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§1 The 2004 Atlantic Hurricane Season has been one of the busiest and most destructive in history. While late in starting, there have now been 12 named storms thus far this season. These devastating storms have resulted in 18 federal disaster declarations covering 11 states, Haiti and other Caribbean Island Claims. First, there was Charley, in mid-August. Then came Frances, flooding Labor Day weekend for many. Ivan followed, then Jeanne rounded out six weeks of devastation and suffering. The string of storms wrought billions of dollars in damage, with two months still left to go in the hurricane season.

a. Michael D. Brown, Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Emergency Preparedness and Response, designated counties requiring individual and public assistance in the Presidentially declared disaster areas in 220 counties in 6 states under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42USC(68)§ 5121-5206 (the Stafford Act); in regards to hurricanes and tropical storms this 2004.                                                                                                                                     

(1) because disasters often cause loss of life, human suffering, loss of income, and property loss and damage; and

(2) because disasters often disrupt the normal functioning of governments and communities, and adversely affect individuals and  families with great severity; special measures, designed to assist the efforts of the affected States in expediting the rendering of aid, assistance, and emergency services, and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of devastated areas, are necessary

b. under 42USC(68)§5170B-3 essential assistance programs are categorized as follows;

(A) debris removal;

(B) search and rescue, emergency medical care, emergency mass care, emergency shelter, and provision of food, water, medicine, and other essential needs, including movement of

supplies or persons;

(C) clearance of roads and construction of temporary bridges necessary to the performance of emergency tasks and essential community services;

(D) provision of temporary facilities for schools and other essential community services;

(E) demolition of unsafe structures which endanger the public;

(F) warning of further risks and hazards;

(G) dissemination of public information and assistance regarding health and safety measures;

(H) provision of technical advice to State and local governments on disaster management and control; and

(I) reduction of immediate threats to life, property, and public health and safety.

1.Florida Hurricane Jeanne was the fourth Presidentially declared disaster in Florida this 2004 on September 26, 2004 in HQ-04-209.  26 counties were designated eligible for 100% assistance including Brevard, Citrus, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Indian River, Lake, Levy, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Seminole, St. Lucie, Sumter and Volusia.  250,000 are homeless in the Caribbean, 160,000 in Haiti, 
2. The hurricanes began with Florida Hurricane Charley and Tropical Storm Bonnie notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Florida (FEMA-1539-DR), dated August 13, 2004 for damages sustained beginning on August 11 and designating four counties Charlotte, Lee, Manatee, and Sarasota Counties for Individual Assistance.  The 9th Amendment on August 30 closed the case.

3. Florida Hurricane Frances notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Florida (FEMA-1545-DR), dated September 4, 2004 naming 5 counties;

a. Brevard, Indian River, Martin, Palm Beach, and St. Lucie Counties for Individual Assistance. 

b. the 9th Amendment on the 27th transferred public assistance to 8 new counties, Glades, Gadsden, Hamilton, Hendry,  Leon, Madison, Union and Wakulla Counties for [Categories C-G] under the Public Assistance program 

4. Florida Hurricane Ivan notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Florida (FEMA-1551-DR), dated September 16, 2004 for damages beginning on the 13th for 19 counties; was updated in the 2nd Amendment on the 25th for 21 counties.

a. Charlotte, Collier, Lee, Monroe, and Sarasota Counties for emergency protective measures (Category B) under the Public Assistance program.

b. Jefferson County for Public Assistance [Categories C through G]

c. Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Wakulla, Walton, and Washington Counties for Public Assistance [Categories C through G] 

5. Georgia Hurricane Ivan notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Georgia (FEMA-1554-DR), dated September 18, 2004, and amended September 24, 2004 for 26 counties in varying needs of assistance;

(a) The counties of Dade, Miller, and Pickens for Individual Assistance.

(b) The counties of Banks, Dade, Elbert, Fannin, Forsyth, Habersham, Harris, Lumpkin, Miller, and Pickens for Public Assistance (Categories A through G.)

(c) The counties of Carroll, Cherokee, Dawson, DeKalb, Early, Franklin, Fulton, Gilmer, Madison, Rabun, Towns, Union, and White for Public Assistance [Categories C through G] 

6. Georgia Tropical Storm Frances was Presidentially declared a disaster on September 24, 2004 in HQ-04-206.  56 counties eligible for federal funding to pay the state and affected local governments and certain private non-profit organizations 75 percent of the approved costs for the restoration of damaged facilities. The funding also covers eligible state and local government costs for debris removal and emergency services related to the disaster.  The designated counties include Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Brantley, Brooks, Butts, Candler, Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, Colquitt, Cook, Crawford, Crisp, Decatur, Dodge, Dooly, Echols, Elbert, Evans, Glynn, Greene, Houston, Irwin, Jasper, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Laurens, Lowndes, Macon, Monroe, Montgomery, Peach, Pulaski, Putnam, Rabun, Schley, Spalding, Sumter, Talbot, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, Thomas, Tift, Turner, Twiggs, Upson, Washington, Wheeler, Wilkes and Wilkinson.
7. North Carolina Tropical Storm Frances notice of the 4th Amendment of a major disaster declaration for the State of North Carolina (FEMA-1546-DR), dated September 10, 2004 and ending the 12th, named 3 counties Alleghany, Ashe and Wilkes Counties for Individual Assistance. 

8. North Carolina Hurricane Ivan notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of North Carolina (FEMA-1553-DR), dated September 18, 2004.  10 days later, on September 28, 2004, in the 2nd Amendment FEMA adding 13 counties, for a total of 29 Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Davidson, Forsyth, Graham, Guilford, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Swain, and Wilkes counties to the 16 county list of Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Transylvania, Watauga, and Yancey.

9. Mississippi Hurricane Ivan notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Mississippi (FEMA-1550-DR), dated September 15, 2004 regarding damages beginning on the 13th , in its 4th Amendment dated the 27th designated 30 different counties eligible for varying degrees of assistance;

a. Clarke, George, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Lauderdale, Perry, Stone, and Wayne were eligible for individual assistance.

b. Clay, Monroe, Oktibbeha, and Winston Counties for Public Assistance.

c. The counties of Clarke, Covington, Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson Davis, Jones, Kemper, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lowndes, Marion, Neshoba, Newton, Noxubee, Pearl River, Perry, Smith, Stone, Walthall and Wayne for debris removal and emergency protective measures (Categories A and B) 
10. South Carolina, Hurricane Charley notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of South Carolina (FEMA-1543-DR), dated September 1, 2004 designating two counties Georgetown and Horry Counties for Public Assistance for damages sustained August 14-15, 2004.

11. South Carolina Tropical Storm Gaston notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of South Carolina (FEMA-1547-DR), dated September 15, 2004 granted 3 counties Berkeley, Charleston, and Williamsburg Counties Public Assistance

12. Alabama Hurricane Ivan notice of the Presidential declaration of a major disaster for the State of Alabama (FEMA-1549-DR), dated September 15, 2004 regarding inclement weather beginning on the 13th in its 1st Amendment dated the 23rd covers 41 counties;

a. Barbour, Blount, Bullock, Calhoun, Clay, Cullman, Dale, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Lamar, Lawrence, Lee, Macon, Marshall, Marion, Pike, St. Clair, Tallapoosa, Walker, and Winston Counties for Individual Assistance.

b. Autauga, Bibb, Chilton, Choctaw, Coosa, Dallas, Elmore, Greene, Hale, Jefferson, Lowndes, Marengo, Montgomery, Perry, Pickens, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tuscaloosa, and Wilcox Counties for Individual Assistance (already designated for debris removal and emergency protective measures (Categories A & B)
§2. Applicant's Guide to the Individuals & Households Program for Help After a Disaster of July 2004 enables Federal Emergency Management Administration to provide relief to those qualified individuals who apply for;

1. Temporary Housing (a place to live for a limited period of time) - Money is available to rent a different place to live, or a government provided housing unit when rental properties are not available.

2. Repair - Money is available to homeowners to repair damage from the disaster that is not covered by insurance.  The goal is to make the damaged home safe, sanitary, and functional.

3. Replacement:   Money is available to homeowners to replace their home destroyed in the disaster that is not covered by insurance.  The goal is to help the homeowner with the cost of replacing their destroyed home.

4. Permanent Housing Construction:  Direct assistance or money for the construction of a home.  This type of help occurs only in insular areas or remote locations specified by FEMA, where no other type of housing assistance is possible.  

5. Other Needs:  Money is available for necessary expenses and serious needs caused by the disaster.  This includes medical, dental, funeral, personal property, transportation, moving, and Unemployment, Retirement and Disability Insurance storage, and other expenses that are authorized by law.

§3 Apply over the phone to FEMA:  Call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) (hearing/speech impaired ONLY—call 1-800-462-7585). 

1. In addition to having a pen and paper, please have the following information ready to give to the person who takes your call:

-Your Social Security Number. 

-A description of your losses that were caused by the disaster.

-Insurance Information.

-Directions to your damaged property.

-A telephone number where you can be contacted.

2. Within about 10 days after you have applied for help, if an inspection is required to process your application, an inspector will contact you to make an appointment to visit your property.  The inspector will contact you within 10 days of your application.  In some cases you may be contacted the same day that you apply.  The inspector will visit your property to assess the damage related to the disaster.  There is no fee for the inspection.  Inspectors are contractors, not FEMA employees, but your inspector will have FEMA identification. You must be present for your scheduled appointment. You must have proof of ownership and occupancy to show the inspector.

3. Within about 10 days of the inspector's visit, you will receive a letter from IHP informing you of the decision on your request for help. 

-If you are eligible for help, the letter will be followed by a U.S. Treasury/State check or there will be a transfer of cash to your bank account. The letter will explain what the money can be used to pay for. You should use the money given to you as explained in the letter.  

-If you are not eligible for help, the letter will give the reason for the decision. You will be informed of your appeal rights in the letter from FEMA. 

-If you were referred to the Small Business Administration (SBA) for help from the SBA Disaster Assistance Program, you will receive a SBA application.

4. If not served after 30 days mail an appeal letter to;

FEMA – Individuals & Households Program

National Processing Service Center

P.O. Box 10055

Hyattsville, MD  20782-7055

a.
You can fax you appeal letter to:  (800) 827-8112 

5. for information regarding claims write;

FEMA – Records Management

National Processing Service Center

P.O. Box 10055 

Hyattsville, MD  20782-7055

§4 Full Description of Disaster Assistance Programs

1. Aging Services: Services are available to meet the needs of the elderly who have been directly affected by a declared disaster (i.e., transportation, meals, home care, etc.).  

2. Agricultural Aid: The USDA Rural Development may make emergency loans to farmers and ranchers (owners or tenants) who were operating and managing a farm or ranch at the time of the disaster.  These loans are limited to the amount necessary to compensate for actual losses to essential property and/or production capacity.  Farmers and ranchers may also apply for cost sharing grants for emergency conservation programs such as debris removal from crop/pasture lands, repairs to land/water conservation structures, and permanent fencing.  Further information is available from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

3. Assistance From Financial Institutions:  Banks that are members of the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Federal Reserve System (FRS), or the Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) may permit early withdrawal of time deposits, without penalty.  Contact your financial institution to see if they have obtained a waiver from their regulatory agency.  

4. Business Loan Program: Disaster loans through the Small Business Administration (SBA) are available to businesses to repair or replace destroyed or damaged business facilities, inventory, machinery, or equipment. The maximum loan amount is                       $ 1,500,000.  If you have been referred to this program you will be receiving an application package in the mail.  For more information or help in completing this form, refer to your SBA application package or the SBA website at www.sba.gov.

5. Consumer Services: Counseling is available on consumer problems such as non-availability of products and services needed for reconstruction, price gouging, disreputable business concerns and practices, etc.  

6. Crisis Counseling: Referral services and short-term intervention counseling is available for mental health problems caused or aggravated by the disaster.  

7. Disaster Unemployment Assistance: This assistance provides weekly benefit payments to those out of work due to the disaster, including self-employed persons, farm and ranch owners, and others not covered under regular unemployment insurance programs.  

8. Emergency Assistance: Emergency food, clothing, shelter, and medical assistance may be provided to individuals and families having such needs as a result of the disaster.  The American Red Cross (ARC), the Salvation Army, church groups, and other voluntary organizations can provide assistance.  

9. Hazard Mitigation: You may receive funds to prevent future damage to your major utilities (i.e., furnace, water heater, electrical service) by either elevation or relocation of these utilities in your home.  

10. Home and Personal Property Loan Program: Disaster loans through the Small Business Administration (SBA) are available to homeowners and renters for restoring or replacing disaster damaged real and personal property.  The maximum real estate portion of the loan is $200,000 and for personal property is $40,000.  The loan amount is limited to the amount of uninsured 

11. SBA verified losses.  If you have been referred to this program you will find more information in the "Application Summary" on the back of the Disaster Assistance Application Form.  Insurance Information: Help and/or counseling is available on insurance problems and questions, which may include obtaining copies of lost policies, claims filing, expediting settlements, etc.  If you have not been able to resolve your problem with your insurance company you may contact your State Insurance Commissioner.  For flood insurance inquiries, contact the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  

12. Legal Services: Free or reduced legal services, including legal advice, counseling, and 

representation may be provided to low-income disaster victims.  

13. Social Security: Help is available from the Social Security Administration (SSA) in expediting delivery of checks delayed by the disaster and in applying for Social Security disability and survivor benefits.  

14. Federal Tax Assistance:  The federal tax laws allow the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to grant relief to taxpayers who are victims of a Presidentially declared disaster.  

This relief includes postponing tax deadlines to provide you with extra time to file and pay before you will be assessed any penalty, additional amount, or addition to the tax, or abating your interest for periods for which you received an extension of time to file tax returns and pay taxes because you were located in a Presidentially declared disaster area. 

Generally, qualified disaster relief payments are not required to be reported in gross income.  Qualified disaster relief payments include payments received from any source to pay reasonable and necessary personal, family, living, or funeral expenses incurred as a result of a Presidentially declared disaster.  The IRS may allow casualty losses that were suffered on home, personal property, and household goods to be deducted on the income tax return if they are not covered by insurance.  Taxpayers may also file an amended return to receive an early tax refund.  More information, forms and publications can be found on the IRS web at http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=108362,00.html.

15. Other Tax Assistance:  County tax assessors may provide information and assistance on possible property tax relief.

16. Veteran's Benefits: The Veterans Administration (VA) can expedite delivery of information about benefits, pensions, insurance settlements, and VA mortgage loans.  
§5 Under 42USC(68)IV§5177 the President is authorized to provide to any individual unemployed as a result of a major disaster such benefit assistance for the weeks of such unemployment.  Under 42USC(68)IV-A§5191 the Governor of every state shall estimate needs that the Federal Government will cover no less than 75% of; 

1. The following Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used for reporting and drawing funds: 

97.030, Community Disaster Loans; 

97.031, Cora Brown Fund Program; 

97.032, Crisis Counseling; 

97.033, Disaster Legal Services Program; 

97.034, Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA); 

97.036, Public Assistance Grants; 

97.039, Hazard Mitigation;

97.048, Individuals and Households Housing; 

97.049, Individuals and Households Disaster Housing Operations; 

97.050, Individuals and Households Program-Other Needs, 

§6 The Emergency Relief Situation in Haiti, Hospitals & Asylums Draft Resolution © Monday February 23, 2004 Revised Tuesday September 28, 2004

Resolving to expedite the payment of $1 billion from the Social Security Trust fund of the US Treasury to the Social Security Administration of the peaceful country of Haiti to afford both flood related emergency relief and historical health and welfare demands of the Haitian people this 2004.  

Whereas Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas this $1 billion USD shall be renewed every year in a matching Social Security Taxation Fund that would form the vast majority of the Haitian government expenditures. 

Reauthorizing the President to make this historic social security treaty between the United States and Haiti under 42USC(7)II§433 and in co-operation with the Commission of Social Security, the United States Treasurer and USAID deposit this money with the National and International Government of Haiti for administration to the poor people. 

Conscious that the World Health Organization has reported that Tropical storm Jeanne brought heavy rains to the Dominican Republic and Haiti. On Saturday 18 September the city of Gonaives in Haiti was hit by serious floods, leaving an estimated 80% of the city of 104,000 in urgent need of drinking water, food, shelter and medical care. Initial assessments by interagency teams with reported almost half the city was under 1.5-2.5 meters of water. The national authorities are speaking of 1000 confirmed deaths, while the death toll continues to rise. 

Additional to the floods in Gonaives, relatively minor floods occurred in towns and  villages in the North, North-West and Artibonite provinces of Haiti. Some villages are completely cut off by high river levels and are in urgent need of food, fuel and medical supplies. Access to these villages is only possible by helicopter 

Supplying the first shipment of 1.5 metric tones of drugs, medical supplies and basic water and sanitation materials was sent to Gonaives by helicopter on 22 September. PAHO is continuing to provide drugs and medical supplies to the national health authorities, NGO’s and other health actors in the affected area. These supplies are provided by the central warehouse of PROMESS (Essential Drugs Program), which sent the first shipment of drugs and medical material to Gonaives on Monday 20 September 2004. PAHO has purchased substantial quantities of chemical products for the treatment of cadavers (formol, creoline etc) and has made these available to the Ministry of Health. PAHO is assisting the Ministry of Health by providing transport, fuel and materials to its staff working in the area.  PAHO is acting as the focal point for health and water and sanitation and actively.  For more information, visit www.paho.org/disasters (Tropical Storm Jeanne).
Demanding $625 million for the estimated 250,000 refugees who should be granted $2,500 per capita to provide emergency health, welfare and reconstruction needs.   

Demanding also, that Haiti, as the poorest nation in the Americas, with a population of 8 million with a per capita of $1,700 and GDP of only $10.6 billion be granted immediate cash assistance of at least $1 billion USD from the United States of America, to deal with the recent flooding, emergency health and welfare for victims and investment re-fertilizing the soil with nitrogenous beans and clover, reforestation and energy for cooking this 2004.

Demanding this $1 billion be replenished every year.

Recalling Resolutions 975 (1995), 1046 (1996), 1063 (1996), 1086 (1996), 1123 (1997), 1141 (1997), 1212 (1998), and 1277 (1999) 

Recalling also S/1998/144, S/1998/434, and S/1998/1048
Recalling the 32 coup d’etat that Haiti has suffered including the most recent coup of 1991 that overthrew former President Aristide in his first elected administration.

Recalling that the armed protest in Haiti that swept through the country in February, 2004 killing over 70 people resulted in the impeachment of President Aristide and contemporary administration of President Judge of the Supreme Court.

Regretting that there is no legal justification for armed protest under Article 31 or any other section of the Haitian Constitution that states,

Freedom of unarmed assembly and association for political, economic, social, cultural or any other peaceful purposes is guaranteed. Political parties and groups shall compete with each other in the exercise of suffrage. They may be established and may carry out their activities freely. They must respect the principles of national and democratic sovereignty. Armed forces must not be part of any political party or group and must remain apolitical.

Failing to be satisfied with the 2000 elections that elected Aristide for a second term as foreign assistance has been reduced and the economy is reported to have declined.

Failing also to be satisfied with the kidnapping and exile of former President Aristide by the USA his citizenship and welcome to the country of Haiti must be restored and consideration given to his nomination as future President, when elections become a possibility.
Appreciating the $8 million USD, the Secretary of State has deposited with the Organization of American States for this purpose.

The United Nations shall remain seized of Hospitals & Asylums Welfare shareholding for Haiti, the poorest nation in the Americas, roughly estimated at $1.5 billion USD, to help guarantee Americans an income of at least $1 USD a day and afford the new elections, injuries, death, survivors and property damage preliminarily estimated from the United States at $1 billion USD.

Exchange Rates 1 US Dollar = 43.09800 Haitian Gourde, 

1 Haitian Gourde (HTG) = 0.02320 (USD) Monday February 23, 2004

§7 For the past month, several major hurricanes have swept through Latin America and the Caribbean, affording residents little time to recover from one storm, before bracing for the next potential disaster. This region of the world, whose closest country (Cuba) is located just 135 miles off the southern coast of the United States and is home to 16 million people, has experienced devastating floods, food shortages, and left hundreds of thousands homeless. 

A. In Grenada, Hurricane Ivan left 60,000 people homeless, representing two-thirds of the country's entire population. In Cuba alone, damage from Hurricanes Charley and Ivan was estimated at $1 billion dollars. Similar figures can only be expected from other countries as their infrastructures and buildings were destroyed or left compromised from relentless winds, rains, and flooding from the back-to-back hurricanes. 

B. The immense power of Hurricane Ivan has left several Caribbean islands in ruins, dozens of people dead, tens of thousands homeless and struggling without food, clean water, power, hospitals or other essentials.

C. The hurricane had already wreaked havoc in Barbados, St. Vincent and the Grenadines when it reached Grenada. There, winds in excess of 220 kilometres per hour tore homes from their foundations and tossed belongings across the island like confetti. Much of the island is in tatters, or submerged in murky waters.  Approximately 90% of Grenada’s homes have been damaged, and 60,000 people—two-thirds of the island nation’s population of 95,000—have been left homeless. In the capital city of St George, almost every major building in the picturesque city has suffered structural damage. The storm also destroyed the emergency operations centre and badly damaged the main hospital. Up to 8,000 people are now packed into 47 shelters. There is no clean water supply and no electrical power on the island.

D. With economic mainstays such as agriculture and tourism now wiped out and damage estimated to be in the hundred of millions of dollars, the island’s population will have a long and difficult recovery. Although the hurricane—the most powerful storm to rip through the area in a decade—spared Jamaica the full force of its fury, it still destroyed homes and infrastructure and killed at least 16 people. 

E. Wherefore the President shall consolidate Caribbean claims for 250,000 homeless to be covered under the aforementioned Haitian $625 million USD international disaster relief claim.  Reconstruction claims can be heard within 10 and 30 days by FEMA and appealed within 60 days if denied.  Total costs to the Federal Government are expected to rise as high as $15 billion this 2004, with $2.5-3 billion for a Caribbean Hurricane Fund, including matching funds from other contributing members of the UN.          

