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Art. 22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 217 A (III) (1948) states,  

“Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his [or her] personality”.  
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$25 billion Settlement this Summer 2005

A. An International Agreement was made between British Prime Minister Tony Blair and African leaders upholding §231a International Trust of the Hearing AID Act of 2005, to levy $25 billion for Africa annually, beginning this year. Africa is the poorest continent in the world with a population reported for 2004 of 873,082,000, a GDP of $1.9 Trillion, and a per capita of $2,200.  717,020,000 people live in Sub-Saharan Africa with a per capita of $1,700. 17 nations have per capita income less than $1,000 US a year and four vie for the dubious distinction of poorest nation in the world.  One can estimate that there are 300 million people earning less than $1 a day in African nations. Africa faces numerous and complex problems as a result of this poverty.  There is however great potential and opportunity for growth and development throughout the continent for investing in the people.  Although poverty is devastating, it is the norm, therefore there is little objection to a single currency, continental taxation, continental welfare and continental trade on the grounds of economic inequality.  Africa is the second continent to achieve the highest form of political union.  International co-operation will be required to afford the costs of health, education, welfare and sanitation needed to ensure the human right to social security under Art. 3 (hi) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted 11 July 2000.  

B. The UN Millennium Development Goals for 2015, that are the focus of international co-operation aim to;

1. Reduce by half the number of people who suffer hunger or live in extreme poverty of less than $1 a day.

2. Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary education.

3. Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education as soon as 2005.

4. Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate of children under the age of five.

5. Reduce by three quarter the maternal mortality ratio.

6. Halt and reverse the spread of AID, malaria and other major diseases.

7. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs to reverse loss of environmental resources.  Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to drinking water.  Achieve significant improvements in the lives of at least 100-million slum dwellers worldwide by 2020.

8. Develop further an open trading and financial system that is rule-based, predictable and non-discriminatory. Includes a commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction—nationally and internationally.  Address the least developed countries’ special needs. This includes tariff- and quota-free access for their exports; enhanced debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries; cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous official development assistance for countries committed to poverty reduction.  Address the special needs of landlocked and Small Island developing States.  Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ debt problems through national and international measures to make debt sustainable in the long term.  In cooperation with the developing countries, develop decent and productive work for youth.  In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing countries.  In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies—especially information and communications technologies

C. The proposed international contributions of $25 billion would provide cash payments between $50 and $100 per poor person. To afford the $365 per capita cost of the Millennium Development Goals it can be estimated that $100 billion will be needed annually to address the health, education and welfare costs of the African continent.  African states will be expected to administrate at least 50% of foreign investment in monthly welfare checks to people who live below the national poverty line in order to achieve sustainable socio-economic growth in an equitable fashion.  The US portion of the African Trust Fund 22USCX§2293 can currently credited with little more than $3 billion of annual global international assistance contributions.  We hope to increase this amount by $10 billion in this US Act and $25 billion by this Treaty in 2005.  The $10 billion in US contributions would justify matching funds from the EU and 50%, $5 billion from Asia should yield a $25 billion annual contribution to Africa.  It is hoped that this fund would increase by $7.5 billion a year to $100 billion by 2015 to fully achieve the Millennium Goals.  International contributions shall be substantially backed by the State and significantly supplemented with the admission of private donations to the fund.  The $25 billion AIDS Trust fund should lend enough solvency to the health institutions to permit the vast majority of new money to be administrated as cash assistance to the poorest.  However the toll of the disease has led the Secretary-General to request another $8-10 billion annually to combat HIV/AIDS that infects 26 million Africans and caused 2.3 million deaths in 2004.

D. To avoid any questions regarding the obscenity of the title of this Treaty – African Social Security (ASS) – and eliminate any discrimination that prosecutorial puritans might use to justify the denial of the substantive provisions of this Treaty, the title has been recommended by an African American friend who is considering moving to Africa to teach English and Divinity as superior to the title - African Treaty (AT).  The acronym ASS lends the beneficiaries a part of the habeas corpus of the African Union that Heads of State can sit on when they assemble as a legislative body that will self determinately void the toxic byproducts of the internal processes of national bodies when gainfully incorporated into the process. ASS also enforces the liquidation of assets intended for administration as international development to real poor people who will void the checks thereby permitting the body to continue consuming such large quantities of donations in a healthy and equitable fashion that directly addresses the concerns we all have for the equal rights and self determination of the people of the African continent.  Africa is of course not the only ASS – America and Asia would also benefit from the same program of global social security – Africa is merely the first to have such a treaty.  The question, how to make the ASS Treaty a reality? However continues to pose a problem.  Art. 13 (gh) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted 11 July 2000 directs donors to the Executive Council to harmonize the international social insurance with the health, welfare, education, cultural and human resources programs of African nations.  

G.  Tony Blair’s promise of support in behalf of the United Kingdom is however not adequate, alone, to leverage $25 billion from the 1st world to 3rd parties.  For the transfer of this capital to have any chance of success this 2005 it is critical that we act now- at the midpoint of the year.  What should we do?  There exist two interrelated opportunities in the near future for these funds to be formally committed to the African Union.  The first opportunity to be heard is the substantive session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) from 29 June to 27 July where the theme is conveniently, “achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Goals”.  The second opportunity for settling this treaty is the G-8 Summit on 6 July in Scotland where the nation’s eight wealthiest nations shall meet to discuss World Trade Organization (WTO) issues.  The substantive issue for ECOSOC and HA is the liquidation of the $33 in private donations for international development that USAID reported but did not administrate.  The money for the ASS settlement is therefore believed to exist in first world banks it however needs to be administrated to retain donor confidence that the money will be used for the elimination of global poverty under Art. 11 of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development 2542 (XXIV) 1969. 

H. After a thorough study of national economic statistics including international trade, government budget and international development investment in the Economic African Table (EAT), now amended to recognize Botswana and Guinea who had been mistakenly omitted, estimates were made for the proportional administration of $20 billion to the neediest people pursuant to the statute of the AU Solidarity, Development and Compensation Fund set forth in Art. 81(1) of Chapter XVI of the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community that was adopted in Abuja, Nigeria on 3 June 1991 and ratified on 12 May 1994.  In the following $20 billion annual plan for administrating aid to 250 million Africans desperately in need of achieving the MDGs it is attempted to give consideration for income security $100 per capita in nations of people with per capita incomes under $1,000, $50-75 for nations with a per capita between $1,000 and $2,500 and $25 in nations with a per capita $2,500-$3,000.  The $5 billion remaining would be invested in slower to administrate infrastructural programs to serve as a sort of savings bank that administrates all its funds in a longer period of time.  The $25 billion would be replenished after the completion of a calendar year from the date of beginning to administrate.  The figures are however a very rough estimate that requires the review of the finest economists in the world and the African beneficiaries themselves. It is recommended that only a token $1 million be given to African nations with a per capita over $4,000, or already high levels of foreign assistance to associate these wealthier but not donor caliber national economies with the social welfare agenda of the Union.  Estimates are as follows… 

	
	Country
	Population
	Per capita
	Aid million
	% Poor
	Plan   Aid 

	1
	Sierra Leone
	5,883,889
	$500
	$103
	68%
	$480

	2
	Somalia
	8,304,601
	$500
	$60
	N/a
	$750

	3
	Malawi
	11,906,855
	$600
	$540
	55%
	$650

	4
	Burundi
	6,231,221
	$600
	$92.7
	68%
	$510

	5
	Tanzania
	36,588,225
	$600
	$1,200
	36%
	$1,000

	6
	Ethiopia
	67,851,281
	$700
	$308
	50%
	$2,000

	7
	Congo,Democratic Republic of the
	58,317,930
	$700
	$195.3
	N/a
	$2,000

	8
	Congo, Republic of
	2,998,040
	$700
	$159
	N/a
	$150

	9
	Eritrea
	4,447,307
	$700
	$77
	53%
	$370

	10
	Comoros
	651,901
	$700
	$10
	60%
	$55

	11
	Zambia
	10,462,436
	$800
	$651
	86%
	$350

	12
	Niger
	11,360,538
	$800
	$341
	63%
	$650

	13
	Guinea-Bissau
	1,388,363
	$800
	$115
	N/a
	$28

	14
	Madagascar
	17,501,871
	$800
	$354
	71%
	$1,200

	15
	Mali
	11,956,788
	$900
	$596
	64%
	$600

	16
	Nigeria
	137,253,133
	$900
	$250
	60%
	$3,000

	17
	Kenya
	32,021,856
	$1,000
	$453
	50%
	$550

	18
	Liberia
	3,390,635
	$1,000
	$94
	80%
	$250

	19
	CentralAfrican Republic
	3,742,482
	$1,100
	$73
	N/a
	$200

	20
	Burkina Faso
	13,574,820
	$1,100
	$484.1
	45%
	$500

	21
	Benin
	7,250,033
	$1,100
	$343
	37%
	$300

	22
	Mozambique
	18,811,731
	$1,200
	$632.8
	70%
	$400

	23
	Chad
	9,538,544
	$1,200
	$238
	80%
	$250

	24
	SaoTomeand Principe
	181,565
	$1,200
	$200 in 2000
	54%
	$9

	25
	Rwanda
	7,954,013
	$1,300
	$373
	60%
	$130

	26
	Djibouti
	466,900
	$1,300
	$36
	50%
	$25

	27
	Cote d’Ivoire
	17,327,724
	$1,400
	$1,000
	37%
	$275

	28
	Uganda
	26,404,543
	$1,400
	$1,400
	35%
	$550

	29
	Cape Verde
	415,294
	$1,400
	$136
	30%
	$64

	30
	Togo
	5,556,812
	$1,500
	$80
	32%
	$400

	31
	Senegal
	10,852,147
	$1,600
	$362
	54%
	$500

	32
	Gambia, The
	1,546,848
	$1,700
	$45
	N/a
	$55

	33
	Cameroon
	16,063,678
	$1,800
	$1,260
	48%
	$600

	34
	Mauritania
	2,998,563
	$1,800
	$220
	50%
	$50

	35
	Western Sahara
	267,405
	$1,900
	
	
	20

	36
	Angola
	10,978,552
	$1,900
	$383.5
	70%
	$320

	37
	Zimbabwe
	12,671,860
	$1,900
	$178
	70%
	$750

	38
	Sudan
	39,148,162
	$1,900
	$172
	N/a
	$1,000

	39
	Guinea
	9,467,866
	$2,100
	$359
	$49
	$20

	40
	Ghana
	20,757,032
	$2,200
	$6,900
	31%
	$1

	41
	Equatorial Guinea
	523,051
	$2,700
	$34
	N/a
	$18

	42
	Lesotho
	1,865,040
	$3,000
	$41.5
	49%
	$70

	43
	Morocco
	32,209,101
	$4,000
	$565
	19%
	$1

	44
	Egypt
	76,117,421
	$4,000
	$1,200
	17%
	$1

	45
	Tunisia
	9,974,722
	$4,600
	$378
	7.6%
	$1

	46
	Swaziland
	1,169,241
	$4,900
	$104
	40%
	$1

	47
	Gabon
	1,355,246
	$5,500
	$0.331
	N/a
	$1

	48
	Algeria
	32,129,324
	$6,000
	$182
	23%
	$1

	49
	Libya
	5,631,585
	$6,400
	$15
	N/a
	$1

	50
	Namibia
	1,954,033
	$7,200
	$160
	50%
	$1

	51
	Seychelles
	80,832
	$7,800
	$16.4
	N/a
	$1

	52
	Botswana
	1,640,115
	$9,200
	$17
	49%
	$1

	53
	South Africa
	42,718,530
	$10,700
	$487.5
	50%
	$1

	54
	Mauritius
	1,220,481
	$11,400
	$42
	10%
	$1


I. We hope to see the overall number of welfare beneficiaries increase in these countries this 2005 and that pay improves across the continent as the result of the increase in cash flow enjoyed by merchants and governments.

J. Whether or not Africans suddenly become wealthy the author would like to be invited to present his ASS to the regional conference of the International Social Security Association (ISSA) in Lusaka, Zambia on Social Security in the African Context from 9-12 August 2005 on his 31st  birthday- 11 August.  He however lives on a meager social security himself, has not been invited to the conference, has no savings with which to purchase a plane ticket, and as he hasn’t taken a vacation since beginning working on HA in 2000.  He would greatly appreciate a free plane ticket from ISSA or AU, if the ASS passes, to catch the Perseid meteors 23 July to August 20 with the (hypothetical) $1 meteor form with the friends he makes at the regional conference 9-12 August.

Art. 101 African Refugees

1. In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all; a Report of the Secretary-General (2005) the people living South of the Sahara continue to suffer the tragic effects of persistent violent conflict, extreme poverty and disease. Some 2.8 million refugees and fully half of the world's 24.6 million internally displaced people are victims of conflict and upheaval in Africa.  AU Commission Chairman Alpha Oumar Konare told the opening session of the July 6-8 2004 summit that war and instability had created a tragic situation on much of the continent, which has seen 186 coups d'etat and 26 major wars in the past 50 years.  Whereas the theme for the 2006 substantive session of ECOSOC is planned to “Millennium Development Goals as they relate to the victims of armed conflicts” it is a good idea to understand the human rights mechanism for processing refugees and the military conflicts affecting the African continent that are as follows; 

2. The 1991 to 2002 civil war between the government of Sierra Leone and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) resulted in tens of thousands of deaths and the displacement of more than 2 million people (about one-third of the population), many of whom are now refugees in neighboring countries.  

3. The war in the Democratic Republic of Congo which began in August 1998, has dramatically reduced national output and government revenue, has increased external debt, and has resulted in the deaths of perhaps 3.5 million people from war, famine, and disease.  

4. Since 1983, the war and famine have resulted in more than 2 million deaths and over 4 million people displaced in Sudan.  

5. The May 2000 Ethiopian offensive into northern Eritrea caused some $600 million in property damage and loss, including losses of $225 million in livestock and 55,000 homes. 

6. Since October 1993 an ethnic-based war in Burundi has resulted in more than 200,000 deaths, forced 450,000 refugees into Tanzania, and displaced 140,000 others internally. The Tutsi rebels defeated the Hutu regime and ended the killing that lasted from April 1994 to July 1994, but 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were killed and approximately 2 million Hutu refugees - many fearing Tutsi retribution - fled to neighboring Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda, and the former Zaire. Since then, most of the refugees have returned to Rwanda, but about 10,000 that remain in the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

7. Angola held national elections in 1992 but UNITA renewed fighting after being beaten by the MPLA at the polls. Up to 1.5 million lives may have been lost - and 4 million people displaced - in the quarter century of fighting. SAVIMBI's death in 2002 ended UNITA's insurgency and strengthened the MPLA's hold on power. DOS SANTOS has pledged to hold national elections in 2006.

8. The AU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa ratified 20 June 1974 defines in Art. 1(1) a "refugee" shall mean every person who, owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality (2). The term "refugee" shall also apply to every person who, owing to external aggression, occupation, foreign domination or events seriously disturbing public order in either part or the whole of his country of origin or nationality, is compelled to leave his place of habitual residence in order to seek refuge in another place outside his country of origin or nationality.  Under Art. 1 (4) a person ceases to be a refugee if: (a) he or she has voluntarily re-availed himself of the protection of the country of his nationality, or, (b) having lost his or her nationality, has voluntarily reacquired it, or, (c) has acquired a new nationality, and enjoys the protection of the country of new nationality, or, (e) the circumstances ceased to exist, or, (f) he has committed a serious nonpolitical crime outside his country of refuge after his admission to that country as a

refugee. (5) The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to any person with respect to whom the country of asylum has serious reasons for considering that: he has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity, contrary to the purposes and principles of the Organization of African Unity and United Nations;

9. Art. 2(1) of the Convention states, Member States of the OAU shall do their best legislatively to receive refugees and to secure the settlement of those refugees who, for well-founded reasons, are unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin or nationality.(2) The grant of asylum to refugees is a peaceful and humanitarian act and shall not be regarded as an unfriendly act by any Member State. (3) No person shall be subjected by a Member State to measures such as rejection at the frontier, “refouling” return or expulsion, which would compel him to return to or remain in a territory where he or she faces imminent danger.  Under Art. 5(1) voluntary character of repatriation shall be respected in all cases however no refugee shall be repatriated against his will.  

10. Under Art. 6 (1) Member States shall issue to refugees lawfully staying in their territories travel documents in accordance with the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the Schedule and Annex of 28 July 1951.  The welfare provisions in Chapter IV of the UN Convention is particularly applicable to the African situation.  Art. 20 states that where a rationing system exists refugees shall be entitled to an equal share and Art 23 applies this provision to public relief.  Art. 24 states 1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory the same treatment as is accorded to nationals in respect of the following matters; 

(a) In so far as such matters are governed by laws or regulations or are subject to the control of administrative authorities: remuneration, including family allowances where these form part of remuneration, hours of work, overtime arrangements, holidays with pay, restrictions on home work, minimum age of employment, apprenticeship and training, women's work and the work of young persons, and the enjoyment of the benefits of collective bargaining; 

(b) Social security (legal provisions in respect of employment injury, occupational diseases, maternity, sickness, disability, old age, death, unemployment, family responsibilities and any other contingency which, according to national laws or regulations, is covered by a social security scheme), subject to the following limitations: 

(i) There may be appropriate arrangements for the maintenance of acquired rights and rights in course of acquisition; 

(ii) National laws or regulations of the country of residence may prescribe special arrangements concerning benefits or portions of benefits which are payable wholly out of public funds, and concerning allowances paid to persons who do not fulfill the contribution conditions prescribed for the award of a normal pension. 
11. The UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) shall assist African nations with the processing and integration of refugees into society.  The responsibilities of the state are simply to furnish refugees with documents that guarantee them the national treatment assisting people in similar economic circumstances.  Although they should be treated as all other legal resident aliens, refugees are entitled to a waiver of legislative time limits. 

Art. 102 The African Union

12. The African Union (AU) was renamed on July 11, 2000 by the Constitutive Act of the African Union from the Organization of African Unity (OAU) that had been established in 163 pursuant to the declaration of 9-9-99.  The Assembly is comprised of the African Heads of State and the Executive Council is comprised of African Foreign Ministers.  The objective of the regional agency is to accelerate the process of implementing the African Economic Community in order to promote socio-economic development, work with international organizations, improve the health condition, bring conflicts to peaceful resolution and uphold the African Charter of Human and People’s Rights (1981).   

13. Under the Art. 5 of the Constitutive Act the organs of the Union shall be:
a. The Assembly of the Union; 

b. The Executive Council; 

c. The Pan-African Parliament; 

d. The Court of Justice; 

e. The Commission; 

f. The Peace and Security Council;

g. The Permanent Representatives Committee; 

h. The Specialized Technical Committees; 

i. The Economic, Social and Cultural Council;

j. The Financial Institutions; 

a. The African Central Bank; 

b. The African Monetary Fund; 

c. The African Investment Bank;
14. A Protocol on Amendments to the Constitutive Act of the African Union was signed in Maputo, Mozambique on 11 July 2003.  The Amendments most notably seek to give equal recognition to (a) women and changes the name of “founding fathers” to “founders” and “chairman” to “chairperson”, (b) the Peace and Security Council and the right of the AU to intervene to prevent military conflict, (c) deletion of the cessation of membership article. Although not yet ratified the Amendments demonstrate a devotion to the achievement of the Millennium Goals.

15. Whereas this Treaty is for a short time it seems appropriate to review the current leadership of the African Union institutions and their apparent state of development. 

a. The Assembly is comprised of Heads of States of African Nations and the current Chairman is H.E. Olusegun Obasanjo President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  

b. The Executive Council is comprised of the Foreign Ministers of African Nations and meets two times a year.

c. The Pan-African Parliament elected Hon.MP Mrs. Getrude Mongela from the United Republic of Tanzania President.

d. The African Court of Justice is comprised of 11 judges who have not yet been hired.

e. The Commission manages the full time staff of the Union H.E. Alpha Oumar Konare is the Chairperson of the Commission.

f. The Peace and Security Council has no website

g. The Permanent Representatives Committee has yet to be established.

h. The Specialized Technical Committees require better representation with independent web sites like the rest of the organs of the African Union.

i. The Economic, Social and Cultural Council was launched 27 to 30 March 2005 and the Interim Presiding Officer is Prof. Wangari Mathaai

j. The Financial Institutions need websites.

Art. 103 African Economic Community

16. The Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community, was signed in Abuja, Nigeria on 3 June 1991 and ratified on 12 May 1994.  In Art. 6 the Treaty set forth a transitional period of not more 34 years to strengthen existing economic communities, stabilizing tariff barriers, establishment of a free trade area, establishment of a common market and finally establishment of a common currency.  The Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community relating to the Pan-African Parliament ratified 14 December 2003 respected the early foundation of the institutions of the African Union and set forth the Protocol for the Pan-African Parliament.  
17.  The African Economic Community has been organized into 6 economic communities named; (1) Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD), (2) Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), (3) Economic Community of West African States (ECCAS), (4) Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), (5) Southern African Development Community (SADC) & (6) Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA).

18. Under Art. 2 the objectives of the Community shall be:

(a) To promote economic, social and cultural development and the integration of African economies in order to increase economic self reliance and promote an endogenous and self-sustained development;

(b) To establish, on a continental scale, a framework for the development, mobilization and utilization of the human and material resources of Africa in order to achieve a self-reliant development;

(c) To promote co-operation in all fields of human endeavor in order to raise the standard of living of African peoples, and maintain and enhance economic stability, foster close and peaceful relations among Member States and contribute to the progress, development and the economic integration of the Continent; and

(d) To coordinate and harmonize policies among existing and future economic communities in order to foster the gradual establishment of the Community.
19. Under Art. 46 (1) Member States shall cooperate in the development of agriculture, forestry, livestock and fisheries in order to: Ensure food security; Increase production and productivity in agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry, and improve conditions of work and generate employment opportunities in rural areas;Enhance agricultural production through processing locally animal and plant products; and Protect the prices of export commodities on the international market by means of establishing an African Commodity Exchange.
20. Under Art. 49 In order to create a solid basis for industrialization and promote collective self reliance, Member States shall: Ensure the development of the following basic industries essential for collective self-reliance and the modernization of priority sectors of the economy:

21. Under Art. 51 1. Member States shall: Strengthen scientific and technological capabilities in order to bring about the socio-economic transformation required to improve the quality of life of their population, particularly that of the rural populations;

22. In Chapter IV Under Art. 55 1. Member States shall cooperate in energy fields. Under Art. 58-60 States shall promote a healthy environment and protect the environment from the dumping of hazardous waste.
23. Under Chapter X. Member States shall: Draw up coordinated programs to restructure the road transport sector for purposes of establishing inter-State links and the construction of major transcontinental trunk roads, rail networks and harmonize policies on maritime, inter-State lake and river transport; air transport policies; their programs on the training and further training of specialized cadres in transport and communications;

24. Agriculture is the foundation of most African economies, providing 70% of the employment and 30% of the GDP.  Increasing the productivity of agriculture is critical to reducing poverty and increasing food security. Agricultural production is currently at only 4.1 times the needs of the farmer although in 1841 the US farmer produced 14 times their own demand.   Grants aim at increasing agricultural production in ways which protect and restore the natural resource base, especially food production, through agricultural policy changes, agricultural research including participatory research directly involving small farmers and promotion of agriculture marketing activities and credit facilities. Food packaging plants, farm-to-market roads, small-scale irrigation, tractors and rural electrification also need to be developed.  Emphasis shall be given to promoting increased equity in rural income distribution, recognizing the role of small farmers.                 

25. The African Development Bank is the premier financial development institution of Africa, dedicated to combating poverty and improving the lives of people of the continent and engaged in the task of mobilizing resources towards the economic and social progress of its Regional Member Countries.  The Bank was established in 1964.  Authorized capital amounts to $33 billion US.  Replenishment of the bank amounts to $5.6 billion per year.  It has funded 3,007 operations since 1967 for a total commitment 1967-2004 of $53 billion.

Art. 104 African Nature

26. The African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources ratified 16 June 1969 undertakes measures necessary to ensure conservation, utilization and development of soil, water, flora and faunal resources in accordance with scientific principles and with due regard to the best interests of the people.  A revised edition of African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources was signed in Maputo Mozambique on 11 July 2003 but remains to be ratified.

27. The Convention sets forth for strict nature reserves where hunting, fishing and forestry are prohibited and for the foundation of national parks to protect sites, land-spaces or geological formations of particular scientific or aesthetic value, for the benefit and enjoyment of the general public.  

28. States shall take effective measures for conservation and improvement of the soil and shall in particular combat erosion and misuse of the soil. To this end:

(a) they shall establish land-use plans based on scientific investigations

regarding land-use capability;

(b) they shall, when implementing agricultural practices and agrarian reforms,

(i) improve soil conservation and introduce improved farming methods, which ensure long-term productivity of the land;

(ii) control erosion caused by various forms of land-use which may lead to

loss of vegetation cover.

29. States shall establish policies for conservation, utilization and development of underground and surface water, and shall endeavour to guarantee for their populations a sufficient and continuous supply of suitable water.

30. States shall take all necessary measures for the protection of flora and to ensure its best utilization and development. adopt scientifically-based conservation, utilization and management plans of forests and rangeland, taking into account the social and economic needs of the States concerned, set aside areas for forest reserve and establish botanical gardens to perpetuate plant species of particular interest.

31. States shall ensure conservation, wise use and development of faunal resources and their environment, manage wildlife populations inside designated areas according to the objectives of such areas and also manage exploitable wildlife populations outside such areas for an optimum sustained yield, manage aquatic environments, whether in fresh, brackish or coastal water, with a view to minimize deleterious effects of any water and land use practice which might adversely affect aquatic habitats. States shall adopt adequate legislation for the regulation of hunting, capture and fishing.

32. The Convention prohibits certain hunting methods that are unfair to the game and sets forth a system of Classification whereby Class A species are totally protected and Class B and C may be hunted under specific circumstances authorized under law.  

Art. 105 African Court of Justice

33. Article 18 of the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted 11 July 2000 calls for a Court of Justice however all that has been ratified is a Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Establishment of an African Court on Human and People’s Rights on 15 January 2004.  The continental judicial authority of the People’s and Human Rights Court is founded upon the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights adopted 27 June 1981 to assist the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to build peaceful institutions and try violations of human rights that occur in African Republics.  With the foundation of the Economic, Social and Cultural Council on the Court of Justice is the final institution that requires establishment to fulfill the institutional demands of the Act.

34. Under Art. 18 of the Protocol of the Court of Justice of the African Union signed on 11 July 2003 eligibility to submit cases would be limited to member states, the organs of the African Union with consent of the Assembly, Commission independently and intergovernmental organizations with the consent of Assembly and State.  

35. Under Art. 19 the Court shall have jurisdiction over all disputes and applications referred to it in accordance with the Act and this Protocol which relate to:

(a) the interpretation and application of the Act; meaning the Constitutive Act of the African Union;

(b) the interpretation, application or validity of Union treaties and all subsidiary legal instruments adopted within the framework of the Union;
(c) any question of international law;

(d) all acts, decisions, regulations and directives of the organs of the Union;

(e) all matters specifically provided for in any other agreements that States Parties may conclude among themselves or with the Union and which confer jurisdiction on the Court;

(f) the existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute a breach of an obligation owed to a State Party or to the Union;

(g) the nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the breach of an obligation.
36. Encouraging the Assembly to ratify the Protocol of the Court of Justice of the African Union signed on 11 July 2003 without actually having made the request the International Court of Justice in final deliberations of Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of Congo v. Uganda) consented to admit Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Rwanda) that was filed in 2002 in Press Releases 2005/11&12 for a public hearing from 4 to 8 July of this year.  

37. The African Union is encouraged to capitalize upon this final institutional establishment by petitioning the International Court of Justice for $10-25 million a year that the ICJ could appeal to the members of the UN.  The foundation of the African Court of Justice should elicit a settlement of not less than $100 million from the USA under this Draft Treaty and §46 of the Attorney General Education (AGE) in reparation for the estimated 20-100 million Africans sold into slavery in the Americas in Art 110(95). 

Art. 106 AIDS

38. The World Health Organization Report of 2004 determined that AIDS has killed more than 20 million people. Today, an estimated 34–46 million others are living with HIV/AIDS. Two-thirds of the total live in Africa, where about one in 12 adults is infected, and one-fifth in Asia. Totaling CIA world fact book vital statistics in Art. 110 of this Treaty reveals a total of 26.5 million HIV infected Africans with 2.3 million fatalities in 2004. Globally in 2003, 3 million people died and 5 million others became infected. Almost 6 million people need treatment now.  Four million children have been infected since the virus first appeared. Of the 5 million people who became infected with the virus in 2003, 700 000 were children, almost entirely as the result of transmission during pregnancy and childbirth, or from breastfeeding. Globally, unprotected sexual intercourse between men and women is the predominant mode of transmission of the virus. Other important modes of transmission include unprotected penetrative sex between men, injecting drug use, and unsafe injections and blood transfusions.  The most explosive growth of the epidemic occurred in the mid-1990s, especially in Africa. In 2003, Africa was home to two-thirds of the world’s people living with HIV/AIDS, but only 11% of the world’s total population. Today, about one in 12 African adults is living with HIV/AIDS. One-fifth of the people infected with HIV live in Asia.

39. The trends in HIV prevalence among pregnant women attending the same antenatal clinics since 1997 show that the epidemics in the countries of southern Africa are much larger than elsewhere in sub-Saharan Africa – and that the gaps appear to be widening. In eastern Africa HIV prevalence is now less than half that reported in southern Africa and there is evidence of a modest decline. In western Africa prevalence is now roughly one-fifth of that in southern Africa and no rapid growth is occurring.  The most dramatic effect of the HIV/AIDS epidemic has been on adult mortality (18). In the worst-affected countries of eastern and southern Africa, the probability of a 15-year-old dying before reaching 60 years of age has risen sharply – from 10–30% in the mid-1980s to 30–60% at the start of the new millennium. In community-based studies in eastern Africa, mortality among adults infected with HIV was 10–20 times higher than in non-infected individuals (19).

40. Vital registration systems, national censuses, demographic surveys and demographic surveillance systems have provided information on mortality trends.  The advent of the HIV/AIDS pandemic has reversed the gains in life expectancy made in sub-Saharan Africa, which reached a peak of 49.2 years during the late 1980s and which is projected to drop to just under 46 years in the period 2000–2005. Overall, life expectancy at birth in the African Region was 48 years in 2002; it would have been 54 years in the absence of HIV/AIDS. In the countries of southern Africa life expectancy would have been 56 years instead of 43 years.
41. Unknown a quarter of a century ago, HIV/AIDS is now the leading cause of death and lost years of productive life for adults aged 15–59 years worldwide.  Official development assistance and other forms of global health investment are on the rise. Most of the increased spending is for HIV/AIDS. The Global Funds also gives countries the chance to derive extra public health benefits from the new funds. The opportunity exists to invest these resources so as to save millions of threatened lives through treatment, reinforce comprehensive HIV/AIDS control and strengthen some of the world’s most fragile health systems.  The objective of treating 3 million people in developing countries with antiretroviral drugs by the end of 2005 is a step on the way to the goal of universal access to antiretroviral therapy and HIV/AIDS care for all who need it. 

42. WHO and its partners have established the following objectives:

· counselling and condom distribution for the people tested as part of the programme; 

· pre-sex medical exams for both partners;

· antiretroviral drugs (first-line drugs for all people identified in late-stage disease and second-line drugs for treatment failures); 

· antiretroviral drugs to prevent mother-to-child transmission for women testing positive in antenatal care clinics and who are in early clinical stages of disease; 

· treatment and prophylaxis of opportunistic infections; 

· palliative care; 

· laboratory tests for toxicity for those showing signs of toxicity and switches of individual drugs in case of confirmed toxicity. 

· to track HIV drug resistance and assess its geographical and temporal trend; 
43. In low-income developing countries, which generally do not have extensive insurance mechanisms, most personal health services are financed by a mix of taxation and user fees in the public sector. With the exceptions of Botswana and Brazil (both middle-income countries which have decided to meet the cost from public sources), developing country governments have not been greatly involved in financing antiretroviral therapy, probably because of its high unit cost. Private providers have been financing antiretroviral therapy through user fees for some time; international nongovernmental organizations and research-funded sites have received substantial external funds and have been able to provide either free or heavily subsidized treatment. Private-sector employers have provided free access to antiretroviral therapy, either directly through occupational health services or indirectly through private insurance intermediaries. A mixture of public and private financing is desirable, but only if it ensures equal access. Thus, scaling up the provision of antiretroviral therapy with greater public provider involvement presents a considerable challenge to governments. Under Art. 16 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights adopted 27 June 1981. Every individual shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical and mental health. 2. States parties to the present Charter shall take the necessary measures to protect the health of their people and to ensure that they receive medical attention when they are sick.  In Thailand the production of generic AIDS drugs made costs affordable.  

44. The HIV/AIDS pandemic threatens to compromise the economic, social, and democratic gains made in Africa in recent decades, and $15 billion in new funds made by the US under the Global AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief Act of 2000 22 USC(76)IIA §6831 were matched by other nations for an estimated $25 billion.  The Secretary-General of the UN has however asked for another $8-10 billion a year to fight AIDS.

Art. 107 USAID

45. USAID has 22 bilateral missions and 3 regional organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa - 2 Regional Economic Development Support Offices (REDSOs), and the Regional Center for Southern Africa (RCSA). In FY 2005, USAID proposes to invest $1.028 billion in development assistance, child survival and health, and Global AIDS Initiative funding in Africa that is Apportioned amongst the many African states. There is $15 billion in the AID Fund.  In 2003 total US government investment in Africa amounted to a little more than $3 billion of this USAID the Bureau for Africa administrated $1.03 billion in funds with the African Development Fund under 22USCX§2293 to;

(1) Coordinate relief with other US and international agencies; 

(2) Register regional, foreign private, community and indigenous organizations for funding and trade programs;

(3) Come to agreements to administrate assistance with foreign countries; 

(4) Promote trade and environment; 

(5) Coordinate AIDS/HIV prevention programs;  

(6) Public Health; 

(7) Education; 

(8) Democracy and Conflict Resolution, 

(9) Providing oversight of funds administrated the African Development Fund to ensure that the proceeds are used to alleviate the needs of the poor. 

46. US AID is committed to long-term development assistance in Sub-Saharan Africa.  USAID supports greater access to education and health services to build responsible states, a more educated and healthier workforce and reduce child mortality rates through the responsible administration of welfare.  In the reform of economic policies USAID shall work closely with grassroots, environmental and local organizations representing tribes, ethnicities, cultural groups, trade and credit unions to determine the most effective use of relief money to help the poor majority of men and women in sub-Saharan Africa to participate in a process of long-term development through economic growth that is equitable, participatory, environmentally sustainable, and self-reliant in both the private and public sectors to develop income-generating opportunities for the unemployed and underemployed in urban and rural areas through, among other things, support for off-farm employment opportunities in micro-and small-scale labor-intensive enterprises.

47. Under 22USC(32)§2293 USAID should target the equivalent of 10 percent of the amount authorized to be appropriated for the agency each fiscal year to carry out programs in Africa.  In 2002 US Aid delivered, and promised to deliver, 499,000 metric tons of food. Valued at $250 million to feed 14.4 million hungry people suffering drought in the nations of Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

(a) Assistance provided shall be concentrated in countries which will make the most effective use of such assistance especially those countries (including those of the Sahel region) having the greatest need for outside assistance. 

(b) Assistance shall, include assistance to promote the regional and sub-regional integration of African production structures, markets and infrastructure. Assistance must protect vulnerable groups especially poor, isolated, and female farmers, the urban poor, and children including displaced children.  

(c) Funds made available to carry out development programs in Africa may be used to assist the governments of countries in sub-Saharan Africa, African local government organizations, international or African nongovernmental organizations, and United States private and voluntary organizations; 

(d) Democratization and conflict resolution promotes democratization, good governance, and strong civil societies in sub-Saharan Africa; and to strengthens and cooperates with conflict resolution capabilities of governmental, intergovernmental, and nongovernmental entities in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly the African Union.  USAID promotes regional governments and encourages greater accountability in government by promoting respect for the rule of law by contracting with the local governments to share the cost and administration of relief.  
(e) Combat drought and famine, in combination with other factors such as desertification, government neglect of the agricultural sector, and inappropriate economic policies have severely affected long-term development in sub-Saharan Africa; and caused countless deaths and untold suffering among the people of sub-Saharan Africa;

(f) Improve health conditions, with special emphasis on meeting the health needs of mothers and children (including displace children) through the establishment of primary health care systems that give priority to preventive health and that will be ultimately self-sustaining.  In addition, providing training and training facilities, in sub-Saharan Africa, for doctors and other health care providers.

(g) Education improving the relevance, equity, and efficiency of education, with special emphasis on improving primary education.

48. USAID has 27 bilateral missions and 3 regional organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa - 2 Regional Economic Development Support Offices for East and Southern Africa (REDSO/ESA), West African Support Program (WARP) and the Regional Center for Southern Africa (RCSA) supervise these missions to the peaceful countries of;

(1) Angola, (2) Benin, (3) Burundi, (4) DR Congo, (5) Eritrea, (6) Ethiopia, (7) Ghana, (8) Guinea, (9) Kenya, (10) Liberia, (11) Madagascar, (12) Malawi, (13) Mali, (14) Mozambique, (15) Namibia, (16) Nigeria, (17) Rwanda, (18) Senegal, (19) Sierra Leone, (20) Somalia, (22) South Africa, (23) Sudan, (24) Tanzania, (25) Uganda, (26) Zambia
(27) Zimbabwe:
49. For the purpose of extending the international development interest of and accessibility to the US foreign service in Sub-Saharan Africa the 36 US missions in Sub-Saharan Africa are listed by the Secretary of State as;

  
(1) Africa Regional Services - Paris, (2) Luanda, Angola, (3) Cotonou, Benin, (4) Gaborone, Botswana, (5) Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, (6) Yaounde, Cameroon, (7) Praia, Cape Verde, (8) Ndjamena, Chad, (9) Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, (10) Abidjan, Côte D’Ivoire, (11) Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, (12) Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, (13) Libreville, Gabon, (14) Accra, Ghana, (15) Conakry, Guinea, (16) Nairobi, Kenya, (17) Maseru, Lesotho, (18) Monrovia, Liberia, (19) Antananarivo, Madagascar, (20) Lilongwe, Malawi, (21) Bamako, Mali, (22) Port Louis, Mauritius, (23) Maputo, Mozambique, (24) Windhoek, Namibia, (25) Niamey, Niger, (26) Abuja, Nigeria, (27) Kigali, Rwanda, (28) Dakar, Senegal, (29) Freetown, Sierra Leone, (30) 
Pretoria, South Africa,
(31), Mbabane, Swaziland , (32) Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, (33) Lome, Togo, (34) Kampala, Uganda, (35) Lusaka, Zambia, (36) Harare, Zimbabwe 
Art. 108 US African Command

50. There is clearly a need for the US President to appoint an African Command (AFRICOM) within the Department of Defense.  The Commander in Chief will need to appoint an African-American General concerned with the Peace and Security of the African People, who is able to work under the authority of the African Union and their militaries on peacekeeping and humanitarian missions. Former Secretary of State Collin Powell is the most recommended as he already showed respect for human rights and an ability to co-operate with the UN in his response to the situation in Darfur. 

51. There is currently no unified US combatant command that focuses upon Sub-Saharan Africa and currently the US employs only 770 military personnel in one military base in the East African Nation of Djibouti.  Responsibility for the representation of US military interests in Africa remains divided between (1) US European Command (EUCOM) and (2) US Central Command (CENTCOM).  However neither is well prepared for the African theatre.  

52. The foundation of AFRICOM would complete the regional structure of the US military and promises to be an asset for the AU Peace and Security Council in so far as the US upholds the principles set forth in Art. 4, serve the Council as a Stand by Force under Art. 13 and harmonize under Art. 16 of the Protocol Relating to the Establishment of a Peace and Security Council of the African Union signed 9 July 2002.

53. The area of responsibility (AOR) of the United States European Command covers more than 21 million square miles and includes 93 countries and territories and recently expanded to accommodate the former Soviet Republics and Russia. EUCOM territory extends from the North Cape of Norway, through the waters of the Baltic and Mediterranean seas, most of Europe, parts of the Middle East, to the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. 43 of these 93 countries are located in Africa, 4 in North Africa.  The African contracting states are;  (1) Angola, (2) Benin, (3) Botswana, (4) Burkina Faso, (5) Burundi , (6) Cameroon , (7) Cape Verde , (8) Central African Republic, (9) Chad, (10) Congo , (11) Cote D'Ivoire, (12) Democratic Republic of the Congo, (13) Equatorial Guinea, (14) Gabon, (15) The Gambia, (16) Ghana, (17) Guinea, (18) Guinea-Bissau, (19) Lesotho, (20) Liberia, (21) Malawi , (22) Mali, (23) Mauritania, (24) Mozambique, (25) Namibia, (26) Niger, (27) Nigeria, Rwanda, (28) Sao Tome and Principe, (29) Senegal, (30) Sierra Leone, (31) South Africa,  (32) Swaziland, (33) Tanzania, (34) Togo, (35) Uganda, (36) Zambia, (37) Zimbabwe
54. North African (1) Algeria, (2) Libya, (3) Morocco, (4) Tunisia, would remain the Area of Responsibility (AOR) of US CENTCOM that includes 25 culturally and economically diverse nations located throughout the Horn of Africa, South and Central Asia, and Northern Red Sea regions, as well as the Arabian Peninsula and Iraq. The Central Region is larger than the Continental US, stretching more than 3,100 miles east-to-west and 3,600 miles north-to-south. The Horn of Africa Nations- Djibouti, Eritria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, and Sudan shall be incorporated into the African Command (AFRICOM) to unify Sub-Saharan African nations under the African Union.  North African Countries, who have no current armed conflicts, would merely have the option to seek the counsel of the Peace and Security Council.

55. African Command should employ an estimated 10,000-50,000 US Soldiers to assist the African Union (AU) with peace and security under humanitarian law.
Art. 109 African Tribes

56. There are many tribes in Africa with their own languages and culture, 25 are listed below to help represent these people for the purpose of achieving the Millennium Development Goals as called for in the 4th Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New York 17 – 27 May 2005;

57. Afar 

The Afar people live primarily in Ethiopia and the areas of Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia in the Horn of Africa. 
  

58. Anlo-Ewe 

The Anlo-Ewe people are today in the southeastern corner of the Republic of Ghana. They settled here around 1474 after escaping from their past home of Notsie. 
  

59. Amhara 

The Amhara are the politically and culturally dominant ethnic group of Ethiopia. They are located primarily in the central highland plateau of Ethiopia and comprise the major population element in the provinces of Begemder and Gojjam and in parts of Shoa and Wallo.
  

60. Ashanti 

The Ashanti live in central Ghana in western Africa approximately 300km. away from the coast. The Ashanti are a major ethnic group of the Akans in Ghana, a fairly new nation, barely more than 50 years old. 
  

61. Bakongo 

The Bakongo people (aka. the Kongo) dwell along the Atlantic coast of Africa from Pointe-Noire, Congo (Brazzaville) to Luanda, Angola.
  

62. Bambara 

The Bambara are a large Mande racial group located mostly in the country of Mali. They are the largest and most dominant group in that country.
  

63. Bemba 

The Bemba are located in the northeastern part of Zambia and are the largest ethnic group in the Northern Province of Zambia.
  

64. Berber 

Berbers have lived in Africa since the earliest recorded time. References date back to 3000 BC. There are many scattered tribes of Berber across Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt.
  

65. Bobo 

The Bobo peple have lived in western Burkina Faso and Mali for centuries. They are known for their masks which are worn with elaborate outfits for celebrations. Primarily agricultral people they also cultivate cotton which they use to trade with others.
  

66. Bushmen/San 

The 'Bushmen' are the oldest inhabitants of southern Africa, where they have lived for at least 20,000 years. Their home is in the vast expanse of the Kalahari desert.
  

67. Chewa 

The Chewa, also known as the Cewa or Chichewa is an African culture that has existed since the beginning of the first millennium, A.D. They are primarily located in Zambia, Zimbabwe, with the bulk of the population in Malawi.
  

68. Dogon 

The Dogon are a cliff-dwelling people who live in Southeastern Mali and Burkina Faso. Among the people groups in Africa they are unique in that they have kept and continued to develop their own culture even in the midst of Islamic invasions which have conquered and adapted many of the current people groups
  

69. Fang 

The Fang are especially known for their guardian figures which they attached to wooden boxes containing bones of the ancestors. The bones, by tradition, are said to contain the power of the dead person, in fact, the same amount of power that the person had while still alive.
  

70. Fon 

The Fon of Benin, originally called Dahomey until 1975, are from West Africa. The Fon are said to have originated in the area of Tado, a town in Tago, at approximately the same latitude as Abomey, Benin. 
  

71. Fulani 

The Fulani people of West Africa are the largest nomadic group in the world, primarily nomadic herders and traders. Through their nomadic lifestyle, they established numerous trade routes in West Africa.
  

72. Ibos 

from Nigerian the Ibos live in villages that have anywhere from a few hundred to a few thousand people comprised of numerous extended families.
  

73. Kikuyu (Gikuyu) 

Having migrated to their current location about four centuries ago, the Kikuyu now make up Kenya’s largest ethnic group. 
  

74. Maasai 

The Maasai, famous as herders and warriors, once dominated the plains of East Africa. Now however they are confined to a fraction of their former range.
  

75. Mandinka 

The Mandinka are an ethnic group that live in West Africa, primarily Senegal, Gambia, and Guinea-Bissau, but some also live in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Cote d'Ivoire. 
  

76. Pygmies 

There are many different 'Pygmy' peoples – for example, the Bambuti, the Batwa, the Bayaka and the Bagyeli ('Ba -' means 'people') – who live scattered over a huge area in central and western Africa, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Congo (Brazzaville), Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda.
  

77. Samburu 

The Samburu are related to the Masai although they live just above the equator where the foothills of Mount Kenya merge into the northern desert and slightly south of Lake Turkana in the Rift Valley Province of Kenya.
  

78. Senufo 

The Senufo are a group of people living in northern Cote d'Ivoire and Mali. They are known as excellent farmers and are made up of a number of different groups who moved south to Mali and Cote d'Ivoire in the 15 and 16th centuries.
  

79. Taureg 

The Tuareg people are predominently nomadic people of the sahara desert, mostly in the Northern reaches of Mali near Timbuktu and Kidal. 
  

80. Wolof 

The Wolof are one of the largest people groups that inhabit modern-day Senegal. They live anywhere from the desert area of the Sahara to the rain forests. Traditionally many Wolof lived in small villages governed by an extended family unit but now most Wolof move to cities where they are able to get jobs.
  

81. Yoruba 

The Yoruba people live in Southwest Nigeria and Benin. They have developed a variety of different artistic forms including pottery, weaving, beadwork, metalwork, and mask making. 
  

82. Zulu 

The Zulu are the largest ethnic group in South Africa. They are well known for their beautiful brightly colored beads and baskets as well as other small carvings. 
Art. 110 Pre-History

83. Evidence points to a common human ancestry originating in Africa from the emergence of a humanlike species in eastern Africa some 5 million years ago. From Hadar, Ethiopia, the 3.18 million year-old remains of "Lucy" were unearthed in 1974.  Wide spread of species across Asia, Europe, and Africa. Fire use develops. The earliest true human being in Africa, Homo sapiens, dates from more than 200,000 years ago.. A hunter-gatherer capable of making crude stone tools, Homo sapiens banded together with others to form nomadic groups; eventually nomadic San peoples spread throughout the African continent. 

84. The Bushmen / San People are the oldest inhabitants of southern Africa, where they have lived for at least 20,000 years. Their home is in the vast expanse of the Kalahari desert. There are many different Bushman peoples - they have no collective name for themselves, and the terms 'Bushman', 'San', 'Basarwa' (in Botswana) and so on are used variously. Most of those which are widely understood are imposed by outsiders and have some pejorative sense; many now use and accept the term 'Bushmen'. They speak a variety of languages, all of which incorporate 'click' sounds represented in writing by symbols such as ! or /. The Bushmen are hunter-gatherers, who for thousands of years supported themselves in the desert through these skills. They hunt - mainly various kinds of antelope - but their daily diet has always consisted more of the fruits, nuts and roots which they seek out in the desert. They make their own temporary homes from wood that they gather. Many Bushmen who have been forced off their lands now live in settlements in areas that are unsuitable for hunting and gathering - they support themselves by growing some food, or by working on ranches. 


85. The River People of the Nile Niger and Congo emerged along Nile, Niger, and Congo Rivers (West-Central Africa); the Isonghee of Zaire (Republic of Congo) 6,000-4,000BC introduced the mathematical abacus; and Cyclopian stone tombs built in Central African Republic area. Spread of agriculture south of the Sahara Desert supporting a growing population, which mastered animal domestication and agriculture, and forced the San groups into the less hospitable areas. Ancient Egyptians begin using burial texts to accompany their dead, first known written documents. Ancient Egyptians, who called their land Kemet (Land of the Blacks) and Ta-Meri (Beloved Land), were primarily agriculturists who, with the practice of irrigation and animal husbandry, transformed the Nile Valley into a vibrant food-producing economy by 5000 B.C. Their settled lifestyle allowed them to develop skills in glass making, pottery, metallurgy, weaving, woodworking, leather work, and masonry. In this latter craft, ancient Egyptian practitioners excelled in architecture, as the pyramids attest. 

86. Ancient African civilizations of the Nile Valley are established & flourished from 4000-1000 BC.  The most enigmatic of sculptures, the Sphinx was carved from a single block of limestone left over in the quarry used to build the Pyramids. Scholars believe it was sculpted about 4,600 years ago by the pharaoh Khafre, whose Pyramid rises directly behind it and whose face may be that represented on the Sphinx.  Kush or Nubia (upper or southern reaches of Nile River) ruled Egypt from their capital Meroe; with metal technology, widened economic influence in sub-Saharan Africa.  

87. The first African civilization after Egypt was built by an Egyptianized people who lived between the Nile River's first and third cataracts and spoke Nilo-Saharan languages. This region around the first cataract, called Nubia, had been conquered and colonized by Egypt in the fourth millenium BC. Because of this, Egyptian civilization diffused southward and a new African kingdom was built up in the floodplain around the Nile's third cataract: the Kush. Their capital city was Kerma and it served as the major trading center for goods travelling north from the southern regions of Africa. 
 

88. The Kush Empire attained its greatest power and cultural energy between 1700 and 1500 BC during the Third Intermediate period in Egypt. The domination of Egypt by the Hyksos allowed Kush to come out from under the hegemony of Egypt and flower as a culture; this period ended, however, when the New Kingdom kings, having thrown the Hyksos out of Egypt, reconquered Kush and brought it under Egyptian colonial rule. However, when the New Kingdom collapsed in 1000 BC, Kush again arose as a major power by conquering all of Nubia. The conquest of upper Nubia, which had been in the hands of the Egyptians since the fourth millenium, gave to Kush wealthy gold mines. 
Following the reassertion of Kushite independence in 1000 BC, the Kushites moved their capital city farther up the Nile to Napata. The Kushites by and large considered themselves to be Egyptians and the proper inheritors of the pharoanic titles and tradition. They organized their society along Egyptian lines, assumed all the Egyptian royal titles, and their architecture and art was based on Egyptian architectural and artistic models. Their pyramids were smaller and steeper and they introduced other innovations as well, but the Napatan culture does not on the surface appear much different than Egyptian culture.  The Kushites even invaded and conquered Egypt in a magnificent irony of history. The Napatan kings formed the twenty-fifth pharoanic dynasty in the eighth century; this dynasty came to an end with the Assyrian invasion of Egypt in the seventh century BC. 


89. The Assyrians, and later the Persians, forced the Kushites to retreat farther south. This retreat south eventually closed off much of the contact that the Kushites had with Egypt, the Middle East, and Europe. When Napata was conquered in 591, the Kushites moved their capital to Meroe right in the heart of the Kushite kingdom. Because of their relative isolation from the Egyptian world, the Meroitic empire turned its attention to the sub-Saharan world. For most of its prosperous life, the Meroitic empire served as the middle term in the trade of African goods to northern Africa, the Middle East, and Europe. While it still continued the cultural traditions of pharoanic Egypt, the Meroites developed newer forms of culture and art because of their isolation from the northern kingdoms. 

90. Many of these innovations occurred in the realm of government. Unlike pharoanic Egypt, the king ruled through a customary law that was established and interpreted by priests. The king was also elected, but he was elected from the royal family. As in Egypt, descent was reckoned through the mother's line. Eventually, however, this descent model produced a series of monarchs who were women, an innovation not seen in any other major civilization. The Kushite religion closely resembled Egyptian religion. It was polytheistic and contained all the major Egyptian gods. Amon was the principal god, but as in Egyptian religion, Meroitic religion involved regional gods which were served as principal gods in their region. There are some non-Egyptian gods, such as a lion warrior god, which the Meroites probably derived from southern African cultures, but these gods were few. 


91. The Meriotic Empire thrived throughout the last half of the first millenium BC. After three centuries of decline, it was finally defeated by the Nuba people. It's commercial importance was replaced by Aksum to the east. Bantu ("the people") migration spreads through sub-Saharan Africa (Africa south of the Sahara Desert), over some 2,000 years. Bantu, a linguistically related group of about 60 million people living in equatorial and southern Africa, probably originated in West Africa, migrating downward gradually into southern Africa. The Bantu migration was one of the largest in human history. The cause of this movement is uncertain, but is believed related to population increase, a result of the introduction of new crops, such as the banana (native to south Asia), allowing more efficient food production. Societies typically depended on subsistence agriculture or, in the savannas, pastoral pursuits. Political organization was normally local, although large kingdoms would later develop in western and central Africa.

92. The Bushmen had their homelands invaded by cattle herding Bantu tribes from around 1,500 years ago, and by white colonists over the last few hundred years. From that time they faced discrimination, eviction from their ancestral lands, murder and oppression amounting to a massive though unspoken genocide, which reduced them in numbers from several million to 100,000. Today, although all suffer from a perception that their lifestyle is 'primitive' and that they need to be made to live like the majority cattle-herding tribes, specific problems vary according to where they live. In South Africa, for example, the !Khomani now have most of their land rights recognized, but many other Bushman tribes have no land rights at all. 

93. Berbers have lived in Africa since the earliest recorded time. References date back to 3000 BC. There are many scattered tribes of Berber across Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt. Forty percent of the Moroccan population is Berber, 30% live in Algeria, and 1% in Tunisia. There are smaller numbers of Berbers in Mauritania, Mali, and Niger. They tend to live in desert regions like the Sahara and in the Atlas Mountains. They live there because the Arabs conquered North Africa in the 7th century AD, and pushed the Berbers out. The number of Berbers in North Africa has slowly declined because more and more Berbers are adopting the language and culture of the Arabs.

94. The Chewa, also known as the Cewa or Chichewa is an African culture that has existed since the beginning of the first millennium, A.D. They are primarily located in Zambia, Zimbabwe, with the bulk of the population in Malawi. Their climate can be classified as sub-tropical that varies with elevation. In the lowlands, the average temperature ranges from 21C (69F) to 29C (84F). The rainy season exists from November to April with an annual rainfall of 90 inches in the highlands to about 30 inches in the lowlands. The Chewa originated in the country of Zaire, but they emigrated to northern Zambia and central Malawi where they now live. The Chewa established their first kingdom around the year 1480. In the 17th century, the Portuguese recorded having had contact with the Chewa clans, the Banda and Phiri. Although the Portuguese didn't get to the heart of the Chewa culture, they did record having contact with them. They have well documented records of their contact with the Chewa between 1608 and 1667. This was the first recorded encounter with the culture. During the mid 18th century, the country of Malawi began to fill with several different cultures and dynasties. The Chewa distinguish themselves from the other cultures by their distinct language, specials tattoos, and the possession of secret societies.

95 After the occupation of America and the West Indies, traffic in slavery continued for three hundred and fifty years. In the course of only one century (from 1680 to 1786) the total number of free people who were captured and enslaved for the British Colonies amounts, according to the estimate of British authors, to 20 million. We are told that in the year 1790, 75,000 human beings were captured and sent for slave labor in the colonies. Western writers themselves state that at least 20 per cent of the total number of people who were captured for slavery and forced labor perished while being transported from Africa to America. It has also been estimated that the total number of people who were captured for slavery by the various European nations during the heyday of the slave trade was at least one hundred million. 

Art. 111 National Statistics

96. Overview of the African Economy

.

	
	Country
	Population
	GDP billion
	Per Capita 
	Con.

	1
	Mauritius
	1,220,481
	13.85 
	$11,400
	1998

	2
	South Africa
	42,718,530
	456.7
	$10,700
	1996

	3
	Botswana
	1,640,115
	15.05
	$9,200
	

	4
	Seychelles
	80,832
	0.626 
	$7,800
	1977

	5
	Namibia
	1,954,033
	13.85
	$7,200
	1990

	6
	Gabon
	1,355,246
	7.3
	$5,500
	1994

	7
	Swaziland
	1,169,241
	5.702
	$4,900
	Draft

	8
	Lesotho
	1,865,040
	5.6
	$3,000
	1993

	9
	Equatorial Guinea
	523,051
	1.27
	$2,700
	1988

	10
	Ghana
	20,757,032
	44.44
	$2,200
	1992

	11
	Guinea
	9,467,866
	19.5
	$2,100
	

	12
	Angola
	10,978,552
	20.42
	$1,900
	1992

	13
	Sudan
	39,148,162
	70.95 
	$1,900
	1998

	14
	Western Sahara
	267,405
	0.500 
	$1,900
	1999

	15
	Zimbabwe
	12,671,860
	24.03
	$1,900
	2000

	16
	Cameroon
	16,063,678
	27.75
	$1,800
	1996

	17
	Mauritania
	2,998,563
	5.195
	$1,800
	1991

	18
	Gambia, The
	1,546,848
	2.56
	$1,700
	

	19
	Senegal
	10,852,147
	17.09 
	$1,600
	1963

	20
	Togo
	5,556,812
	8.257
	$1,500
	1992

	21
	Cape Verde
	415,294
	0.600
	$1,400
	1992

	22
	Cote d’Ivoire
	17,327,724
	24.5
	$1,400
	2000

	23
	Uganda
	26,404,543
	36.1
	$1,400
	1995

	24
	Djibouti
	466,900
	0.619
	$1,300
	1992

	25
	Rwanda
	7,954,013
	10.11
	$1,300
	1991

	26
	Chad
	9,538,544
	10.67
	$1,200
	1996

	27
	Mozambique
	18,811,731
	21.23
	$1,200
	1990

	28
	Sao Tome and Principe
	181,565
	0.214
	$1,200
	

	29
	Benin
	7,250,033
	7.7
	$1,100
	1990

	30
	Burkina Faso
	13,574,820
	14.5
	$1,100
	1991

	31
	CentralAfrican Republic
	3,742,482
	4.2
	$1,100
	1995

	32
	Kenya
	32,021,856
	33.03
	$1,000
	1998

	33
	Liberia
	3,390,635
	3.261
	$1,000
	1984

	34
	Mali
	11,956,788
	10.53
	$900
	1992

	35
	Nigeria 
	137,253,133
	114.8
	$900
	1999

	36
	Guinea-Bissau
	1,388,363
	1.06
	$800
	

	37
	Madagascar
	17,501,871
	13.02
	$800
	1992

	38
	Niger
	11,360,538
	9.062
	$800
	1999

	39
	Zambia
	10,462,436
	8.596
	$800
	1996

	40
	Comoros
	651,901
	0.441
	$700
	2002

	41
	Congo,Democratic Republic of the
	58,317,930
	40
	$700
	1994

	42
	Congo, Republic of
	2,998,040
	2.148
	$700
	1992

	43
	Eritria
	4,447,307
	3.3
	$700
	1996

	44
	Ethiopia
	67,851,281
	46.81
	$700
	1977

	45
	Burundi
	6,231,221
	3.78
	$600
	1992

	46
	Malawi
	11,906,855
	6.845
	$600
	1994

	47
	Tanzania
	36,588,225
	21.58
	$600
	1998

	48
	Sierra Leone
	5,883,889
	3.057
	$500
	1991

	49
	Somalia
	8,304,601
	4.361 
	$500
	1995

	
	           Total
	717,019,032
	1,216.764
	$1,700
	


North Africa

	50
	Algeria
	32,129,324 
	196 
	$6,000
	1996

	51
	Egypt
	76,117,421 
	295.2 
	$4,000
	1980

	52
	Libya
	5,631,585 
	35 
	$6,400
	1969

	53
	Morocco
	32,209,101 
	128.3 
	$4,000
	1996

	54
	Tunisia
	9,974,722 
	68.23 
	$6,900
	1988

	
	            Total
	156,062,153
	722.73
	$4,600
	


African Totals

	49
	Sub Saharan Africa
	717,019,032
	1,216.764
	$1,700
	

	5
	North Africa
	156,062,153
	722.73
	$4,600
	

	54
	Total
	873,081,185
	1,904.944
	$2,200
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97. Vital Statistics, a more practical version can be found on the Internet at www.title24uscode.org/afrivitalstat.htm 

	Country
	Population Growth
	Life Expec

tancy
	Births per 1,000
	Deaths per 1,000
	Infant Mortal ity per 1,000
	AIDS

rate
	Number with AIDS
	AIDS Deaths 2004
	Literacy

	Western Sahara
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Botswana
	0%
	33.87
	23.33
	29.36
	54.58
	37.3%
	350,000
	33,000
	79.8%

	Zambia
	1.47%
	35.18
	38.99
	24.35
	98.4
	16.5%
	1.8 mill
	170,000
	80.6%

	Angola
	1.93%
	36.79
	45.14
	25.86
	192.5
	3.9%
	240,000
	21,000
	42%

	Lesotho
	0.14%
	36.81
	26.91
	24.79
	85.22
	28.9%
	230,000
	29,000
	84.8%

	Mozambique
	1.22%
	37.1
	36.06
	23.86
	137.08
	12.2%
	1.3 mill
	110,000
	47.8%

	Malawi
	2.14%
	37.48
	44.35
	23.01
	104.23
	14.2%
	900,000
	84,000
	62.7%

	Swaziland
	0.55%
	37.54
	28.55
	23.06
	68.35
	38.8%
	220,000
	17,000
	81.6%

	Zimbabwe
	0.68%
	37.82
	30.05
	23.3
	67.08
	33.7%
	2.3 mill
	200,000
	90.7%

	Rwanda
	1.82%
	39.14
	40.01
	21.86
	101.68
	5.1%
	250,000
	22,000
	70.4%

	Namibia
	1.25%
	40.53
	33.51
	21.02
	69.58
	21.3%
	210,000
	16,000
	84%

	Ethiopia
	1.89%
	40.88
	39.23
	20.36
	102.12
	4.4%
	1.5 mill
	120,000
	42.7%

	CentralAfrican Republic
	1.56%
	41.36
	35.55
	19.99
	92.15
	13.5%
	260,000
	23,000
	51%

	Niger
	2.67%
	42.18
	48.91
	21.51
	122.66
	1.2%
	70,000
	4,800
	17.6%

	Cote d’Ivoire
	2.11%
	42.48
	39.64
	18.48
	97.1
	7%
	570,000
	47,000
	50.9%

	Sierra Leone
	2.27%
	42.69
	43.34
	20.62
	145.02
	7%
	170,000
	11,000
	31.4%

	Djibouti
	2.1%
	43.12
	40.39
	19.42
	105.54
	2.9%
	9,100
	690
	67.9%

	Burundi
	2.2%
	43.36
	39.68
	17.61
	70.4
	6%
	250,000
	25,000
	51.6%

	South Africa
	-0.25%
	44.19
	18.38
	20.54
	62.18
	21.5%
	5.3 mill
	370,000
	86.4%

	Burkina Faso
	2.57%
	44.2
	44.46
	18.79
	98.67
	4.2%
	300,000
	29,000
	26.6%

	Tanzania
	1.95%
	44.39
	39
	17.45
	102.13
	8.8%
	1.6 mill
	160,000
	78.2%

	Kenya
	1.14%
	44.92
	27.82
	16.31
	62.62
	6.7%
	1.2 mill
	150,000
	85.1%

	Uganda
	2.97%
	45.28
	46.31
	16.61
	86.15
	4.1%
	600,000
	84,000
	69.9%

	Mali
	2.78%
	45.28
	47.29
	19.12
	117.99
	1.9%
	140,000
	12,000
	46.4%

	Guinea-Bissau
	1.99%
	46.98
	38.03
	16.57
	108.72
	10%
	17,000
	1,200
	42.4%

	Somalia
	3.41%
	47.71
	46.04
	17.3
	118.52
	1%
	43,000
	N/a
	37.8%

	Liberia
	2.7%
	47.93
	44.81
	17.86
	130.51
	5.9%
	100,000
	7,200
	57.5%

	Cameroon
	1.97%
	47.95
	35.08
	15.34
	69.18
	6.9%
	560,000
	49,000
	79%

	Chad
	3%
	48.24
	46.5
	16.38
	94.78
	4.8%
	200,000
	18,000
	47.5%

	Congo,Democratic Republic of the
	2.99%
	49.14
	44.73
	14.64
	94.69
	4.2%
	1.1 mill
	100,000
	65.5%

	Congo, Republic of
	1.42%
	49.51
	28.66
	14.49
	93.86
	4.9%
	90,000
	9,700
	83.8%

	Guinea
	2.37%
	49.87
	42.03
	15.38
	90.37
	3.2%
	140,000
	9,000
	35.9%

	Nigeria
	2.45%
	50.49
	38.24
	13.99
	70.49
	5.4%
	3.6 mill
	310,000
	68%

	Benin
	2.89%
	50.81
	42.57
	13.69
	85.88
	1.9%
	68,000
	5,800
	40.9%

	Mauritania
	2.91%
	52.32
	41.79
	12.74
	72.35
	0.6%
	9,500
	<500
	41.7%

	Eritria
	2.57%
	52.7
	39.03
	13.36
	75.59
	2.7%
	60,000
	6,300
	58.6%

	Togo
	2.27%
	53.05
	34.36
	11.64
	67.66
	4.1%
	110,000
	10,000
	60.9%

	Gambia, The
	2.98%
	54.79
	40.3
	12.08
	73.48
	1.2%
	6,800
	600
	40.1%

	Equatorial Guinea
	2.43%
	55.15
	36.56
	12.27
	87.08
	3.4%
	5,900
	370
	85.7%

	Ghana
	1.36%
	56.27
	24.9
	10.67
	52.22
	3.1%
	350,000
	30,000
	74.8%

	Gabon
	2.5%
	56.46
	36.4
	11.43
	54.35
	8.1%
	48,000
	3,000
	63.2%

	Madagascar
	3.03%
	56.54
	41.91
	11.62
	78.52
	1.7%
	140,000
	7,500
	68.9%

	Senegal
	2.52%
	56.56
	35.72
	10.74
	56.53
	0.8%
	3,500
	3,500
	40.2%

	Sudan
	2.64%
	58.13
	35.79
	9.37
	64.05
	2.6%
	450,000
	23,000
	61.1%

	Comoros
	2.94%
	61.57
	38
	8.63
	77.22
	0.12%
	782
	N/a
	56.5%

	SaoTomeand Principe
	3.18%
	66.63
	41.36
	6.89
	44.58
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	79.3%

	Cape Verde
	0.73%
	70.14
	26.13
	6.72
	49.14
	0.04%
	775
	225
	76.6%

	Morocco
	1.61%
	70.35
	22.79
	5.71
	43.25
	0.1%
	13,000
	N/a
	51.7%

	Egypt
	1.83%
	70.71
	23.84
	5.3
	33.9
	0.1%
	8,000
	700
	57.7%

	Seychelles
	0.45%
	71.53
	16.55
	6.41
	15.97
	N/A
	N/A
	N/a
	58%

	Mauritius
	0.81%
	72
	15.85 
	6.82
	15.57
	0.1%
	700
	<100
	85.6%

	Algeria
	1.28%
	72.74
	17.76
	4.61
	32.16
	0.1%
	9,100
	<500
	70%

	Tunisia
	1.01%
	74.66
	15.74
	5.05
	25.76
	0.1%
	1,000
	<200
	74.2%

	Libya
	2.37%
	76.28
	27.17
	3.48
	25.7
	0.2%
	7,000
	N/a
	82.6%


98. Economic African Table (EAT) with Planned AID Estimate a more comprehensive table can be found on the Internet at www.title24uscode.org/eafricatistics.htm 

	Country
	Imports in billions
	Exports in billions
	Budget Revenue in bill
	Budget Expense in bill
	External Debt in bill
	For. Aid mill
	% Poor
	Planned   Aid mill

	Sierra Leone
	N/a
	$0.049
	$0.096
	$0.351
	$1.5
	$103
	68%
	480

	Somalia
	$0.344
	$0.079
	N/a
	N/a
	$2.6
	$60
	N/a
	750

	Malawi
	$0.505
	$0.455
	$0.5281
	$0.6532
	$3.026
	$540
	55%
	650

	Burundi
	$0.128
	$0.040
	$0.179
	$0.209
	$1.133
	$92.7
	68%
	510

	Tanzania
	$1.674
	$0.978
	$1.879
	$1.873
	$6.549
	$1,200
	36%
	1,000

	Ethiopia
	$1.964
	$0.537
	$1.813
	$2.4
	$2.9
	$308
	50%
	2,300

	Congo,Democratic Republic of the
	$0.933
	$1.417
	$0.269
	$0.244
	$11.6
	$195.3
	N/a
	2,000

	Congo, Republic of
	$0.667
	$2.293
	$1.025
	$0.946
	$5
	$159
	N/a
	150

	Eritria
	$0.600
	$0.056
	$0.235
	$0.375
	$0.311
	$77
	53%
	370

	Comoros
	$0.088
	$0.28
	$0.027
	N/a
	$0.232
	$10
	60%
	55

	Zambia
	$1.128
	$1.03
	$0.896
	$1.142
	$5.281
	$651
	86%
	350

	Niger
	$0.400
	$0.280
	$0.320
	$0.320
	$1.6
	$341
	63%
	650

	Guinea-Bissau
	$0.104
	$0.054
	N/a
	N/a
	$0.941
	$115
	N/a
	28

	Madagascar
	$0.920
	$0.700
	$0.739
	$1.071
	$4.6
	$354
	71%
	1,200

	Mali
	$0.927
	$0.915
	$0.764
	$0.828
	$3.3
	$596
	64%
	600

	Nigeria
	$21.8
	$14.54
	$8.026
	$11.09
	$31.07
	$250
	60%
	3,000

	Kenya
	$3.705
	$2.514
	$2.761
	$3.406
	$5.916
	$453
	50%
	550

	Liberia
	$5.051
	$1.079
	$0.085
	$0.095
	$2.1
	$94
	80%
	250

	CentralAfrican Republic
	$0.136
	$0.172
	N/a
	N/a
	$0.881
	$73
	N/a
	200

	Burkina Faso
	$0.634
	$0.293
	$0.599
	$0.748
	$1.3
	$484.1
	45%
	500

	Benin
	$0.726
	$0.485
	$0.698
	$0.613
	$1.6
	$343
	37%
	300

	Mozambique
	$1.142
	$0.795
	$1.089
	$1.269
	$0.966
	$632.8
	70%
	400

	Chad
	$0.760
	$0.365
	$0.591
	$0.681
	$1.1
	$238
	80%
	250

	SaoTomeand Principe
	$0.030
	$0.007
	$0.038
	$0.042
	$0.318
	$200 in 2000
	54%
	9

	Rwanda
	$0.2458
	$0.073
	$0.3659
	$0.4029
	$1.3
	$373
	60%
	130

	Djibouti
	$0.665
	$0.155
	$0.135
	$0.182
	$0.366
	$36
	50%
	25

	Cote d’Ivoire
	$2.781
	$5.299
	$2.339
	$2.749
	$11.85
	$1,000
	37%
	275

	Uganda
	$1.179
	$0.495
	$1.123
	$1.433
	$3.818
	$1,400
	35%
	550

	Cape Verde
	$0.315
	$0.051
	$0.253
	$0.270
	$0.325
	$136
	30%
	64

	Togo
	$0.501
	$0.398
	$0.214
	$0.296
	$1.4
	$80
	32%
	400

	Senegal
	$1.753
	$1.23
	$1.304
	$1.367
	$3.009
	$362
	54%
	500

	Gambia, The
	$0.271
	$0.156
	$0.058
	$0.062
	$0.476
	$45
	N/a
	55

	Cameroon
	$1.959
	$1.873
	$2.442
	$1.941
	$7.236
	$1,260
	48%
	600

	Mauritania
	$0.860
	$0.541
	$0.421
	$0.378
	$2.5
	$220
	50%
	50

	Western Sahara
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	Angola
	$4.08
	$9.669
	$4.874
	$6.012
	$9.164
	$383.5
	70%
	320

	Zimbabwe
	$1.691
	$1.261
	$1.568
	$2.004
	$3.404
	$178
	70%
	750

	Sudan
	$2.383
	$2.45
	$2.402
	$2.546
	$16.09
	$172
	N/a
	1,000

	Guinea
	$0.642
	$0.709
	$0.3927
	$0.711
	$3.25
	$359.2
	40%
	220

	Ghana
	$3.24
	$2.642
	$1.943
	$2.192
	$7.398
	$6,900
	31%
	1

	Equatorial Guinea
	$1.371
	$2.1
	$0.708
	$0.317
	$0.248
	$34
	N/a
	18

	Lesotho
	$0.661
	$0.45
	$0.6254
	$0.6752
	$0.735
	$41.5
	49%
	70

	Morocco
	$12.75
	$8.466
	$13.8
	$14
	$17.32
	$565
	19%
	1

	Egypt
	$14.75
	$8.759
	$14.69
	$19.03
	$30.34
	$1,200
	17%
	1

	Tunisia
	$10.3
	$8.035
	$6.101
	$6.855
	$14.39
	$378
	7.6%
	1

	Swaziland
	$1.088
	$0.906
	$0.4642
	$0.5634
	$0.320
	$104
	40%
	1

	Gabon
	$1.079
	$2.891
	$1.771
	$1.413
	$3.284
	$0.331
	N/a
	1

	Algeria
	$12.42
	$24.96
	$0.025
	$0.022
	$22.71
	$182
	23%
	1

	Libya
	$6.282
	$14.32
	$10.28
	$7.86
	$4.194
	$15
	N/a
	1

	Namibia
	$1.371
	$1.09
	$1.434
	$1.62
	$1.04
	$160
	50%
	1

	Seychelles
	$0.384
	$0.250
	$0.338
	$0.323
	$0.21
	$16.4
	N/a
	1

	Botswana
	$2.255
	$2.94
	$3.735
	$3.743
	$0.531
	$17
	47%
	1

	South Africa
	$33.89
	$36.77
	$37.48
	$41.46
	$25.9
	$487.5
	50%
	1

	Mauritius
	$2.136
	$1.965
	$1.122
	$1.461
	$1.75
	$42
	10%
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The following contemporary histories are copied from the CIA World Fact Book

Northern Africa

Art. 112 Western Sahara

99. Morocco virtually annexed the northern two-thirds of Western Sahara (formerly Spanish Sahara) in 1976, and the rest of the territory in 1979, following Mauritania's withdrawal. A guerrilla war with the Polisario Front contesting Rabat's sovereignty ended in a 1991 UN-brokered cease-fire; a UN-organized referendum on final status has been repeatedly postponed.

100. Western Sahara depends on pastoral nomadism, fishing, and phosphate mining as the principal sources of income for the population. The territory lacks sufficient rainfall for sustainable agricultural production, and most of the food for the urban population must be imported. All trade and other economic activities are controlled by the Moroccan Government. Moroccan energy interests in 2001 signed contracts to explore for oil off the coast of Western Sahara, which has angered the Polisario. Incomes and standards of living in Western Sahara are substantially below the Moroccan level.

Art. 113 Morocco

101. Morocco's long struggle for independence from France ended in 1956. The internationalized city of Tangier was turned over to the new country that same year. Morocco virtually annexed Western Sahara during the late 1970s, but final resolution on the status of the territory remains unresolved. Gradual political reforms in the 1990s resulted in the establishment of a bicameral legislature in 1997. Parliamentary elections were held for the second time in September 2002 and municipal elections were held in September 2003.

102. Morocco faces problems typical for developing countries: restraining government spending, reducing constraints on private activity and foreign trade, and achieving sustainable growth. Despite structural adjustment programs supported by the IMF, the World Bank, and the Paris Club, the dirham is only fully convertible for current account transactions. In 2004 Moroccan authorities instituted measures to boost foreign direct investment and trade by signing a free trade agreement with the US and selling government shares in the state telecommunications company and in the largest state-owned bank. Favorable rainfall over the past two years has boosted agricultural output and GDP growth passed 4% in 2004. In 2005 the budget deficit is expected to rise sharply - from 1.9% of GDP in 2004 - because of substantial increases in wages and oil subsidies. Long-term challenges include preparing the economy for freer trade with the US and European Union, improving education and job prospects for Morocco's youth, and raising living standards.

Art. 114 Algeria

103. After more than a century of rule by France, Algerians fought through much of the 1950s to achieve independence in 1962. Algeria's primary political party, the National Liberation Front (FLN), has dominated politics ever since. Many Algerians in the subsequent generation were not satisfied, however, and moved to counter the FLN's centrality in Algerian politics. The surprising first round success of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in the December 1991 balloting spurred the Algerian army to intervene and postpone the second round of elections to prevent what the secular elite feared would be an extremist-led government from assuming power. The army began a crack down on the FIS that spurred FIS supporters to begin attacking government targets. The government later allowed elections featuring pro-government and moderate religious-based parties, but did not appease the activists who progressively widened their attacks. The fighting escalated into an insurgency, which saw intense fighting between 1992-98 and which resulted in over 100,000 deaths - many attributed to indiscriminate massacres of villagers by extremists. The government gained the upper hand by the late-1990s and FIS's armed wing, the Islamic Salvation Army, disbanded in January 2000. However, small numbers of armed militants persist in confronting government forces and conducting ambushes and occasional attacks on villages. The army placed Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA in the presidency in 1999 in a fraudulent election but claimed neutrality in his 2004 landslide reelection victory. Longstanding problems continue to face BOUTEFLIKA in his second term, including the ethnic minority Berbers' ongoing autonomy campaign, large-scale unemployment, a shortage of housing, unreliable electrical and water supplies, government inefficiencies and corruption, and the continuing - although significantly degraded - activities of extremist militants. Algeria must also diversify its petroleum-based economy, which has yielded a large cash reserve but which has not been used to redress Algeria's many social and infrastructure problems. Algeria assumed a two-year seat on the UN Security Council in January 2004.

104. The hydrocarbons sector is the backbone of the economy, accounting for roughly 60% of budget revenues, 30% of GDP, and over 95% of export earnings. Algeria has the seventh-largest reserves of natural gas in the world and is the second-largest gas exporter; it ranks 14th in oil reserves. Sustained high oil prices in recent years, along with macroeconomic policy reforms supported by the IMF, have helped improve Algeria's financial and macroeconomic indicators. Algeria is running substantial trade surpluses and building up record foreign exchange reserves. Real GDP has risen due to higher oil output and increased government spending. The government's continued efforts to diversify the economy by attracting foreign and domestic investment outside the energy sector, however, has had little success in reducing high unemployment and improving living standards. Structural reform within the economy moves ahead slowly.

Art. 115 Tunisia

105. Following independence from France in 1956, President Habib BOURGUIBA established a strict one-party state. He dominated the country for 31 years, repressing Islamic fundamentalism and establishing rights for women unmatched by any other Arab nation. In recent years, Tunisia has taken a moderate, non-aligned stance in its foreign relations. Domestically, it has sought to defuse rising pressure for a more open political society.

106. Tunisia has a diverse economy, with important agricultural, mining, energy, tourism, and manufacturing sectors. Governmental control of economic affairs while still heavy has gradually lessened over the past decade with increasing privatization, simplification of the tax structure, and a prudent approach to debt. Progressive social policies also have helped raise living conditions in Tunisia relative to the region. Real growth slowed to a 15-year low of 1.9% in 2002 because of agricultural drought and lackluster tourism. Better rains in 2003 and 2004, however, helped push GDP growth above 5% for these years. Tourism also recovered after the end of combat operations in Iraq. Tunisia is gradually removing barriers to trade with the European Union. Broader privatization, further liberalization of the investment code to increase foreign investment, improvements in government efficiency, and reduction of the trade deficit are among the challenges ahead.
Art. 116 Libya

107. From the earliest days of his rule following his 1969 military coup, Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-QADHAFI has espoused his own political system, the Third Universal Theory. The system is a combination of socialism and Islam derived in part from tribal practices and is supposed to be implemented by the Libyan people themselves in a unique form of "direct democracy." QADHAFI has always seen himself as a revolutionary and visionary leader. He used oil funds during the 1970s and 1980s to promote his ideology outside Libya, supporting subversives and terrorists abroad to hasten the end of Marxism and capitalism. In addition, beginning in 1973, he engaged in military operations in northern Chad's Aozou Strip - to gain access to minerals and to use as a base of influence in Chadian politics - but was forced to retreat in 1987. UN sanctions in 1992 isolated QADHAFI politically following the downing of Pan AM Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. Libyan support for terrorism appeared to have decreased after the imposition of sanctions. During the 1990s, QADHAFI also began to rebuild his relationships with Europe. UN sanctions were suspended in April 1999 and finally lifted in September 2003 after Libya resolved the Lockerbie case. In December 2003, Libya announced that it had agreed to reveal and end its programs to develop weapons of mass destruction, and QADHAFI has made significant strides in normalizing relations with western nations since then. He has received various Western European leaders as well as many working-level and commercial delegations, and made his first trip to Western Europe in 15 years when he traveled to Brussels in April 2004. QADHAFI also finally resolved in 2004 several outstanding cases against his government for terrorist activities in the 1980s by paying compensation to the families of victims of the UTA and La Belle disco bombings.

                                                                                                                                              108. The Libyan economy depends primarily upon revenues from the oil sector, which contribute practically all export earnings and about one-quarter of GDP. These oil revenues and a small population give Libya one of the highest per capita GDPs in Africa, but little of this income flows down to the lower orders of society. Libyan officials in the past four years have made progress on economic reforms as part of a broader campaign to reintegrate the country into the international fold. This effort picked up steam after UN sanctions were lifted in September 2003 and as Libya announced in December 2003 that it would abandon programs to build weapons of mass destruction. Almost all US unilateral sanctions against Libya were removed in April 2004. Libya faces a long road ahead in liberalizing the socialist-oriented economy, but initial steps - including applying for WTO membership, reducing some subsidies, and announcing plans for privatization - are laying the groundwork for a transition to a more market-based economy. The non-oil manufacturing and construction sectors, which account for about 20% of GDP, have expanded from processing mostly agricultural products to include the production of petrochemicals, iron, steel, and aluminum. Climatic conditions and poor soils severely limit agricultural output, and Libya imports about 75% of its food.

Art. 117 Egypt

109. The regularity and richness of the annual Nile River flood, coupled with semi-isolation provided by deserts to the east and west, allowed for the development of one of the world's great civilizations. A unified kingdom arose circa 3200 B.C. and a series of dynasties ruled in Egypt for the next three millennia. The last native dynasty fell to the Persians in 341 B.C., who in turn were replaced by the Greeks, Romans, and Byzantines. It was the Arabs who introduced Islam and the Arabic language in the 7th century and who ruled for the next six centuries. A local military caste, the Mamluks took control about 1250 and continued to govern after the conquest of Egypt by the Ottoman Turks in 1517. Following the completion of the Suez Canal in 1869, Egypt became an important world transportation hub, but also fell heavily into debt. Ostensibly to protect its investments, Britain seized control of Egypt's government in 1882, but nominal allegiance to the Ottoman Empire continued until 1914. Partially independent from the UK in 1922, Egypt acquired full sovereignty following World War II. The completion of the Aswan High Dam in 1971 and the resultant Lake Nasser have altered the time-honored place of the Nile River in the agriculture and ecology of Egypt. A rapidly growing population (the largest in the Arab world), limited arable land, and dependence on the Nile all continue to overtax resources and stress society. The government has struggled to ready the economy for the new millennium through economic reform and massive investment in communications and physical infrastructure.  New elections were heralded as a reform but were not considered fair.

110. Lack of substantial progress on economic reform since the mid 1990s has limited foreign direct investment in Egypt and kept annual GDP growth in the range of 2%-3% in 2001-03. However, in 2004 Egypt implemented several measures to boost foreign direct investment. In September 2004, Egypt pushed through custom reforms, proposed income and corporate tax reforms, reduced energy subsidies, and privatized several enterprises. The budget deficit rose to an estimated 8% of GDP in 2004 compared to 6.1% of GDP the previous year, in part as a result of these reforms. Monetary pressures on an overvalued Egyptian pound led the government to float the currency in January 2003, leading to a sharp drop in its value and consequent inflationary pressure. In 2004, the Central Bank implemented measures to improve currency liquidity. Egypt reached record tourism levels, despite the Taba and Nuweiba bombings in September 2004. The development of an export market for natural gas is a bright spot for future growth prospects, but improvement in the capital-intensive hydrocarbons sector does little to reduce Egypt's persistent unemployment.

West Africa

Art. 118 Mauritania

111. Independent from France in 1960, Mauritania annexed the southern third of the former Spanish Sahara (now Western Sahara) in 1976, but relinquished it after three years of raids by the Polisario guerrilla front seeking independence for the territory. Opposition parties were legalized and a new constitution approved in 1991. Two multiparty presidential elections since then were widely seen as flawed, but October 2001 legislative and municipal elections were generally free and open. Mauritania remains, in reality, a one-party state. The country continues to experience ethnic tensions between its black population and the Maur (Arab-Berber) populace.

112. Half the population still depends on agriculture and livestock for a livelihood, even though many of the nomads and subsistence farmers were forced into the cities by recurrent droughts in the 1970s and 1980s. Mauritania has extensive deposits of iron ore, which account for nearly 40% of total exports. The decline in world demand for this ore, however, has led to cutbacks in production. The nation's coastal waters are among the richest fishing areas in the world, but overexploitation by foreigners threatens this key source of revenue. The country's first deepwater port opened near Nouakchott in 1986. In the past, drought and economic mismanagement resulted in a buildup of foreign debt. In February 2000, Mauritania qualified for debt relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative and in December 2001 received strong support from donor and lending countries at a triennial Consultative Group review. In 2001, exploratory oil wells in tracts 80 km offshore indicated potential extraction at current world oil prices. A new investment code approved in December 2001 improved the opportunities for direct foreign investment. Ongoing negotiations with the IMF involve problems of economic reforms and fiscal discipline. Substantial oil production and exports probably will not begin until 2006. Meantime the government emphasizes reduction of poverty, improvement of health and education, and promoting privatization of the economy.

Art. 119 Cape Verde

113. The uninhabited islands were discovered and colonized by the Portuguese in the 15th century; Cape Verde subsequently became a trading center for African slaves and later an important coaling and resupply stop for whaling and transatlantic shipping. Following independence in 1975, and a tentative interest in unification with Guinea-Bissau, a one-party system was established and maintained until multi-party elections were held in 1990. Cape Verde continues to exhibit one of Africa's most stable democratic governments. Repeated droughts during the second half of the 20th century caused significant hardship and prompted heavy emigration. As a result, Cape Verde's expatriate population is greater than its domestic one. Most Cape Verdeans have both African and Portuguese antecedents.  

114. This island economy suffers from a poor natural resource base, including serious water shortages exacerbated by cycles of long-term drought. The economy is service-oriented, with commerce, transport, tourism, and public services accounting for 72% of GDP. Although nearly 70% of the population lives in rural areas, the share of agriculture in GDP in 2004 was only 12%, of which fishing accounted for 1.5%. About 82% of food must be imported. The fishing potential, mostly lobster and tuna, is not fully exploited. Cape Verde annually runs a high trade deficit, financed by foreign aid and remittances from emigrants; remittances supplement GDP by more than 20%. Economic reforms are aimed at developing the private sector and attracting foreign investment to diversify the economy. Future prospects depend heavily on the maintenance of aid flows, the encouragement of tourism, remittances, and the momentum of the government's development program.

Art. 120 Senegal

115. Independent from France in 1960, Senegal joined with The Gambia to form the nominal confederation of Senegambia in 1982. However, the envisaged integration of the two countries was never carried out, and the union was dissolved in 1989. Despite peace talks, a southern separatist group sporadically has clashed with government forces since 1982. Senegal has a long history of participating in international peacekeeping.

116. In January 1994, Senegal undertook a bold and ambitious economic reform program with the support of the international donor community. This reform began with a 50% devaluation of Senegal's currency, the CFA franc, which was linked at a fixed rate to the French franc. Government price controls and subsidies have been steadily dismantled. After seeing its economy contract by 2.1% in 1993, Senegal made an important turnaround, thanks to the reform program, with real growth in GDP averaging 5% annually during 1995-2003. Annual inflation had been pushed down to the low single digits. As a member of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU), Senegal is working toward greater regional integration with a unified external tariff and a more stable monetary policy. Senegal still relies heavily upon outside donor assistance, however. Under the IMF's Highly Indebted Poor Countries debt relief program, Senegal will benefit from eradication of two-thirds of it bilateral, multilateral and private sector debt.

Art. 121 The Gambia

117. The Gambia gained its independence from the UK in 1965; it formed a short-lived federation of Senegambia with Senegal between 1982 and 1989. In 1991 the two nations signed a friendship and cooperation treaty. A military coup in 1994 overthrew the president and banned political activity, but a 1996 constitution and presidential elections, followed by parliamentary balloting in 1997, completed a nominal return to civilian rule. The country undertook another round of presidential and legislative elections in late 2001 and early 2002. Yahya A. J. J. JAMMEH, the leader of the coup, has been elected president in all subsequent elections.

118. The Gambia has no important mineral or other natural resources and has a limited agricultural base. About 75% of the population depends on crops and livestock for its livelihood. Small-scale manufacturing activity features the processing of peanuts, fish, and hides. Re-export trade normally constitutes a major segment of economic activity, but a 1999 government-imposed pre-shipment inspection plan, and instability of the Gambian dalasi (currency) have drawn some of the re-export trade away from The Gambia. The government's 1998 seizure of the private peanut firm Alimenta eliminated the largest purchaser of Gambian groundnuts; the following two marketing seasons saw substantially lower prices and sales. A decline in tourism in 2000 also held back growth. Unemployment and underemployment rates are extremely high. Short run economic progress remains highly dependent on sustained bilateral and multilateral aid, on responsible government economic management as forwarded by IMF technical help and advice, and on expected growth in the construction sector.

Art. 122 Guinea-Bissau 

119. Since independence from Portugal in 1974, Guinea-Bissau has experienced considerable upheaval. The founding government consisted of a single party system and command economy. In 1980, a military coup established Joao VIEIRA as president and a path to a market economy and multiparty system was implemented. A number of coup attempts through the 1980s and early 1990s failed to unseat him and in 1994 he was elected president in the country's first free elections. A military coup attempt and civil war in 1998 eventually led to VIEIRA's ouster in 1999. In February 2000, an interim government turned over power when opposition leader Kumba YALA took office following two rounds of transparent presidential elections. YALA was ousted in a bloodless coup in September 2003, and Henrique ROSA was sworn in as President. Guinea-Bissau's transition back to democracy will be complicated by its crippled economy, devastated in the civil war.

120. Guinea-Bissau depends mainly on farming and fishing. Cashew crops have increased remarkably in recent years, and the country now ranks sixth in cashew production. Guinea-Bissau exports fish and seafood along with small amounts of peanuts, palm kernels, and timber. Rice is the major crop and staple food. However, intermittent fighting between Senegalese-backed government troops and a military junta destroyed much of the country's infrastructure and caused widespread damage to the economy in 1998; the civil war led to a 28% drop in GDP that year, with partial recovery in 1999-2002. Before the war, trade reform and price liberalization were the most successful part of the country's structural adjustment program under IMF sponsorship. The tightening of monetary policy and the development of the private sector had also begun to reinvigorate the economy. Because of high costs, the development of petroleum, phosphate, and other mineral resources is not a near-term prospect. However, unexploited offshore oil reserves could provide much-needed revenue in the long run. The inequality of income distribution is one of the most extreme in the world. The government and international donors continue to work out plans to forward economic development from a lamentably low base. In December 2003, the World Bank, IMF, and UNDP were forced to step in to provide emergency budgetary support in the amount of $107 million for 2004, representing over 80% of the total national budget. Government drift and indecision, however, have resulted in continued low growth in 2004.

Art. 123 Guinea 

121. Guinea has had only two presidents since gaining its independence from France in 1958. Lansana CONTE came to power in 1984, when the military seized the government after the death of the first president, Sekou TOURE. Guinea did not hold democratic elections until 1993 when Gen. CONTE (head of the military government) was elected president of the civilian government. He was reelected in 1998 and again in 2003. Unrest in Sierra Leone and Liberia has spilled over into Guinea on several occasions over the past decade, threatening stability and creating humanitarian emergencies.

122. Guinea possesses major mineral, hydropower, and agricultural resources, yet remains an underdeveloped nation. The country possesses over 30% of the world's bauxite reserves and is the second-largest bauxite producer. The mining sector accounted for about 75% of exports in 1999. Long-run improvements in government fiscal arrangements, literacy, and the legal framework are needed if the country is to move out of poverty. Fighting along the Sierra Leonean and Liberian borders, as well as refugee movements, have caused major economic disruptions, including a loss in investor confidence. Foreign mining companies have reduced expatriate staff, while panic buying has created food shortages and inflation in local markets. Guinea is not receiving multilateral aid. The IMF and World Bank cut off most assistance in 2003. Growth rose moderately in 2004 because of a slowly improving security situation and increased investor confidence.

Art. 124 Sierra Leone

123. The 1991 to 2002 civil war between the government and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) resulted in tens of thousands of deaths and the displacement of more than 2 million people (about one-third of the population), many of whom are now refugees in neighboring countries. With the support of the UN peacekeeping force and contributions from the World Bank and international community, demobilization and disarmament of the RUF and Civil Defense Forces (CDF) combatants has been completed. National elections were held in May 2002 and the government continues to slowly reestablish its authority. However, the gradual withdrawal of most UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) peacekeepers in 2004 and early 2005, deteriorating political and economic conditions in Guinea, and the tenuous security situation in neighboring Liberia may present challenges to the continuation of Sierra Leone's stability.

124. Sierra Leone is an extremely poor African nation with tremendous inequality in income distribution. While it possesses substantial mineral, agricultural, and fishery resources, its economic and social infrastructure is not well developed, and serious social disorders continue to hamper economic development. About two-thirds of the working-age population engages in subsistence agriculture. Manufacturing consists mainly of the processing of raw materials and of light manufacturing for the domestic market. Plans to reopen bauxite and rutile mines shut down during an 11 year civil war have not been implemented due to lack of foreign investment. Alluvial diamond mining remains the major source of hard currency earnings. The fate of the economy depends upon the maintenance of domestic peace and the continued receipt of substantial aid from abroad, which is essential to offset the severe trade imbalance and supplement government revenues. International financial institutions contributed over $600 million in development aid and budgetary support in 2003.

Art. 125 Liberia

125. In August 2003, a comprehensive peace agreement ended 14 years of civil war and prompted the resignation of former president Charles TAYLOR, who was exiled to Nigeria. The National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL) - composed of rebel, government, and civil society groups - assumed control in October 2003. Chairman Gyude BRYANT, who was given a two-year mandate to oversee efforts to rebuild Liberia, heads the new government. The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), which maintains a strong presence throughout the country, completed a disarmament program for former combatants in late 2004, but the security situation is still volatile and the process of rebuilding the social and economic structure of this war-torn country remains sluggish.

126. Civil war and government mismanagement have destroyed much of Liberia's economy, especially the infrastructure in and around Monrovia, while continued international sanctions on diamonds and timber exports will limit growth prospects for the foreseeable future. Many businessmen have fled the country, taking capital and expertise with them. Some have returned, but many will not. Richly endowed with water, mineral resources, forests, and a climate favorable to agriculture, Liberia had been a producer and exporter of basic products - primarily raw timber and rubber. Local manufacturing, mainly foreign owned, had been small in scope. The departure of the former president, Charles TAYLOR, to Nigeria in August 2003, the establishment of the all-inclusive Transitional Government, and the arrival of a UN mission are all necessary for the eventual end of the political crisis, but thus far have done little to encourage economic development. The reconstruction of infrastructure and the raising of incomes in this ravaged economy will largely depend on generous financial support and technical assistance from donor countries.

Art. 126 Cote d’Ivoire

127. Close ties to France since independence in 1960, the development of cocoa production for export, and foreign investment made Cote d'Ivoire one of the most prosperous of the tropical African states, but did not protect it from political turmoil. On 25 December 1999, a military coup - the first ever in Cote d'Ivoire's history - overthrew the government led by President Henri Konan BEDIE. Junta leader Robert GUEI held elections in late 2000, but excluded prominent opposition leader Alassane OUATTARA, blatantly rigged the polling results, and declared himself winner. Popular protest forced GUEI to step aside and brought runner-up Laurent GBAGBO into power. Ivorian dissidents and disaffected members of the military launched a failed coup attempt in September 2002. Rebel forces claimed the northern half of the country and in January 2003 were granted ministerial positions in a unity government under the auspices of the Linas-Marcoussis Peace Accord. President GBAGBO and rebel forces resumed implementation of the peace accord in December 2003 after a three-month stalemate, but issues that sparked the civil war, such as land reform and grounds for nationality remain unresolved. The central government has yet to exert control over the northern regions and tensions remain high between GBAGBO and rebel leaders. Several thousand French and West African troops remain in Cote d'Ivoire to maintain peace and facilitate the disarmament, demobilization, and rehabilitation process.  

128. Cote d'Ivoire is among the world's largest producers and exporters of coffee, cocoa beans, and palm oil. Consequently, the economy is highly sensitive to fluctuations in international prices for these products and weather conditions. Despite government attempts to diversify the economy, it is still heavily dependent on agriculture and related activities, engaging roughly 68% of the population. After several years of lagging performance, the Ivorian economy began a comeback in 1994, due to the 50% devaluation of the CFA franc and improved prices for cocoa and coffee, growth in nontraditional primary exports such as pineapples and rubber, limited trade and banking liberalization, offshore oil and gas discoveries, and generous external financing and debt rescheduling by multilateral lenders and France. Moreover, government adherence to donor-mandated reforms led to a jump to 5% annual growth during 1996-99. Growth was negative in 2000-03 because of the difficulty of meeting the conditions of international donors, continued low prices of key exports, and severe civil war. In November 2004 the situation deteriorated when President GBAGBO's troops attacked and killed nine French peacekeeping forces, and the UN imposed an arms embargo. Political uncertainty has clouded the economic outlook for 2005, with fear among Ivorians spreading, foreign investment shriveling, businessmen fleeing, travel within the country falling, and criminal elements that traffic in weapons and diamonds gaining ground.

Art. 127 Ghana

129. Formed from the merger of the British colony of the Gold Coast and the Togoland trust territory, Ghana in 1957 became the first sub-Saharan country in colonial Africa to gain its independence. A long series of coups resulted in the suspension of the constitution in 1981 and a ban on political parties. A new constitution, restoring multiparty politics, was approved in 1992. Lt. Jerry RAWLINGS, head of state since 1981, won presidential elections in 1992 and 1996, but was constitutionally prevented from running for a third term in 2000. John KUFUOR, who defeated former Vice President Atta MILLS in a free and fair election, succeeded him.

130. Well endowed with natural resources, Ghana has roughly twice the per capita output of the poorer countries in West Africa. Even so, Ghana remains heavily dependent on international financial and technical assistance. Gold, timber, and cocoa production are major sources of foreign exchange. The domestic economy continues to revolve around subsistence agriculture, which accounts for 34% of GDP and employs 60% of the work force, mainly small landholders. Ghana opted for debt relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) program in 2002. Priorities include tighter monetary and fiscal policies, accelerated privatization, and improvement of social services. Receipts from the gold sector helped sustain GDP growth in 2004. Inflation should ease, but remain a major internal problem.

Art. 128 Togo

131. French Togoland became Togo in 1960. Gen. Gnassingbe EYADEMA, installed as military ruler in 1967, continued to rule well into the 21st century. Despite the facade of multiparty elections instituted in the early 1990s, the government continued to be dominated by President EYADEMA, whose Rally of the Togolese People (RPT) party maintained power almost continually since 1967. Togo has come under fire from international organizations for human rights abuses and is plagued by political unrest. While most bilateral and multilateral aid to Togo remains frozen, the European Union initiated a partial resumption of cooperation and development aid to Togo in late 2004. Upon his death in February 2005, President EYADEMA was succeeded by his son Faure GNASSINGBE. The succession, supported by the military and in contravention of the nation's constitution, was challenged by popular protest and a threat of sanctions from regional leaders. GNASSINGBE succumbed to pressure and agreed to hold elections in late April 2005.  

132. This small sub-Saharan economy is heavily dependent on both commercial and subsistence agriculture, which provides employment for 65% of the labor force. Some basic foodstuffs must still be imported. Cocoa, coffee, and cotton generate about 40% of export earnings, with cotton being the most important cash crop. Togo is the world's fourth-largest producer of phosphate, but production fell an estimated 22% in 2002 due to power shortages and the cost of developing new deposits. The government's decade-long effort, supported by the World Bank and the IMF, to implement economic reform measures, encourage foreign investment, and bring revenues in line with expenditures has moved slowly. Progress depends on following through on privatization, increased openness in government financial operations, progress toward legislative elections, and continued support from foreign donors.

Art. 129 Benin

133. Present day Benin was the site of Dahomey, a prominent West African kingdom that rose in the 15th century. The territory became a French Colony in 1872 and achieved independence on 1 August 1960, as the Republic of Benin. A succession of military governments ended in 1972 with the rise to power of Mathieu KEREKOU and the establishment of a government based on Marxist-Leninist principles. A move to representative government began in 1989. Two years later, free elections ushered in former Prime Minister Nicephore SOGLO as president, marking the first successful transfer of power in Africa from a dictatorship to a democracy. KEREKOU was returned to power by elections held in 1996 and 2001, though some irregularities were alleged.

134. The economy of Benin remains underdeveloped and dependent on subsistence agriculture, cotton production, and regional trade. Growth in real output has averaged around 5% in the past six years, but rapid population growth has offset much of this increase. Inflation has subsided over the past several years. In order to raise growth still further, Benin plans to attract more foreign investment, place more emphasis on tourism, facilitate the development of new food processing systems and agricultural products, and encourage new information and communication technology. The 2001 privatization policy should continue in telecommunications, water, electricity, and agriculture in spite of initial government reluctance. The Paris Club and bilateral creditors have eased the external debt situation, while pressing for speeded-up structural reforms. Benin continues to be hurt by Nigerian trade protection that bans imports of a growing list of products from Benin and elsewhere. As a result, smuggling and criminality along the Benin-Nigeria border has been on the rise.

Art. 130 Burkina Faso

135. Burkina Faso (formerly Upper Volta) achieved independence from France in 1960. Repeated military coups during the 1970s and 1980s were followed by multiparty elections in the early 1990s. Burkina Faso's high population density and limited natural resources result in poor economic prospects for the majority of its citizens. Recent unrest in Cote d'Ivoire and northern Ghana has hindered the ability of several hundred thousand seasonal Burkinabe farm workers to find employment in neighboring countries.

136. One of the poorest countries in the world, landlocked Burkina Faso has few natural resources, a fragile soil, and a highly unequal distribution of income. About 90% of the population is engaged in (mainly subsistence) agriculture, which is vulnerable to variations in rainfall. Cotton is the key crop. Industry remains dominated by unprofitable government-controlled corporations. Following the African franc currency devaluation in January 1994 the government updated its development program in conjunction with international agencies, and exports and economic growth have increased. Maintenance of macroeconomic progress depends on continued low inflation, reduction in the trade deficit, and reforms designed to encourage private investment. The bitter internal crisis in neighboring Cote d'Ivoire continues to hurt trade and industrial prospects and deepens the need for international assistance.

Art. 131 Mali

137. The Sudanese Republic and Senegal became independent of France in 1960 as the Mali Federation. When Senegal withdrew after only a few months, what formerly made up the Sudanese Republic was renamed Mali. Rule by dictatorship was brought to a close in 1991 with a transitional government and in 1992 when Mali's first democratic presidential election was held. After his reelection in 1997, President Alpha KONARE continued to push through political and economic reforms and to fight corruption. In keeping with Mali's two-term constitutional limit, he stepped down in 2002 and was succeeded by Amadou TOURE.

138. Mali is among the poorest countries in the world, with 65% of its land area desert or semidesert and with a highly unequal distribution of income. Economic activity is largely confined to the riverine area irrigated by the Niger. About 10% of the population is nomadic and some 80% of the labor force is engaged in farming and fishing. Industrial activity is concentrated on processing farm commodities. Mali is heavily dependent on foreign aid and vulnerable to fluctuations in world prices for cotton, its main export, along with gold. The government has continued its successful implementation of an IMF-recommended structural adjustment program that is helping the economy grow, diversify, and attract foreign investment. Mali's adherence to economic reform and the 50% devaluation of the African franc in January 1994 have pushed up economic growth to a sturdy 5% average in 1996-2004. Worker remittances and external trade routes have been jeopardized by continued unrest in neighboring Cote d'Ivoire.

Central Africa

Art. 132 Niger

139. Not until 1993, 33 years after independence from France, did Niger hold its first free and open elections. A 1995 peace accord ended a five-year Tuareg insurgency in the north. Coups in 1996 and 1999 were followed by the creation of a National Reconciliation Council that effected a transition to civilian rule by December 1999. Niger is one of the poorest countries in the world with minimal government services and insufficient funds to develop its resource base. The largely agrarian and subsistence-based economy is frequently disrupted by extended droughts common to the Sahel region of Africa.

140. Niger is one of the poorest countries in the world, a landlocked Sub-Saharan nation, whose economy centers on subsistence crops, livestock, and some of the world's largest uranium deposits. Drought cycles, desertification, a 3.3% population growth rate, and the drop in world demand for uranium have undercut the economy. Niger shares a common currency, the CFA franc, and a common central bank, the Central Bank of West African States (BCEAO), with seven other members of the West African Monetary Union. In December 2000, Niger qualified for enhanced debt relief under the International Monetary Fund program for Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) and concluded an agreement with the Fund on a Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF). Debt relief provided under the enhanced HIPC initiative significantly reduces Niger's annual debt service obligations, freeing funds for expenditures on basic health care, primary education, HIV/AIDS prevention, rural infrastructure, and other programs geared at poverty reduction. Nearly half of the government's budget is derived from foreign donor resources. Future growth may be sustained by exploitation of oil, gold, coal, and other mineral resources.

Art. 133 Nigeria

141. Following nearly 16 years of military rule, a new constitution was adopted in 1999, and a peaceful transition to civilian government was completed. The president faces the daunting task of rebuilding a petroleum-based economy, whose revenues have been squandered through corruption and mismanagement, and institutionalizing democracy. In addition, the OBASANJO administration must defuse longstanding ethnic and religious tensions, if it is to build a sound foundation for economic growth and political stability. Despite some irregularities, the April 2003 elections marked the first civilian transfer of power in Nigeria's history.

142. Oil-rich Nigeria, long hobbled by political instability, corruption, inadequate infrastructure, and poor macroeconomic management, is undertaking some reforms under the new civilian administration. Nigeria's former military rulers failed to diversify the economy away from overdependence on the capital-intensive oil sector, which provides 20% of GDP, 95% of foreign exchange earnings, and about 65% of budgetary revenues. The largely subsistence agricultural sector has failed to keep up with rapid population growth - Nigeria is Africa's most populous country - and the country, once a large net exporter of food, now must import food. Following the signing of an IMF stand-by agreement in August 2000, Nigeria received a debt-restructuring deal from the Paris Club and a $1 billion credit from the IMF, both contingent on economic reforms. Nigeria pulled out of its IMF program in April 2002, after failing to meet spending and exchange rate targets, making it ineligible for additional debt forgiveness from the Paris Club. In the last year the government has begun showing the political will to implement the market-oriented reforms urged by the IMF, such as to modernize the banking system, to curb inflation by blocking excessive wage demands, and to resolve regional disputes over the distribution of earnings from the oil industry. During 2003 the government began deregulating fuel prices, announced the privatization of the country's four oil refineries, and instituted the National Economic Empowerment Development Strategy, a domestically designed and run program modeled on the IMF's Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility for fiscal and monetary management. GDP rose strongly in 2004.

Art. 134 Cameroon

143. The former French Cameroon and part of British Cameroon merged in 1961 to form the present country. Cameroon has generally enjoyed stability, which has permitted the development of agriculture, roads, and railways, as well as a petroleum industry. Despite movement toward democratic reform, political power remains firmly in the hands of an ethnic oligarchy.

144. Because of its oil resources and favorable agricultural conditions, Cameroon has one of the best-endowed primary commodity economies in sub-Saharan Africa. Still, it faces many of the serious problems facing other underdeveloped countries, such as a top-heavy civil service and a generally unfavorable climate for business enterprise. Since 1990, the government has embarked on various IMF and World Bank programs designed to spur business investment, increase efficiency in agriculture, improve trade, and recapitalize the nation's banks. In June 2000, the government completed an IMF-sponsored, three-year structural adjustment program; however, the IMF is pressing for more reforms, including increased budget transparency, privatization, and poverty reduction programs. International oil and cocoa prices have considerable impact on the economy.

Art. 135 Equatorial Guinea

145. Equatorial Guinea gained independence in 1968 after 190 years of Spanish rule. This tiny country, composed of a mainland portion plus five inhabited islands, is one of the smallest on the African continent. President OBIANG NGUEMA MBASOGO has ruled the country for over two decades since seizing power from his uncle, then President MACIAS, in a 1979 coup. Although nominally a constitutional democracy since 1991, the 1996 and 2002 presidential elections - as well as the 1999 legislative elections - were widely seen as being flawed. The president controls most opposition parties through the judicious use of patronage. Despite the country's economic windfall from oil production resulting in a massive increase in government revenue in recent years, there have been few improvements in the country's living standards.

146. The discovery and exploitation of large oil reserves have contributed to dramatic economic growth in recent years. Forestry, farming, and fishing are also major components of GDP. Subsistence farming predominates. Although pre-independence Equatorial Guinea counted on cocoa production for hard currency earnings, the neglect of the rural economy under successive regimes has diminished potential for agriculture-led growth (the government has stated its intention to reinvest some oil revenue into agriculture). A number of aid programs sponsored by the World Bank and the IMF have been cut off since 1993 because of corruption and mismanagement. No longer eligible for concessional financing because of large oil revenues, the government has been unsuccessfully trying to agree on a "shadow" fiscal management program with the World Bank and IMF. Businesses, for the most part, are owned by government officials and their family members. Undeveloped natural resources include titanium, iron ore, manganese, uranium, and alluvial gold. Growth presumably remained strong in 2004, led by oil.

Art. 136 Sao Tome and Principe

147. Discovered and claimed by Portugal in the late 15th century, the islands' sugar-based economy gave way to coffee and cocoa in the 19th century - all grown with plantation slave labor, a form of which lingered into the 20th century. Although independence was achieved in 1975, democratic reforms were not instituted until the late 1980s. Though the first free elections were held in 1991, the political environment has been one of continued instability with frequent changes in leadership and coup attempts in 1995 and 2003. The recent discovery of oil in the Gulf of Guinea is likely to have a significant impact on the country's economy.

148. This small poor island economy became increasingly dependent on cocoa since independence 29 years ago. Cocoa production has substantially declined in recent years because of drought and mismanagement, but strengthening prices helped boost export earnings in 2003. Sao Tome has to import all fuels, most manufactured goods, consumer goods, and a substantial amount of food. Over the years, it has had difficulty servicing its external debt and has relied heavily on concessional aid and debt rescheduling. Sao Tome benefited from $200 million in debt relief in December 2000 under the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) program, but lacking a formal poverty reduction program with the IMF, it has not benefited from subsequent HIPC debt reductions. Sao Tome's external debt stands at over $300 million. Considerable potential exists for development of a tourist industry, and the government has taken steps to expand facilities in recent years. The government also has attempted to reduce price controls and subsidies. Sao Tome is optimistic about the development of petroleum resources in its territorial waters in the oil-rich Gulf of Guinea. The first production license was sold to a consortium lead by US-based oil firms. Much of the 2005 budget is dependent upon the sale of additional production licenses.

Art. 137 Gabon

149. Only two autocratic presidents have ruled Gabon since independence from France in 1960. Gabon's current President, El Hadj Omar BONGO Ondimba - one of the longest-serving heads of state in the world - has dominated Gabon's political scene for almost four decades. President BONGO introduced a nominal multiparty system and a new constitution in the early 1990s. However, the low turnout and allegations of electoral fraud during the most recent local elections in 2002-03 have exposed the weaknesses of formal political structures in Gabon. Presidential elections scheduled for 2005 are unlikely to bring change since the opposition remains weak, divided, and financially dependent on the current regime. Despite political conditions, a small population, abundant natural resources, and considerable foreign support have helped make Gabon one of the more prosperous and stable African countries.

150. Gabon enjoys a per capita income four times that of most of sub-Saharan African nations. This has supported a sharp decline in extreme poverty; yet because of high income inequality a large proportion of the population remains poor. Gabon depended on timber and manganese until oil was discovered offshore in the early 1970s. The oil sector now accounts for 50% of GDP. Gabon continues to face fluctuating prices for its oil, timber, and manganese exports. Despite the abundance of natural wealth, poor fiscal management hobbles the economy. Devaluation of its Francophone currency by 50% in January 1994 sparked a one-time inflationary surge, to 35%; the rate dropped to 6% in 1996. The IMF provided a one-year standby arrangement in 1994-95, a three-year Enhanced Financing Facility (EFF) at near commercial rates beginning in late 1995, and stand-by credit of $119 million in October 2000. Those agreements mandate progress in privatization and fiscal discipline. France provided additional financial support in January 1997 after Gabon had met IMF targets for mid-1996. In 1997, an IMF mission to Gabon criticized the government for overspending on off-budget items, overborrowing from the central bank, and slipping on its schedule for privatization and administrative reform. The rebound of oil prices in 1999-2000 helped growth, but drops in production hampered Gabon from fully realizing potential gains. In December 2000, Gabon signed a new agreement with the Paris Club to reschedule its official debt. A follow-up bilateral repayment agreement with the US was signed in December 2001. Short-term progress depends on an upbeat world economy and fiscal and other adjustments in line with IMF policies.

Art. 138 Republic of the Congo

151. Upon independence in 1960, the former French region of Middle Congo became the Republic of the Congo. A quarter century of experimentation with Marxism was abandoned in 1990 and a democratically elected government installed in 1992. A brief civil war in 1997 restored former Marxist President SASSOU-NGUESSO, but ushered in a period of ethnic unrest. Southern-based rebel groups agreed to a final peace accord in March 2003, but the calm is tenuous and refugees continue to present a humanitarian crisis. The Republic of Congo is one of Africa's largest petroleum producers with significant potential for offshore development.

152. The economy is a mixture of village agriculture and handicrafts, an industrial sector based largely on oil, support services, and a government characterized by budget problems and overstaffing. Oil has supplanted forestry as the mainstay of the economy, providing a major share of government revenues and exports. In the early 1980s, rapidly rising oil revenues enabled the government to finance large-scale development projects with GDP growth averaging 5% annually, one of the highest rates in Africa. The government has mortgaged a substantial portion of its oil earnings, contributing to a shortage of revenues. The 12 January 1994 devaluation of Franc Zone currencies by 50% resulted in inflation of 61% in 1994, but inflation has subsided since. Economic reform efforts continued with the support of international organizations, notably the World Bank and the IMF. The reform program came to a halt in June 1997 when civil war erupted. Denis SASSOU-NGUESSO, who returned to power when the war ended in October 1997, publicly expressed interest in moving forward on economic reforms and privatization and in renewing cooperation with international financial institutions. However, economic progress was badly hurt by slumping oil prices and the resumption of armed conflict in December 1998, which worsened the republic's budget deficit. The current administration presides over an uneasy internal peace and faces difficult economic challenges of stimulating recovery and reducing poverty.

Art. 139 Democratic Republic of Congo

153. Since 1997, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DROC; formerly called Zaire) has been rent by ethnic strife and civil war, touched off by a massive inflow in 1994 of refugees from the fighting in Rwanda and Burundi. The government of former president MOBUTU Sese Seko was toppled by a rebellion led by Laurent KABILA in May 1997; his regime was subsequently challenged by a Rwanda- and Uganda-backed rebellion in August 1998. Troops from Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia, Chad, and Sudan intervened to support the Kinshasa regime. A cease-fire was signed on 10 July 1999 by the DROC, Zimbabwe, Angola, Uganda, Namibia, Rwanda, and Congolese armed rebel groups, but sporadic fighting continued. KABILA was assassinated on 16 January 2001 and his son Joseph KABILA was named head of state ten days later. In October 2002, the new president was successful in negotiating the withdraw of occupying Rwandan forces from eastern Congo; two months later, the Pretoria Accord was signed by all remaining warring parties to end the fighting and set up a government of national unity. A transitional government was set up in July 2003; Joseph KABILA remains as president and is joined by four vice presidents from the former government, former rebel camps, and the political opposition.

154. The economy of the Democratic Republic of the Congo - a nation endowed with vast potential wealth - has declined drastically since the mid-1980s. The war, which began in August 1998, has dramatically reduced national output and government revenue, has increased external debt, and has resulted in the deaths of perhaps 3.5 million people from war, famine, and disease. Foreign businesses have curtailed operations due to uncertainty about the outcome of the conflict, lack of infrastructure, and the difficult operating environment. The war has intensified the impact of such basic problems as an uncertain legal framework, corruption, inflation, and lack of openness in government economic policy and financial operations. Conditions improved in late 2002 with the withdrawal of a large portion of the invading foreign troops. Several IMF and World Bank missions have met with the government to help it develop a coherent economic plan, and President KABILA has begun implementing reforms. Much economic activity lies outside the GDP data. Economic stability, aided by international donors, improved in 2003-04. New mining contracts have been approved, which - combined with high mineral and metal prices - could further bolster Kinshasa's fiscal position and GDP growth.

Art. 140 Central African Republic

155. The former French colony of Ubangi-Shari became the Central African Republic upon independence in 1960. After three tumultuous decades of misrule - mostly by military governments - civilian rule was established in 1993 and lasted for one decade. President Ange-Felix PATASSE's civilian government was plagued by unrest, and in March 2003 he was deposed in a military coup led by General Francois BOZIZE, who has since established a transitional government. Though the government has the tacit support of civil society groups and the main parties, a wide field of affiliated and independent candidates will contest the municipal, legislative, and presidential elections scheduled for February 2005. The government still does not fully control the countryside, where pockets of lawlessness persist.

156. Subsistence agriculture, together with forestry, remains the backbone of the economy of the Central African Republic (CAR), with more than 70% of the population living in outlying areas. The agricultural sector generates half of GDP. Timber has accounted for about 16% of export earnings and the diamond industry, for 54%. Important constraints to economic development include the CAR's landlocked position, a poor transportation system, a largely unskilled work force, and a legacy of misdirected macroeconomic policies. Factional fighting between the government and its opponents remains a drag on economic revitalization, with GDP growth at only 0.5% in 2004. Distribution of income is extraordinarily unequal. Grants from France and the international community can only partially meet humanitarian needs.

Art. 141 Chad

157. Chad, part of France's African holdings until 1960, endured three decades of civil warfare as well as invasions by Libya before a semblance of peace was finally restored in 1990. The government eventually suppressed or came to terms with most political-military groups, settled a territorial dispute with Libya on terms favorable to Chad, drafted a democratic constitution, and held multiparty presidential elections in 1996 and 1997. In 1998, a new rebellion broke out in northern Chad, which sporadically flares up despite two peace agreements signed in 2002 and 2003 between the government and the rebels. Despite movement toward democratic reform, power remains in the hands of an ethnic minority.

158. Chad's primarily agricultural economy will continue to be boosted by major oilfield and pipeline projects that began in 2000. Over 80% of Chad's population relies on subsistence farming and livestock raising for its livelihood. Cotton, cattle, and gum arabic provide the bulk of Chad's export earnings; Chad began to export oil in 2004. Chad's economy has long been handicapped by its landlocked position, high energy costs, and a history of instability. Chad relies on foreign assistance and foreign capital for most public and private sector investment projects. A consortium led by two US companies has been investing $3.7 billion to develop oil reserves estimated at 1 billion barrels in southern Chad. Oil production came on stream in late 2003.

East Africa

Art. 142 Sudan

159. Military regimes favoring Islamic-oriented governments have dominated national politics since independence from the UK in 1956. Sudan has been embroiled in a civil war for all but 10 years since then. The war is rooted in northern economic, political, and social domination of non-Muslim, non-Arab southern Sudanese. Since 1983, the war and war- and famine-related effects have resulted in more than 2 million deaths and over 4 million people displaced. The ruling regime is a mixture of military elite and an Islamist party that came to power in a 1989 coup. Some northern opposition parties have made common cause with the southern rebels and entered the war as part of an anti-government alliance. Peace talks gained momentum in 2002-03 with the signing of several accords, including a cease-fire agreement.

160. Sudan has turned around a struggling economy with sound economic policies and infrastructure investments, but it still faces formidable economic problems, starting from its low level of per capita output. From 1997 to date, Sudan has been implementing IMF macroeconomic reforms. In 1999, Sudan began exporting crude oil and in the last quarter of 1999 recorded its first trade surplus, which, along with monetary policy, has stabilized the exchange rate. Increased oil production, revived light industry, and expanded export processing zones helped sustain GDP growth at 6.4% in 2004. Agriculture production remains Sudan's most important sector, employing 80% of the work force, contributing 39% of GDP, and accounting for most of GDP growth, but most farms remain rain-fed and susceptible to drought. Chronic instability - including the long-standing civil war between the Muslim north and the Christian/pagan south, adverse weather, and weak world agricultural prices - ensure that much of the population will remain at or below the poverty line for years.

Art. 143 Eritrea

161. Eritrea was awarded to Ethiopia in 1952 as part of a federation. Ethiopia's annexation of Eritrea as a province 10 years later sparked a 30-year struggle for independence that ended in 1991 with Eritrean rebels defeating governmental forces; independence was overwhelmingly approved in a 1993 referendum. A two-and-a-half-year border war with Ethiopia that erupted in 1998 ended under UN auspices on 12 December 2000. Eritrea currently hosts a UN peacekeeping operation that is monitoring a 25 km-wide Temporary Security Zone on the border with Ethiopia. An international commission, organized to resolve the border dispute, posted its findings in 2002 but final demarcation is on hold due to Ethiopian objections.

162. Since independence from Ethiopia on 24 May 1993, Eritrea has faced the economic problems of a small, desperately poor country. Like the economies of many African nations, the economy is largely based on subsistence agriculture, with 80% of the population involved in farming and herding. The Ethiopian-Eritrea war in 1998-2000 severely hurt Eritrea's economy. GDP growth fell to zero in 1999 and to -12.1% in 2000. The May 2000 Ethiopian offensive into northern Eritrea caused some $600 million in property damage and loss, including losses of $225 million in livestock and 55,000 homes. The attack prevented planting of crops in Eritrea's most productive region, causing food production to drop by 62%. Even during the war, Eritrea developed its transportation infrastructure, asphalting new roads, improving its ports, and repairing war damaged roads and bridges. Since the war ended, the government has maintained a firm grip on the economy, expanding the use of the military and party-owned businesses to complete Eritrea's development agenda. Erratic rainfall and the delayed demobilization of agriculturalists from the military kept cereal production well below normal, holding down growth in 2002-04. Eritrea's economic future depends upon its ability to master social problems such as illiteracy, unemployment, and low skills, and to open its economy to private enterprise so the diaspora's money and expertise can foster economic growth.

Art. 144 Ethiopia

163. Unique among African countries, the ancient Ethiopian monarchy maintained its freedom from colonial rule, with the exception of the 1936-41 Italian occupation during World War II. In 1974 a military junta, the Derg, deposed Emperor Haile SELASSIE (who had ruled since 1930) and established a socialist state. Torn by bloody coups, uprisings, wide-scale drought, and massive refugee problems, the regime was finally toppled in 1991 by a coalition of rebel forces, the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). A constitution was adopted in 1994 and Ethiopia's first multiparty elections were held in 1995. A two and a half year border war with Eritrea ended with a peace treaty on 12 December 2000. Final demarcation of the boundary is currently on hold due to Ethiopian objections to an international commission's finding requiring it to surrender sensitive territory.

164. Ethiopia's poverty-stricken economy is based on agriculture, accounting for half of GDP, 60% of exports, and 80% of total employment. The agricultural sector suffers from frequent drought and poor cultivation practices. Coffee is critical to the Ethiopian economy with exports of some $156 million in 2002, but historically low prices have seen many farmers switching to qat to supplement income. The war with Eritrea in 1998-2000 and recurrent drought have buffeted the economy, in particular coffee production. In November 2001, Ethiopia qualified for debt relief from the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative. Under Ethiopia's land tenure system, the government owns all land and provides long-term leases to the tenants; the system continues to hamper growth in the industrial sector as entrepreneurs are unable to use land as collateral for loans. Drought struck again late in 2002, leading to a 2% decline in GDP in 2003. Normal weather patterns late in 2003 helped agricultural and GDP growth recover in 2004.

Art. 145 Djibouti

165. The French Territory of the Afars and the Issas became Djibouti in 1977. Hassan Gouled APTIDON installed an authoritarian one-party state and proceeded to serve as president until 1999. Unrest among the Afars minority during the 1990s led to a civil war that ended in 2001 following the conclusion of a peace accord between Afar rebels and the Issa-dominated government. Djibouti's first multi-party presidential elections in 1999 resulted in the election of Ismail Omar GUELLEH. Djibouti occupies a very strategic geographic location at the mouth of the Red Sea and serves as an important transshipment location for goods entering and leaving the east African highlands. The present leadership favors close ties to France, which maintains a significant military presence in the country, but has also developed increasingly stronger ties with the United States in recent years. Djibouti currently hosts the only United States military base in sub-Saharan Africa and is a front-line state in the global war on terrorism.

166. The economy is based on service activities connected with the country's strategic location and status as a free trade zone in northeast Africa. Two-thirds of the inhabitants live in the capital city; the remainder is mostly nomadic herders. Scanty rainfall limits crop production to fruits and vegetables, and most food must be imported. Djibouti provides services as both a transit port for the region and an international transshipment and refueling center. Djibouti has few natural resources and little industry. The nation is, therefore, heavily dependent on foreign assistance to help support its balance of payments and to finance development projects. An unemployment rate of 50% continues to be a major problem. Inflation is not a concern, however, because of the fixed tie of the franc to the US dollar. Per capita consumption dropped an estimated 35% over the last seven years because of recession, civil war, and a high population growth rate (including immigrants and refugees). Faced with a multitude of economic difficulties, the government has fallen in arrears on long-term external debt and has been struggling to meet the stipulations of foreign aid donors.

Art. 146 Somalia

167. The SIAD BARRE regime was ousted in January 1991; turmoil, factional fighting, and anarchy have followed in the years since. In May of 1991, northern clans declared an independent Republic of Somaliland that now includes the administrative regions of Awdal, Woqooyi Galbeed, Togdheer, Sanaag, and Sool. Although not recognized by any government, this entity has maintained a stable existence, aided by the overwhelming dominance of a ruling clan and economic infrastructure left behind by British, Russian, and American military assistance programs. The regions of Bari and Nugaal and northern Mudug comprise a neighboring self-declared autonomous state of Puntland, which has been self-governing since 1998, but does not aim at independence; it has also made strides towards reconstructing a legitimate, representative government, but has suffered some civil strife. Puntland disputes its border with Somaliland as it also claims portions of eastern Sool and Sanaag. Beginning in 1993, a two-year UN humanitarian effort (primarily in the south) was able to alleviate famine conditions, but when the UN withdrew in 1995, having suffered significant casualties, order still had not been restored. The mandate of the Transitional National Government (TNG), created in August 2000 in Arta, Djibouti, expired in August 2003. New Somali President Abdullahi YUSUF Ahmed has formed a new Transitional Federal Government (TFG) consisting of a 275-member parliament. It was established in October 2004 to replace the TNG but has not yet moved to Mogadishu. Discussions regarding the establishment of a new government in Mogadishu are ongoing in Kenya. Numerous warlords and factions are still fighting for control of the capital city as well as for other southern regions. Suspicion of Somali links with global terrorism further complicates the picture.

168. Somalia's economic fortunes are driven by its deep political divisions. The northwestern area has declared its independence as the "Republic of Somaliland"; the northeastern region of Puntland is a semi-autonomous state; and the remaining southern portion is riddled with the struggles of rival factions. Economic life continues, in part because much activity is local and relatively easily protected. Agriculture is the most important sector, with livestock normally accounting for about 40% of GDP and about 65% of export earnings, but Saudi Arabia's recent ban on Somali livestock, because of Rift Valley Fever concerns, has severely hampered the sector. Nomads and semi-nomads, who are dependent upon livestock for their livelihood, make up a large portion of the population. Livestock, hides, fish, charcoal, and bananas are Somalia's principal exports, while sugar, sorghum, corn, qat, and machined goods are the principal imports. Somalia's small industrial sector, based on the processing of agricultural products, has largely been looted and sold as scrap metal. Despite the seeming anarchy, Somalia's service sector has managed to survive and grow. Telecommunication firms provide wireless services in most major cities and offer the lowest international call rates on the continent. In the absence of a formal banking sector, money exchange services have sprouted throughout the country, handling between $500 million and $1 billion in remittances annually. Mogadishu's main market offers a variety of goods from food to the newest electronic gadgets. Hotels continue to operate, and militias provide security. The ongoing civil disturbances and clan rivalries, however, have interfered with any broad-based economic development and international aid arrangements. In 2004 Somalia's overdue financial obligations to the IMF continued to grow. Statistics on Somalia's GDP, growth, per capita income, and inflation should be viewed skeptically. In late December 2004, a major tsunami took an estimated 150 lives and caused destruction of property in coastal areas.

Art. 147 Kenya

169. Founding president and liberation struggle icon Jomo KENYATTA led Kenya from independence until his death in 1978, when President Daniel Toroitich arap MOI took power in a constitutional succession. The country was a de facto one-party state from 1969 until 1982 when the ruling Kenya African National Union (KANU) made itself the sole legal party in Kenya. MOI acceded to internal and external pressure for political liberalization in late 1991. The ethnically fractured opposition failed to dislodge KANU from power in elections in 1992 and 1997, which were marred by violence and fraud, but are viewed as having generally reflected the will of the Kenyan people. President MOI stepped down in December of 2002 following fair and peaceful elections. Mwai KIBAKI, running as the candidate of the multiethnic, united opposition group, the National Rainbow Coalition, defeated KANU candidate Uhuru KENYATTA and assumed the presidency following a campaign centered on an anticorruption platform.

170. The regional hub for trade and finance in East Africa, Kenya has been hampered by corruption and by reliance upon several primary goods whose prices have remained low. In 1997, the IMF suspended Kenya's Enhanced Structural Adjustment Program due to the government's failure to maintain reforms and curb corruption. A severe drought from 1999 to 2000 compounded Kenya's problems, causing water and energy rationing and reducing agricultural output. As a result, GDP contracted by 0.2% in 2000. The IMF, which had resumed loans in 2000 to help Kenya through the drought, again halted lending in 2001 when the government failed to institute several anticorruption measures. Despite the return of strong rains in 2001, weak commodity prices, endemic corruption, and low investment limited Kenya's economic growth to 1.2%. Growth lagged at 1.1% in 2002 because of erratic rains, low investor confidence, meager donor support, and political infighting up to the elections. In the key 27 December 2002 elections, Daniel Arap MOI's 24-year-old reign ended, and a new opposition government took on the formidable economic problems facing the nation. In 2003, progress was made in rooting out corruption and encouraging donor support, with GDP growth edging up to 1.7%. GDP grew a moderate 2.2% in 2004.

Art. 148 Burundi

171. Burundi's first democratically elected president was assassinated in October 1993 after only one hundred days in office. Since then, some 200,000 Burundians have perished in widespread, often intense ethnic violence between Hutu and Tutsi factions. Hundreds of thousands have been internally displaced or have become refugees in neighboring countries. Burundi troops, seeking to secure their borders, briefly intervened in the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 1998. A new transitional government, inaugurated on 1 November 2001, signed a power-sharing agreement with the largest rebel faction in December 2003 and set in place a provisional constitution in October 2004. Implementation of the agreement has been problematic, however, as one remaining rebel group refuses to sign on and elections have been repeatedly delayed, clouding prospects for a sustainable peace.  

172. Burundi is a landlocked, resource-poor country with an underdeveloped manufacturing sector. The economy is predominantly agricultural with roughly 90% of the population dependent on subsistence agriculture. Economic growth depends on coffee and tea exports, which account for 90% of foreign exchange earnings. The ability to pay for imports, therefore, rests primarily on weather conditions and international coffee and tea prices. The Tutsi minority, 14% of the population, dominates the government and the coffee trade at the expense of the Hutu majority, 85% of the population. Since October 1993 an ethnic-based war has resulted in more than 200,000 deaths, forced 450,000 refugees into Tanzania, and displaced 140,000 others internally. Doubts about the prospects for sustainable peace continue to impede development. Only one in two children go to school, and approximately one in ten adults has HIV/AIDS. Food, medicine, and electricity remain in short supply.

Art. 149 Rwanda

173. In 1959, three years before independence from Belgium, the majority ethnic group, the Hutus, overthrew the ruling Tutsi king. Over the next several years, thousands of Tutsis were killed, and some 150,000 driven into exile in neighboring countries. The children of these exiles later formed a rebel group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), and began a civil war in 1990. The war, along with several political and economic upheavals, exacerbated ethnic tensions, culminating in April 1994 in the genocide of roughly 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus. The Tutsi rebels defeated the Hutu regime and ended the killing in July 1994, but approximately 2 million Hutu refugees - many fearing Tutsi retribution - fled to neighboring Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda, and the former Zaire. Since then, most of the refugees have returned to Rwanda, but about 10,000 that remain in the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo have formed an extremist insurgency bent on retaking Rwanda, much as the RPF tried in 1990. Despite substantial international assistance and political reforms - including Rwanda's first local elections in March 1999 and its first post-genocide presidential and legislative elections in August and September 2003, respectively - the country continues to struggle to boost investment and agricultural output, and ethnic reconciliation is complicated by the real and perceived Tutsi political dominance. Kigali's increasing centralization and intolerance of dissent, the nagging Hutu extremist insurgency across the border, and Rwandan involvement in two wars in recent years in the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo continue to hinder Rwanda's efforts to escape its bloody legacy.

174. Rwanda is a poor rural country with about 90% of the population engaged in (mainly subsistence) agriculture. It is the most densely populated country in Africa; landlocked with few natural resources and minimal industry. Primary foreign exchange earners are coffee and tea. The 1994 genocide decimated Rwanda's fragile economic base, severely impoverished the population, particularly women, and eroded the country's ability to attract private and external investment. However, Rwanda has made substantial progress in stabilizing and rehabilitating its economy to pre-1994 levels, although poverty levels are higher now. GDP has rebounded, and inflation has been curbed. Export earnings, however, have been hindered by low beverage prices, depriving the country of much needed hard currency. Despite Rwanda's fertile ecosystem, food production often does not keep pace with population growth, requiring food imports. Rwanda continues to receive substantial aid money and was approved for IMF-World Bank Heavily Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) initiative debt relief in late 2000. But Kigali's high defense expenditures cause tension between the government and international donors and lending agencies. An energy shortage and instability in neighboring states may slow growth in 2005, while the lack of adequate transportation linkages to other countries continues to handicap export growth.

Art. 150 Uganda

175. Uganda achieved independence from the UK in 1962. The dictatorial regime of Idi AMIN (1971-79) was responsible for the deaths of some 300,000 opponents; guerrilla war and human rights abuses under Milton OBOTE (1980-85) claimed at least another 100,000 lives. During the 1990s, the government promulgated non-party presidential and legislative elections.
176. Uganda has substantial natural resources, including fertile soils, regular rainfall, and sizable mineral deposits of copper and cobalt. Agriculture is the most important sector of the economy, employing over 80% of the work force. Coffee accounts for the bulk of export revenues. Since 1986, the government - with the support of foreign countries and international agencies - has acted to rehabilitate and stabilize the economy by undertaking currency reform, raising producer prices on export crops, increasing prices of petroleum products, and improving civil service wages. The policy changes are especially aimed at dampening inflation and boosting production and export earnings. During 1990-2001, the economy turned in a solid performance based on continued investment in the rehabilitation of infrastructure, improved incentives for production and exports, reduced inflation, gradually improved domestic security, and the return of exiled Indian-Ugandan entrepreneurs. Corruption within the government and slippage in the government's determination to press reforms raise doubts about the continuation of strong growth. In 2000, Uganda qualified for enhanced Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) debt relief worth $1.3 billion and Paris Club debt relief worth $145 million. These amounts combined with the original HIPC debt relief added up to about $2 billion. Growth for 2001-02 was solid despite continued decline in the price of coffee, Uganda's principal export. Solid growth in 2003-04 reflected an upturn in Uganda's export markets.   

Art. 151 Tanzania

177. Shortly after independence, Tanganyika and Zanzibar merged to form the nation of Tanzania in 1964. One-party rule came to an end in 1995 with the first democratic elections held in the country since the 1970s. Zanzibar's semi-autonomous status and popular opposition have led to two contentious elections since 1995, which the ruling party won despite international observers' claims of voting irregularities.  

178. Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world. The economy depends heavily on agriculture, which accounts for almost half of GDP, provides 85% of exports, and employs 80% of the work force. Topography and climatic conditions, however, limit cultivated crops to only 4% of the land area. Industry traditionally featured the processing of agricultural products and light consumer goods. The World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and bilateral donors have provided funds to rehabilitate Tanzania's out-of-date economic infrastructure and to alleviate poverty. Growth in 1991-2002 featured a pickup in industrial production and a substantial increase in output of minerals, led by gold. Recent banking reforms have helped increase private sector growth and investment. Continued donor assistance and solid macroeconomic policies supported real GDP growth of nearly 6% in 2004.

Art. 152 Seychelles

179. A lengthy struggle between France and Great Britain for the islands ended in 1814, when they were ceded to the latter. Independence came in 1976. Socialist rule was brought to a close with a new constitution and free elections in 1993. The most recent presidential elections were held 31 August-2 September 2001. President RENE, who has served since 1977, was re-elected. On 14 April 2004 RENE stepped down and Vice President James MICHEL was sworn in as president.

180. Since independence in 1976, per capita output in this Indian Ocean archipelago has expanded to roughly seven times the old near-subsistence level. Growth has been led by the tourist sector, which employs about 30% of the labor force and provides more than 70% of hard currency earnings, and by tuna fishing. In recent years the government has encouraged foreign investment in order to upgrade hotels and other services. At the same time, the government has moved to reduce the dependence on tourism by promoting the development of farming, fishing, and small-scale manufacturing. A sharp drop illustrated the vulnerability of the tourist sector in 1991-92 due largely to the Gulf war, and once again following the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on the US. Growth slowed in 1998-2002, and fell in 2003, due to sluggish tourist and tuna sectors, but resumed in 2004, erasing a persistent budget deficit. Tight controls on exchange rates and the scarcity of foreign exchange have impaired short-term economic prospects. The black market value of the Seychelles rupee is half the official exchange rate; without a devaluation of the currency the tourist sector may remain sluggish as vacationers seek cheaper destinations such as Comoros, Mauritius, and Madagascar.

Southern Africa

Art. 153 Angola

181. Angola has begun to enjoy the fruits of peace since the end of a 27-year civil war in 2002. Fighting between the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), led by Jose Eduardo DOS SANTOS, and the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), led by Jonas SAVIMBI, followed independence from Portugal in 1975. Peace seemed imminent in 1992 when Angola held national elections, but UNITA renewed fighting after being beaten by the MPLA at the polls. Up to 1.5 million lives may have been lost - and 4 million people displaced - in the quarter century of fighting. SAVIMBI's death in 2002 ended UNITA's insurgency and strengthened the MPLA's hold on power. DOS SANTOS has pledged to hold national elections in 2006.

182. Angola has been an economy in disarray because of a quarter century of nearly continuous warfare. An apparently durable peace was established after the death of rebel leader Jonas SAVIMBI on February 22, 2002, but consequences from the conflict continue including the impact of widespread land mines. Subsistence agriculture provides the main livelihood for 85% of the population. Oil production and the supporting activities are vital to the economy, contributing about 45% to GDP and more than half of exports. Much of the country's food must still be imported. To fully take advantage of its rich natural resources - gold, diamonds, extensive forests, Atlantic fisheries, and large oil deposits - Angola will need to continue reforming government policies and to reduce corruption. While Angola made progress in further lowering inflation, from 325% in 2000 to about 106% in 2002, the government has failed to make sufficient progress on reforms recommended by the IMF such as increasing foreign exchange reserves and promoting greater transparency in government spending. Increased oil production supported 7% GDP growth in 2003 and 12% growth in 2004.

Art. 154 Namibia

183. South Africa occupied the German colony of South-West Africa during World War I and administered it as a mandate until after World War II, when it annexed the territory. In 1966 the Marxist South-West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) guerrilla group launched a war of independence for the area that was soon named Namibia, but it was not until 1988 that South Africa agreed to end its administration in accordance with a UN peace plan for the entire region. Namibia won its independence in 1990 and has been governed by SWAPO since. Hifikepunye POHAMBA was elected president in November 2004 in a landslide victory replacing Sam NUJOMA who led the country during its first 14 years of self rule.

184. The economy is heavily dependent on the extraction and processing of minerals for export. Mining accounts for 20% of GDP. Rich alluvial diamond deposits make Namibia a primary source for gem-quality diamonds. Namibia is the fourth-largest exporter of nonfuel minerals in Africa, the world's fifth-largest producer of uranium, and the producer of large quantities of lead, zinc, tin, silver, and tungsten. The mining sector employs only about 3% of the population while about half of the population depends on subsistence agriculture for its livelihood. Namibia normally imports about 50% of its cereal requirements; in drought years food shortages are a major problem in rural areas. A high per capita GDP, relative to the region, hides the great inequality of income distribution; nearly one-third of Namibians had annual incomes of less than $1,400 in constant 1994 dollars, according to a 1993 study. The Namibian economy is closely linked to South Africa with the Namibian dollar pegged to the South African rand. Privatization of several enterprises in coming years may stimulate long-run foreign investment. Mining of zinc, copper, and silver and increased fish production led growth in 2003-04.

Art. 155 Botswana

185. Formerly the British protectorate of Bechuanaland, Botswana adopted its new name upon independence in 1966. Four decades of uninterrupted civilian leadership, progressive social policies, and significant capital investment have created one of the most dynamic economies in Africa. Mineral extraction, principally diamond mining, dominates economic activity, though tourism is a growing sector due to the country's conservation practices and extensive nature preserves. Botswana has one of the world's highest known rates of HIV/AIDS infection, but also one of Africa's most progressive and comprehensive programs for dealing with the disease.

186. Botswana has maintained one of the world's highest economic growth rates since independence in 1966. Through fiscal discipline and sound management, Botswana has transformed itself from one of the poorest countries in the world to a middle-income country with a per capita GDP of $9,200 in 2004. Two major investment services rank Botswana as the best credit risk in Africa. Diamond mining has fueled much of the expansion and currently accounts for more than one-third of GDP and for 70-80% of export earnings. Tourism, financial services, subsistence farming, and cattle raising are other key sectors. On the downside, the government must deal with high rates of unemployment and poverty. Unemployment officially is 23.8%, but unofficial estimates place it closer to 40%. HIV/AIDS infection rates are the second highest in the world and threaten Botswana's impressive economic gains. An expected leveling off in diamond mining production overshadows long-term prospects.

Art. 156 South Africa

187. After the British seized the Cape of Good Hope area in 1806, many of the Dutch settlers (the Boers) trekked north to found their own republics. The discovery of diamonds (1867) and gold (1886) spurred wealth and immigration and intensified the subjugation of the native inhabitants. The Boers resisted British encroachments, but were defeated in the Boer War (1899-1902). The resulting Union of South Africa operated under a policy of apartheid - the separate development of the races. The 1990s brought an end to apartheid politically and ushered in black majority rule.

188. South Africa is a middle-income, emerging market with an abundant supply of natural resources; well-developed financial, legal, communications, energy, and transport sectors; a stock exchange that ranks among the 10 largest in the world; and a modern infrastructure supporting an efficient distribution of goods to major urban centers throughout the region. However, growth has not been strong enough to lower South Africa's high unemployment rate; and daunting economic problems remain from the apartheid era, especially poverty and lack of economic empowerment among the disadvantaged groups. South African economic policy is fiscally conservative, but pragmatic, focusing on targeting inflation and liberalizing trade as means to increase job growth and household income.

Art. 157 Lesotho

189. Basutoland was renamed the Kingdom of Lesotho upon independence from the UK in 1966. King MOSHOESHOE was exiled in 1990, but returned to Lesotho in 1992 and reinstated in 1995. Constitutional government was restored in 1993 after 23 years of military rule. In 1998, violent protests and a military mutiny following a contentious election prompted a brief but bloody intervention by South African and Botswanan military forces under the aegis of the Southern African Development Community. Constitutional reforms have since restored political stability; peaceful parliamentary elections were held in 2002.

190. Small, landlocked, and mountainous, Lesotho relies on remittances from miners employed in South Africa and customs duties from the Southern Africa Customs Union for the majority of government revenue, but the government has strengthened its tax system to reduce dependency on customs duties. Completion of a major hydropower facility in January 1998 now permits the sale of water to South Africa, also generating royalties for Lesotho. As the number of mineworkers has declined steadily over the past several years, a small manufacturing base has developed based on farm products that support the milling, canning, leather, and jute industries and a rapidly growing apparel-assembly sector. The garment industry has grown significantly, mainly due to Lesotho qualifying for the trade benefits contained in the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act. The economy is still primarily based on subsistence agriculture, especially livestock, although drought has decreased agricultural activity. The extreme inequality in the distribution of income remains a major drawback. Lesotho has signed an Interim Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility with the IMF.

Art. 158 Swaziland

191. Autonomy for the Swazis of southern Africa was guaranteed by the British in the late 19th century; independence was granted in 1968. Student and labor unrest during the 1990s pressured the monarchy (one of the oldest on the continent) to grudgingly allow political reform and greater democracy. Swaziland recently surpassed Botswana as the country with the world's highest known rates of HIV/AIDS infection.

192. In this small, landlocked economy, subsistence agriculture occupies more than 80% of the population. The manufacturing sector has diversified since the mid-1980s. Sugar and wood pulp remain important foreign exchange earners. Mining has declined in importance in recent years with only coal and quarry stone mines remaining active. Surrounded by South Africa, except for a short border with Mozambique, Swaziland is heavily dependent on South Africa from which it receives about nine-tenths of its imports and to which it sends nearly three-quarters of its exports. Customs duties from the Southern African Customs Union and worker remittances from South Africa substantially supplement domestically earned income. The government is trying to improve the atmosphere for foreign investment. Overgrazing, soil depletion, drought, and sometimes floods persist as problems for the future. More than one-fourth of the population needed emergency food aid in 2004 because of drought, and more than one-third of the adult population was infected by HIV/AIDS.

Art. 159 Zimbabwe

193. The UK annexed Southern Rhodesia from the South Africa Company in 1923. A 1961 constitution was formulated that favored whites in power. In 1965 the government unilaterally declared its independence, but the UK did not recognize the act and demanded more complete voting rights for the black African majority in the country (then called Rhodesia). UN sanctions and a guerrilla uprising finally led to free elections in 1979 and independence (as Zimbabwe) in 1980. Robert MUGABE, the nation's first prime minister, has been the country's only ruler (as president since 1987) and has dominated the country's political system since independence. His chaotic land redistribution campaign begun in 2000 caused an exodus of white farmers, crippled the economy, and ushered in widespread shortages of basic commodities. Ignoring international condemnation, MUGABE rigged the 2002 presidential election to ensure his reelection. Opposition and labor groups launched general strikes in 2003 to pressure MUGABE to retire early; security forces continued their brutal repression of regime opponents.

194. The government of Zimbabwe faces a wide variety of difficult economic problems as it struggles with an unsustainable fiscal deficit, an overvalued exchange rate, soaring inflation, and bare shelves. Its 1998-2002 involvement in the war in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, for example, drained hundreds of millions of dollars from the economy. Badly needed support from the IMF has been suspended because of the country's failure to meet budgetary goals. Inflation rose from an annual rate of 32% in 1998 to 133% at the end of 2004, while the exchange rate fell from 24 Zimbabwean dollars per US dollar to 6,200 in the same time period. The government's land reform program, characterized by chaos and violence, has badly damaged the commercial farming sector, the traditional source of exports and foreign exchange and the provider of 400,000 jobs.

Art. 160 Zambia

195. The territory of Northern Rhodesia was administered by the South Africa Company from 1891 until it was taken over by the UK in 1923. During the 1920s and 1930s, advances in mining spurred development and immigration. The name was changed to Zambia upon independence in 1964. In the 1980s and 1990s, declining copper prices and a prolonged drought hurt the economy. Elections in 1991 brought an end to one-party rule, but the subsequent vote in 1996 saw blatant harassment of opposition parties. The election in 2001 was marked by administrative problems with three parties filing a legal petition challenging the election of ruling party candidate Levy MWANAWASA. The new president launched a far-reaching anti-corruption campaign in 2002, which resulted in the prosecution of former President Frederick CHILUBA and many of his supporters in late 2003. Opposition parties currently hold a majority of seats in the National Assembly.

196. Despite progress in privatization and budgetary reform, Zambia's economic growth remains somewhat below the 5% to 7% needed to reduce poverty significantly. Privatization of government-owned copper mines relieved the government from covering mammoth losses generated by the industry and greatly improved the chances for copper mining to return to profitability and spur economic growth. Copper output increased in 2004 and is expected to increase again in 2005, due to higher copper prices and the opening of new mines. The maize harvest was again good in 2004, helping boost GDP and agricultural exports. Cooperation continues with international bodies on programs to reduce poverty, including a new lending arrangement with the IMF in the second quarter, 2004. A tighter monetary policy will help cut inflation, but Zambia still has a serious problem with fiscal discipline.

                                                                                                                                                     Art. 161 Malawi

197. Established in 1891, the British protectorate of Nyasaland became the independent nation of Malawi in 1964. After three decades of one-party rule under President Hastings Kamuzu BANDA the country held multiparty elections in 1994, under a provisional constitution, which came into full effect the following year. Current President Bingu wa MUTHARIKA, elected in May 2004 after the previous president failed to amend the constitution to permit another term, has struggled to assert his authority against his predecessor, who still leads their shared political party. MATHARIKA's anti-corruption efforts have led to several high-level arrests but no convictions. Increasing corruption, population growth, increasing pressure on agricultural lands, and HIV/AIDS pose major problems for the country.   

198. Landlocked Malawi ranks among the world's least developed countries. The economy is predominately agricultural, with about 90% of the population living in rural areas. Agriculture accounted for nearly 40% of GDP and 88% of export revenues in 2001. The performance of the tobacco sector is key to short-term growth as tobacco accounts for over 50% of exports. The economy depends on substantial inflows of economic assistance from the IMF, the World Bank, and individual donor nations. In late 2000, Malawi was approved for relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) program. The government faces strong challenges, including developing a market economy, improving educational facilities, facing up to environmental problems, dealing with the rapidly growing problem of HIV/AIDS, and satisfying foreign donors that fiscal discipline is being tightened. In 2005, the anticorruption campaign championed by President MUTHARIKA may help encourage investment and economic growth.  

Art. 162 Mozambique

199. Almost five centuries as a Portuguese colony came to a close with independence in 1975. Large-scale emigration by whites, economic dependence on South Africa, a severe drought, and a prolonged civil war hindered the country's development. The ruling Front for the Liberation of Mozambique (FRELIMO) party formally abandoned Marxism in 1989, and a new constitution the following year provided for multiparty elections and a free market economy. A UN-negotiated peace agreement between FRELIMO and rebel Mozambique National Resistance (RENAMO) forces ended the fighting in 1992. In December 2004, Mozambique underwent a delicate transition as Joaquim CHISSANO stepped down after 18 years in office. His newly elected successor, Armando Emilio GUEBUZA, has promised to continue the sound economic policies that have encouraged foreign investment.  

200. At independence in 1975, Mozambique was one of the world's poorest countries. Socialist mismanagement and a brutal civil war from 1977-92 exacerbated the situation. In 1987, the government embarked on a series of macroeconomic reforms designed to stabilize the economy. These steps, combined with donor assistance and with political stability since the multi-party elections in 1994, have led to dramatic improvements in the country's growth rate. Inflation was reduced to single digits during the late 1990s although it returned to double digits in 2000-03. Fiscal reforms, including the introduction of a value-added tax and reform of the customs service, have improved the government's revenue collection abilities. In spite of these gains, Mozambique remains dependent upon foreign assistance for much of its annual budget, and the majority of the population remains below the poverty line. Subsistence agriculture continues to employ the vast majority of the country's workforce. A substantial trade imbalance persists although the opening of the MOZAL aluminum smelter, the country's largest foreign investment project to date has increased export earnings. Additional investment projects in titanium extraction and processing and garment manufacturing should further close the import/export gap. Mozambique's once substantial foreign debt has been reduced through forgiveness and rescheduling under the IMF's Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) and Enhanced HIPC initiatives, and is now at a manageable level.

Art. 163 Madagascar

201. Formerly an independent kingdom, Madagascar became a French colony in 1896, but regained its independence in 1960. During 1992-93, free presidential and National Assembly elections were held, ending 17 years of single-party rule. In 1997, in the second presidential race, Didier RATSIRAKA, the leader during the 1970s and 1980s, was returned to the presidency. The 2001 presidential election was contested between the followers of Didier RATSIRAKA and Marc RAVALOMANANA, nearly causing secession of half of the country. In April 2002, the High Constitutional Court announced RAVALOMANANA the winner.

202. Having discarded past socialist economic policies, Madagascar has since the mid 1990s followed a World Bank and IMF led policy of privatization and liberalization. This strategy has placed the country on a slow and steady growth path from an extremely low level. Agriculture, including fishing and forestry, is a mainstay of the economy, accounting for more than one-fourth of GDP and employing 80% of the population. Exports of apparel have boomed in recent years primarily due to duty-free access to the United States. Deforestation and erosion, aggravated by the use of firewood as the primary source of fuel are serious concerns. President RAVALOMANANA has worked aggressively to revive the economy following the 2002 political crisis, which triggered a 12% drop in GDP that year. Poverty reduction and combating corruption will be the centerpieces of economic policy for the next few years.

                                                                                                                                           Art. 164 Comoros                                                                                                           

203. Unstable Comoros has endured 19 coups or attempted coups since gaining independence from France in 1975. In 1997, the islands of Anjouan and Moheli declared their independence from Comoros. In 1999, military chief Col. AZALI seized power. He pledged to resolve the secessionist crisis through a confederal arrangement named the 2000 Fomboni Accord. In December 2001, voters approved a new constitution and presidential elections took place in the spring of 2002. Each island in the archipelago elected its own president and a new union president was sworn in on 26 May 2002.          

204. One of the world's poorest countries, Comoros is made up of three islands that have inadequate transportation links, a young and rapidly increasing population, and few natural resources. The low educational level of the labor force contributes to a subsistence level of economic activity, high unemployment, and a heavy dependence on foreign grants and technical assistance. Agriculture, including fishing, hunting, and forestry, contributes 40% to GDP, employs 80% of the labor force, and provides most of the exports. The country is not self-sufficient in food production; rice, the main staple, accounts for the bulk of imports. The government - which is hampered by internal political disputes - is struggling to upgrade education and technical training, privatize commercial and industrial enterprises, improve health services, diversify exports, promote tourism, and reduce the high population growth rate. Increased foreign support is essential if the goal of 4% annual GDP growth is to be met. Remittances from 150,000 Comorans abroad help supplement GDP.

Art. 165 Mauritius

205. Discovered by the Portuguese in 1505, Mauritius was subsequently held by the Dutch, French, and British before independence was attained in 1968. A stable democracy with regular free elections and a positive human rights record, the country has attracted considerable foreign investment and has earned one of Africa's highest per capita incomes. Recent poor weather and declining sugar prices have slowed economic growth, leading to some protests over standards of living in the Creole community.

206. Since independence in 1968, Mauritius has developed from a low-income, agriculturally based economy to a middle-income diversified economy with growing industrial, financial, and tourist sectors. For most of the period, annual growth has been in the order of 5% to 6%. This remarkable achievement has been reflected in more equitable income distribution, increased life expectancy, lowered infant mortality, and a much-improved infrastructure. Sugarcane is grown on about 90% of the cultivated land area and accounts for 25% of export earnings. The government's development strategy centers on expanding local financial institutions and building a domestic information telecommunications industry. Mauritius has attracted more than 9,000 offshore entities, many aimed at commerce in India and South Africa, and investment in the banking sector alone has reached over $1 billion. Mauritius, with its strong textile sector, has been well poised to take advantage of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).
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