farmers, fisher people, herders, and slaves.  Civilization spread rapidly between 4,000 and 3,000.  The oldest traces of urbanism are found in Eridu, southern Iraq, around 4,500 BC.  By 3,500 BC the Mesopotamian city of Uruk consisted of 617 acres of closely packed houses; all the villages within 12 kilometers were dependent upon the city and formed part of the economic base
Art. 43 Writing
As populations became larger the political and economic systems began to require a record keeping system to account for surplus goods, land ownership, trade and calendars. The first attempts at record keeping began with clay tokens impressed with symbols identifying their owners.  The next step in Mesopotamia took the form of the census and accounting whereby pictographs of animals were accompanied by numbers, incised on tablets of baked clay with pointed reeds.  By 3,100 BC a syllabic system using wedge-shaped cuneiform signs, each standing for a consonant-vowel cluster, had developed.  First used by for the Sumerian language, this kind of writing system was later employed by the speakers of other languages.  At the same time a completely distinct form of writing was developed in Egypt.

Art. 44 Sumeria
By 3,100 BC the desire for security and access to resources led the Mesopotamian cities such as Uruk and Eridu to join together as Sumerians with their capital at Ur.  The Sumerians controlled the southern Mesopotamian region. Ur was a walled city protecting 24,000 people from warfare that had become a common political and economic tool.  City-states were also developing elsewhere in Mesopotamia, the eastern Mediterranean coast, Syria, Anatolia and Iraq.  Petty wars were frequent and bloody. 
Art. 45 Egypt
By 3,000 BC Egypt had established a united kingdom reaching from the Nile Delta to the First Cataract (just south of Aswan).  The archaeological record shows that cultural groups from the south gradually absorbed their northern neighbors.  The official political history of Egypt has been reconstructed from royally inscribed and dated artifacts as well as later annals and king lists beginning with the dawn of the 3rd millennium BC.  In Egyptian society the hereditary King was considered a living God and had a large bureaucracy to manage the kingdom.  The ruling class coerced the masses with religion and force to build monumental temples, palaces, fortification, irrigation systems, to pay taxes with surpluses and to fight in the army.  Early royal tombs in Mesopotamia and Egypt provide evidence that retainers were sacrificed and buried with their rulers so that they could continue to serve them in the afterlife.  The Old Egyptian kingdom failed as the result of this drought after 700 years around 2,300 BC, the same time as the Akkadian Empire dissolved.  In Egypt a new dynasty of rulers emerged from the southern town of Thebes that has become called the Middle Kingdom.  

Part VII The First Empires

Art. 46 Akkadian Empire
A little before 2300 BC the Akkadians built the first empire under King Sargon I by conquering the Sumerians in southern Mesopotamia.   A major drought and an unsustainable administration based almost entirely upon military coercion led to the dissolution of the Akkadian Empire within 150 years.  
Art. 47 Babylonian Empire

In 2112 BC Urnammu of Ur created a new empire in southern Mesopotamia.  King Urnammu emphasized effective bureaucracies and wrote important codes of law.   By the 2nd millennium BC Semitic-speaking Babylonians gained the upper hand in Mesopotamia.  King Hammurapi is famous for his code of law the Hammurabi Code and for his effective and enlightened administration.  By the 17th Century BC the Babylonian Empire was dissolving and the Indo-European Mitanni (Also known as the Jurrians) were filtering into the region.  A second Babylonian kingdom was founded under Nebuchadnezzar ruled Mesopotamia for 50 years from 589 - 539 BC before it fell to the Persians.

Art. 48 Hurrians
Indo-European Mitanni invaded southern Mesopotamia and Egypt from their base in the eastern Euphrates during the 17th century BC as the result of the dissolution of the Babylonian Empire.  These Semitic-speaking pastorialists and traders moved into the Nile Delta, where they founded a dynasty known as the Hyksos, meaning, “rulers of foreign lands”.  These intruders dominated the region for a century with several vassal dynasties.  They brought with them the horse-drawn chariot with which they taught the Egyptians that they were not safe within their own borders.  The Kurdish people attribute their ancestry directly to the Hurrians.

Part VIII Old Testament
Art. 49 Kush Dynasty
By the mid 16th century BC a line of kings had again arisen from Thebes that was now a land called, “Kush”, in Southern Egypt to drive out the Hyskos.  The last of these kings, Ahmose, did not stop with routing the foreign invaders.  King Ahmose continued up the Mediterranean coast conquering the entire region from the Fourth Cataract in the south to create vassal kings in the Euphrates to the north; creating a New Kingdom of Egypt.  

Art. 50 Hittites
The only kingdom independent of the Kush dynasty, in the Fertile Crescent, during the late 2nd millennium BC was that of the Hittites, an Indo-European group with a capital in Boghaz Keoy, Anatolia (modern Turkey). The Hittite King Hattuchili II is reported to have signed a treaty with his Egyptian counterpart, Ramses II, who is attributed with being the Egyptian King during Moses’s exodus from Egypt that is somewhat pre-historic although recorded in the bible.  By the dawn of the 10th century the Hittite Empire in the north fell while the power of the ruling class throughout the Middle East declined.  

Art. 51Assyrians

The Assyrians, of the upper Tigris River, rose to power in the beginning of the 1st Millenium BC.  The Assyrians had an oppressive regime that encouraged the Hebrews and Kurds to leave Assyria in search of independence.  In 722-721 BC King Sargon II conquered Israel and deported the Israelites.  His son Sennacherib continued his conquests and reached Egypt where he was stopped by pestilence spreading through his armies and was then assassinated.  His son Esarhaddon conquered Memphis in only 15 days but it was up to the next king Assurbanipal to consolidate the Assyrian conquest of Egypt by taking Thebes in 666 BC.  Assurbanipal founded a vast library at his palace in Nineveh that is the source of much of the contemporary knowledge of the life and history of the Mesopotamian region.  His brother Shamash-Shum-Ukin in Babylon rebelled against King Assurbanipal, in the ensuing civil war Assurbanipal came out the winner.  The war however weakened the Empire and in 612 BC Ninveh was sacked by a coalition of native Persians and Babylonians.   

Art. 52 Kingdom of Israel

Israel, in Canaan, is thought to have been formed by two waves of migration, one in the 18th Century BC and one in the 14th Century BC.  The tribes of Judah were governed by judges and gradually expanded encountering opposition only amongst the seafaring Philistines in Canaan.  David (1004-960 BC) managed to conquer the Philistines and take Canaan uniting Israel as its first King.  His son Solomon, led the Hebrew Kingdom to its peak when it reached Egypt and Assyria in power and prestige.  At the end Solomon’s reign the Kingdom of Israel was divided into northern Judah and southern Israel.  To combat Assyrian aggression the Jews made an alliance with the Semitic Arameans of Damascus.  In 722 BC King Sargon II of Assyria conquered Israel and deported the Israelites. 

Art. 53 Persian Empire

The Persians from Iran first entered the world stage in 539 BC when King Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon.  The Persian Empire extended from the Mediterranean to India and was a time of cultural exchange and flourishing arts throughout the Middle East.  The Persians fell before the invasion of Alexander the Great in 333 BC.  The Persian Empire was then ruled by naturalized Greek generals and remained largely independent of the Roman Conquest.  In 224 AD the Sassanian dynasty took power from the Parthians, restoring native Persian rule.  The first monarch, Ardaship, claimed descent from the ancient Archaemenids, and confronted the Romans.  His son, Shapur, jettisoned the Hellenistic structure and began to restore ancient Persian traditions, primarily the worship of the god Mazda, through the teachings of the prophet Zoroaster.  Pahlavi, rather than Greek, became the language of the court and administration.  The new Persia was an attractive option to many people who were tired of the oppressive Byzantines. 

Art. 54 Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great was born in Macedonia, northern Greece, in 356 BC.  The Macedonian infantry phalanx was the dominant military formation in Greece.  After the assassination of his father Phillip II, Alexander the Great led a holy war against the Persians in retaliation for their attacks on Greece a century and half before.  The Persians had begun to decline and most of their army was comprised of Greek and Asian mercenaries.  In 332 BC Alexander crossed the Hellespont with 40,000 troops and began routing the armies of Persian Great King Darius II.  The discipline of the Macedonian troops shattered the Persian army and the Greeks took the capitals of Susa, Babylon and Persepolis.  Before King Darius II could be captured he was murdered by his bodyguards.  The Conquest of Alexander the Great united a vast region uniting Macedonia, the Balkans, Persia and Egypt.  In 323 BC, at age 33, Alexander the Great died of a sudden illness.  The Empire that remained after his death was ruled by Macedonians who were naturalized and intermarried with the local countries although the Greek speaking rulers remained in power until the intervention of the Roman Republic in 190 BC.   

Part IX Christianity
Art. 55 Roman Conquest

Between 192-188 BC Rome waged a war against the Persian rulers descended from Alexander’s General and acquired territory south of the Black Sea.  In 133 BC King Analus III bequeathed his kingdom of Pergamum along the Mediterranean coast of Anatolia to the senate and people of Rome.  In 63 BC the Roman General Pompey conquered Syria.  After Cleopatra VII was defeated at the Battle of Actium in 31 BC, Octavian, nephew of Julius Caesar, annexed Egypt.  The Middle East became very important for Rome whose people were fed with Middle Eastern wheat and temples were constructed with precious stones and gold.  Roman conquests were built to last and they built roads and kept the peace throughout the Middle East.  The Persian Empire in the east proved to unconquerable to the Romans who faced constant battles with them.  By the 3rd Century AD Rome had lost its grip on Egypt, Syria, and most of Asia minor to Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra.  

Art. 56 Christ

Jesus Christ was born in Nazareth and became a carpenter and great religious leader of Jews whose teachings, recorded in the New Testament of the Bible, serve as the foundation of the many Christian faiths that are preached around the world.  Initially Christianity spread through a network of synagogues but was open to all people.  In 64 AD Roman Emperor Nero used the Christians as scapegoats for the great fire of Rome that Nero is attributed to have started himself.  Around 180 AD a member of the Imperial Roman household converted to Christianity and began to protect fellow Christians in Rome from persecution.  By the end of the 1st century there was already a developed Christian clergy.  Through many great scholars of the church and a tradition of arguing doctrine the Christians forged an effective structure and discipline to confront the persecution that they faced from the Romans.  

In 260 AD Emperor Gallienus pardoned the Christians, protecting them until 303 AD.  In this time period property taken from the Christians was returned and Christians could practice their faith openly.  However in 304 AD Rome changed their policy, although their were no killings, the Romans burned books and church vestments while church ceremonies were prohibited under pain of death.  In 312 AD Emperor Constantine reversed the tide of persecution and by 400 AD Christianity had become the official religion throughout the Roman Empire.

Art. 57 Byzantine Empire

On May 11, 330 AD Emperor Constantine inaugurated the city of Constantine as a “New Rome” on the site of the ancient city of Byzantium on the European shore of the Bosporus.  The Byzantine Empire possessed a theroretical unity based upon the union between church and state.  However by 500AD the church had become divided between the Greek speaking Eastern Orthodox and the Latin speaking Western Catholics.  In 527 the Emperor Justinian attempted to construct a Christian state through endless campaigns to recover the lands lost by the Roman Empire to the Persians, Slavs and Vandals.  Early in the 7th Century Emperor Heraclius waged war against the Persians.  During the 18 month conflict Heraclius lost control of Syria, much of Anatolia.  At this same time a group of nomads named the Avars by the west and Ruan Ruan by the Asians posed a constant threat to both Persians and Romans.  They were first subsidized by the Byzantine Empire but when they were not paid they looted the Byzantine Balkans.  In 626 AD the Avar besieged Constantinople from the north and the Persians from the south.  Although Heraclius managed to fight off the invaders the Arabs united under the Prophet Muhammad managed to push Byzantine troops entirely out of the Middle East.

Part X Islam

Art. 58 The Prophet

In 610 CE (AD), Allah ordained 40 year old Muhammad ibn Abdillah  (571-632AD/CE) the final Prophet he would send to earth. Over five centuries had passed since the previous Prophet He sent, Jesus the son of Mary.  Muhammed earned his living as a trader and was known by his people as al-amin (the trustworthy one). When Muhammad reached the age of 40, the angel Gabriel came to him with revelations that established his prophethood. Muhammad (saas) was first ordered to instruct his immediate family on Islam, including his beloved wife Khadija, but eventually it was revealed to him that he should begin delivering the message to all of mankind. In the next 20 years of his life, he communicated the message of Allah to his people, and set an example for how each human being should lead her or his life. This is especially valuable since Muhammad is the last Prophet of Allah. In the year 632, the year of his death, the Prophet delivered his famous last sermon.  Though Muhammad was born in the Arabian peninsula, he was commissioned by Allah to deliver a message to Arabs and non-Arabs alike.  Over the centuries Islam became embraced by the majority of the people residing in the North African Middle East and is a major religion in all parts of the world that helped scientists and scholars to achieve higher levels of achievement due to the international solidarity.

Art. 59 The Rightly Guided Caliphs

Upon the death of the Prophet, Abu Bakr, the friend of the Prophet and the first adult male to embrace Islam, became caliph. Abu Bakr ruled for two years to be succeeded by 'Umar who was caliph for a decade and during whose rule Islam spread extensively east and west conquering the Persian empire, Syria and Egypt. It was 'Umar who marched on foot at the end of the Muslim army into Jerusalem and ordered the protection of Christian sites. 'Umar also established the first public treasury and a sophisticated financial administration. He established many of the basic practices of Islamic government.  Umar was succeeded by 'Uthman who ruled for some twelve years during which time the Islamic expansion continued. He is also known as the caliph who had the definitive text of the Noble Quran copied and sent to the four corners of the Islamic world. He was in turn succeeded by 'Ali who is known to this day for his eloquent sermons and letters, and also for his bravery. With his death the rule of the "rightly guided" caliphs, who hold a special place of respect in the hearts of Muslims, came to an end. 

Art. 60 Umayyad Caliphate

The Umayyad caliphate established in 661 was to last for about a century. During this time Damascus became the capital of an Islamic world which stretched from the western borders of China to southern France. Not only did the Islamic conquests continue during this period through North Africa to Spain and France in the West and to Sind, Central Asia and Transoxiana in the East, but the basic social and legal institutions of the newly founded Islamic world were established.  When the Abbasids captured Damascus, one of the Umayyad princes escaped and made the long journey from there to Spain to found Umayyad rule there, thus beginning the golden age of Islam in Spain. Cordoba was established as the capital and soon became Europe's greatest city not only in population but from the point of view of its cultural and intellectual life. The Umayyads ruled over two centuries until they weakened and were replaced by local rulers.
Art. 61 Golden Age of Islam
The Abbasids, who succeeded the Umayyads, shifted the capital to Baghdad which soon developed into an incomparable center of learning and culture as well as the administrative and political heart of a vast world.  They ruled for over 500 years but gradually their power waned and they remained only symbolic rulers bestowing legitimacy upon various sultans and princes who wielded actual military power. While the Abbasids ruled in Baghdad, a number of powerful dynasties such as the Fatimids, Ayyubids and Mamluks held power in Egypt, Syria and Palestine. The most important event in this area as far as the relation between Islam and the Western world was concerned was the series of Crusades declared by the Pope and espoused by various European kings. The purpose, although political, was outwardly to recapture the Holy Land and especially Jerusalem for Christianity. Although there was at the beginning some success and local European rule was set up in parts of Syria and Palestine, Muslims finally prevailed and in 1187 Saladin, the great Muslim leader, recaptured Jerusalem and defeated the Crusaders.

The Abbasid caliphate was finally abolished when Hulagu, the Mongol ruler, captured Baghdad in 1258, destroying much of the city including its incomparable libraries.  Agricultural development resulting from government planned irrigation has never recovered to the level achieved by the Abbasids.  The Mongols devastated the eastern lands of Islam and ruled from the Sinai Desert to India for a century. But they soon converted to Islam and became known as the Il-Khanids. They were in turn succeeded by Timur and his descendents who made Samarqand their capital and ruled from 1369 to 1500. The sudden rise of Timur delayed the formation and expansion of the Ottoman empire but soon the Ottomans became the dominant power in the Islamic world.

Part XI Eurasian Colonialism

Art. 62 Crusades

There were four major Crusades and a Children’s Crusade between 1095 AD and 1212AD according to Treece, Henry.  The Crusades.  Random House. New York. 1962 The first Crusade was incited by Pope Urban II and led by Walter the Penniless and Peter the Hermit.  The Crusade united a broad consortium of landless Italians, French, Normans and Germans numbering nearly 500,000 who marched against the Seljuk Turks in Constantinople in 1095.  The initial force was massacred by the Seljuk Turks and it was not until 1097 that the Crusade, led by nobles, reached Constantinople and conquered Antioch.  In 1099 Belgian Geoffrey led a victorious army to the Holy City of Jerusalem where he was elected leader of the city.  The Latin Kingdoms that were carved out by the First Crusade were held by a number of fortresses manned by the Knights of St. John Hospitaller (1100) and the Knights of the Templar (1123).  

By 1144 the Seljuk Turks had begun to take back the land and it was determined that there was a need for a second Crusade.  In 1946 King Louis VII of France and Emperor Conrad III.  This Crusade was however much less successful and a large contingent of Germans left to fight their Crusade on the East side of the Elbe.  In 1169 the Kurdish adventurer Saladin had conquered Egypt and united a large coalition of Moslems against the Christian crusaders who lost Jerusalem in 1187.

To retake the Holy City of Jerusalem Emperor Frederick I, King Phillip Augustus of France and King Richard, “the Lion Hearted” of England set forth in the Third Crusade.  The papacy was enfeebled at this time and provided little support and the poor were not inclined to go to war because only the kings and barons straggled back after losing and the soldiers were beheaded and left in slavery.  The Third Crusade was a total failure and King Augustus died suddenly and King Richard behaved miserably at the negotiating table and failed to conquer to the Holy Land.  In 1198 Pope Innocent III was elected and he restored vigor to papacy.  In 1200 he began a was to unseat the Saracens in Spain that was trounced in 1212 at Las Navas de Toloces. 

In 1212 50,000 children marched from France and Germany to “conquer” the Holy Land in the Children’s Crusade.  Of the 30,000 French children, only 1 returned as they had been sold into slavery in Algiers and Cairo.  Of the 20,000 German children only 2,000 returned to be taunted and enslaved by the European peasants 

Art. 63 Ottoman Empire

From humble origins the Turks rose to dominate over the whole of Anatolia and even parts of Europe. In 1453 Mehmet the Conqueror captured Constantinople and put an end to the Byzantine empire. The Ottomans conquered much of eastem Europe and nearly the whole of the Arab world, only Morocco and Mauritania in the West and Yemen, Hadramaut and parts of the Arabian peninsula remaining beyond their control. They reached their zenith of power with Suleyman the Magnificent whose armies reached Hungary and Austria. From the 17th century onward with the rise of Westem European powers and later Russia, the power of the Ottomans began to wane. But they nevertheless remained a force to be reckoned with until the First World War when they were defeated by the Westem nations. Soon thereafter Kamal Ataturk gained power in Turkey and abolished the six centuries of rule of the Ottomans in 1924.

Art. 64 Safavid Persia

While the Ottomans were concerned mostly with the westem front of their empire, to the east in Persia a new dynasty called the Safavids came to power in 1502. The Safavids established a powerful state of their own which flourished for over two centuries and became known for the flowering of the arts. Their capital, Isfahan, became one of the most beautiful cities with its blue tiled mosques and exquisite houses. The Afghan invasion of 1736 put an end to Safavid rule and prepared the independence of Afghanistan which occurred formally in the 19th century. Persia itself fell into turmoil until Nader Shah, the last Oriental conqueror, reunited the country and even conquered India. But the rule of the dynasty established by him was short-lived. The Zand dynasty soon took over to be overthrown by the Qajars in 1779 who made Tehran their capital and ruled until 1921 when they were in turn replaced by the Pahlavis; Schorr, Daniel; Hawass, Zahi; Wheatcroft, Andrew; Fromkin, David; Mackey, Sandra; Halevi, Yossi; Sennott, Charles; Viorst, Milton.  History and Faith, Cradle and Crucible, In the Middle East. National Geographic. Washington, DC. 2002.

Part XII Arab Revolt

Art. 65 Arab Revolt

At the height of European colonial expansion in the 19th century, most of the Islamic world was under rule of the Ottoman Empire with the exception of Persia, Afghanistan, Yemen and certain parts of Arabia that were under a great deal of foreign influence and threat.  When the Ottoman Empire sided with Germany during the First World War the English were compelled to send a large contingency of troops and foreign intelligence officers to Egypt to protect the Suez Canal.  With the support of such British officers as Lawrence of Arabia the Arabs managed to lead a successful revolt against the Ottoman Empire.  In the subsequent Sykes-Pilot agreement the British and French gave Syria to King Feisal, Iraq to his brother King Abdullah to rule as a colonial mandate Kiernan, RH. Lawrence of Arabia.  George G. Harrap & Co. Ltd. 1935.      

Art. 66 Balfour Declaration

After the First World War with the breakup of the Ottoman empire, a number of Arab states such as Iraq became independent, others like Jordan were created as a new entity and yet others like Palestine, Syria and Lebanon were either mandated or turned into French colonies. As for Arabia, it was at this time that Saudi Arabia became finally consolidated. As for other parts of the Islamic world, Egypt which had been ruled by the descendents of Muhammad Ali since the l9th century became more independent as a result of the fall of the Ottomans, Turkey was turned into a secular republic by Ataturk, and the Pahlavi dynasty began a new chapter in Persia where its name reverted to its eastern traditional form of Iran. But most of the rest of the Islamic world remained under colonial rule. 

Art. 67Arabian Independence
It was only after the Second World War and the dismemberment of the British, French, Dutch and Spanish empires that the rest of the Islamic world gained its independence. In the Arab world, Syria and Lebanon became independent at the end of the war as did Libya and the shaykdoms around the Gulf and the Arabian Sea by the 1960's. The North African countries of Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria had to fight a difficult and, in the case of Algeria, long and protracted war to gain their freedom which did not come until a decade later for Tunisia and Morocco and two decades later for Algeria. Only Palestine did not become independent but was partitioned in 1948 with the establishment of the state of Israel according to the World History of Islam.
Appendix

Table 1: Official Development Atlas
	Country
	Population
	GDP in billions US $
	Per Capita in US $
	ODA 2003 in millions
	ODA est 2006 in millions
	Con.

	Totals
	713,100,000
	3,671.9
	$5,150
	12,137
	22,200
-1,000
	

	Yemen
	20,727,063
	17.2
	$800
	243.1
	1,000
	1994

	Afghanistan
	29,928,987
	21.5
	$800
	1,553
	10,200
	2004

	Tajikstan
	7,163,506
	8.08
	$1,200
	144.1
	750
	1994

	Palestine
	3,762,005
	4.169 
	$1,226
	971.6
	1,000
	2001

	Kyrgystan
	5,146,281
	9.324
	$1,800
	197.7
	500
	1996

	Uzbekistan
	26,851,195
	52.21
	$1,900
	194.4
	500
	1992

	Iraq
	26,074,906
	94.1
	$3,400
	2,265
	1,650
	2005

	Pakistan
	162,419,946
	385.2
	$2,400
	1,068.4
	1,500
	2003

	Syria
	18,448,752
	63.86
	$3,500
	160.3
	250
	1973

	Azerbaijan
	7,911,974
	36.53
	$4,600
	296.7
	300
	1995

	Maldives
	349,106
	1.25
	$3,900
	18
	20
	1998

	Egypt
	77,505,756
	337.9
	$4,400
	1,120
	1,200
	1980

	Morocco
	32,725,847
	139.5
	$4,300
	522.8
	500
	1996

	Jordan
	5,759,732
	27.7
	$4,800
	1,234.3
	1,300
	1952

	Lebanon
	3,826,018
	19.49
	$5,100
	228.3
	250
	1947

	Kurdistan 
	36,200,000
	225
	$6,250
	
	87
	Iraqi

	Turkmenistan
	4,952,081
	29.38
	$5,900
	27.2
	30
	1992

	Algeria
	32,531,853
	237
	$7,300
	232.2
	250
	1996

	Libya
	5,765,563
	48.19
	$8,400
	10
	10
	1969

	Tunisia
	10,074,951
	76.91
	$7,600
	305.5
	305
	1988

	Turkey
	69,660,559
	551.6
	$7,900
	165.8
	165
	1982

	Iran
	68,017,860
	551.6
	$8,100
	133
	133
	1989

	Kazakhstan
	15,185,844
	132.7
	$8,700
	268.4
	268
	1998

	Saudi Arabia
	26,417,599
	340.5
	$12,900
	21.9
	22
	1992

	Oman
	3,001,583
	40.14
	$13,400
	44.5
	10
	1996

	Bahrain
	688,345
	14.08
	$20,500
	37.5
	-35
	2002

	Israel
	6,276,883
	139.2
	$22,200
	662
	-500
	1948

	Kuwait
	2,335,648
	51.62
	$22,100
	4.4
	-175
	1962

	Qatar
	863,051
	22.47
	$26,000
	2
	-40
	2003

	United Arab Emirates
	2,563,212
	74.51
	$29,100
	5.2
	-250
	1971


Table 2: Vital Statistics
	Country
	Growth
	Life 

Expec

tancy
	Births per 1,000
	Deaths per 1,000
	Infant Mort

ality per 1,000
	AIDS

rate
	Migr

ation per 1,000
	Literacy

	Total
	1.4%
	69.59
	25.48
	6.33
	42.79
	0.1%
	1.19
	79.48%

	Yemen
	3.45%
	61.75
	43.07
	8.53
	61.5
	0.1%
	0
	50.2%

	Afghanistan
	4.77%
	42.9
	47.01
	20.75
	163.1
	
	21.43
	36%

	Tajikstan
	2.15%
	64.56
	32.58
	8.39
	110.8
	<0.1%
	-2.67
	99.4%

	Palestine
	3.5%
	72.4
	38.6
	4.1
	28.3
	0.1%
	0
	91.9%

	Kyrgystan
	1.29%
	68.16
	22.8
	7.13
	35.46
	<0.1%
	-2.47
	98.7%

	Uzbekistan
	1.67%
	64.19
	26.22
	7.95
	71.1
	<0.1%
	-1.6
	99.3%

	Iraq
	2.7%
	68.7
	32.5
	5.49
	50.25
	<0.1%
	0
	40.4%

	Pakistan
	2.03%
	63
	30.42
	8.45
	72.44
	0.1%
	-1.67
	48.7%

	Syria
	2.34%
	70.03
	28.29
	4.88
	29.53
	<0.1%
	0
	76.9%

	Azerbaijan
	0.59%
	63.35
	20.4
	9.86
	81.74
	<0.1%
	-4.64
	98.8%

	Maldives
	2.82%
	64.06
	35.43
	7.24
	56.52
	0.1%
	0
	97.2%

	Egypt
	1.78%
	71
	23.32
	5.26
	32.59
	<0.1%
	-0.22
	57.7%

	Morocco
	1.57%
	70.66
	22.29
	5.64
	41.62
	0.1%
	-.92
	51.7%

	Jordan
	2.56%
	78.24
	21.76
	2.63
	17.35
	<0.1%
	6.42
	91.3%

	Lebanon
	1.26%
	72.64
	18.88
	6.24
	24.25
	0.1%
	0
	87.4%

	Kurdistan 
	1.4%
	70.10
	20.10
	5.75
	42.00
	0.1%
	0
	75%

	Turkmenistan
	1.81%
	61.39
	27.68
	8.78
	73.08
	<0.1%
	-0.81
	98.8%

	Algeria
	1.22%
	73
	17.13
	4.6
	31
	0.1%
	-0.37
	70%

	Libya
	2.33%
	76.5
	26.82
	3.48
	24.6
	0.3%
	0
	82.6%

	Tunisia
	0.99%
	74.89
	15.5
	5.09
	24.77
	<0.1%
	-0.54
	74.3%

	Turkey
	1.09%
	72.36
	16.83
	5.96
	41.04
	<0.1%
	0
	86.5%

	Iran
	0.86%
	69.96
	16.83
	5.55
	41.58
	0.1%
	-2.6
	79.4%

	Kazakhstan
	0.3%
	66.55
	15.78
	9.46
	29.21
	0.2%
	-3.34
	98.4%

	Saudi Arabia
	2.31%
	75.46
	29.56
	2.62
	13.24
	0.01%
	-3.85
	78.8%

	Oman
	3.32%
	73.13
	36.73
	3.86
	18.51
	0.1%
	0.31
	75.8%

	Bahrain
	1.51%
	74.23
	18.1
	4.08
	17.27
	0.2%
	1.04
	89.1%

	Israel
	1.2%
	79.32
	18.21
	6.18
	7.03
	0.1%
	0
	95.4%

	Kuwait
	3.44%
	77.03
	21.88
	2.42
	9.95
	0.12%
	14.96
	83.5%

	Qatar
	2.61%
	73.67
	15.54
	4.61
	18.61
	
	15.17
	89%

	United Arab Emirates
	1.54%
	75.24
	18.78
	4.26
	14.51
	0.18%
	0.84
	77.9%


Table 3: Economics

	Country
	Economic

Growth
	Unem       ploy

ment
	Below Poverty Line
	Inflation
	Budget Revenue billions US $
	Budget Expense billions US $
	Exports billions US $
	Imports billions

US $
	External Debt billion US $

	Totals
	8.6%
	16.9%
	32.25%
	7.36%
	630.6
	583.7
	750.7
	3,223.1
	441.8

	Yemen
	2.5%
	35%
	45.2%
	9.6%
	5.616
	5.719
	6.387
	4.19
	5.689

	Afghanistan
	8%
	40%
	53%
	16.3%
	0.269
	0.561
	0.471
	3.87
	8.5

	Tajikstan
	8%
	50%
	60%
	8%
	0.4423
	0.5462
	0.950
	1.25
	0.888

	Palestine
	0.2%
	25.6%
	35.5%
	
	0.798
	1.126
	0.620
	2,701.5
	0.9892

	Kyrgystan
	2%
	18%
	40%
	4.2%
	0.5163
	0.5399
	0.759
	0.9374
	2.428

	Uzbekistan
	5.4%
	0.7%
	28%
	7.1%
	2.815
	2.917
	5.36
	4.14
	5.184

	Iraq
	2.4%
	27.7%
	
	40%
	19.3
	24
	17.78
	19.57
	82.1

	Pakistan
	8.4%
	6.6%
	32%
	9.2%
	15.45
	18.42
	14.85
	21.26
	39.94

	Syria
	1.4%
	20%
	20%
	2.6%
	5.685
	6.521
	6.344
	5.973
	8.59

	Azerbaijan
	18.3%
	1.2%
	49%
	12%
	3.18
	2.986
	6.117
	4.656
	2.253

	Maldives
	2.3%
	
	
	1%
	0.244
	0.284
	0.123
	0.645
	0.281

	Egypt
	4.5%
	10%
	16.7%
	5.4%
	18.03
	24.55
	14.33
	24.1
	28.05

	Morocco
	1.8%
	10.5%
	19%
	2.1%
	12.94
	16.77
	9.472
	18.15
	15.6

	Jordan
	5.5%
	15%
	30%
	3.9%
	3.68
	4.688
	4.226
	8.681
	8.459

	Lebanon
	0.5%
	18%
	28%
	2.4%
	4.953
	6.595
	1.782
	8.855
	

	Kurdistan
	3.5%
	13%
	18%
	13%
	250
	250
	
	
	

	Turkmenistan
	7%
	60%
	58%
	10%
	1.401
	1.542
	4.7
	4.175
	2.5

	Algeria
	7.1%
	22.5%
	23%
	4.7%
	42.05
	30.75
	49.59
	22.53
	21.54

	Libya
	8.5%
	30%
	
	-1%
	25.34
	15.47
	30.79
	10.82
	4.267

	Tunisia
	4.9%
	13.5%
	7.6%
	2%
	7.322
	8.304
	10.3
	12.86
	18.91

	Turkey
	5.1%
	10%
	20%
	7.7%
	93.58
	115.3
	72.49
	101.2
	161.8

	Iran
	4.8%
	11.2%
	40%
	16%
	48.82
	60.4
	55.42
	42.5
	16.94

	Kazakhstan
	9%
	7.6%
	19%
	7.4%
	12.19
	12.44
	30.09
	17.51
	32.7

	Saudi Arabia
	6.4%
	13%
	
	0.6%
	143.7
	89.65
	165
	44.93
	34.55

	Oman
	1.9%
	15%
	
	0.4%
	14.36
	10.61
	19.01
	8.709
	4.586

	Bahrain
	5.9%
	15%
	
	2.7%
	4.662
	3.447
	11.17
	7.83
	6.831

	Israel
	4.3%
	8.9%
	21%
	1.3%
	43.82
	58.04
	40.14
	43.19
	73.87

	Kuwait
	4.5%
	2.2%
	
	3.5%
	47.21
	20.77
	44.43
	12.23
	14.93

	Qatar
	8.8%
	2.7%
	
	7.8%
	17.31
	11.31
	24.9
	6.706
	20.63

	United Arab Emirates
	6.7%
	2.4%
	
	4.5%
	34.93
	29.41
	103.1
	60.15
	30.21
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